1 1 1 1 i. My father, Moshe (Morris
Jewish Rights in the Middle East H ity e e o
subscription of The Scribe to be
and the PeaCe PFOCeSS sent to him in Los Angeles several years
ago, but has not received a new issue for
over 2 years now. He so looked forward
to receiving his subscription twice a yeatr.
Is this due to some lack of funds on your
part or an oversight? Please let me know.

lands and oppressing the Palestiniangthich became a dead letter, ant
What is the truth? Zionism which has succeeded ir
bringing Jews to Israel but has failed tc

When the Ottoman Empire Wascome to terms with the Arabs. At the

broken up in 1917 all the Middle Easﬁoreak-up of the Ottoman Empire Jew:lf you are still sending out the Scribe in
was given over to the Arabs without

: MMOYhould have been entitled to at leas™29a2IN€ form, please do so to his
regard to the rights of self—determlnanor}O 000 square miles, more than th'address in Los Angeles:

of the other nationalities, mainly thetotaI area of Palestine, west of theBarry Mizrahi Los Angeles
Jews and the Kurds.

Jordan River. As such, Israel is entitlec barrvmiz@earthlink net

Look at the statistics: the populatiorto the whole of that area and the barrymiz@earthlink.n
figures of the vilayet of Baghdad as giverPalestinians should regard trans-JordeScribe:
by the last official yearbook of 1916 —as their national home. That should b
Jews numbered 80,000 out of a totdhe basis of any just and lastinc
population of 202,200. In the Baghdadettlement between Jews and Arabs i
Chamber of Commerce up to 1946, moshe Middle Eask.
of the members were Jews and half the
Administrative Council were Jews.

I srael is accused of occupying Arab Disregard the Balfour Declaration

The last printed issue in a magazine
form of The Scribe was published and
sent out in September 1999, which we
assume your father has received. Since
then it has been on the internet at...
www.scribel.com or
(I www.thescribe.uk.com

and is no longer issued as a printed
magazine. The current issue is on the

A ShOW'er, A Blower internet now. If you or your father wish
to receive future issues by email, please

n Victorian and Edwardian times, a In Baghdad, before the advent oflet me know.

I gentleman' had to carry two clearpapgr and EIaSti.C bggs,ba show-er WE‘ Alternatively a computer colour print-

W handkerchiefs every day - a show-e#Sed as a Snopping bag by Some men, |, ., e optained by sending a cheque
in the breast pocket which was in factying or holding the comers together, " /o ¢oq 1.

designed to accommodate it, and @nabling a businessman to take hom ' .
blower in the trousers pocket_ fresh fruit for lunch. The Exilarch’s Foundation

: . .4 Carlos Place
As its name implies, a show-er is for Nowadays, the new generations find 'Mayfair

show only, but was available to a ladyn"oré convenient just to carry pape| ...
companion, who would pull it out and usédissues than cloth handkerchiefs. W1K 3AW

itin an emergency. She would keep it and Etiquette... When a towel is used in a England
return it next day, washed and ironed. fuest toilet, it should be left in a

blower once used, should not be foldegrumpled state to show that it had bee

but crumpled and returned to the pockety , accepted subscriptions, whether annual
P P sed. At the dinner table a guest MUty |itetime, or advertising for that matter.

Both handkerchiefs had to be change§@Ve Nis napkin not folded, otherwise ipjgase give particulars of your claim.
each day but, after the shock of thghay suggest that he wants to come agai

With regard to subscriptions: we never

Great War, the rule was relaxed a little Etiquette... Never give a handkerchief ————— [T
in that yesterday’s show-er, if unusedas a present as it may be taken to mean
could become today’s blower. for wiping off the tearse
([

I was passing your premises todafReply: The Scribe belongs

and noticed your brass plate. Being \yjith reference to a

_ _ your letter dated 29 to the ages

very interested in  London’s january, we are a Charitable Foundatiofj: 9
buildings and their occupants, | shouldrhe Exilarch was the Head of the Jewis/i Il the issues of The
be very grateful if you could tell mecommunity of Iraq, going back to King Scribe. since it

something about your organisation, it¥ehoyakhin, who was the first Exilarch. started in 1971 will
history and how long you have occupiedhis office lasted until 1270 when it N :
the premises. lapsed after the Mongol invasion of thes| SOON be on our website arj
_ Middle East. The office was revived byz will be found in the
| do not think I have ever heard of the, Naim Dangoor in 1970 after a gap ofZ “archive”
Exilarch’s Foundation. Your help would700 years.

be very much appreciated. L
very mu pprec We enclose a copy of our publication

Garth Andrews London which you may find of interess.
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Barak's View of the Future: Die or Separate

Israelis and the Palestinians I am confident that we did the rightsovereignty. The real objective of Camp
jUSt can't live together, says thing for the future of Israel. When | tookDavid was to know if we had a serious
. power, there was only one path that partner who was ready to accept such far-
Camp David's peacemaker found reasonable - either to unmaskeaching ideas as a basis for an agreement.
by Lally Weymouth Arafat or to take cglc_:ulated risks if weyoy were ready to give up the Jordan
found him a Palestinian Sadat, ready tQg||ey, which Rabin said was
n his first interview since he wasput an end to the conflict. strategically crucial.
defeated last February, former ISralire you saying you went to Camp In exchange for an end to the Israeli-
prime minister Ehud Barak sat dowrpgayid to expose Arafat?
and discussed Camp David, Yasir Arafat
and the bleak legacy of his peacemaki
efforts with Newsweek’s Lally Weymouth

Arab conflict, we were ready to
N No. Arafat is a highly sophisticated andontemplate far-reaching risks. But
&mning rival. He is not easy to penetratéyrafat refused. He said, "I cannot take
"and it's not easy to understand his redhese ideas as a basis for negotiation. And

Excerpts: intentions. Oslo was based on a set éfdemand the right of return and full
WEYMOUTH: Is there any chance assumptions that if he was recalled frorsovereignty over the Temple Mount".
for Israel to arrive at a negotiated Tunisia to Gaza and the West Bank, if @his is a euphemism for the elimination
agreement with the Palestinians while  kind of political authority was establishedbf Israel, and no Israeli government will
Arafat is still in power? for him and he was exposed to meetingccept it. There is a thin line between a

BARAK: My feeling is that we won't the daily needs of his own people, if healculated risk and yielding to terror. |
have a peace agreement with Arafat. Hewas treated as a future leader of a statggver intended to cross this line.

not a Palestinian Sadat or a Palestinighis would transform him from a leader ofeqple criticise you for not having

King Hussein. Arafat tumed to violence? terrorist organization into a responsiblgyilt a personal rapport with Arafat

after Camp David. Camp David was deader of a future state. So it was not gefore and at Camp David.

moment of truth... It was an end to whagonspiracy or a trick to push Arafatinto a . . ic1ous. Can you remember what
Arafat had done for years - namely, talk iffap. You cannot know the other side'g, .\ ¢ rannort existed between Begin
English about his readiness to make pea§entions without being willing to take o\ 1 ca4at2 They hardly talked to each
and in Arabic about eliminating Israel incertain risks. other, but they were leaders.

stages. He decided that only by turning té&/hat did you think the chances were? Some say you made a mistake to start

violence could he once again create world At the beginning | thought it was maybenegotiating with Syria and that by the
sympathy. Arafat believed that pictures 060.50. Maybe it was just his way to delayime you turned to Arafat it was too late.
young Palestinians facing Israeli tankéhe moment of truth and reach it with the

would compensate for his failure. Hismaximum political capital. But during Hafez] Assad was ageing, and after he
indifference to Palestinian casualties anghd after Camp David, it became Cleatﬁie d we would ente? aI%n eriod of
loss of life... is a kind of a Palestinianthat we didn’t have the kind of leader We - certaint 9p

tragedy. If they were a democratic societiioped for, that could make the decisions Y

No, it was clear [Syrian President

they would replace him. a Sadat-like leader. Then it becamBUtyou pulled out of Lebanon and

There are reports that the Israeli important to expose him. That was tn€!d not getan agreement with Syria.
cabinet Is considering authorising the ~ pre-condition for the Israeli unity which Was that a mistake?

Army to enter Palestinian territories to ~ Sharon enjoys. No, it was not a mistake. It takes two to
eliminate the Palestinian Authority and What exactly did you offer at Camp ~ Make an agreement. Toward the end
get rid of Arafat. Do you favour this? ~ David? Assad was gradually becoming more and

. ) ..more focused on the succession process.
It should be a last resort, an option we arelt was not these details that led to its P

wiling to contemplate only if all other failure. Formally, they were not ourDO YOU believe the separation from
options have not worked and we haveuggestions but ideas raised by thif® Palestinians is the only way out?
gathered international support. It couldhmerican president. Ninety to ninety one | believe, in the long term, the strategic
easily boomerang and prompt internationgler cent [of the West Bank] would beneed of Israel is disengagement from the
intervention in ways that might hurt Israel'dransferred to the Palestinians in exchandralestinians.
interest. If there is a major clash and thtor a one per cent territorial swap. ...Sharon says separation is impossible.
world does not understand why Israel isiow was Jerusalem going to be | think he’s wrong and it's imperative.
SOl hich ok e agains: our erest s o . Sohowuillitwork? Wil you have a

The [Clinton] administration’s idea waspoor Palestinian state living side by
Do you approve of Prime Minister that we would take the Jewishside with a wealthy Israel?

Ariel Sharon’s policy of restraint? neighborhood, and Arafat would take gyery attempt to leave us with one
Sharon is doing the right thing bymost of the Arab neighborhoods. CertaiRitica| ynit, west of the Jordan River wil
combining an active campaign againdteighborhoods would be under a specigl,y ,, with either a bi-national state or an
terrorists, with restraint against widefegime or a kind, of joint management. ,nanheid system-but clearly not a jewish
operations that could harm the civilianVhat about the Temple Mount? democratic state. The only answer is to
population. The president suggested an arrangemeggtablish a border for Israel in which we
Looking back, do you think you made under which they would have a custodiawill have a solid Jewish majority for

too many concessions at Camp David? sovereignty while we had overallgenerations to come. It might takie
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...three or four years to delineate the line Cham me| ha - G ive me more....

around settlement blocks. At the beginning
| would not dismantle settlements. But ir (says Yasser Arafat)
due time, | would take isolated settlement
into the settlement blocks or into IsraeThe high point in Israel's short Whilst President Clinton was
proper.l would announce formally that we history was the Six Day War ofapparently trying to help Israel achieve
leave the door open for the Palestinians 1 1967, when the whole worldpeace with the Palestinians, he was in fact
resume negotiations based on Camp Davapplauded Israel’s miraculousonly interested in obtaining the Nobel
without any precondition, except for theachievement of defeating the combineBeace Prize. In the last months of his term
absence of violence. Arab armies. It is said that every Jew ite asked Prime Minister Ehud Barak for
Is Oslo dead? the Diaspora walked three inches tallethe best terms that Israel could offer the
Once Oslo’s assumptions collapsed, iThat euphoria_was gradually f_ri_tt(_eredDaIestinians. Naively, but in confidence,
cast a disturbing shadow in retrospect 0@Vay by the mistakes of the PoliticiansBarak offered most favourable terms to
what has happened since 1996. MaytFirstly, Moshe Dayan and others werehe Palestinians. When Arafat saw the list
Arafat cheated all of us. | put an end to th'OPINg to achieve peace with the Arable could not believe his eyes, but in Arab
process of giving him more and more landrom a position of strength, but the Arabsashion he decided to ask for more.

just to find out in the end that we gave hin'Who were shell-shocked by their massive, . .\ g o

; SR defeat were not in a position nor in a
everything [and got nothing in return]. i i ;
g[. g g : mood to make peace. Secondly, thB299ling is normal in any purchase.

Are you going to come back to

Israelis wanted to use cheap Arab labou}¥Nen @ Bedouin comes to the market he

politics soon? to enhance her economy which was a b0t judge for himself the correct price
It's not on the table right now. mistake. Thirdly, leaders like David Ber' What he wants to buy. So he tells the
Why did you meet such rejectionin  Gurion and Shimon Peres kept wanting t8r0cér Chammelha (put some more).
the last election, considering you had make peace with the Arabs, oblivious ofiafat acted in the same fashion and he
taken incredible risks for peace? the fact that the region consisted of man{yn© wants all will end up loosing all.

It was clear to me, especia”y in the |asother nationalities who could Strengtheﬂ—his is where the Palestinians stand now.

few months, that by pursuing this p0|icylsr§el’s hand in crgating a Middle Eastern \yhere do we go from here? Israel must
| was taking a big political risk. SharonUnion, not predominantly Arab. modify her approach by regarding the
was telling people, "Rely on me. | will - nyg thirty four years after the Six DayProblem as a regional matter which can
solve it easily.” | knew if he won, he \yyy |srael has reached the low point of h@nly be solved by the active participation
would end up doing basically what | hachisiory when Ehud Barak offered theand contribution of all the countries of the
done. It was clear to me that by stickintpjestinians 98% of the administeregegion. There is no room for a Palestinian
to these policies | risked a kind ofiepitories, half of Jerusalem and Estate state. Jordan should have been regarded
personal and political defeat But | haveiheir own  but they kept asking moreas the Palestinian State, but since this
done it all my life. concessions, emboldened by Arab stategportunity was missed, the administered
Was It worth it? and even by the British Foreign Ministerterritories should be divided into two or

| did the right thing for my country, and Israel cannot now afford to give anythinghree autonomous areas. Palestinian
| never look backward. When the timemore that would not lead to the eventudhbour should be completely eliminated

comes for the Palestinians to have dismantling of the Jewish State. from Israel’'s economy.

Sadat-like leader, we will end up with a (D

favourable agreement and then with . . .

permanent peace along the same line Micha" SOCIth for Deaf Children

shaped by us at Camp David. am the mother of Liran who has drawn a number of caricatures for "The Scribe".

Do you think that time will come? I | am a volunteer of "Micha" association, which is a society for deaf children,
It will take years founded by my late uncle, Dr Ezra Korine (of Baghdad). Dr Ezra Korine dedicated

his life to research and worked for the Deaf. For his life’s enterprise he received the
very prestigious "Israel Prize" for 1976.

Sharon's Option o | _ . . |
For its existence, "Micha" relies almost entirely on private donations. | am proud to
ime Minister Sharon cannot note that among Micha’s supporters are several of my family members, and of the
p)roceed from where Ehud Barak!radian community, who have donated towards study rooms, expensive equipment
left off. He can only succeed by used by the children for the lessons, and other purposes.

following a complete change of strategy. | am writing to you to support this very worthwhile cause.

Israel alone cannot solve the Mrs Marsha Segal, a lovely lady and Chairwoman of "Micha", visits England

Palestinian problem, which must beseveral times a year, and would be glad to provide you with further details.
regarded as a regional problem. All the

Arab countries that waged successiv
wars on Israel and emboldened Arafat il ater, from "Micha" Association:
his latest stance must contribute to .
lasting settlement.

Dalia Dangoor Tel-Aviv

On behalf of our Directors, staff and children, we wish to express our heartfelt
appreciation for your generous gift of £250 which will help to ensure the

Fortunately, the new Bush continuity of our special educational and rehabilitation programmes for the
administration has accepted this reality. benefit of Micha’s childrens
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From Issue No. 3

The Arabs will Never make Peace with Reality

by Exilarch
n November 1947, the United Nation§ HE ARABS WILL NEVER MAKE They apparently could not accept the
passed the Partition Resolution oPEACE WITH ISRAEL... reality of the situation in the field. The
Palestine, which was flatly rejected _any pretence to the contrary is onlySraelis kept moving forward.

by the Arabs. Since then an importantheant to put pressure on Israel to This refusal to accept reality results
event happened in the reQion - name')évacuate occupied territories WithOUfrom a defect in the Arab character - they
the emigration in the fifties of one million achieving secure frontiers and a lastingannot live at peace with their neighbours.
Jews from Arab countries, the greapeace - for a genuine peace would megthd while the Arabs on many occasions
majority of whom went to Israel. TWotake and give, and Arab thinking,in history gained from calculated perfidy,
important considerations arise from thigolitics and strategy have always beefhe Jews often suffered as a result of their

event: 1) that the Jews who came to Israghsed on the wonderful formula: all tqoyalties - to their faith, their neighbours
from Arab countries and the Arabs whqake and nothing to give. and their allies.

left Israel for Arab countries represent an
exchange of populations similar to those When Arab propaganda vaguely speaksNB:  Earlier this year Ehud Barak,

that took place after the war in many’ Israel having to withdraw from surprisingly, offered Arafat everything; more
parts of the world. 2) The Jews th)ccupied Arab lands, they want people tihan anyone expected but the Arabs still did
emigrated from Arab countries broughPeli€ve that they mean land occupied iRot accept the offes

with them ancient territorial rights inthe Six-Day War. In fact however, the

their countries of origin that must beArabs mean Israel’; withdrawal from the
satisfied in any final settlement of theVhole of “Palestine” and the total
regional conflict between Jews anclimination of the Jewish State.
Arabs. Both points have been overlooked Recognising the natural desire of many
or ignored by successive Israelpjews to re-establish their Middle Easter ow! what a fantastically
governments. home and realising the benefits thfWhistorical site you have!l My
The only way such claims can bevould accrue to the region which coul name is Joseph ElHadef, and |
satisfied would be from what is termedbe transformed in peace and prosperijye in NY, | am Greek, Hungarian,
Arab lands now occupied by Israel. Irinto some of the leading countries of th Egyptian, and Iraqui. In the article from
other words, this would make the wholavorld, Iraqi Premier, Nuri al-Saeedy) niefiore Hall the lecturer mentions
of "Palestine" West of the River Jordarproposed in 1946 to admit two million

. . that Mr.Dangoor spoke to a crypto Jew
belonging to Israel. Jews from Europe if the Jews would giv: J P yp

their plan of an independent State Hin Saudia Arabia, tell me more about this
The fact that most Arab countriesUp I ! P “‘incident? | had two Kuwaiti friends at

. roposal was rejected by the Arabs ar . L
took up arms against Israel and ha\}éame 100 late to be accepted by the JeVHofstra University in NY and they both
told me that there are STILL Jews in

been taking part in various formﬁ_ .
ater when the federal plan for Palestin . .
P Kuwait? As well as Bahrain? Tell me

against Israel puts on them the :
- . . .~ Wwas published some Arabs opted fc .
responsibility of assuming their role in P P more about the Saudi Jews!

final settlement of the regional conflic?\luri.’s. proposal. After the UN decided or
between Jews and Arabs partition the Arabs came to favour th(Joseph ElHadef
' federal plan. And when the State of Israt.
Immediately after the Six Day Waremerged in 1948 and the Arabs failed .l|udaeus(o'bamexol.net
many observers believed that the shockipe it out of existence by war, theyScribe:
of defeat would bring the Arabs to theimnnounced their acceptance of the U.I
senses and force them to the conferenpartition plan. After the events of June
table where a just and lasting peac&967, they have been clamouring for th
might be negotiated for the benefit of théoundaries of 1948. They are always or

whole region. step behind, for they cannot make pea(th€ Offices of the Exilarch's Foundation,
ith reality. asking for help to obtain a visa to

, w
But in September 1967 at the . enable them to emigrate to Israel.
Khartoum Summit conference Arab On the first day of the June war, Arthu yowever, the Israel Embassy in London

leaders unanimously resolved t.hlat ther@oldberg vyho was then United Statey,ned down their application and they
can b.e ."No peace, No recognition, Nwepresgntatwe a.t the U.N.. proposed §ecided to travel to Jordan and move
negotiations" with Israel. Instead, theceasefire but this was rejected by th
Arabs have tried, through military,Russians and the Arabs. In his memoir
diplomatic and economic measures, tBresident Lyndon Johnson continues tt According to their evidence there are
force Israel to withdraw to the pre-196%tory: "June 7, the third day of the warthousands of crypto Jews in Saudi Arabia
armistice lines. Those who support theegan with the Israelis announcing th:who lead a separate existence from the
Arab case ignore the fact that whethey were willing to accept a crasefirrmain population. To our knowledge,
Israel was confined to those lines, Arafbefore Jordan entered the war and lothere are no Jews living in Kuwait, but a
attitude was exactly the same: thethe West Bank] provided the Arabsnumber of Jewish families still live in
talked war and not peace. agreed. But the Arabs did not respon(Bahrain, mainly of Iragi origine
41 The Scribe No.74

A crypto Jewish couple from Saudi
Arabia with their twelve children came
to London a few years ago and visited

over to Israel clandestinely.



around the dangling corpses marked

Giscard Stresses Palestinians’ wew. wy soyear od parents left in

1973 after their property was sequestrated.

‘ R | g ht to a h om e’ Our family had lived in Iraq for over 2500

years. We belong to more than one million

RIS — French President Valery Giscard d’Estaing said here on TuesddyPlaced Jews from Arab countries who
Pr?ight that France believes in the necessity of a global agreement |n fi{dl not take to the gun but dispersed all
Middle East which would preserve the legitimate rights of "all concene@Ver the world, are trying to pick up the

and especially the right of the Palestinian people to a homeland of their own". threads quietly and with dignity.

The French President, who was addressing a banquet in honour of the fuler '€ solution must be global for there can
Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa, praised the recently concluded Israeli-Egyptidtf NO peace for the Palestinian refugees
disengagement agreement as "having safeguarded the chances for a peat®flq the rights, material and political of
solution in the Middle East’, but stressed: "it is only a step towards a dlodif Jewish refugees are ignored.

agreement which is indispensable and urgent". The solution must be global for there

can be no peace In one corner of the
Middle East while the Lebanese

M . E . SO I UtIO n m USt be g I O bal Christians are faced with a life-and-death

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post fro_m entering some Arab countries orii;:?nglzhtvggg;ﬁ m;g‘ tﬁ:rdASm::::ig?]ts

Sir, pain of death. and Assyrians remember their massacres

In his address at the recent banquet f rThe solution must be glpbal, for peaceﬁnq t_hei_r stolen lands; while the_ Shia
Sheikh Khalifa of Qatar, French Presidenf" gnd order in the Middle East argnajority In Iraq are Qppressed; Wh"e the
Valery Giscard d’Estai,ng expressed th|E§1d|V|sabIe. To the PLO who say theyArabs control 5 million square miles of

belief that the Middle East must have évant to establish a free, multi-racialfenitory and non-Arabs are denied any

emocratic, secular and progressivterritory. These are not isolated problems
global agreement. Allow me to applau ; .
; : L alestine, we say we want to establish &d must be solved together.
this verdict of vision , these words %ree, multi-racial, democratic, secular and
wisdom, which point to the right path for ) ’r v Midél East T t,h wh The solution must be global for there can
peace in the Middle East. tphotg ;.SS ve Middle East. .SI cf)se I otrs]eye no peace in the Middle East while a few
| am an Iragi Jew who managed to a bl 'O.nlerr: I'S trespon5| € Otrha; A eQrab leaders pocket most of the oil wealth
q . gea rouble In Falestine, we say thal Arall g jews have to keep tightening their
escape from the country in 1964 jusimperialism is responsible for all the

o . . belts; while the Arabs clamour for a return
before the official wave of . terror trouble in the Middle East. to Palestine (although the bridges are open)
descended on our community and

culminated in the public hanging in N E Dangoor but have barred Jews from entering some

Baghdad's main square of nine innocent Appeared in the Jerusalem Post, f\rab countries on pain of death.

Jews. My 90 year old parents left in 197®ecember 1975 The solution must be global, for peace,
after their property was sequestrated. Our law and order in the Middle East are
family had lived in Iraq for over 2500 Following is the full text of the letter toindivisible. Moreover, the conflict between
years. We belong to more than one milliopresident Giscard d’Estaing. the Arabs and Israel is not equal: for while

displaced Jews from Arab countries whgg|
did not take to the gun but, dispersed ag Palestine, we Jews are struggling for a
over the world, are trying to pick up the more basic and elementary claim; the right
threads quietly and with dignity. November 5 1975 to exist in the Middle East, a right not

The solution must be global for there Your Excellency denied to the Arabs.

can be no peace .in one corner of the, your address at the banquet for To t_he PLO who_say_ they want t_o
MldQIg East wh|Ie. the' Lebaneseg qikh Khalifa of Qatar last week youestabhsh a free muIt|_—raC|aI, dgmocranc,
Christians are faced yylth a Ilfe-and-deatgxpressed the belief that the Middle EaSEcular and progressive Palestmg we say
struggle; while 6 mll!on Kurds Can_nOtmust have a global agreement. we want tp establish, a free, multl-raC|§I,
attain autonomy; while the Armenians democratic. secular and progressive
and Assyrians remember their massacresfllow me to applaud you, Mr Middle East. To those who say that
and their stolen lands; while the Shidresident, for this verdict of vision, thesgijonism Is responsible for all the trouble
majority in Iraq are oppressed; while thavords of wisdom, which point to thejn Palestine, we say that Arab
Arabs control 5 million square miles offight path for peace in the Middle East. imperialism is responsible for all the
territory. These are not isolated problems | om an Iragi Jew who managed tdrouble in the Middle East.

and must be solved together.. escape from that country in 1964 just Being the cradle of civilisation and the

The solution must be global for therddefore the official wave of terror crossroads of three continents, the Middle
can be no peace in the Middle East whildescended on our community angast contains many ancient nationalities
a few Arab leaders pocket most of the ofulminated In the public hanging inand thus it Is fragmented into small
wealth and Jews have to keep tighteningaghdad’s main square of nine innocerfyinerable units. As such It always
their belts; while the Arabs clamour forJews while President Bakr went there withttracted aggression from within or
a return to Palestine (although thé& brass-band to celebrate the occasion afgthout. Yesterday Ottoman power
bridges are open) but have barred Jewse populace were invited to have a picnigominated the sceng
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E. President Valery Giscard the Arabs are striving to gain control of

Estaing, Paris



...today Arab nationalism Is trying to
assert itself; tomorrow It can be Persii The Israel M useum1 Jerusalem
that will dominate the Middle East as: of wo weeks ago, | met Zvi Gabay at the opening of an exhibition in Jerusalem.
years In the past. The fact is that th I He told me about the journal on Babylonian Jewry The Scribe published by
various communities of the Middle Easi The Exilarch’s Foundation. | was truly happy and moved to get the latest issue
were never united in freedom and this It his journal which evoked fond memories of my childhood in Iraq which | left in
the only way to ensure lasting peace 11942 and never went back. | remembered the name Dangoor in school and later | met
the area — a federatlon or confederatiognother Dangoor in Stockholm, | knew about your being in London but never had
covering Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Israelihe chance to meet you. The last ten years | have been active at the Israel Museun

Jordan,  Kuwait  (and  Cyprus) i, jerusalem as director of the European division.
...comprising 6 million Shia, 6 million . )
Sunna, 6 million Kurds, 3 Million A few years ago, Fred Worms helped us to install the Synagogue from Cochin

Christians (Greek, Maronites, (India) from the 17th century which carries his name. On that occasion the Israel
Museum organised a wonderful exhibition on the three Jewish communities in India
before the establishment of the State of Israel. | enclose for you a catalogue of that
exhibition and | hope that you will enjoy reading it.

Armenians, Assyrians), 3 million Jews
as well as a score of other group:
(Yezidls, Druse, Alawis, Turkomen,
Bahais, etc.). Vicky Meroz Jerusalem

The upheavals of the Middle East oveHead of the European Department

the years were responsible for drivincThe Jews of India

the better section of the population out o

the region and this process is stil The story of three communities

continuing. With the establishment of ¢ Edited by Ospa Slapak

stable and peaceful regime In the Middle Published by The Israel Museum. Jerusalem
East, most of these diasporas would ter 215 pp

to return and thus transform the picturc Thjs s an illustrated catalogue of the exhibition on the Jews of India organised by

of that part of the world. It is unfortunate The |srael Museum, which was made possible by the generous contributions of...
that today in matters concerning the

Arabs expediency often takes priority
over principles. But anyone who
sacrifices principles for material benefits
in the end loses the principles and th
material benefits.

Audrey and Martin Gruss, New York

Les Amis du Musée d’Israél a Jerusalem en Suisse Romande
Doreen and Albert Jacob, Jerusalem

Elias Charitable Foundation

The Rembaum family, in memory of their father, Bolek Rembaum

La France, depositary of the humar The following is a selected bibliography on the subject:

conscience, can under your Wiséapraham, Calcutta Jews Abraham, Isaac S. Origin and History of the
guidance, lead world opinion to demanc Calcutta Jews. Calcutta, c. 1970

and implement a global agreement for th

Middle East which will earn the gratitude Benei Yisrael The Bene Israel: Halakhic Decisions and Sources
of this and future generations. Regarding their Origins and Legal Status. Chief

Rabbinate of Israel, Jerusalem, 1961/2.
Yours respectfully

Elias and Cooper, Elias, Flower, and Judith Elias Cooper. The Jews
N E Dangoor

Jews of Calcutta of Calcutta. Calcutta, 1974.
**

Ezra, Calcutta Jewry Ezra, Esmond David. Turning Back the Pages. A

. Chronicle of Calcutta Jewry. London, 1986.
PRESIDENCE DE LA

REPUBLIQUE Fischel, Immigration “The Immigration of Arabian Jews to India in the
Eighteenth Century”. PAAJR33 (1965): 1-20.
Paris
Fischel, Ha Yehudim beHodu  The Jews in India: Their Contribution to the

Monsieur, N E Dangoor — London Economic and Political Life. Jerusalem, 1959/60.

Monsieur Hebrew.
Votre lettre est bien parvenue élsenberg, Bene Israel Isenberg, Shirley Berry, India’s Bene Israel: A
Monsieur le Président de la République Comprehensive Inquiry and Source-book.
C'est avec toute l'attention nécessair Bombay. 1988.
gu’il en a été pris connaissance. ) o _ )
) ] _ Israel, Jews of India Israel. Benjamin J. The Jews of India. New Delhi,
Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, I'assurance 1982.

de mes sentiments distingués.
Philippe SAUZAY Roland, Jews in British India Roland, Joan G. Jews in British India: Identity in

Le Chef de Cabinet a Colonial Era. Hanover, N.H, 1989.

8 December 1976 Roth, Sassoon Dynasty Roth, Cecil. The Sassoon Dynasty. Londor. 1941
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W? On the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of The Scribe, ?W
@@ we reprint selected articles from previous issues é@

FROM ISSUE NO. 1

Toward a Middle East Federation

by Exilarch

he repeated attempts of Aralby pan-Islamism but the aim is Arab leaders can afford to play this
I leaders to unite various countrieslomination. The combinations have beegame of power politics because they keep
of the Middle East in a pan-arabvaried: Irag, Syria and Jordan; Egypt antheir own people under their heels as most
Federation shows clearly their imperialisByria; Iraq and Jordan; Egypt, Syria andrab regimes are m|||_tary dictatorships.
intentions and their ultimate aim ofYemen; Egypt, Libya and Sudan; EgyptThUS Arab leaders gain absolute control

) ) } ria and Libva with Sudan to follow.  Of vast oil revenues which they squander
having an empire extending from the®Y Y on arms and power adventures with

Atlantic Ocean to the Persian Gulf and Since the end of the First World Warcomplete disregard for the welfare of their
beyond. This movement has been fuelletie long term plan to Arabise the Middlepeople who are kept impoverished and so
sometimes by pan-Arabism, sometimeEBast has been put in motion. rendered harmless.

The Israeli Birthrate

1

demographic problems facing Israel. The average birthrate per couple was only 1.6 children, not even enough to repl:

Q t a recent visit to the Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue, former Israeli President Yitzhak Navon explained tt
the previous generation.

Luckily, religious Jews are trying to make up the deficiency by having large families. Likewise, some Sephardic families ar
also having a large number of children such as Ezra Shohet and his wife Caroline (née Khazma) shown below with their childi
and grandchildren. May more Jewish couples follow their example.
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The Cellar Club

n 1970 the younger members of thavho was thinking about it as well.idea as to what the Club meant. Emile
I Iragi Community in London However, we did not understand whatanted a House of Parliament, Jimmy a

established their own club — Theeach one meant. A meeting was nexestaurant, Charlie a discotheque; Soad
Cellar Club. arranged with Naim Dangoor (who hadand Samira a place to go to; Yvonne an
éust established the Gardenia Club) andducational institute. To me a club would
off we went, four of us; Emile Cohen,mean nothing but a Qahwa (coffee
Edward Ezer, Jimmy Shamash antiouse). The funny thing is that none of
yself. Naim Dangoor gave us highese tied up with the Seniors idea who
essings and we drove back happily. wanted an undercover marriage bureau.

Samir Samra relates how it cam
about: Sitting with my wife Ingrid at a
party, | heard somebody mumbling
about a club. Positioning my ear a big;
better, | find it is about the same old club
that | had been hearing about since | At a plenarily meeting twenty of us The Cellar Club, in the basement of
arrived to this country but never seen. Were sitting round a table with Emile aghe Gardenia Club, was declared open on
then decided to move my whole hea€hairman and six committee memberthe 25th January 1970 to a meeting of 40
nearer to Ketty Shohet and Jimmyand their "Mishpaha". Then it dawned oror so people.

Shamash. We contacted Emile Coheme that each one of us had a different

Historical note:

The Gardenia Club building was acquired in 1969 at the price of £19,000; the premises are now wortt
one million pounds.

The 1973 committee members of the club are introduced by the Editor of the Club journal, |[Emile
Cohen, as follows...

. Chairman: Jack Attraghji, known as the one-eyed Jack

. Secretary: Vivi Shina, Queen of Sheba and Duchess
of the Island of Wag Waq

. Treasurer: Sami Dellal, Financial Advisor to the
Bank of England and several firms in the City

. Committee Member: Dora Tawfig, Miss World 1900

. Committee Member: Danny Dellal, one of the original members
of the Ali Baba group

. Committee Member: Sabah Rashti, Paul Newman in disguise

. Committee Member: Nadia Shina, Cilla Black of the Cellar Club

natures, basically serving tohas produced several plays and showe®medies and this really is the basis of

entertain and cultivate ourwith tremendous success. The Cellaguccess. Iragis, | think, would be very
members. Guests are welcomed anbrama Group has captivated audiences!sceptible to serious dramatic plays. The
treated with respect and friendship untibf about 200 people a show. success earned from these plays spurred
they pay their £2 membership! others to write.

The plays that were performed were: i )
On the cultural side, talks, discussionsLock up your sons" — by David Gabbay. Emile Cohen wrote and directed a play

and debates occupy a major pariAyear later, David Gabbay wrote anothe:r;zgasmsg?iléii 1?3'::23/37 ?v?t?]bzb I.o1t—hlci‘
General knowledge quizzes alwa " ible" - . )
manage to hold a?w at?entive au dienzgsﬁ e;rtg(ta)lilz;lbelg aizdhséll :T:f:ewfo ste;epohtncal motives and views and was one
Dancing parties with disco and flashing, ducti Edward E yd o ”tﬂ"the best actgd plays. This was coupled
lights etc. are always popular, with foodon "l recordings "zer Ta © Sorith "The Marriage Broker", directed by
: _ ’ eautiful recordings of "God" and hadezra Sopher starring Isaac Amber as a

and booze amply provided. various technical effect to exhibit. We hadyoman marriage broker. This was

The Cellar Band or the Doub-a-Doub i$0me new actors notably Freddy Zeloufindoubtedly the funniest play of them all
a musical group playing a variety ofwho took the part of Samson and got sand the most successful.
musical compositions from Victor carried away in his aCting that when he 1971 was a very good year for p|ays
Sylvester to the Beatles and in severdlad a fight on stage (part of the play) witnq in Christmas we made a show called
languages. They established themselvdgck Attraghji he broke three of Jack'safter Ramadhan................ Christmas”
in the late months of 1972 and in theibs. Good job he was not asked to killvhich was composed of funny sketches
months ahead they should gathedack. The Bible was the best productioand songs and nearly all the people who
momentum and score their successes. we made and lasted for 21/2 hours. took part were newcomers.
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The Marriage BroKer. ..
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A receipe for a happy home, intended for men, women and children.
Take 2 cups full of Patience
1 heart full of Love
2 full hands of Generosity
1 pinch of Gaiety mixed with...
1 cup of Understanding.
Now add 2 cups of Loyalty;
Mix all the ingredients with Tenderness.
Spread this irresistible mixture on a Life and serve it to all you meet.
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Regarding “The Elias Family”

by Edward Yamen, Milan (issue 73)

heard from my late grandfather othe conventional wisdom in feeling thal

Baghdad, Yossef Nissim, in relation tdhe time of the "Right Moment" was quite
an invitation made by his father-in-lawready for that change. More than all tha
Yahya Dahood Nissan, for a party in highe story showed that he had capabilitig
house honouring Abdalla Eliyahoo on thef wordpower, good brains and motivatio
occasion of his visit to Baghdad. Notabletoward emancipation in fashion.

and friends from the community were | seize this opportunity to send yo

present celebrating the event. herewith a photo of my grandfathe

At the end of the party, the main guestearing a fez taken in 1915. Tradition hasf
Abdalla Eliyahoo in person stood up anthat repeating something in the name of t
addressed the people asking them in ame who said it is a great source of merit f
convincing and friendly manner to givethat person — even after his passing, th
up their old-fashioned headgears for newisplaying indebtedness to the source; a
‘modern’ fez. The name derives from théhat is what | am now properly doing.
town Fez in Morocco from where that Read article
headgear_ was imported. In later years tngsue 7> Yamen Yousef Nissim wearing a Sidara,
fez was imported from Vienna and the

1930ss.
name was changed to Feena — a reference

to Vienna which he brought with him to - Regarding the marriage of the parents of

the party in sufficient numbers in a

“chinbeela’ (an Arabic slang to denote ¢ General Khaled AL-ZAHAWI

very big bag, much bigger than a ‘zinbeel .
— a basket made of palm leaves). by Edward Yamen Milan (Issue 73)

The letter of Ms Z. Zahawi showed a They shook hands very warmly and

I am writing to report a story which land if you like, he must have used as weg

"The Elias Family" from

sincere and serious interest ||rha.d a cordial talk while | remained a

searching for facts, in contrast to théilent  observer looking at that
typical attitudes of other persons in similagharismatic person with his enthusiastic
cases who disregard the past, ignore it adfld jovial gestures wearing a very new
against all logic do consider evenSIDARA and a wide smile.

yesterday a day of an era already passed. Meantime, | could not forget for a

| would like to seize this opportunity tomoment the tense, crucial and upsetting

appreciate and applaud her noble senseR§ifiod we were passing by, whereat the

belonging and strong will for fact-Shops which belonged to the non-Jews

finding, as she proved to be validated as@/er the street were already marked and
person who matters. painted with the words "MUSLIM" OR
"CHRISTIAN". (It was by itself an

¥ In relation to _the marriage itself, |oogier job than to write "JEWS" on the
) should say that it was a very rare everyons of the Jews, as they were more
| ag and strictly an isolated case in OURL merous” — without a shadow of

—— , +{ community for many years right acrosgyq pnt, that scenery gave the broadest
Yossef Nissim wearing a fez "1915'| - the spectrum. hint that an act of violence was in the

Surprisingly enough the reaction was | find it not enough from my side tooffing against us at the zero hour.
favourable and the idea pleased everyoRgop here while | can say a word about
of the guests whereas the host excusgflo sons from that marriage, namel
himself nicely asserting that his attachmemihaled and Naji whom | had the Chanc‘aisgust to all those things, saying to my
to the old way was too powerful on him. to meet and remember very well. father something like "we are not going to

So the guests left the party happily just four or five days before the end o$tand by and let them do what they want...
wearing their new fez, leaving their oldthe pro-Nazi revolt in Iraq while | wasNEVER!"
fashioned things behind, and supposediyalking with my father in a torrid afternoon
gﬁqﬂ?gsaubgnstiner:fertG(:utrf:]elrh\(/)vrl:]/gs ::aih the main street of Baghdad, he bump%lpful especially to me as a kid,
_ p _ nto Khaled Al-Zahawi by mere chance lusfrightened to death from all those
creating spontaneous joy and naturgicross the street from the shop of the latter

" " ; ) . ' Hsetting surroundings!
content for the "New Look" to their relatives from his mother’s side. | was aE[I?J d g

Spontaneously enough, Khaled Al
Yzahawi pointed up with disapproval and

Those assurances were surely very

environment. that time a 13 year old kid and am glad that It was really an incredible gift; | felt so
In fact, Abdalla Eliyahoo, unveiled in! can still remember that casual encountégfreshed and rejoiced at that news beyond
this story a mix of grace as well as gut ith clarity and brightness. description but at the end when the time

did come all the good intentiohs
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...and tati f Al Zahawi : :
trr:ms‘:j:‘rc])rmeexdp(iar(l:tc[;l : t1p;o(l)Js hopa;’ 3vv;llle\rll\l?;: 98 And Stl II WO rkl ng
attacks of the mobs started to take place

and the Kafka-esaue nightmare came tr zra Belboul (Lev) continues working at the Ministry of Defence at the age of
as Jewish peoplg Were-g falling dead an 98. He was born in Baghdad in 1903. In 1917 with the British entry to

. aghdad, he was employed by the British authorities at the young age of 14
shops and homes were being aﬁa‘:kefor his knowledge of Arabic, French, Turkish and English. They found him
robbed, ) plundered  and IO,Oted'trustworthy and reliable. He rose in his position to become personal secretary to the
Degradation and death showed their uglgyitish Governor. He also worked with King Feisal | and was in his entourage when
face in no time. Oddly enough, thepe met King Ibn Saud in 1930 on board a British battleship. He occupied important

unrestrained ruthlessness of the British s(yositions in the Iragi Ministry of Interior until his emigration to Israel in 1950.
called ‘liberators’ exploited that terrible

situation as a vested interest fol
themselves and as a scapegoat weapor
leaving Baghdad for more than 36 hour
in full disorder, disarray and lawlessness

In Israel he was appointed as translator in the Ministry of Defence and remained in
this position until he was pensioned in 1968, but continued to work with a salary until
the year 2001. He still continues to work without pay as he finds his work to be his
life. He has 2 sons and 2 daughters and 26 grandchikdren.

Al Zahawi informed the Dangoors
privately as | could see from the las
paragraph of the Scribe’s article unde
reference, that he wasn't given the
permission to disperse the rioters neithe
by the British nor by Noori al-Sa’eed, not
even by firing into the air only.

b

[] ]

Seventeen years later just by a history| 2 & J R ——
twist of fate, Noori al Sa’eed himself wag ; - #! . ¥ i
killed in the streets of Baghdad and ha L ’ .
not a better end than those innocer I g 'b""'f /
civilian Jews, killed in that event and 1. : 1'1# "o
who could have been saved if he wante ! s
to. Though | would like to declare that | == ), g
wasn't happy to what has happened t
him just as | wasn't happy for what
happened to the Jews in June 194
Nevertheless, | should say that | ha
given a thorough and well meditatec
philosophical thought to how things
happen in life of which to take note of;

just at the manner of the ‘Ecclisiasticus
in the Bible.

-

Now speaking about Naji Mahmood Al
Zahawi, the younger brother of Khaled
his that full name was enlisted among th
customers’ of my father's banking
bureau. He was honest, reliable an
punctual. Surely these high marks
couldn’t be given to every customer,; |
can add thgt hg was extr.aordmarll . " Ezra Belboul (Lev)
meticulous in his those virtues and - '
qualities. W.r'lereas K.haled Was 3¢ etter of Appreciation from The Attorney General, Jerusalem — 25 January 2001
extrovert, Naji was so introvert though
very quick in talking and walking, Dear Mr Ezra Lev
modest and mild — he was shorter an J have learned with pleasure that you have attained the age of ninety-eight years, in
thinner. As he was a ‘Judge’, | daresay h I well-being and good living, and that the Ministry of Defence will distinguish this
was a ‘lenient’ Judge because looking ¢ B day during which you will conclude your period of formal work in this office and
his characters he couldn’t be otherwise. will commence your work as a volunteer. This makes me want to tell you: may you
N.B. Enclosed: a photograph of mycontinue to star_ld on your post_, as you have_done over one genera_tion’s time f_rom the

S - _ ) .’ usual age of retirement. Yours is an outstanding phenomenon, few, if any, of which can
father with a Sidara. Date: easily 1930'S g tonq in public service. The beauty of this is that, firstly, that the administration

Read article on the marriage of theappreciates the importance of your service, and secondly, in that your service is that of
parents of General Khaled AL-ZAHAW| the Defence of Israel, a country still struggling for peace and security. May you know
from issue 73 happiness and live for many years to come, in good health.
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De Gaulle's opinion of Israel A Protestant

Press conference held at the Elysée Palace on...27 November 19¢ Clergyman Answers
Sent by Edward Dangooor General de Gaulle

Question: double its population by encouraging the | t is considered decent to be ecstatic
) . immigration of new elements had led us tc | over the brilliant style of your press
General, war broke out in the Middle  pejieve that the territory it had acquirec I conference. | did read your recent and
East six months ago. It ended quickly, would soon prove insufficient and that, inoriginal interpretation of Jewish history
as we know. What do you think of the  order to enlarge it, it would seize on anyand you will allow me to be ecstatic not
evolution of the situation in that area  opportunity that would present itself. This isyer your style, but over the surprising
since last June? the reason why the Fifth Republic hacignorance it reveals of the actual facts, the

Answer: d:senggged it.S:hc fron: the vg:r_yhsp(;acti)al alz“deliberate determination to misrepresent
close ties with lIsrael, established by t ‘History and the remarkable subtlety

he establishment of a ZionistP'€Vious regime, and instead had appl'eemployed in order to insult and to hurt.
homeland in Palestine and thentself to favouring detente in the Middle East

after the Second World War, theObv!ously. we had maintained cordial Obviously, in spite of some Israeli and
establishment of the State of Israel raisé&lat'ons vylth the Governmen_t of Israel, aniJewish exegetes, you are not anti-
at the time a certain amount of fears. THe/&" cont!?uei tg fu%ply forr]!|t5 dfft?]nce thSemitic. It certainly would appear most

; - Weapons it asked to buy, while at the samungentlemanly to be anti-Semitic as far
question could be asked, and was mde%ée we were advising moderation. Finally,asgi/ou are coyr/merned, for many reasons:
asked even among many Jews_, Wheth\% had refused to give our official backing tc .
the settlement of this community ON &g setiing in a conquered district of When you make of so many centuries
land ~acquired under more or [€S§grsalem, and had maintained our Embas©f sufferings a simple poetic ballad of the
justifiable conditions, in the midst of Arab;,, el Aviv. "Wandering Jew", you insult eighteen
populations who were basically hostile, centuries of Jewish sufferings in
would not lead to continued, incessant Unfortunately a drama occurred. It wascypistian jands.

frictions and conflicts. Some people eveRrought on ?Y thfe veri/] great §n|d COf”Star When vou assert that in Christendom a
feared that the Jews, until then scatteréﬁns'on resulting from the scandalous fate ¢ Y

about, but who were still what they h adne refugegs in Jordan, and also by the thre"capital interest and sympa'lthy" has always
alway,s been, that is an elite people su(r)f destruction against Israel. On 22 May thibeen offered to Israel, you insult the people

' . ) ’ aba affair unfortunately created byto whom were inflicted the "rouelle"
of themselves and QOm|neer|ng, WOUIdlfkypt* would offer a pretext to those who(round cloth headpiece Jews had to wear
OI”IC? assembled again (':)I’I the land_Of th anted war. To avoid hostilities, on 24 Mayduring the Middle Ages) and official
ancient greatness, turm into a burming afgance had proposed to the other threcontempt (counciliar decisions of 1215).
conquering ambition. Major Powers to jointly forbid both parties _

Neverthless, in spite of the ebbing anffom initiating the fight. On 2 June, the When you speak of the f]e,\,NISh Jerusalem
f|owing stream of malevolences theyFl'enCh Government had OfﬂCla”y deClareCa‘S _Of a Conquered dIStrI_Ct you have us
aroused in certain countries and certaifhat it would condemn whoever would takeSmile: everybody knows in the West that
times, a considerable capital of interest, arip arms first. | myself, on 24 May, hadthis town Jerusalem covers several hills
even sympathy, had accrued in their favoustated to Mr Eban, Israel’'s Foreign Ministerand has been built by Jewish hands. But
especially it must be said in Christiarvhom | saw in Paris: "If Israel is attackedone will have, one of these days, to realise
countries: a capital issued from thave shall not let it be destroyed, but if yorsomehow the Ambassador of France will
immense memory of the Bible, fed by théttack we shall condemn your action. have his place in Jerusalem, that the Holy
sources of a magnificent liturgy, kept alive o oo attacked, and reached its obj ectiveLand i_s r_10t protected anymore by anyone:
by the commiseration inspired by their . days of fighting. Now it organises Israel is in charge and takes care of it with
ancient misfortune, poeticised here by the. ;s op, conquered territories, theMOre efficiency, courage and honour than
myth of the Wandering Jew, heightened béﬁ(gcupation of which cannot go without@nY Previous “protector”.

;[jhe_ abon:]inablse perjec\ijtiolnds p\;\?rpetuat% pression, repression, expulsions, while ¢ Really, it was not necessary, indeed to
uring the Secon or ar andye same time a resistance grows, which gyt in the face of the people who gave

nd g :
. . egards as terrorism. Jerusalem shoul ; :
homeland, by their constructive works an‘f‘egeive international status the world Moses, Isaiah, Jesus, accusing

the courage of their soldiers. That is why Israel of provoking "the stream of

many countries — France amongst them —*After asking the UN forces to leave, malevolences: (admirable euphemisms)
had seen with satisfaction the establishmewhich for ten years had controlled thewhich Jews had to suffer unceasingly.

of their State on the territory acknowledge@utlet of the Gulf of Akaba at the Straight
as theirs by the Major Powers, whileof Tiran, Egypt announced that it would
wishing for them to reach, by using somélock navigation to and from the port ofI w bunch of fools si it is olai
modesty, a peaceful "modus vivendi" withEilat, by which Israel receives its oil Sra€l, for a bunch ot ToolS since It IS plain

their neighbours. imports from Iran and which is its only for all o see thatinyour mind, the important
%utlet to the Red Sea, especially since trduestions are about oil, money and the

Mr President, you should not have taken
men of France, Western countries and

It must be said that these psychological = ~. - i< closed to ships flying thePrestige not of France which your unworthy

factors had somewhat changed since 1938, .| . words have injured, but by the miserable
The Franco-British Suez expedition had seen ephemeral glory of a politician in the

the emergence of a warrior State of Israel Israel rightly regarded the closure °1evening of his lifes
determined to increase its land area anwhvigation as the start of hostilities by o
boundaries. Later, the actions it had taken fgypt. + Claude Duvemoy Minister
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The Israeli Source of the Pathan Tribes
From the book, Lost Tribes from Assyria, by A Avihail and A Brin, 1978, in Hebrew

by Issachar Katzir

s children, we heard from ourWhat is the Ethnic Origin of emissaries succeeded in their assignment

parents, who come fromthe Panthim? and Muhammed praised them for this.

Afghanistan, stories about the . .
Ten Tribes who were lost during the The Panthim are not similar in theirl Ne Place of the Assyrian Exile
destruction of the Temple, aboufutward appearance or in their character occording to the Bible (the second
meetings with the country people witH® any of the ethnic groups whichgook of Kings, Chronicles 1 and 2), the
whom they had contact in trade matter®0Pulate this environment: the Indiaren tribes were exiled to Halah and Havor
about Jewish customs and names — andfiPUP-Iranians, Mongolians, Turks Orpg the river Gozan and to the cities of
all  sounded inconceivable and’ersians. Most of the researchers are gfagay. According to the tradition of the
fascinating. Like all children, we enjoyedn® OPinion that the origin of the Pathange\s of Afghanistan, the river gozan is
hearing about tribes of Israel preservinfy indeed Israeli. The aliyah to Israel Ofroq jichan’ (river in Persian is rod), one of
their forefathers’ tradition, bearing arm fghanistan Jews and the volume Ofe tributaries of the Emo-daria, which
and awaiting the day of redemption. evidence heard from them on this subjegjescends in the vicinity of the town of

Erom Mr Yisrael Mishal. who lived i about the customs of the Pathangaimane. The city of Havor is, they say,
rom Mr visrael Mishal, who 1IVed In corroborate this idea. peh-Shauor (Pash-Havor’) which means

Afulah and was formerly President of the . y ;
_ ; ) Relationship to the Tribes of Over Havor’ in Afghanistan, and today
Afghanistan Jewish community, | often P serves as the centre of the Pathans on the

heard ur_1usua||y fascinating quotationssSrael Pakistan that the whole area populated the
aqd stories uttgred repeatedly and .MrThere is interesting evidence about thencient Assyrian Exile. There are
M'Sh.al gave live ‘examples of his reservation among the tribes of familyesearchers who claim that all the Jews
meetings with P:_;\thans who dwellon thg ..o on their origin, and on theifiving in southern U.S.S.R. along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border. relationship to the fathers of the IsraelEmor-daria’ are the descendants of the ten
Who are the Pathans? They are algieople. These family trees are wellribes - the Bucharins, Georgians, etc. As
called Afghans or Pishtus after theipreserved. Some of them are penned We know, a group of “B'nei Yisrael' some
language. They identify themselves witigolden lettering on deerskin. The names of whom settled in Israel, is also found in
their former name ‘sons of Israel’, everihe tribes speak for themselves: the tribe dfidia and Afghanistan. The existence of
though nowadays they live as Muslimstarabni (in the Afghan tongue) is the tribéhe Pathan tribes is therefore in the heart of
In Afghanistan they are said to numbe®f Reuben, the shinwari is Shimeon, ththe area in which the ten tribes are found.

six to seven million, and in .P.akistaH—EVanl — Levi, Daftani — Naftali, Jaji _The Similarity of the Pathans
seven to eight million. Two million of Gad, Ashuri — Asher, Yusuf Su, sons ) the J

them live as beduins. Outwardly, thelosef, Afridi — Ephraim, and so on. 0 the Jews
Pathans are similar to the Jews. The former monarchy in Afghanistan The British, who ruled Afghanistan for a

From their ancient customs, one calas a widely-spread tradition according #9ng time, found it difficult to distinguish
point to a connection between the PathaMdich their origin was from the tribe ofbetween the Patha}ns fmd the Jews, and
and the Jewish people. They make uﬁenjamin and the family of King Saul.called the Pathans ‘Juz’ - Jews. The Jews,
about half of the population ofAccording to this tradition, Saul had a sofP0 found it hard to distinguish between
Afghanistan, in the region calledcalled Jeremia and he in tumn had a sdhemselves and the Pathans when the latter
Pushtunistan, on the eastem border S@lled Afghana. Jeremia died at about tf¥fe not wearing traditional _dress.
Afghanistan. Over ninety per cent of th&ame time as Saul and the son Afgharfifghanistan has about 21 peoples and

: : : : as raised by King David and remained ifRnguages and only the Pathans, apart
inhabitants are Sunni Muslims. Lateiﬁge royal palace during the reign ofrom the Jews, look clearly Semitic; their

modernisation has penetrated into th S
State, and even less Fi)n the hilly areas negp!omon too. About 400 years later, in thgountenance is lighter than that of other
the border. In these places, the Pathafl@ys of Nebuchadnezer, the Afghangeoples and their nose is ong. Some of

continue to live in the tribal framework ad@mily fled to the Gur region (Jat in ourthem also have blue eyes. Since most of

their fathers and forefathers did. The leg jnes). This is in central Aighanistan andhem grow beards and sidelocks like Jews,

ere the family settled down and tradetis also adds difficulty to an attempt to

system operates according to th T
P};shtunwaIFi) " the Pashtun Lav?/s parts eﬁ,ith the people of the area. In the yeéﬂlstlngwsh between them and the Jews.

; o 622, with the appearance of Islam; i
hich are similar to the laws of the Torah : Jewish Customs
whi m W Muhammed sent Khaled ibn Waleed to the

The Pathans are known for theirsons of Ishrail’ to spread the word of Even though the Pathans accepted Islam
physical strength. They are tall, light4slam among the Afghanistan tribes. Heoluntarily and forcibly, they maintain
coloured and handsome, good soldiesucceeded in his mission, returned tdewish customs preserved from the
and for the most part bear arms from Bluhammed with seven representatives ¢ecesses of their past. The book contains
young age. They are diligent andhe residents of Afghanistan and with 76onsiderable evidence taken from Jews of
intelligent, faithful to an exemplary supporters. The leader of these people wAfghanistan ~ who lived in the
degree and are known in the world aKish’ (the name of the father of neighbourhoods of the Pathans and had
outstanding hosts. Solomon). According to the tradition, thecontact with theml]
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...The evidence doesn't relate to all thélivided the large area of the southern part
Pathans or to all the tribes and placesentral Russia into smaller districts such a
However, it does prove the existence ofanjekistan, Turkemanistan, Kazchastan, et
Jewish customs among the Pathans. The Tanjekistan, which is in northern
research on this subject still requireéfghanistan, there was a village by the nam
completion, both quantitative andof Dushme. When Stalin gained power, hi
qualitative. Let us note the customs isalled the village in his name, Stalinabad. I.
headline form only: sidelock, circumcisionstarted to develop and grow and many Jev
within eight days, a Talith (prayer shawl)then began to stream into Tangekistan. The

and four fringes (Tsitsit), a Jewish weddindPund that the Tanyakis light candies or
(Hupah and ring), women's custom riday evening. When the Jews went to visi.

(immersion in a river or spring), Ieviratethem’ they revealed that they eat a dish mau

marriage (Yibum), honouring the fatherOf meat stuffed with rice called Pacha, whict

. s characteristic of the Bucharian Jews and
forbidden foods (horse and camel fOOdjéaten on Friday night. When they asked thei,

refraining from cooking meat and milk, a

iraditi f ol d | itrv. th what it was, the Tajiks replied that this is ar
radition of clean and unciean poultry, %ncient traditional food of theirs and its nam

Shabbat (preparation of 12 Hallah Ioave% Pacha. They also said that they have *

refraining from work), lighting a candle in.. jition that they were once Jews.
honour of the Shabbat, the Day of

Atonement (Yom Kippur) prayer (some of Rabbi Saadia Gaon discussed at lengie
them pray turned in the direction O1Wit_h _the Hacham Hivay Habalchi a_nd in the
Jerusalem), blood on the threshold and dpinion of the speaker, in that period (10t
the two Mezzuzot (in times of plague of€NUry) the Jews were inclined to
trouble), a scapegoat, curing the ill with th@ssmnate into Islam and it was about thite
help of the Book of Psalms (placing thdat they were arguing.

Book under the patient's head), a Hebrew The scholar Ibn Sina, born in Buchara,
amulet (Kamia), Hebrew names (also. foslso lived at the time. The teacher Tajik
neighbourhoods and villages), Holy Booksaid that he, too, belongs to the Jews wt
(they especially honour ‘the Law of Sharif'were forced to convert, assimilated intc®
which is the Law of Moses), and rising'slam and are called Tchale. As recountec

when the name of Moshe is mentioned. the meaning of his name is Even Sina — sc,
of sinal (and up to this day in many

(As for the Pathan law, they have lawg,nqages, and also in Hebrew, the worce
S|m|!ar to the _‘]eW'Sh IQW' The Magerhre similarly pronounced — Sinai, Sin Sina.
David symbol is foqnd In.almost €Velyand perhaps this is why he called himsel
Pathan house on an island in the Pehshatyy Sinai, in other words, son of the Torale

district. The rich make it of expensiveyhich came forth from Sinai.
metals, the poor from simple wood. The ‘

Magen David can be seen on the towers of /e Maharaja ,Of Mar.dan was a ,SChOI,a
schools and on tools and ornaments who completed his studies at the Unlver3|tj.
" of London and would often visit the

converts of Mishhad who lived in .
Pehshaurf. He also visited a Jew calle
Carmeli, who told Mr Hiya Zorov that the °
Apart from synagogues, Sifrei TorahMaharaja always said the day would com,
Hebrew placenames and tribal familywhen they would learn to distinguish the
trees, there also exists evidence oarigins of all people and then they would®
important archeological finds: near thénow that all the peoples in the vicinity of
town of Herat in Tchcharan, old grave#fghanistan were once Jews. The Maharaj,
were found on which the writing was inpublished a book in English and wrote o
Persian and in the Hebrew language. THeis in the introduction to the book. But the®
graves date from the 11th to the 13thook was lost. There was a time when th
centuries. In an opposite fashion’ SO ﬂuthor H|ya Zorov, with late President Ben-
seems, there are a number of inscriptiorf§Vi, who considered it of great importance+
engraved on rocks in ancient HebreWfied to find the book, but in vain.
script near the town of Netchaset. Some of the Bucharian Jews have .e

In the ‘Dar el amman’ museum intradition that they are among the people ¢

Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, there igh€ First Temple possibly from the Ten

a black stone found in Kandahar Or"|'ribes, but he doesn’t know about this ante
which is written in Hebrew '’ T afterwards they were joined by Jews fron

the Second Temple Exile.

It would be appropriate to end this article,SC
with one of the pieces of evidence. Mr Chiya

Zorov of Tel Aviv notes: When the Pakistani Cricketer Imran Khan who
Bolsheviks rose to power in Russia, theynarried Jemima Goldsmith is a Pathan.
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Dear Naim
With thanks for your great service to the Jewish Community all over the world, | present to you my bookle

A Tribute to Elie Kedourie

by Professor Shmuel Moreh

ELIE KEDOURIE, CBE., FBA 1926-1992
Edited by Sylvia Kedourie

History, Philosophy, Politics. London, Portland-Oregon:
Frank Cass Publishers 1998, [8], 132 pp., ISBN 07146 4862 0, £25.00

he above title, by Sylvia Kedourie,confirms Prof. Kedourie’s conclusion thatrab history and literature, were the object
is a collection of essays publishednationalism is anti-individualist, despotic,of their parody. Their jokes were
as a memorial for the fifth racist, and violent." concentrated upon police behavior towards

anniversary of the untimely death in 1992 My brother was then a classmate of e Jews, the Iraqi Government, the Iraqi

ie . ‘
of the celebrated Orientalist and schol Parliament and the behaviour of its

. i Kedourle during their primary and ) ; .

Prof. Elie Kedourie. He was Professor 0fgonqary studies at the Alliance Frangais”e]embers’ the way in which laws were

Politics, specialist in the History of thec 1501 and later on at the Shammash HidieSSed by its MPs while asleep, etc. Later
n, Elie’s articles, before and after their

Middle East at the London school Olgehqg) in Baghdad in the late 1930's ang@ =~ <> @
Economics and Political Science (LSE)j940's. In these two schools the Frencﬁuu'cat'on in Baghdad newspa-pers, were

the Founder and Editor of the wellynq then the English languages wer iscussed. Their discussions were full of

known journal Middle Eastern Studiegegpectively, the languages of instructior%umour’ sometimes with ironic, absurd and

(1964), and the author and editor of manyps fact can shed light upon Elie’s writin sharr;])tremarks dmlngled_lw ith r?‘lghh burstsﬂof
outstanding books on the Middle East. 5, the Farhud and his attitude towarglaUQ er or sardonic smile, wnich even arner

S .
) ) . I . Some decades were observed by Oliver

As an old friend of Prof. Kedourie Igirsl?r?tz ﬁg{;ﬁ'gft?ﬁe%gﬁ;aggﬁfé t:s etwin in Prof. Kedourie’s conversations
feel an obligation to write in memory of g p 'And writings. One notable example that

this great scholar and friend who wa#€ rise of national Arabic governments "hey would repeat was that of a tribal chief
proud of being a descendant of théhe Middle East. M.P. who repudiated the censure of the

glorious Jewry of Babylon. It was after Thjs decisive and traumatic pogromiraffic police with the boast of’ thousands of
the Farhud (.pogrom) Of 1941, when hgainst the Jews of Baghdad, (June 1941jpal gunmen at his disposal.
first met Elie Kedourie. | used tojpjtiated by pro-Nazi Iragi and Palestinian

accompany my elder brother Jacob tgiements (cf. Peter Roberts’s remark) wh . :
Elie’s home in the old Jewish quarter ifgceived refuge in Iraq, was hauntiné%rael’ during what was termed in Iraq as

Baghdad. The Oriental classicapyof. Elie Kedourie’s memory, and his he exchange of population’, L.e. the Jews
hi f Elie’s h _ of Iraq with the Palestinian refugees, did we
architecture of Elie’'s huge two storeyyeneration. The Farhud became rooted ar of Elie Kedourie’s renown. This
house with its square courtyard in itghe collective memory of the Jews oflraq(iI :
Y

Only after the massive immigration to

. ; . . xchange took place after the 1948 War and
centre, the cellar with its well and itsyet he was the first scholar to write abo o 195%_1951 ?ewish mass immigration of
conventional system of ventilation wasts scholarly researches on th?he Jews of Iraq to Israel, Although we

in sharp contrast to the new architectungackground of the Farhud and itsfived i tents in temmorary camos we
of our house in the Battawiyyin (a newepercussions. Nowadays it is a well- - ed to study at thg HeE)yreW Unpiversi
mixed quarter outside old Baghdad)known fact that the Farhud was the maip; Jegr]usalem gnd obtained our MAty
These differences were striking angeason for the mass exodus of the Jews Of - cec | was sent by the Hebrew
unforgettable. The conventional Jewislivaq during the 1950's. His writings Or‘Ungi]versit'y to continue m szjdies in Arabic

family ties and religions values werehis tragedy, together with Mr. NaimIiterature at SOAS—Univi/arsity of London

more observed in the old Jewish quartacattan, his colleague at the AIIianchh"e my brother Jacob decided to continue
than in the new ones. This fact mightchool in Baghdad, made European aq‘ﬁs studies at LSE. By then, the defiance of
illustrate why Prof. Elie Kedourie wasAmerican scholars aware of this Massacgia kedourie’s P.h D degiree at Oxford

identified by some of his "Eurocentricwhich Arab historians and Writerssupervised by Prof. éibb had become a
colleagues” as being "conservative, afeliberately ignored and about which they, oo ated legend of academic heroism* in

reactionary, or 'right-wing’." kept conspiracy of silence. Israel, especially among his friends and

The reason for my accompanying my Elie and Jacob were the best pupils iadmirers comprising mainly Iragi Jews.
brother was that danger awaited any Jewisheir classes. They read English, French addius, the first person to whom we would
child or young man who would dare to walkArabic books extensively, and theiturn for advice on deciding to study at the
alone in the streets, not only of Baghdad, bdiscussions and conversations sparégiversity of London was our good friend
in the whole of Iraq, especially throughnobody from their critical and sarcastid®rof. Elie Kedourie. Our letter from
Muslim quarters. Already, before the Farhudomments and comic remarks. Theyerusalem to Elie was, to our surprise,
and the rise of Zionism, we were themriticised various subjects including theipromptly answered with a positive reply.
indeed, "victims of ideological tyranny "teachers, their manners and habitu&llie proved to be, as always, "a friend in
The persecution of minorities in Iraq withremarks, their teaching methods and thegieed". Afterwards, our meetings with him
the establishment of the national regimdtiends. Their history lessons, especially ond his wife Sylvia became frequeint.

55 The Scribe No.74



... Our conversations were always irphilosophical history or Britain’s policy & i i n
our Baghdadi Jewish dialect in which wdowards the Arab countries. This fac The DISpUtatlon

all enjoyed its folkloric humour and speciakxplains why my brother and | started oupjay at New End Theatre, Hampstead
idioms. Ph.D. studies long after Elie’s submissiolReviewed by Percy Gourgey, MBE

| am recounting all these reminiscence@c his thesis in 1953. he play is based on a book of the
because what one feels missing in this To read in this book eulogies in homag I same name by Prof Hyam
condensed and We”'presentEd b00k1 is tlf@ Elie written by first rate scholar fills the Maccoby’ a distinguished scholar
testimony of’ one of his personal friendseart with pain and sorrow at the untimehand author on Jewish Christian relations
who studied with him during his passing away of a devoted friend and gre‘(who was a fellow congregant in
schooldays. This task others could do bett§tholar. Such homage includes: "WhzRichmond Synagogue until his move to
than |, such as his friends Dr. Jacob Moréfhne admired in the act of a young ElicLeeds) and it has received wide acclaim in

and Mr. Nissim Dawood, both living in thek edourie-defying the Oxford the United States and here.
U.K. However, thS book covers all aspectgstablishment, willing to pay a price for
of Professor Elie Kedourie's personal anflis truth-is a quality that remained
unlversn_yllfe, i.e. as a student, a scholar, atHroughout’ (tamar Rabinovich, [Israel < ' Nachn
academic researcher, a teacher and li’b?mer Ambassador to the USA], p. 42):Wlth a Je.W.'Sh. (_:onvert to Ch_rls_tlanlty,

devotion to his mentor and colleague Proig i keqourle leaves a rich and divers;(Pablo Christiani, n Aragon, Spqln n 1?63
Michael Oakeshott. His achievement as I@gacy many of us have benefited in iBarcelona on Jewish and Chrls_tlan beliefs,
supervisor to his Ph.D. students, held under the authority of King James.
commentator in journals and radio ang . . The rabbi agreed to take part on condition
T.V,, political advisor, colleague, and otheneKaerggli?ie V\?:Sdth ei?:i]s(;i;?i) a rkmdness that he had full freedom of expression
roles he played, are also covered here by which the King accepted.

some fiiends and admirerg. The essays air@xcellenpe" O'Sgllivan’s: secqnd remark | found the whole play, and especially the

written in an excellent Engllsh stylg worthy thg sus.taln.ed philosophical rigour, rangiacya) debate, of riveting interest, and | asked
of one of the greatest Onentahsts andf imaginative sympathy, and depth Oiihe organisers of the production for a copy of
scholars of our time, who was considerefistorical insight, displayed in his the script which covers the whole gamut of

one of the outstanding masters of Engliskeflections on Hegel's proposed synthesiemotions aroused in a dialogue of this nature.
style. All these aspects of Elie’s life wereand Marx’s critique of it ensure that thisRobert Rietty put in a performance of intense

discussed in full detail by authoritativeyolume will confirm his status as one of thesensitivity to the arguments involved as a

personalities. In fact one can understangteatest political thinkers to have emergeChristian monk, Raymond de Penaforte, or
Elie's unique personality, achievementsduring the second half’ of the twentieth'Brother Raymond’as he is called in the play.

greatness and the special traits of his bookgntury"; "One of the obituaries... pointecHe asks Nachmanides to be conciliatory and
only after reading thoroughly the nineteegt that Elie was an observant Jew.... In arnot press his case too forcefully lest he arouse
essays written by his publisher, his wife an@vent, | consider Elie Kedourie to haveChristian anger, but the former insisted on his
devoted friends (the three other essays weggean, 4 great man, and... have played... right to put his case as he thought fit. One
written by Prof. Kedourie; this book wasmyorant role in the formulation of United point he made was that if the founder of

edited by his devoted wife, Dr. SyIViaStates foreign policy at a key juncture irChrlstlanlty was described as the "Prince of

Haim-Kedourie, who is bearing alone, wit - " Peace" — a phrase used in Isaiah’s prophecies
regur p ost-Cold War history. ) He was a s§g1_ what peace had the world known, especially
edicated to wisdom. He lives on, not jus,yith the ongoing crusades at the time, since

in the memory of his friends and studentsihe start of Christianity. Hence the Jewish
In his essay, Kenneth Minoguebut in his contribution to the store of pelief that the Messiah was still to come.
commented with great accuracy: "Indeedyisdom which should regulate the conduc , o o
so far as Britain and France weref human affairs". Such praise, couched i This put me inmind of the Talmudic view that
. a ) . ! by the Jewish Year 6000 (in the Tractate
concerned,  Elie was  culturallythe usual idiom of English understatemen gannegrin 95a) the Messiah would have come
ambidextrous, and | havg always thoughgnly serves to emphasize the deep feelirang the Third Temple built in Jerusalem. Perhaps
we were lucky to get him ... He couldof loss sustained not only by Orientalist:we should start an organisation now to study and
easily have become an adornment of théhd historians in general, but by the entiract upon the far-reaching implication of this
Seine rather than the Thames.” In facgewish people. He was indeed a greiview! For instance, who would have thought that
we, i.e. his friends in Israel, used to saycholar, and humanist, who could enricIWhen Herzl convened the First World Zionist
that: "if Elie would have immigrated to Oriental studies with his devoted researc©09"€ss in 1897 in Basle, Switzerland, after
Israel he would not have achieved whafnq intellectual integrity and deep insightviimmg his amouslbook,l ‘Der Juden Staat”, that
he had achieved in England. He hagjned through the personal experience (i- e State in Israel would come into being just
ifty years later to justify his vision!
escaped many years of torture to mastﬁévmg lived under Arab national
the Hebrew language to the level Obovernments in Iraq. This play has striking relevance in this age with

writing his research.” This is beside the the Church’s Mission to the Jews, current
fact that since 1947 onwards, the nascentProf. Elie Kedourie’s Oriental heritage, attempts in Israel to convert Jews made by monks

State of Israel was engaged in a series pgrsonality and academic integrity can band nuns and, in this country, the "Jews for Jesus
wars with its neighbours, which wouldbetter understood and deeply appreciate®'9anisation in universities and elsewhere,
have rendered concentration on higfter reading this book. He proved himselfie.lp.peahng o vulnerable and |gilorant JeWS'.In a

| fitting comment on Maccoby’s work, Chief
research very problematic. Moreovenworthy descendant of those Jews WO Canpaypi by jonathan Sacks has stated that "God has
Israel at that time was alreadv inclinedo Babylon with Yehoyachin" and all the given us many faiths but only one world in which
towards the StUdy of the Holocaust andrinces, and all the mlghty men of valour,'to live together. On our response to that challenge,
Nazi Germany, and not in thewho later on compiled the Talmud Babkli. much of our future will depends"
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Zimbabwe-Jews (Feature)  Letterto the Editor

RUSAPE, Zimbabwe, April 23 Sapa-AFP | am researching the origin of my

n the hilly rural Makoni district, some There are even languages resemblancfamily name, Magasis. My paternal
200 kilometres (120 miles) southeast dfetween the  Zimbabwean nativelin€age is from a Jewish village in or near

the capital Harare, lies a small synagoguanguages and Hebrew, they say. Kobrin, Belerus. However family legend
maintained that we originally came from

They point to American scholars whog town which bore our family name (or

in a book compiled in 1970s said théfrom which our name was derived).
Inside the church are some 508imilarities between African culture and

Zimbabwean worshippers, colourfullypre-exile Hebrews are too many and to_ | have seen references to atOYV” near the
dressed in blue and brown neat uniformglose to be accidental. Tigris river (p(_)ssubly betwe(?‘n Al A“Y“"},rah
with sashs, the men wearing black sy Scholarly studies, they claim and Al Kut) with the name, "Magasis".
yamulkas, or skull caps, the women .. eyidence that in virtually any FOr example, the following is from a
wearing maroon and purple crowns. All the g0, country, remnants of an earlierBritish historical reference:

worshippers bear rosettes in seven coloui§a ey civilisation can be found with "On the night of 24/25 April 1916 in
They have been celebrating the eightraces of their ancestry to the ancierpesopotamia, an attempt was made to re-

day period of Passover - the flight of th&ingdom of biblical Abraham. provision the force besieged at Kut-el-

Jews from Egypt as recounted in the Bible. \y o starn  historians say BantusAmara. Lieutenant-Commander Cowley,

They consider themselves to befricans of southern Africa, came fromWith a lieutenant (FIRMAN, K.O.P)
authentic Jews. Drawing striking parallelghe north, but where exactly, they dc(commanding SS Julnar), a sub-lieutenant
between the historical conditions ofinpoint, argued another elder, "Weand 12 ratings, started off with 210 tons of
biblical Israel and common Africanbelieve we came from Israel in theStores up the River Tigris. Unfortunately
cultures, the elders of the Church of GoMiddle East". Julnar was attacked almost at once by

Saints of Christ are convinced that they .. _Turkish machine-guns and artillery. At
are lineal descendants of Moses. They also argue that there is biblicayjagasis, steel hawsers stretched across the

evidence that Abraham, the originajjyer halted the expedition, the enemy
"We are typical of a house of Israel, oufsrealite, was of cushite or black Af”Ca”opened fire at point-blank range and

culture is typical Israel — our marriagesgescent, and that Moses, the founder (jyinar’s bridge was smashed. Julnar’s
inheritance customs, even our childbirtdudaism was born in Africa. commander was killed, also several of his

customs. We have never been gentiles, Wesome of the Judaic practises followe(Crew; Lieutenent-Coommader Cowley

are the lost tribe of Israel” Rabbiby the Zimbabwean black Jews includewvas taken prisoner with the other survivors

Ambrose Makuwaza told AFP. *We argpn. gyict observance of the Sabbatrand almost certainly executed by the

authentic Israelites... We crossed the Sugg o ance of the ten commandment TUrks.”

gigile:wod;zgeo;iﬁfrgzin\ﬁ? are Hebrew%ale circumcision and baptism by | pad also read of shelling between Iran
immersion in flowing water as well as gnq Iraq in December 1984 which

While the church has been in existenc®llowing the lunar month. targeted a town called Magasis.
in Zimbabwe since 1938 and claims a

whose entrance is graced by a star of David
painted in brown against a white wall.

: L The Rusape Jews believe Jesus wast apy inf ti the t d/
following of more than 5,000, it is little - - i y Iniormation on the town and/or
9 Messiah of the time, and that Jesus Wefamily name "Magasis" would be greatly

tg%vr\;?unri]ta)lltlf?gfelI?/s.-l—atxargg?%de?;(e;ii\t,!;cike any other human being who isappreciated. (Known alternate family
. . gurrently buried in Jerusalem, not that hiq3me spellings include Magezis, Magzis
but say that since it has not bee g gezis, Magzis,

lent to heaven as Christians believe. i
established whether or not the and Magesis)

Zimbabwean worshippers are Jews, they The birth or death of Jesus has nc many thanksh
cannot claim to be Jews, though they mdggligious value, only his teachings," saic _
have a Jewish inclination. elder Hosea Risinamhodai. Steve Magasis

Stanley Harris, president of the Central M Basner Please write to me at:
magasis@foxinternet.net

African Jewish Board of Deputies in  puh-/mwwanc.og.za/anc/newsbrief/1 Seattle, WA, USA

Zimbabwe, says it would be difficult toggs/naws0423 _
trace Judaic origin of these people."They 24Hr Phone/Fax: (206) 784-9980

are of possible Judaic knowledge, but not
of Judaic origin," said Harris.

But Rabbi Makuwaza is adamant tha Quote... . ' '
Zimbabweans, like all black southern Plan for this world as if you expect to live forever,

Africans of Bantu origin, are of Judaic but plan for the hereafter as if you expect to die tomorrow.

parentage."In times to come the worlg Ibn Gabirol.
will come to realise that there are (black Quote

Jews in Zimbabwe," he said, adding: "We T ) .
are Israelites, we have no doubts. ... If w Awise man learns more from his enemies,

are not Israelites, as other people want than a fool from his friends.

believe, how come we follow the Barbara Gracian
Israelites way of living?"
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From World Jewry:
The Review of the World Jewish Congress
November 1971

Iranian Jewry Celebrates Cyrus

Moussa Kermanian

one of the oldest in the theand humanitarian love has been showmas already been printed in Jerusalem and
Diaspora, dating back to thethem that the Iranian Jews, like all theithe other works were made ready during
destruction of the First Temple at theompatriots have made considerablihe last days of his life.
hands of Nebuchadnezzar. It has nowrogress. In contrast to their neighbouring Cyrus the Great loved the Jews and
been the witness of unique andountries they have been shown extras ko number of positive measures in
unprecedented celebrations, of fourfoldrdinary kindness and generosity and it ig,a cause of justice and righteousness,
significance to Iranian Jews. the sacred duty of the Iranian Jewishq that too in the hard and cruel world

First of all, Iran is their home and theysomety to express its gratitude in the beé} his times. The present Monarch of

have shared its joys and sorrows. It is Hossible manner. Iran also has spared no effort to show

resting place of their ancestors, and their Iranian Jewry shared the celebration%ind“_ess and ge_nerosity to the Jews and
holy shrines such as tomb of Daniel, Esthevithout reservations and tried to expres® bring abput international peace and
and Ezra are located here. Aside from thats feeling of gratitude and thankfulnes$inderstanding.  The traditions  of

parts of the Old Testament have either beém every possible way. humanitarianism established by Cyrus
written in this land or relate to it. the Great and the equality of men were

, ~ Among the measures adopted by thene of the first ideas expressed and
Secondly, these celebrations didranian Jewish society through theyytined by the Shahanshah.

honour a king who occupies the highesiecisions of a special committee, were ) )
spiritual position in the religiousthe organising of meetings, the !f circumstances had permitted, the
literature of the Jews. decorating and illuminating of all Jewish%Y of the Iranian Jewish community

stablishments, such as synagogues apguld have reached its peak. In the great
%athermg of world rulers and leaders on
t

c. | and Isaiah, c. 44-45, as well as in th%c:r?l?ls’_ ?nndcg]rzn:](?rl?;ng of prayer an e occasion of the 25th centenary of the
last Chapter of Kings, has been given thifanksgiving 1es: Iranian monarchy, the absence of the
titles of Shibban and Messiah by God, For many years ago, the Jewishepresentatives of the Jewish nation is to
which even the prophets do not have. community had planned to set upe regretted.

Thirdly, from the national and political €Stablishments such as a hospital and

points of view, the celebrationsdir’'s secondary school, both of Wh'Chconsiderations had allowed. the

commemorated the declaration of Humaha\rll?sn?k\llt\; téareer;tse:ouso?nnr?]er;r?c:?:g ifr:reépresentatives of the nation that was so
Rights and Liberties by Cyrus the Greaf:Y on. The Central Committ Fivoured by Cyrus the Great might have
the founder of the Iranian Monarchy. ~ ©ccaston. The tentra: ©o ce ;%articipated in this illustrious gathering as

The Jewish Community in Iran issovereign of Iran, such great magnanimitgcholar. The Hebrew-Persian dictionary

Cyrus the Great, as it is written in Ezra®

a\t would appear that if political and other

Iranian Jewry, or individual members o - I
It was through this declaration an . roof of human justice and vivid witness to
J dhe community, have set up more than e glory of that magnificent monarah.

other decrees that the prisoners Qf:hgols throughout the country.
Babylon were not only freed but were ) _ -
encouraged to lay the foundations of the Perhaps, the most outstanding action fef————

Second Temple. the occasion was the extensive repairs to

the Shrine of Esther and Mordchai in the
Cyrus did not confine his benevolence tEity of Hamadan (Ekbatan), the summer Dr Nahum Goldmann,

this act alone but also ordered that all the,ital of Xerxes, which has attracted President of the World Jewish
gold and silver utensils looted from theye,jish and Christian pilgrims from time COngress sent the following

Fhirst 'rll'emple Fe rfesr:oreAd hto the ‘?eW*T’ affhmemorial and constitutes one of the Message to the Shah of Iran:
that the people of the Achaemenian lan ;
qﬁost valuable archaeological treasures Of“On behalf of the World Jewish

Should not spare any moral and matenﬂ]an'Adjacem to the shrine, a huge gardG'tc,'ongress and its member communities

support to assist the exodus of the JEWSith new commemorative buildinas anc
which was carried outin an orderly mannefy, el and fibrary have been createdga,and organisations throughout the world, |

. . o X : _“wish to convey to your Imperial Majesty
Fourthly, with the arrival of the Jewsthe site is today a major tourist attraction, \ +y the Iranian people our joyous

from Babylon as free men and citizens ofhe new facilities are expected to b‘ﬁ)articipation in the celebrations
the Achaemenian Empire, the Iranian Jewisaugurated soon in the presence of ”Fommemorating the founding of the
became a community. In fact they are as oftignitaries of the country. Persian Empire by Cyrus the Great. The

as the Persian Empire and as such e, y,o oqycational field, arrangementdewish people will always remember his
celebrations also commemorated thg, o poon ynder way for several years fistoric act, sanctioning their first return
beginning of the Jewish community in Irany, . publication of a Hebrew-Persian anffom exile to their homeland. We wish
In the reign of His Imperial Majesty, thePersian-Hebrew dictionary by the lat¢/OU and your people happiness and
Shahanshah Aryamehr, the prese®uleiman Haim, the noted Iranian JewisRroSperity.”s
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| am interested in the genealogy of the medieval Jewish Exilarchs and their descendants. Do any of the issues of the Journ
Babylonian Jewry published by the Exilarch’s Foundation contain this information, and, if so, how may | obtain the same?

David Hughes North Carolina
Scribe: The Exilarch’s Tree of the middle ages appears in the Babylonian Haggadah published by the Exilarch’s Foundation a
is as follows:
NAHUM 140 — 170 CE
| I I
HUNA 1 170 — 210 MAR UKBA 210 - 240
HUNA Il 240 - 260
NATHAN | 260 - 270
NEHEMIAH 270 - 313
I I
MAR UKBA || 313 - 337 HUNA MAR |
|
ABBA 350 - 370 HUNA I 337 - 350
I | I
NATHAN I 370 — 400 KAHANA| 400 — 415
| ' |
HUNA IV 415 — 442 MAR ZUTRA | 442 — 455
I | I
KAHANA II 455 - 465 HUNAV 465 470
|
HUNA VI 484 -508
| |
MAR ZUTRA I 508 - 520
AHUNAI - 560
HOFNAI 560 - 590
HANINAI 580 - 590
BUSTANAI - 670
I | I
HISDAI b. BUSTANAI BAR ADAI b. BUSTANAI

HISDAI Il b. BAR ADAI

SOLOMON b. HISDAI Il ¢. 733 — 759
ISAAC ISKOI b. SOLOMON

JUDAH (ZAKKAI b. AHUNAI) d. before 771
NATRONAI b. HAVIVAI 771

MOSES

ISAAC ISKOI b. MOSES

DAVID b. JUDAH c. 820 — 857
JUDAHI b. DAVID c. 857

NATRONAI after 857

HISDAI Ill b. NATRONAI

UKBA c. 900 - 915

DAVID b. ZAKKAI 918 - 940

JOSIAH (HASAN) b. ZAKKAL 930 - 933
JUDAH Il b. DAVID 940

SOLOMON b. JOSIAH c. 951 - 953
AZARIAH b. SOLOMON

HEZEKIAH | b. JUDAH

DAVID b. HEZEKIAH

HEZEKIAH II. DAVID 1021 - 1058
DAVID Il b. HEZEKIAH 1058 - 1090
HEZEKIAH Il b. DAVID from 1090
DAVID Ill b. HEZEKIAH

HISDAI IV b. DAVID d. before 1135
DANIEL b. HISDAI 1150 - 1174
SAMUEL OF MOSUL 1174 - c. 1195
DAVID b. SAMUEL d. after 1201
DANIEL

SAMUEL b. AZARIAH c. 1240 - 1270

The ancient line of Exilarchs stopped in 1270 following the Mongol invasion of the Middle East. The line was restarted in 197
by Naim Dangoor, exactly 700 years afterwaras.
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...Question. Book Review

th try of Mr D b

‘ ?rgcez ?rgcrﬁstk?éomec;ievi?%oe(\)/\r/isﬁ From Baghdad to Boardrooms -
ilarchs without breaks? | d S

thatMreéla?lrgcozrvrvelzvi\?zd tgiaezlarcrze;e My Famlly S Odyssey

Does that mean that he is the recognise . .
Royal Davidic heir? | do not know the by Ezra K Zilkha with Ken Emerson

traditions of the Dangoor family, but Self Published in 1999 by Ezra K Zilkha
perhaps they are of royal Davidic .
descent but have lost their pedigree. | aiNo ISDN Number 253 pp Reviewed by Anna Dangoor

writing a book on the subject - that is

why | wanted to know more about the om Baghdad to Boardrooms - is an The book also sheds light on Ezra's
Dangoor family. xcellent book on many levels. Itown character. He is an extremely self-

took me almost no time to readdisciplined, and principled man who

David Hughes entertaining me with countless anecdotebestows a great deal of respect upon
RDAVID218@aol.com some amusing, some insightful, and sonffose who deserve it. His lIraqi

_ possessing both qualities at once. background has left its mould on his
Scribe: . . character, and its influence often

The fact is that at various times inK
Jewish history after attempted revolt:
and endeavours to reform our Nation al

hedouri Zilkha, Ezra’s father, the boo"sayings such as. ‘show them death. and

iSh also i_ me?oir of Ezra’s hOV\kI)n life.they’Il settle for sickness’. Ezra is also
. ; charting his achievements in the busine i

known descendants of King David were, 4 gnd also on a more personal Ieve?s very warm and loving man, and he
rounded up and massacred, both by tt ' hows great admiration and affection

Khedouri set up the first and largestather Khedouri in memory of whom
private branch banking system in th&e book is dedicated.

Middle East, KA Zilkha Maison de This book is a journey through highs,
Banque. Its first branch in Baghdadand lows, through good times, and bad
Ezra’'s birthplace, was opened byimes. The journey of a child, who
Khedouri when he was only fifteen, andvatched his father with awe and
he went on to open other banks in Beirugdmiration, and who is now a man
Modern claims to a direct descent fronCairo, and Alexa_ndria. Khedouri ran hishim_self vyith children of his own. By
King David cannot be proved without aban!«; by a §tr|ct code of Fradﬁmnalxvntmg this book Ez_ra_has offere_d you a
shadow of doubt. business ethlcs', always reliable, andhance to travel this journey with h!m,
always true to his word. Ezra notes hownd | strongly recommend you taks it.
In the meantime, any person who findiyhen his father was starting out, much of
himself better qualified for the title is pjs pusiness was conducted simply on the——— ([

However, as Time Magazine pointec
out recently, after ten generations ever
ancestor would have some 100(
descendants. Thus after 100 generatiol
every Jew must carry some of King
David’s genes. This would even be mort
pronounced among Babylonian Jewry

invited to come forward.¢ strength of a person’s good reputation. . _
(I —_________ This kind of practice would regrettably ou carried a book review by _Anr’1a
_ o today be considered incredibly risky. Dangoor on Jeffrey Pickering’s
| received your postcard giving the Britain's Withdrawal from East of

internet details of The Scribe but found it It is evident that the values thasyez (Read review). | would like to read

very difficult to download issue no. 73.Khedouri stood by were passed down ‘this put am unable to locate it in the

Please mail to me a print-out for which IEzra. He explains how important it wajistings (Amazon, etc.) | would be grateful

enclose payment. to him within all his business, to preservis you could confirm the publisher and
. the excellent reputation his father hapublication date or the ISBN.

My best to Renée Dangoor — she and created for the Zilkha name. He also tall

went through —school  together "Nof his extreme fear of the shame (BaryAlexander — United Kingdom

Shanghai, even played piano duets : . . . :
) X mailbox@barry-alexandeo.uk
community concerts — a long time ago! bankrupt_cy Wh'(,:h s an admirable ,
concern in today’s world where all tocScribe:

Rose Jacob Horowitz many Pusmesses take _the loss of oth The publisher for Jeffrey Pickering’s book
Los Angeles people’s money far too lightly. is Macmillan, 231 pp, priced at £42.50, 0333
69526 7

‘From Baghdad to Boardrooms’ gives
an insight into the world of business There is another book which may be of
detailing numerous deals and venturenterest to you, namely:

Quote... that Ezra was involved in. He als(pemise of the British Empire in the
If you want to make peace, describes vividly the huge spectrum Cpiddle East
you don't talk to your friends. people and CharaCFerS th(’.:lt he had t Britain’s response to nationalist
You talk to your enemies. pleasure (or sometimes displeasure) movements, 1943-55

coming into contact with, amongs . .
Moshe Dayan \ hom familiar names such as Margar¢ Michael J Cohen and Martin Kolinsky,

Thatcher, Henry Kissinger, and Jimmeditors
Goldsmith crop up. 212 pp, Cass., £39.50, 0714 64804 3
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How the Jews Survived

Abridged from The Daily Telegraph

months talking to Jews in Britain,of Conscience. They gave Christians th&Ve have got to create a survival
the United States and Israel aboutasis of their moral law in the shape of theechanism that will enable our people to
their beliefs, their fears and their sense dien Commandments. keep their faith and identity in a diaspora".
what the future holds.

Graham Turner has spent fouwho speaks through "the still, small voicefaith. They came to the conclusion that:

Each year, during the Seder meal with Jews were told, through the dietary laws
How on earth, | wondered, had the Jewwyhich they celebrate Passover — the storyaf kashrut, what was kosher (fit to eat) and
scattered across the face of the globe atwld of their release from bondage in Egyptvhat was not. That, in itself, put an immense
subject to persecution such as has beghat happened more than 3,200 years agmcial barrier between themselves and non-
visited on no other people, managed tbhey are commanded to tell the story as Jews. They were told that every male child
survive, while great empires — The Assyriarit were yesterday, and are expected to leammust be circumcised on the eighth day after
the Egyptian, the Greek, the Roman, thie lesson of that story. The Holocaust mdyis birth. Not satisfied with the Ten
British — had all withered and died? cast an immensely dark shadow, but it €ommandments of Moses, they were given

only the latest shadow among many. Theo fewer than 613 mitzvot to observe.

Over the course of the past 2,000 Yeal&arman Jews were the most assimilated of
the Jews have been expelled from

. all Jewish communities — and look wha Religious Jews were aqd are - expepted
virtually every European country. Theyh appened to them %o say as many as 100 different blessings
were kicked out of the German states six ' every day. Jews everywhere were
times; out of parts of Italy five times; out Political anti-semitism could only comeencouraged to live within walking distance
of France four times. They wereagain anywhere, even inthe United Statesf a synagogue. And the family was to be
massacred by the Babylonians, the "Non-Jews have an endemic diseastge primary unit of survival, and celebrgting
Romans, the Crusaders, the Poles, the;.q anti-semitism”, In the home the Sabbath and the festivals.

RUSSI d v the G said a New Jersey
ussians and, mostrecently, the Germans,¢ossor "Byt Jews tend to blow up any As the Jews moved out of their ghettos

:’hey r? ave 1o }(eep hth'nk'r?g c;f MOVINGinconsequential incident, as if the entirand into mainstream society over the past
rom the countries where they live. Gentile population is about to rise up antivo centuries, they have been faced with
For many centuries, Jews could not owwipe them out forever. If someone throwslifferent problems.
land, belong to guﬂqls or go to university. Ira handkerch_lef_ln a synagogue, _they th|r_1k In an open society, mixed marriages are
Germany and Russia, they were not allowetl pogrom is in progress, said Jackig,_ . . . . o
. . o Y shrinking Jewish communities.
to travel without special permission. TheyMason, the comedian”.

were routinely blamed for everything, from Can Judaism survive tolerance and

But how did the Jews, this tiny people . ) .
the death of Jesus to the Black Death. Thggth no homeland, manage to survive tr?émdness as successfully as it survived

is surely the most astonishing story o persecution’s

survival against all the odds in the whole o

human history. Yet they have not merely One explanation, said Esther Rantzen, 18— il

survived, they have flourished. "There arthat "the slow often got wiped out. You

only about 13 million of us", says Ed Koch@lways had to be a jump ahead of th am Jeffrey Gabbay, the son of

ultiple traumas of two millennia?

three times Mayor of New York. "That is IeS§Ogr0m- I am CaSting no aSperSionS C Abraham Gabbay and Daisy Somekh'
than a third of one per cent of the world$hose who died but, if you are persecute § o, from Baghdad. My parents
population, and yet, Coming from the loins Oior thousands of years, it is a very tOUg moved to the USA in 1946 where | was
the Jewish people, you have Moses, Jesi@m of the survival of the fittest”. The pq, (in 1948). | moved to Jerusalem in
Marx, Freud and Einstein, the seminagrucial factor, however, was the genius (1973 where | reside with my wife and
thinkers of the modern world. Not tothe rabbis of old. In the long centuries aftEfour wonderful children.

mention 116 Jewish Nobel Prize winners". the Babylonian exile 2,500 years ago, the

. - succeeded in creating a marvellousl | want to take this opportunity to tell
In the United States, 5.7 million JeWSihockproof survival capsule for a religioryou how much | enjoy the publication. |

account for only two per cent of the,,,qe foliowers had no firm land basefind the articles interesting and, in many
population, but have roughly 10 per ceni 4 \vho from the moment the Romacases, touching. It is nice to see such an
of the members of Congress. A few yealgherqr Constantine became Christiaimportant part of Jewish heritage being
ago, seven out of eight vy Leagugqre forhidden to swell their ranks byremembered and preserved. | find it

colleges, which, even in the Sixties Werg, inq converts. exceptionally nice to see the names of
still applying quotas to Jewish students, _ o __people who were part of my childhood in
had Jewish Presidents. The Jews in Babylon®, said the Chie pany of your articles. | know a lot of

work goes into each publication and |

: abbi, Jonathan Sacks, "reflected long ai
Nor have Jews merely achieve Pt )
want you to know that it is appreciated.

. ~hard about what it would take to survive il
positions of temporal power. Their

g . exile. "After all, they had already lost 10 o
spiritual influence has been enormoUsye 15 yipes of Israel, who'd chosen t Kindly send me The Scribe as it comes

They have given the other monotheistigqqmijate when they were conquered tout on the net. My e-mail address is...

religions a catalogue of priceless giftsth . .
. X e Assyrians. So the rabbis who camr ; ‘i i
jgabbay@netvision.net.il
They gave Christians and Muslims th‘(aslfterthem knew what was at stake, becau

gotion of for;]e S‘O,d whobis ncIJt or;ly geso many of their brothers and sisters heJeff Spencer Seliem Gabbay
reator of the Universe but also the Gogi o apandoned their people and the|srael
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Chirac honours Professor Ady Steg

e

Frenc ent Jacques Chirac
with Professor Ady Steg
at at the Award Ceremony.

am enclosing a translatiorEXCERPT FROM THE the World Union of Jewish Students and
from the French of the Speecﬁ’RESENTATION SPEECH BY President of the Alliance Israélite
of the President of I:r‘,Ju,]C(:)PRESIDENTJACQUES CHIRAC Universelle. This last responsibility is
i i I shall simply state this morning that agrobably_ the one th_at matches your
Monsieur Jacques Chirac and the &ersonallty the best, given your desire to

a teaching professor you held the chair
reply by Professor Ady Steg throIogy at the Cochin Hospital, that?@SS On your knowledge and to study, as

this remarkable speech which {ugh your work, your publications angVell as a sense of dialogue, openness to
think should be considered fobooks you are recognised as an authori%}hers' and respect for others.
your journal. throughout the world, and that you have It is the commitment of the grown man,
.. won numerous awards and distinctions ia Frenchman and a Jew, a Jew and a

Professor Steg and myself are jointrance and elsewhere in Europe. Therenchman, who wanted to reconstruct,
Chairmen of The Consultative CounciHebrew University in Jerusalem awardedevive and rebuild that which the Shoah
of Jewish Organisations which is ongou an honorary doctorate, as did thied to destroy. The message is there.
of the oldest non - Governmentalniversity of Athens last year, and thisrou carry with you the aspirations of a
organisations at the UN. It is in thignay well be followed by one from Rome multi-cultural citizenry for whom love of
capacity that | have forwarded thd" _recognition of your outgta}nding France aqd love of Israel, concern for
speeches to you, although of course ﬁ@hlevements..As a "senlgr administratorsrael are inseparable.
is also the President of the Alliancd®! have acquw.e.d authority and fame. As Respect signifies the recognition by all
Israelite Universelle. a doctor of medicine you have a down-to(—)f the legitimacy of the State of Israel, of
. . its inalienable right to safe and recognised
. The occasion of which a photograph It is just as much for the distance yoworders, whilst naturally respecting the
is enclosed was the Award of th@aye travelled as for the point that you havether peoples in the region. Everyone
Insignia of Grand Officer of the Legionreached that | should like to congratulatenows there can be no solution other than
d’Honneur to Professor Ady Steg at thgou, first and foremost.Your whole life hagpeace.Dear Ady Steg, it is for the whole of
Palais de I'Elysee in France. been lived beneath the sign of commitmengour life’s journey, in your professional,
Clmens  Natan foucommited yoursell to_the IS Mo and spril copeciy

community. You were Vice-Chairman Oflady wife, who has had the same gdals
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...and share everything with you, and t(Why were the JeWS perm":ted to ||Ve —

whom | present my affectionate homage

that today France offers you its highesand be persecuted _ anOthel‘ day

accolade. | shall be awarding it to a teache
a chairman and a public figure, but just a
much to the little seven year old boy whc
came to France with a wide-open heart. The answer, provided in Jameglovely brainwave, we would have been
REPLY BY PROFESSOR ADY STEG Carroll's fascinating book, is Stexterminated long ago". But it was a
TO THE SPEECH BY THE Augustine. In the year 425, shortlywarped, creepy kind of sufferance, a little
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC: after Christians slaughtered the Jews dike keeping someone chained to the

Alexandria in the first recorded pogromradiator instead of doing him in. And it set

that influential Church further cautionedthe stage for countless persecutions as the

come, Mr President, to express to you Mupy ot sjay them." He preferred that theshristian-Jewish saga rolled on.
deepest thanks for the eminent dlstlnct|oJeWS be preserved, close at hand, as

of the accolade that you have awar.deunwilling witnesses to Old Testament Carroll says his book was inspired by
;r;i ar;[;gltshg%r;gzg:ltgei:s/ri?grslﬁéﬁ ;V?:S;prophecies regarding Jesus.-Augusti.netEe Iirg? cré)ss hgrecteld by Poles outside
crowd of my friends. followers elaborated on the idea, write§uschwitz. But lis real target appears (o
Carroll: Jews "must be allowed toPe the Vatican's 1998 apology, "We
Thanks to you and through your voicesyryive, but never to thrive", so theirRémember". That long awaited document
France recognised its responsibility for thimisery would be "proper punishments fogxpressed regret at  Christian
role played by the Vichy Government in theeir refusal to recognise the truth of thanistreatment of Jews over the centuries
anti-sem_itic persec_ution under thé~pirch's claims". The 18th Centurybut pinned the fault on some of the
Occupation. You considered that you had ;¢ g, philosopher, Moses Mendelsohifzhurch’s sinful "'members” while holding

moral duty in this r,? gard. Recogmflng th(noted that were it not for Augustine’sblameless "the Church as suck".
wrongs of the past”, you declared. "and the

wrongs committed by the State, concealing (T
nothing of the blackest hours of our history"

If | dared, | would abrogate to myself JEWS fOI’ AI Iah

the power of the Chief Rabbi of France, )
who has the right to bless the countryl liked your site, especially your The fact of the matter is that Jews

from Time Magazine

It is with a heart full of gratitude that |

something which, in fact, all our rabbis dc jj duote, "The Arab is our brother, theralready believe in Allah. We can tell the
every Saturday morning in synagogue B is no other”. Would you like to Moslem, "You got your ideas from us,
reciting the prayer that begins with: exchange links? and now you want to sell them back to

- May France live happily and Mineis... us?" Jews, Christians and Moslems all

prosperously, may it be strong and gre:  pp:/www.lews-forAllah.org believe, in different ways, in the One
among the nations$. _ True God of Israel. It is futile to claim

Scribe: monopoly, and there is no reason for

(I ————  For 2,000 years we have been dodgir@ftempting conversion from one to

the call of Jews for Jesus. Now a new fa@nother. In the words of the Prophet
) ) has appeared — namely, Jews for AllatMohammed, "We have our religion and

The Unfaithful Wife wanting to convert Jews to Islam. Wheyou have yours".
T Rabbi "Zembartout" was asked how come

here was a middle-aged coupleWe see many Jews converting to Islam but For years, the Catholic Church claimed

who had two stunningly beautiful gam"y any Moslem ever converts tdhat Catholicism is the only way to God.

teenaged daughters. They decideq, ;i " i cynical reply was, "Yes, &low, with the rising Moslem threat, the
to try one last time for the son they always ’ ’ !

i i ingope has to admit that there are various
wanted. After months of trying, the wife Sighted man can become blind, but a blindop

~man cannot become sighted"! ways to approach God and are all vadid.
became pregnant and sure enough, nine

months later delivered a healthy baby
boy. The joyful father rushed to the I
nursery to see his new son. He took one

look and was horrified to see the M y name is Ruth Sofaer and | am a daughter of Abraham Sofaer the actor.

UGLIEST child he'd ever seen! He went . . . .
o . I was enormously interested in Sassoon Meyer Sofaer’s letter in The
to his wife and said that there was no wa : : .
. Scribe - | found Sassoon on the family tree that | have been developing
that he could be the father of that child . .
" . for the last ten years. My great grandfather Hakham Abraham Sofaer married Aziza
Look at the two beautiful daughters | , . .
" Aghasi - who was a cousin | believe. They were all of Bagdad. It was Hakham
fathered." Then he gave her a stern loc . . . :
i .~ Abraham Sofaer who took his family to Rangoon to escape the unfriendly attentions
and asked, "Have you been fooling . . . :
N o .-of Sheik Daoud. My grandfather, Isaac Haim Sofaer, was born either in Bagdad or
around on me?" The wife just smiled
o L ._en route to Rangoon. Sassoons grandfather, Meyer Abraham Sofaer, and all
sweetly and said, "Not this time, deax™. . ;
subsquent children were born in Rangoon. | would be happy to exchange

From: Mary Ann Shakarchi information with Sassoon Meyer Sofaer via email.

taramas@juno.com Ruth Sofaer sofair@ earthlink.net
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In Search of Roots

read your web site and was wanting tél. Evidences of a pre- Moslems attempted to force conversions
I initiate dialogue with you. | work with Sinaitic Observance of to their respective faiths, many Hebrews

Dr Sidney Davis in a ministry where the Sabbath In Africa _resis_ted and fled_into the mountains_and
we are researching our Hebrew roots in interior desert regions of Africa, for which

Africa. We just attended a seminar in This is from the Biblical perspective.there is much documentation today,
California where he made the presentatiofhe Sabbath was given to man (mankindowbeit the majority of which is in foreign

for which | post for you this synopsis:  in Eden (Gen.2:2). The location of thdanguages. Additionally, the only site other
Garden of Eden is shown to be in Africathan Jerusalem, where a temple of the

Th|_s e-mail is being sent_ to mtroducel_he Biblical boundaries of EdenMost High YHVH existed with the very

you in order to set up in hopes of . ; ) . . . :

L . : . resented in Scripture (Gen. 2:10-14), theame rites and ceremonies was in Africa,
beginning an ongoing dialogue with D

. . : : tradition of the Hebrew sages, (ast the Egyptian colony of Elephantine.
Sidney Davis who is a resident of the : .
. . documented in the Talmud), and th&ach of these elements when examined
USA, President of the Bible Sabbath N .
- oo consensus of recent scientific research @how powerful evidences of how through
Association, of Ethiopian descent, & L X ! N .
; . the origins of man put Eden in Africathe Hebraic dispersion the Sabbath roots
Knight of the Imperial House of Sellase

. .~ Where the Sabbath began. The Sabbattiere affirmed in Africa.
and a champion of the Sabbath Day: . . :
was reiterated in a covenant to Afncal?v The African roots of
http://hometown.aol.com/sabbathmor¢iebrews while still in Africa in Mizr (or ~

fully/myhomepage/photo.html Egypt)(Ex.5:5; Ex.16:25;20:8; Ps.81:1- Biblical Judaism and

This is the synopsis of a presentation 5’9 Alrica is the.home o_f_the Sabbath and Christianity.
the Sabbath  Roots Conferenc"’,1Sabbathkeem”g tradition that has beenThe earliest Biblical evidence of a
University of Southern California at Losexported to the world. Hebraic presence in Africa began with
Angeles, November 8 and 9 2000 by|. The Sabbath In Africa Abraham’s sojourn into Egypt (Gen 26:2),
Sidney L Davis, Jnr., President of The as seen through the and later the sons of Israel

Bible Sabbath Association and Editor of . . . (Gen.41:41;Ex.1:5). The interaction
"Proclaiming The Sabbath More Fully" Hebraic Dispersion between the Hebrews and the sons of
research journal and newsletter. There are four major elementsCush on the African continent is evident
contributing to the Hebraic Dispersionn the Hebraisms of many African
INTRODUCTION throughout Africa and hence the spread elltures. This is been a matter of much
Recognition of the tremendous work ofhe Sabbath throughout the land of Cuskhocumentation and research for which
Dr Bradford represented in Sabbatdhese elements of dispersion wergwuch has been uncovered and more still
Roots — The African connection and othdpitially through, (1) Trade. Multiple trade remains to be discovered. Christianity
scholars who have contributedoutes, on land and sea (they wereas firmly planted in Africa, just after the
substantially in the field; W R Robinson,ntimately connected with the seafaringlay of Pentecost. We see devout men "out
Beckele Heye, Kofi Mensa and others. Phoenicians from the 8th century BCEof every nation under heaven”(Acts 2:5)
especially honoured the legacy myvho were known for their large-scaleattending, with special n'otation. made of
maternal  grandfather ~ Arminiousmaritime trade routes), which weremen attending from Afrlcan cities and
Reginald Leslie Ramsay whose constagventually colonized by the Hebrewegions of Egypt, Libya, Cyrene(Act
rehearsal of my Ethiopian ancestry antpraelites (1Ki.9:27), who according t02:10). These areas were vast expanses of
heritage in my ears has since ever bedgsus (Matt.23:15) were also involved iterritory much greater than what we see
the voice motivating me to the truth of2) Aggressive missionary activity. Thes@n today's maps, in fact anciently the
my Sabbath heritage. My thesis consistdéede and missionary activities resulted iwhole continent of Africa before it was
of six modules. conversions of whole people groups i.eknown by that name was called "Libya"
. the Moors and Berbers of N. Africa, andy the Romans.These men returned to
l. The Changing Face of  supsequently intermarriage with the locahfrica, and shared their faith with those in
Christianity population. (3) Conquest. In his quest ttheir homelands. Most certainly, however,
. . find the Garden of Eden, Alexander wa€hristianity was brought into Africa with
The ea.rly icons of the Christian Churd3Jlirected by "the elders of the South (i.¢he conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch
]SThe Etfhlcc):pr:qn _Bla_ck I\c]adorgna) Showh%frica) to where he might find it. He (Acts 8:27), some 50 years before the
ace o rlstlamt.y that betrays the mployed Jewish warriors in his conquegtospel was proclaimed among "the
dO”?'”.a”t. and universal _presence. ng North Africa and his expandingGentiles" by Paul. The New Testament
Chrlst_|an|ty tod-ay. Chrlstlgnlty IS conquest of lands toward the Indiamlso mentions African Hebrew prophets in
returning back to its roots and its FOOtS &1g 1 continent. At the destruction of bottihe Christian church (Acts 13:1). The
very African as they are Hebraic. Theg 105" in 586 BCE and 70 CE, manghristian church in Africa is 2000 years

Alrican _ presence in §hr|§t|an|ty ASebrew Israelites attempted to escapgld, as old as Christianity itself.
represented by the ancient icons of thg

Christian church are being reflected in aH‘qslavement and _death when theY gefore the Islamic invasion of Africa,

. . L igrated with Jeremiah (Jer.43:1-7) intsiyiical Judaism and  Biblical

increasing dominating presence of th frica and thereafter to manv Africanc. > ca&l _ _

African in Christianity today. It's as if .. y Christianity stood side by side and both
S : . cities where other Hebrews were alrea : -

Christianity is coming full circle. The living in prosperity. ( 4) Persecution. It ha ere more dominant on the_ continent of

origin of these iconastic images originat ' , frica than anywhere else in the world

from churches who observed the Sabbath. - discovered that when Christian an cluding the land of Israell]
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...Both groups enjoyed a commorparticular, and the world at large." That theLetter to The Editor
Sabbathkeeping tradition which isdescendants of slaves in the Americas a jewish Chronicle
attested to by the early Churcithe progeny of an already disperse
documents. The Roman persecution diebrew as well as Sabbathkeepin Let US Move to
the Jews in the first three centuries alsBhristian presence in Africa is the conten
included the early Christians orof module VI of this thesis. This will gives i i
Nazarenes (Acts 24:5) whose leadetbe truth against the lie that Christianity is Mauntanla
were not only ethnically Hebrew buta "slave religion" or the white man’s
whose universal practice where ever theligion, the lie that the Sabbath was mad
gospel was preached was that of Sabbdtr the "Jews" only and that the dilemmel€ft to keep us there, a troublesome corner
observance (Acts 15:27; Heb.4:9)of the African is chronicled in the of the world for the past 3,000 years? In an
Whether ethnically a Jew or religiously grophetic word of Scriptures (Deut.28:68) gverall peace deal with all the Arabs, we
Sabbath observer thesg were links thatdeeq the face of Christianity is qot onlymight be able to swap Israel for
marked one for persecution. These led thanging, but the legacy and destiny of a o ,
the separation of non Jewish believers ndffrican people is coming full circle Mauritania, a more strategic and more
only from ethnic association with Jewistbringing the true faith and practice of theconvenient location, forty times the size of
believers but eventually from the Sabbat@hristian faith to light. Israel and very sparsely populated, next to
itself. However throughout Northern
Africa and especially Ethiopia because of
the relative isolation and other factors, the www.biblesabbath.or

Hebraic and Sabbath keeping roots of the"ProcIaiming The Sabbath More Fully”

If Jerusalem is expendable, then what is

Dr. Sidney L. Davis, Jr. - President  a friendly Morocco. Soon the Jews would
make the desert bloom, and I for one will
hasten to go there. Would the Palestinians

Christian faith were maintained. bbath il have second thoughts and beg us to stay?
. www.sabbathmorefullprg
V. The Indigeny of the Naim Dangoor
Sabbath In Africa e-mail.

http://hometown.aol.com/sabbathmoref———— [0

The Sabbath in Africa can clearly bdly/myhomepage/photo.html
traced and established from it's Edenic
roots, through the Hebraic dispersion anE

Speaker/Lecuturer On the African
oots of Biblical Judiasm and

its native Hebraic and Christian origins. I~ - . .
hristianity

is also evident in the Sabbath legacy o
the Ethiopians and many other African Now Accepting Speaking
tribes whose link to the Sabbath ar&ngagements for Black Historydwth
established  Biblically, historically, (847) 785-0315

archeologically, (i.e., inscriptions on

ancient tombstones) ethnically and Scribe: .
ethnographically, anthropologically, - \yhjje the origin of Adam of the Bible A Tlme to Be Born

geographically, scientifically and not Ieasgv

as in Africa, the Garden of Eden to ;
of all genetically with the phenomenal,p:-h he moved was in Aden whereCUStomS & Folklore of Jewish

discoveries that have confirmed the\y,m discovered the wild wheat armBil’th

Hebraic origins of African tribes, a fact : :

; started agriculture which was thepy Michele Klein
always known and ackno_vvled.ged b36eginning of our present civilisation. ] o ]
Africans themselves- especially in many _ ~ The Jewish Publication Society,
of their oral histories. These all testify to At that time, 11,000 years ago, Arabiéppjjadelphia

the primacy of the Sabbath in Africa. Thigind Africa were still joint together, and the

part of the presentation briefly addresked sea was merely a lake. Www.jewishpub.ag

those areas in Africa where such i 405 pp

discoveries have been made in the past, . . . :

recently and other indications that shoy uring the gaonic pel‘.IOd, Jews in

promise of an ever expanding revelatio| Quote... Babylon usgd magic .bovv_ls. to
protect against a child-killing

that declare the Sabbath in Africa. Genius is one percent inspiration

: : .. | demon. Such bowls, excavated at Nippur,
and ninety nine percent perspiratig

"Mesopotamia, and dating approximately
Thomas A. Edison from the sixth to the eighth centuries,
were buried under the threshold of
Quote... houses for protective purposes.
Intellectuals solve problems, This
Geniuses prevent them

>

VI. Conclusion

The Sabbath in Africa, so what? Wha
does this mean in the context of th
changing face of Christianity? What doe
this have to do with our Christian faith ang
our Judaic orientation? This part of the

impressive volume is a
comprehensive account of all aspects of

presentation attempts to address tH Albert Einstein| Ppregnancies and childbirth, circumcision
meaning of what the Sabbath In Africa i and childcare. The author, Michele Klein,
all about and how these revelations as 0 Quote... a psychologist, is also the author of New
Keith Burton of Oakwood College has sai{  |f youth knew, if age could Life: A Diary for Jewish Parents. She
"could revolutionize the meaning of the lives with her family in Israele

Sabbath for the universal black nation i Henri Estienne
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Abraham, Father of the Middle East

From Issue No. 1 by N E Dangoor

n many ways Abraham is theDamascus where he resided for somexpressed in the verb ‘aslama’ (submitted
I common denominator of the Middletime. He later proceeded to Canaarthemselves), was evidently the act that

East especially that part of the regiomwhich at that time was sparselyprovided Mohammed with the name
known as the Fertile Crescent. He was dropulated and consisted of a number d$§lam for his faith.

Ar_amaean born in Irag who had tesmall city states. One (.)f these was Salemlt is interesting to dwell further on

migrate to Canaan for the sake ofJerusalem) whose king, Melchisedek, .\, personality: a visionary and a
religious freedom. His compliance withpriest of the Most High God, Was, onhet — he is referred to as the friend
the divine command which bade him tdarticularly friendly with Abraham. of God’ in the Old Testament and the

leave ‘thy country, thy kindred and thy apraham had eight sons: Ishmael bioran; a tribal chief, a merchant prince
father's house’, demonstrates both higagar, |saac by Sarah and six sons kand a traveller; a warrior and a brilliant
obedience to God and his attachment {@etyrah. Ishmael’s offspring became theactician. On his return from one trip to
his native land which he did not leave oUapataens who populated northerEgypt he adopted some hieroglyphic
of choice: both Isaac and Jacob had ®rapia from the Euphrates to the Redymbols and, by making each symbol
choose their wives from the old country.sea . Africa is named after Ofren, one afepresent a particular sound, developed
Abraham spoke Aramaic (Syriac)Abraham’s grandchildren, whothe first alphabet, suitable for the
which at the end of the eighth centurgonquered Libya. Hebrew nomads and which was used to

B.C.E. became the Iingua franca of the Abraham was Shrewd, |Oya| to his kinrecord the faSCinating Story of the

Middle East. From that time and forbrave in war, desirous of numeroust:hosen People which was beginning to

1,200 years Aramaic was the spokegffspring, extremely hospitable, just, aggi?!(:oalflova\{ﬁ”aﬁz tt)r:ai/oor:g sagas that go

language of Jews in Palestine anfard bargainer, and an unquestioning
Babylonia right up to the Moslempeliever in God. His religion, according The tradition and personality of
conquest of the Middle East. Theo the Bible, was the first monotheisticAbraham can be used as a basis to forge
Hebrew that was used in writing thefaith. He was the first to venture thea democratic federation of the Fertile
Bible and was the language of theotion that there was but one God, th€rescent comprising Iraq, Syria,
prophets and the Kingdoms of Israel andreator of the Universe. In that field ofLebanon, Israel, Jordan - all Abraham’s
Judah was in fact the language ofourse his influence became feltountry in which still live a score of
Canaan. Abraham’s ancestors originallshroughout the civilised world, first different nationalities. Of these only the
came to Iraq from the north-eastern pathrough Judaism and then througirabs would oppose and frustrate such a
of the Arabian peninsula which was theChristianity and Islam so that today theinion, in order that they may achieve
cradle of the Semitic family which greater part of mankind acknowledgesomplete Arabisation.
emigrated into the Fertile Crescent, théhe God of Abraham. ) , )
people who subsequently became the The ideal capital for such a federation
e . Mohammed regarded Abraham as thwould be at Abu-Kemal, half-way on
Hebrews, Phoenicians, Babylonians and . . . :
Assyrians of history. spmtgall ancestor of Islf';\m. Thethe. Euphrates and near Mari of old in
submission of Abraham and his son to thwhich Abraham once lived. What better
Abraham’s travels took him first towill of God in the supreme test whemame can such a capital have than that
Haran in northern Iraq and then tdAbraham was ready to sacrifice his sorgf Abraham?

[

Letter to the Editor

information on the office of the all the previous kings to King David."  Yazdegerd Ill, the last of his dynasty.

I was browsing the web in search ofenerations of Exilarchs and on page 9@dundad Sassanid, daughter of
Exilarch.

How could | trouble you for the same? | would like to learn more about the
Most modern references do not include The lineage is a fascinating one. TherExilarchs, their link to pavigl and
reference to them by name. is a connection of Rab Abba Arika of thd=uropean Royalty, and | imagine you

| am pursuing my genealogy, and foacademy in Sura, and of course it¥/ould be an authoritative source for this.
anyone who has used "Royalty forconnection to David, and interestingly to | this is possible, I'd be delighted to
Commoners" the link between thehe Sassanid house. hear back from you.
Exilarchs and European Royalty is
through Theodoric of Septimania, ak
Machir ben Habibai, who was Judiarch OI
Narbonne, etc;.

From 'what I'have put together Robert Stewart

heodoric Machir was the son of

abibai, son of Mar Natronai, son of Mar Belgium

Nechemiah, son of Haninai bar ‘Adol
In your reply to Annessa Main orand ultimately to King David. Habibai’s

Lander, Wyoming, you offered to send "bynother was the daughter of Hisdai Scribe: The Exilarch's Tree as found in

post a copy of the Babylonian HaggadaBShahrijar, who was the daughter othe Babylonian Haggadah is reproduced

where you will find on page 91 the earlieExilarch Bustenai ben Hanina andn page... 59
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In the Footsteps of Adam

by Naim Dangoor Issue 55.

The Jewish calendar, Anno Mundicourse, in southern Arabia. Adam spoke a The De|uge

is supposed to begin from theversion of ancient Arabic, and is reputed
creation of the W0r|d, but it is to be buried in HejaZ. Then at the time of Noah, 1656 years

absurd to pretend any longer that the . from Adam, the rains came - forty days
world was created merely 5753 years Adam discovers the and forty nights - which also caused the

ago, and that it will come to a sudden end : melting of the ice on the Turkish

of the Creation has just been discovered _ Deluge in Mesopotamia. Historians often
by astronomers. It shows that the Big 't Was in the Garden of Aden that'A‘damf'%\rgue whether the Bible borrowed the

place at least 15 billion years ago, anffas, by ’ accounts or vice versa. It was neither. The
that the Universe will finally collapse Civilisation, as men began to lead a settlgd, \ 5151y was common to the peoples

into nothing in about 20 billion years’ life in agricultural communities. In keeping ¢ 1o Near East.
time (so much for eternal life!) with ancient tradition, the historical Adam

i . . was honoured by naming him as the First After the Flood, God said to Noah,

In the adjoining article, Rabbi Mallery\ .\ A jam haRishon). Adam left the'Every moving thing that liveth shall be
dates the Jewish year from when Adarg o 100k for watered land suitabl@'€at for you; even as the green herb have
o e oo s e . s Yo g (G )

ot of sense, s 1 _ I es onlv a few weeks (o arow. scholars are puzzled why the generation
civilisation and the beginning of history. y g of Adam was only allowed to eat fruit and
The period before Adam’s departure from "Therefore the Lord God sent him fromherbs, while after the Flood animal flesh
the Qarden can cover all the millennia ofhe Garden of Eden, to till the ground... Ivas allowed. In the early days of
prehistory. It changes our time scale fronthe sweat of thy face shalt thou eagriculture all animals were still wild and
the ridiculous to the sublime - Annopread...” (Gen. 3:23, 19). meat was hard to come by. The place of

Mundi becomes Anno Adam. : Noah in the march of civilisation is that
The circumstances that led to th . . L
e domesticated animals. This is

AthOl-Jgh (he Bible begins \-Nith the"expulsion" of mankind from the Garden, raphically illustrated by the story of the
fascinating account of the creation of thgom 4 jie of ease as gatherers of food f§ o o oo.Y y me story
Universe and the creation of Time, | have | et rk and the zoo that went into it. Noah,

m J 9 life of toil as tillers of the ground, maqu - .
always maintained that the Book of Genes ho distinguished between clean and
¢ : OTSENESEy Adam a persona non grata and of o], - . .
is essentially the story of our civilisation o, nclean animals, is likewise honoured by

. new condition as the "Fall" from God’s i ; i i
with Adam as the hero of that story ) : : >~~>naming him and his family as the sole

’ grace. This attitude is further confirmed,rvivors of the Flood.

Who was this Adam, where did heby the story of Cain and Abel in which
come from, where did he go, what did h&od looks favourably on Abel, the hunter Adam, the founder
do and where was the Garden of Ederihd gatherer, and disapprovingly on Cain, .

Rabbi Maller focuses his attention mainlghe farmer. Cain’s murder of Abel of Monotheism
on what happened in Mesopotamia, byepresents the traumatic transition to a

the story begins much earlier. new life-style, and the triumph of Adam has an even greater claim to

; o ; fame. He was a great leader and a
i riculture over hunting."And Cain went ) .
The retreat of the last Ice Age climaté&d g rophet. He is honoured as such in Islam:

took place some 9000 years ago startingut from the presence of the Lord anff, %o\ "0 5 daism. The story of his
obviously, in equatorial Africa, and that isdwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of '/ " "~ "0l hotee his
where Adam lived. Up until then peopleAden”. (Gene, 4:16). belief in the One Supreme Creator. We

subsisted mainly by hunting, but as this It is interesting to note here that one afay infer that Adam started monotheism,

became less and less rewarding Adag, opinions in the Talmud mentionsand that movement became widespread

was inspired to move with his tibe, oo a5 heing the forbidden fruit thaby the time his grandson Enos was born.

eastward to southern Arabia, which wa dam ate in the Garden. TheThen began men to call upon the name

then uninhabitated and was lush wit - . . " .
of the Lord". (Gen. 4:26).
virgin forests and fruit gardens. The Re&phroOIISIaC quality of wild wheat ( )

Sea was still a lake. promoted Adam’s eating of the The story of the tree of knowledge of
. Forbidden Fruit being associated Wityood and evil likewise demonstrates that
And the Lord God planted a gardenhe dawn of sexual awareness. Adam believed in Free Will - man’s

eastward in Eden, and there he put the

, : ; reedom to choose, and that he was not an
man whom he had formed". (Gen. 2.8) As the earth’'s climate continued tJ

warm up, the wades of southern Arabigut_omaton in the hands of destiny. Adam

Because the weather was not wargyon pecame dry and civilisation had ggelieved too that man was created in God's

enough, it hadn't started to rain yet —thg,ove  northwards to Canaan an{ilﬂé_\ge and having many of His attributes -
gardens were watered by mist agesonotamia, where the first settled oliness, wisdom, love, compassion.

Genesis tells us. communities were located at the foothills The story of the Creation in seven days
Where was the Garden of Eden of Kurdistan. Adam’s son Seth isalso demonstrates that Adam and his
Gannat Adam, in Arabic? In Aden, ofreputedly buried in Mosul. followers observed the Sabbath
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...as a weekly day of rest, a "back to i i Akkad (2371-2316 BCE) lived in the 14th
nature" interlude, when we did not have Datlng the JeWISh century of the Jewish calendar. Abraham
to work, to cook, to build houses, to Ca|endar was not born until the 20th century.
weave clothes. A taste of the -good old .While homo sapiens has been

days", of the bliss of the Garden of Adeiby Rabbi Alien S. Maller evolving for tens of thousands of years,
of the past, and of the utopian Gan EdeRabbi of Temple Akiba, Calver City, civilised mankind only begins about 58

of the future. California centuries ago. The Jewish calendar is the
Technology points to a life of ease, fre€ondensed from an article in Dor le oldest in the world. The closest to it is the
of toil and of disease, of simplified foodDor, Spring 1992 Mayan calendar, only 26 years behind.**
intake and improved human waste, whicRublished in Jerusalem by the Jewish . )
now pollutes us and our environment! Bible Quarterly Naim Dangoor adds:
. . The Christian calendar starts from the nsidering the Hebrew calendar to
The rise of |d0|atry birth of Jesus. The Moslem calenda‘ start, not from the creation of the
. begins with the ﬂlght of Mohammed from Universe, but from the beginning
Aiter the Flood, despots in the mould ofyiecca to Medina. By analogy, one mighgf recorded history, changes our time

Saddam arose, who drank of the violengypect that the Jewish calendar woulgcale from the ridiculous to the sublime.

waters of the Tigris and who promoted thgiat either from the birth of Abraham (the _ _
worship of idols and of themselves. BUfirst Hebrew) or from the Exodus out of 1he invention of the Hebrew alphabet

Monotheism survived in pockets iNEgypt (the birth of the Israelite nation).by Abraham or by his tribe h_a_s_ ha_d a
Western Arabia and in Canaan. The Biblggt the rabbis in the second century whi1ore far-reaching effect on civilisation
abounds with such references. "Noak ade up the current Jewish calengdfan the introduction of earlier, crude
walked with God. "Noah found grace inohose Adam as their starting point. forms of writing.

the eyes of the Lord". "Noah built an altar : . :

; The present Jewish calendar is lunisolar

unto the Lord". (Gen. 6:9, 8; 8:20). The first Adam. represents the~ the rr?onths be'r\:vI reckoned acI:colid'ln to
) beginning of civilised mankind. The exit Ing coraing

Abraham, a direct descendant of Noakyt aAdam from the Garden of Edenthe moon and the years according to the

journeyed from Ur to Canaan where h%ymbolises the transition of mankincgUn- According to tradition, quoted in the
met Melchizedek, king of Salem{om a Stone Age state of hunters angame of Hai Gaon of Babylon (d. 1038),
(Jerusalem) and priest of the Most Hig@atherers, to the more advanced Bronztge present extremely accurate Jewish
God; the Patriarchs’ encounters witr)a‘ge society of farmers and city dwe”erspalendar was introduced by Hillel Il in
various missionaries of God; Moses'’s 358-59 CE. In the Biblical period the
father-in-law was most probably a When did this take place? The mosfeckoning was from the time of the
believer in God:; at Jericho, Joshua metf@mous attempt to calculate "theexodus; then from the erection of
stranger with a drawn sword who told€ginning” was that of lIrish Bishopsolomon's Temple, or the beginning of
him, "... as a captain of the host of thdames Usher who sets the date for thee reign of Kings; then from the
Lord am | now come”. (Jos. 5:14). departure from the Garden of Eden in thgabylonian captivity. In Talmudic and

. heref . he & 4004 BCE. The current Jewishost-Talmudic times, calculation was
It is wrong therefore to attribute thecajendar is based on the calculation @fom the start of the Sellucid era in 312

start of Monotheism to Abraham. Rabbi Yosi-ben-Halafta in his secondBCE. Only when the centre of Jewish life

Rehabllltatlng Adam century book, Seder Olam Rabba, byhoved from Baghdad to Europe did the

adding the lifespans in Genesis anga|culation become Anno Mundi.

L . Exodus. According to him, Adam exited ,
It is time to rehabiliate Adam andy " o ot Eden and became civilised Attempts at reforming the calendar

honour him not only as the father of ou nd making i mmetrical hav
agricultural civilisation but also as the 760 BCE (5753 years ago). ?eseategly gf]ailc—:’fd St))/ecauestecai‘t Wsulil
founder of Monotheism. When | was There is another way to estimate whefamper with the 7-day sequence and
eight years old | asked my latemankind became civilised. According taesylt in a roving Sabbath.

grandfather Hakham Ezra Dangoor, ifrchaeologists, this fundamental

our Patriarch Abraham - Abraham Abinwevelopment in human evolution first___ [0

- had observed the Sabbath. | was toldok place in the Tigris-Euphrates valley

that Abraham had kept thealmost 6000 years ago. The earliest

Commandments by "inspiration". In factwriting discovered so far comes from th
Abraham kept many Commandments biesopotamian city of Uruk (Erech, Gen
traditions handed down from previouslO: 10) and dates to about 5500 years a(
God-fearing ancestors.

By beginning the Jewish calendar witl Quote...

Brothers in Adam A_ciﬁm,bthe r_a_l?bist_ equatoelzd hthaI” dhistg Yesterday is history
with urban civilisation and writing. Indee Tomorrow is mystery

Judqism, Christiqnity and Islam eacﬁlll Writtﬁn relfer_en(I:es to goliticalbevceln:s(;l Today is a gift
committed the mistake of trying to'N€ archagological records can be date That's why it is called the present.

obliterate and supersede its predecessoiid Jewish calendar. The first dynasty
claiming to have a monopoly of theEQypt arose in the 7th century of th Source unknowr]

Truth. In fact, we are all brothers inJewish calendar. The first stone pyram
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Hakham Shimon
% Agassi zt'l

I n your SCRIBE issue no. 73, from

July 2000, page 16, you have
published an article about my
TIT) T 110n grandfather, HAKHAM  SHIMON
AGASSI zt'l. In the article you write:

RRR114.1 1 111 TLT) R “Rabbenu did not accept comfort for his
o lEREREl oldest son until his last son Ezra Tzion
- P mime . grew up and married his brother’s
Rk abins # intended wife.”
[EE S N MNO OF Wi - Putting facts correctly, HAKHAM
wnm’“ SHIMON AGASSI's last son was
» Eliyahu Chayim Agassi, who was born in
—_—— 1909, 13 years after Ezra Tzion. Eliyahu

came to Israel in 1928, and later was the
Head of the Arabic Department in the

Rehabilitation Centre in Beersheva ‘Histadrut Haklalit’, and the publisher of

n Monday, 22 October 2001, in the presence of a delegation from Kéfih ‘Hakikat Al Amar’ newspaper.
OHayesod Sweden, the Sweden Rehabilitation Centre was formally dedicdttyahu wrote four books for children,

Among the honoured guests attending this ceremony were former KeMich told many Baghdadi folklore
Hayesod World Chairman, Mr Shlomo Hillel, Mayor Yaakov Turner, Mr Gad Belories, among them ‘Husham from
Ari, Director General of Keren Hayesod and Mr Shimon Tourgeman, DirecRftghdad and ‘Hayafa Bat Haruach’.
General of Ilan. In addition, numerous residents and individuals of Beersheva weargm Eliyahu’s son, and am called after
present that will benefit from the services provided by the Rehabilitation Centre.my Grandfather.

The Dangoor family has adopted the rehabilitation apartment and kitchen. Thegseyill be glad to share additional
special rooms were designed to teach the disabled how to live and function in a f®&nation about the family of my

environments Grandfather with whoever is interested.
Dennis Allon Acting Director Shimon Agassi. e-mail addess:
Projects Division sagassi@attglobal.net
(I (D

The Jewish Musicians of Iraq

Proverbs...
M y name is Shosh Gabay and I'm an Israeli journalist, daughter of Jey

Weave in faith and God

immigrants from Irag. | read in your web the interesting article by Yehes e
will find the thread.

Kojaman, about the Iraqi music and the role of the Jews of Iraq in
Arabic music. I'm making a documentary movie about the subject and | would lik

t in touch with Mr Koj . Would be kind and thi il tohim? . . -
get in touch wi r Kojaman. Would you be kind and pass this email to fim Tl T TG

Thank you. is like shooting without taking aim.
Shosh Gabay gabay59@barak-online.net
Scribe: Mr Kojaman has been informed. Courage is not the absense of feal,
i but the conquest of it.
The Magam Music Tradition of Iraq Goodness speaks in a whisper,
by Y Kojaman evil shouts.

257 pp with many rare photographs

r'Y Kojaman has just published his new book on Iragi Magam Music, asuf ~ 1he bestmirroris an old friend.
M in which the author is a leading authority. Some of the contents: The Cha

bands; the effect of the emigration of Iraqi Jews; Iragi music and Mag
tradition in Israel after the emigration; A typical Chalghi night; occasions at wh
Chalghi nights are performed,; classification and features of the Magam; developmg
Pastas; the traditional Magam instrumests.

Out of debt, out of danger.

What the eye does not admire,
The book is obtainable from the author and publisher at... the heart does not desire.

116 Hanover Road, London NW10 3DP, UK
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fraught with revolution, in which a once Jacob Benjamin E|ias

numerous community, learn to fear fol

their lives, as ‘Grey Beetles’, the cars o Synagogue

the secret police trawl the streets, an

pounce on innocent Jews. Along the firsStanford Hill, London N16 6QT
theme, Yahia describes vividly the sightsEngIand

sounds and tastes of Baghdad. Tradition

dishes such as Sambousak are mention¢ 18 December 2000

and Yahia includes the occasional Arabi pear Mr Dangoor

- word, which contribute to the vivid sense

When the Grey of place she creates. Yahia also paints I must thank you very much for the

convincing picture of life for a young J books that have been sent to me and

Beetles TOOk Over teenage girl. Lina has to deal with which  were written by your

everything that any other girl approachincgrandfather, Hakham Ezra Dangoor. 1

Baghdad adolescence experiences: The start of hfound this to be a most wonderful book,
menstruation, the interest boys around hwery interesting, very digesting, so simple
by Mona Yahia begin to take in her, and the correspondinto understand.

and unfamiliar feelings which she

Peter Halban Publishers Ltd develops for her English friend Lawrence

Your grandfather, Hakham, had great

wisdom to be able to write a book such as

£15.99 406pp _
. Along the second theme, the struggles (this, to be able to learn to understand our
Reviewed by Anna Dangoor the Jewish community are depictecgipie. In his book he gives the translation

trikingly. Yahia creates an intense mood ¢

ona Yahia was born in Baghdacf , vin detail, which even a child can
M ear, as one after the other, innocent Jewi:

in 1954, and escaped with her understand and learn.
men are arrested and accused of fal

studied Pf‘s”lrg;%lgo I;:a_?él Xvi\}ggr?i.ve?ge crimes. These arrests culminate in th | have given it to my Synagogue and
Y 9y a . tyexecutions in Tahrir square, mentioneimy rabbi reads from it to the people, who
and worked as a trainer in the school for_ . . . : .
earlier, where thirteen men, nine of thenenjoy hearing the passages and learn
Army Commanders. In 1985 she moved t9 ' . o - . . ; .
. ews including Lina’s swimming teacher.from it. | think you did a great job and a

Germany to study Fine Arts. She hagind a boy of only 17 from her school, arimitzvah having this book published. |

published short stories in London Magazinﬁun forybein )fcraitors to Ira Yah’ia’sm'l zhva_ aVIlggh 'S 80 PUDLS Z'.
and The Jewish Quarterly, as well as i esgri tion of ?hese events C(;t led witlWIS i oo ave oo pamed
German anthologies. This is her first nove?h >CTIp ity is sickeni dthi prt fth English, so that people unable to read

_ eir reality Is sickening, and this part of théHeprew would have an understanding.

Mona Yahia’s novel ‘When the Greybook is deeply saddening. The trouble’s als ) ]

Beetles Took Over Baghdad' is the story afome even closer to home for Lina’s family It would be greatly appreciated if you
the life of Lina, a young Jewish girl growingHer elder brother Shuli is also arrested whecould let me have a few more copies of this
up during the 60's in Baghdad, at a time die makes the mistake of responding to book to distribute to my other synagogues.
g_reat _instibility foli,the Jewish communrztyfellow stt_Jdent’s request to be shown a St: May the Almighty give you strength,
Lina is the boc_) s narrator, and Yahisof David. The very same _StUdemhealth and happiness to you and your
captures the mind of a young teenagaubsequently reports him as a Zionist.
perfectly, drawing the reader in, so that

Lina’s hopes and fears become one’s owny

family. May you see the weddings of your
Acts of cruelty such as this appeachildren and grandchildren. May the
roughout the novel. However these ar Almighty shower upon you all His choicest
Fear is a strong theme throughout thiempered by Yahia's description of theblessings which you so richly deserve.
novel, and ultimately the book is a story opartial normality which the Jewish
Lina’s longing for freedom; freedom fromcommunity cling to. This makes Lina’s
Irag, but ultimately freedom from fear.life a fine balance between the usual anpavid Elias BEM, MWI, FIWO
Having such a young narrator allows Yahi¢he unusual, and is fundamentally wha
to write simply, making the book a verymakes her such a real character. So real

Yours sincerely

Scribe: Glad to note that Mr Elias is

easy read. The confusion and complexity déct that reading this book is like taking & making steady progress after
an adolescent mind however, especialipurney to Baghdad and baak. his recent iliness.
one surrounded by such turmoil, are also i i

conveyed with impressive understanding.

Life for Lina is by no means simple, and ] would like to obtain a copy of this sending me a copy of Vol. 69 of the Scribe.
through her Yahia allows us to feel both thc § volume (69)... can anyone help? I'mAs | had hoped, the Somekh Family Tree
unbearable horror of Jewish persecutior B more than happy to pay for it! that appeared in the issue indeed tracks my
zgﬁz a?sii;hT h?r?gl?r?:oi; :?grgnsgl:g\r/z,” ta'Dennis A. Somech own ancestors, and | found my grandfather
; aly, " " : _ h.ydsomech@tighepatton.com and my two gr_eat—aunts towards the more
E. events ZUC Tﬁs the Pkl;'”m ca3|?o WhIC 2 eply: recent generations. My grandfather will be
ina attends. That is what is so fantasti : ; ; ;
- - thrilled when he sees this, as | am sendin
about the book. It tells two stories in one. T You would like to email your postal q hank h dg
address we shall send issue No. 69 to yo®y.Copy today. Thank you very much, an
The first is the story of Baghdadi life for v best wishes to you.My grandfather’s name
a young girl who is fast becoming aHis reply: is Godfrey Somech, who appears at the
woman. The second, the story of a stal  Thank you ever so much for graciouslyoottom centre of the second page.
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Lionel Blue's Non-Conversion Hazon Yeshaya Soup
From Alex Ritter KitChenS

I 've just visited your web pageHis creatures for being as He made ther Jerusalem

httlp://v(\jlww.gaLr?goolr.Bc;)m’ﬂZpageSS.rf1 At least the Jewish God, in the story o | am a businessman from New York
why he did not become a Christan. _oraham_and Isaac, didn' let ihe | who moved to Jerusalem and started a
sacrifice of Isaac actually happen. Bu | small Humanitarian Project that has
As | am an atheist (albeit married to &0d’s motivation is open to criticism. | grown enormously. | presently have four
Christian wife), | see the matter from dhink. | would respect both Abraham ancjocations that distribute daily hot meals
more detached point of view than most dhe Deity here if Abraham had refused t(to over 600 people — that adds up to over
your readers would, | imagine. At least kill Isaac and God had congratulated hin15 000 meals per month. And this
don't suffer from any religious bias! Theon that response. God's satisfaction énumber increases daily.
article was interesting in that itseeing that Abraham would have | vol I . q eff
confirmed some of my thoughts aboumurdered Isaac makes the Deity a vo.untee:-r all my time and efforts to
religion. imagined in Judaism seem a monster, ljkun this project.
the Christian one. The cost of this project is covered

First, the Rabbi's reaction was entirelv fro o but |
emotional, and religion is an affair of the As Lucretius said of the sacrifice of. nurely from my own resources, bu
jinvite like-minded people to join and

i i ) Iphigenia by her father, such are the evi _ L
emotions, as Pascal pointed out P9 y share with me in this worthy cause.

. .. .. to which religion leads.
Secondly, the Rabbi saw the situation Abraham ISRAEL
61 Rashi Street

through the tunnel vision that religion Why should adherents of different
seems to produce. He is right, of coursegligions hate one another so readily? POB 57570

to point to the hatred of some Christianthink maybe it's because they are in facJerusaIem

towards Jews. Maybe Doris Lessing waiisecure in their beliefs, but so dependeIISRAEL 91571

right when she called Christianity theon them emotionally that they have tc

most intolerant religion the world haspretend to themselves that those belie Tel/Fax: 02-500 2627

ever seen. But doesn't he see that t@ye incontrovertible. And such certainty‘E_ma”_

many adherents of the three connecteét$ Michel de Montaigne said, is thehazon- eshava@harak-online. net

religions of Christianity, Judaism andsurest mark of unreason.
. . - . )
Islam are guilty of the same attitudes? As | must say, by the way, that from Soup Kitchens:

Ihsaid JO my r::?ristiafanife \1vhen f?hehearing Rabbi Blue on the radio, an(65 Rashi Street (Mekor Baruch)
showed me pnolos of Jerusalem alter Quqing his writings occasionally, | have15 HaKinamon Street (Gilo)

visit, "You can tell how holy it is by the . . :
' . ; the impression of an admirable persor
number of armed police and soldiers of, . g pity he needs to saddle Fr)ﬂmse7 Dov Hoz St (Kattamon)

'll . . . H
the streets! with religion, of whatever kind!

Then there’s the treatment of Palestinian I'd be interested to know what other

Arabs by the Israelis - perhaps caused_: : :
primarily by politicians, but intensified by‘a\ﬂsnors to your website think about theseThe last issue of The Scribe I

(D

- things, but would ask that if anyone want: ;
religion. And, nearer to my home, g : y received was on 9/99. | was
. . to comment on this message, they do deri hat h d to th
consider the relations between Protesta : : wonaering what happened to the
o ough your website, or via yourself, anc t WO i I h b o
and Catholics in Northern Ireland. PeoplzOLI do not divulge my e-mail address next two Issues. | have been receiving
say that these conflicts are not religiou *this valuable journal for several years. If

but ethnic or political. That is true of theirScribe: you've had a change of policy regarding

origins, but religion is what makes them The truth about the sacrifice of Isaac i<SUPSCription, please let me know and I'll

so savage and difficult for men ofthis: be glad to oblige. This journal is a
goodwill to influence. Indeed, the resource and, a very good one at that, to

Protestants were first put into Ireland in Human sacrifice was practiced by theal| of the Babylonian Jews such as
the knowledge that relations betweeéanaanltes as the ultimate proof of theimyself. | would like to continue

them and the Catholic population would€votion and obedience to their Godreceiving this excellent journal.
be Vicious hey challenged Abraham to prove his

own devotion and obedience to his GocShamoon Salih
My own rejection of Christianity is by sacrificing Isaac. The story that wasNew York
mostly a matter of temperament - | thinkenacted was to demonstrate to th
one either is or is not inclined to religionCanaanites that human sacrifice wa SCHPe reply:
and if one is, one normally takes what'sepugnant not only to Abraham but alsc The reason for your not receiving our

on offer locally, Christianity, Judaism orto the God of Abraham. current issue, No. 73, is because The Scribe
whatever. But there also seems to me to i is now appearing only on the internet
be something objectionable at the heart (www.thescribe.uk.com), one issue per
of Christian belief. Would any Creato year, and the last printed edition was No.

worthy of respect, let alone adoratioy |f you would like to make any

. 21 72. However, if you wish, we can send you

a print-out in colour of the current issue at
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American Friends of the Babylonian Jewry
Heritage Centre, Inc.

From Robert Shasha

T

he Babylonian Jewrry Heritage Center intends to preserve the memory
cultural heritage, and the history of the Iragi Jewish community.

After the destruction of the Second Temple
in 70 CE, Babylonian Jewry became the
spiritual centre for far-flung Jewish
communities. Great academies of learning
were established at Nechardea, Sura and
Pumpedita, headed by outstanding gaonim
(excellencies). (The museum houses a
diorama of an academy). The Babylonian
Talmud (the Oral law), the basis of Jewish
law, philosophy and the Jewish way of life,

The centre is in need of expanding its facilities and we have volunteered for thiwas produced by Babylonian Jews.

of soliciting monies for this effort.

This is a gift for our children and grandchildrdmis is also a great way to honour one’s
parents and family.

The followingunassigned hallsn the museum remain:

Size Square Metres Cost
1. Culture and Art* 50 $175,000
2. Education* 50 $175,000
3. Theatre* 50 $175,000
4. Temporary Exhibits* 50 $245,000
5. The Jewish Home* 100 $350,000
*These donations can be given by up to two people
The scholarly projects which need to be funded are:

1 The project on history of the ancient

Babylonian Jewish Community $210,000*
2 Translation to English on the pogrom

in Baghdad in 1941 $ 50,000
3 Discovery of documents in governmental

institutions in the Ottoman Empire during

Ottoman rule in Iraq $ 45,000
4 Completion of the genealogies of the

305,000 Iraqgi Jews in the world $100,000*
5 Research on Babylonian Jewish Leadership

(Personal, rabbinical, and diaspora leaders) $246,000*
6 Supporting the newsletter "Nehardea"

in English $ 30,000
7 Grant Funds for Research $ 30,000
8 Gilded Sign for Museum Entrance $ 6,000

Cheques should be made payable to theémerican Friends of the Babylonian Jewry
Heritage Center, Incand sent directly to the office for the attention of Mr Halahmy.

IRAQI JEWS — PRESERVING A RICH HERITAGE

by Sharon Kanon

The golden age of gaonim paralleled the
days of splendour of the Arab caliphate (mid-
7th century to mid-11th century). For over a
thousand years, the Jews had their own
administrative head, the Exilarch or Rosh
Galuta, who at one point governed over two
million Jews.

Tolerance and tyranny were the lot of Iraqi
Jews after the Middle Ages. During the
Mongol period (13th to 15th centuries), the
larger yeshivas were closed down. But by the
end of the 18th century, Baghdad had once
again become a centre of learning.

By the 19th century, Jews controlled Iraqg’s
commerce and exerted influence in
government circles, and as early as 1919, got
on the Zionist bandwagon. Besides Zionist
organisations, the community had very active
sports clubs, teams and parades. A
topographical replica of the Jewish Quarter of
Baghdad in 1948 reveals more than 60
institutions — yeshivas, schools, synagogues,
medical institutions and administrative
bodies.

For more information email...

Babylon@BabylonJews.org.il

Reply:

Thank you for your appeal on behalf of Or-
Yehuda, totalling some US$5 million. | have
often heard in the past five years of plans to
build the first floor. What is the position now?
Are there any brochures or plans of this unique
establishment? Please send me full information
to study the mattes.

It is hard to imagine what it must have been like to take a stroll down a streetin Baghdad,or  [IIITJ
sit on the shores of the Tigris or Euphrates. It is also hard to imagine that Iraq, formerly

Babylon, was once home to a flourishing and fiercely Zionistic Jewish community — the la

gest

Jewish community in the world — with a highly developed network of educational, religious
cultural institutions.

The best way to experience the drama of the first Diaspora and recapture the vitalit
charm of the large Jewish Quarter in Baghdad 50 years ago, is to visit the Babylonian J
Heritage Centre, located in Or Yehuda near the site of Israel’s first transit camp.

Areplica of a street in the Jewish Quarter includes a typical coffeehouse and shops belg
to a silversmith, a goldsmith, a cloth merchant, an embroiderer, a shoemaker and a spice
At the end of the street is a reconstruction of the Great Synagogue of Baghdad (one
synagogues in Baghdad in the mid-20th century contained over one thousand gold and
encased Torah scrolls.

The Heritage Centre recently organised its first event to attract the children of Iraqi Je
immigrants in Israel and increase awareness of their cultural and historical roots.

The en-masse return of the oldest Jewish Diaspora brought with it traditions from cent
of flourishing culture that had evolved over a period of 2,000 years. Rich in history, s
folklore, customs and dress, and infused with a strong Zionist spirit, the Iragi-Jewish le|

pulsates with life.

Probverbs...

An once of practice is worth a
pound of preaching.

A good wife and health
is a man’s best wealth.

The written word can be erased-
not so with the spoken word
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Natalie starting her
life in England.
Dleft Baghdad ten

years ago and
started a long process of
getting established in the
UK, getting her GP
appointment two years ago

and got married last year to
Frankie Sweiry.

r. Amira Nassim

'‘Look Up and Dream'

by Robert Rietti

Published by Valentine Mitchell

Their daughter Natalie
looks a healthy and bright
six old ready to start life in
a new diaspora.

An appreciation of the book by the
Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

"...That is the recurring theme of Robert
Rietti's engaging reminiscences "Look Up
and Dream". Time and again he tells us of
occasions in which the hand of God seems
to have been directing the affairs of man.
He calls them ‘small miracles'.
Coincidence? Happenstance? Luck? £ NeW Shanghai
they might seem to one for whom that is a

there s, f_or Whom thel universe circlesby Pamela Yatsko

endlessly in the void, blind to our hopes ) )

deaf to our prayers. But Rietti speaks to L The rocky rebirth of China’s

with the voice of faith, real faith, not the legendary city

hectoring variety convinced of its own29g pp Wiley Paperback £14.50

new buildings and new roads, even
while the software of prosperity — a
reliable legal regime, openness to new
ideas, freedom to innovate — languished.
A key problem was that, during the
Communist era in Shanghai, any trace of
capitalist ability had been obliterated. If

righteousness, all too ready to use th
perfection of God as a rod to chastise th
imperfections of mankind. His, rather, is
the faith of one who stands always open t
surprise, his ear carefully attuned to th

anghai, perched on the southerﬁnything' the city administrators retained

SoaSt of China. is known as one oft traditional Maoist leaning well into the
he world’s largest cities. But until 1990's, with a strong emphasis on

recently, it was also known as one of thgovernment control. They made the

music of God beneath the noise anSleepiest, a far cry from the laissez-fairglistake of believing that innovation
clamour of daily events. Rietti knows whai€nergy of its colonial past. Then, in thgould be planned. The result was mainly
we too often forget, that God speaks to us €arly 1990’s, the Chinese governmergtonfusion. At the factory level, most
the ‘still, small voice’, meaning the voice decided that Shanghai would benanagers interpreted the new direction
that we only hear if we are listening. To onideveloped into a world-class financiabs permission for them personally to
without faith, life all too often confirms his @nhd commercial centre, a city capable ahake as much money as possible,
or her lack of expectations. But to one foleading China into the new millennium.causing an epidemic of corruption that
whom the presence of God is a perpetu The recipe seemed simple enough. Tak@ows no sign of abating.

possibility, Heaven discloses itself, ofterPlenty of money and 20 million people, | 100. the city’ s
when we are least expecting it. This is .@hd mix until skyscrapers form. Add !N SOMe Wways, 100, the Cily's vast size

lovely and a moving book, inviting us to 9enerous amounts of hyperbole, a lot dp also a problem. One can make a great
look at our lives again and recognise th mobile phoneS and a stock market. Andeal of mone.y without ha\”ng to |0.0k
moments at which we were touched by th— there you have it. beyond the city borders. The executives

sheltering winds of Divine providence anc |n certain respects, Shanghai Iookgr: foreign companies who poured into
for a moment felt the whisper of eternity,jike a financial centre. There arec C'y t€nyears ago have also become
signalling a purpose beyond the winds Ccertainly plenty of skyscrapers: at on(fgeeply dissatisfied, and now tend to
chance and a Presence behind the rushime the city contained one-fifth of the'ocUS On the local market. Those who

every day eventss' world’s  construction cranes. Thedre looking for a national base have
Sir Robert Rietti O.M.R.I. planners looked at Hong Kong, LondoAnoved to Beijing.

40 Old Church Lane and New York, and concluded that glass gyt Shanghai's substantial industrial
London WN9 8TA towers were the defining trait of ap;5e angd strategic position as a

Tel: 020 8205 3024 successful “market economy. TheYaieway to the interior of southern

simply failed to understand thecy s iae it a logical centre for
Fax: 020 8200 4688 difference between the outward Symk_)ol%anufacturing and trade. It may one
of cqplt_allsm _and the SO(.:'a!day even become the regional financial
underpinnings of it. In essence, this Isentre it is supposed 1o be
the difference between hardware anf bp '
software. The government focused ORrom the Times Literary Supplement
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The Double Exodus

A study of Arab and Jewish Refugees in the Middle East.
From a foreword by Philip Goodhart, MP

left their homes in Palestine during 1948 was not more than 600,000. It was

The most reliable estimate of the number of Arab men, women and children who
only the twelfth largest movement of refugees to take place since the end of

World War 1.
Real Wealth From 1947 to 1950 at least four million Moslems moved from India to Pakistan and

. more than four million Hindus fled from Pakistan to India. The estimates of the
Creatlon number of permanent refugees driven from their homes by the first partition of India

range between eight and eleven million.
by Stella Shamoon g 9

By September 1950, three million Sudeten Germans had been expelled from
Czechoslovakia. Between 1949 and the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961 a
ISBN No. 0-75282-111-3 further 2,739,000 refugees moved from east to west Germany. An additional six
Published in 1999 210 pp and three quarter million Germans left their homes in the Provinces annexed by
Poland after the war.

Orion Business Books

Reviewed by Anna Dangoor ) o o
In Africa about one and a half million Ibos refugees returned to Eastern Nigeria.

f ;ella Shamoon’s book ‘Real WealthThe number of Frenchmen and pro-French Arabs who fled from North Africa before

reation’ is a simple and cleargng after Algerian Independence has also been put at rather more than one million.
ntroduction to making the most of

one’s money. When Vietnam was partitioned in 1956, 800,000 North Viethamese, many of whom
were Roman Catholic, moved to South Vietnam to escape from Ho Chi Minh’s
regime. During the major Communist offensives in the mid-1960’s more than one
million South Viethamese also moved out of their homes into temporary refugee
camps. More than one million refugees from North Korea settled in South Korea after
the fighting that moved up and down the Korean peninsula in the two years that
Stella spends a great deal of tim«followed the North Korean attack in June 1950. Over one million refugees from

convincing her reader that everyone anmainland China lived in camps in Hong Kong.
anyone is able to manipulate thei ) )
finances to better advantage. | have to s In the Middle East itself the exodus of Jews from Arab lands has been even larger

that at first | was sceptical, but stella’<than the flight of Arabs from Israel. In 1948 there were almost 850,000 Jews in Arab
firm words of encouragement eventuallylands ranging from Iraq to Morocco. By 1973 there were less than 50,000.

did their magic, and urges to subscribe t  There is, however, one factor which distinguishes the bulk of the Arab refugees
the Financial Times and start investingom the millions of people who have left their homes and countries in the last 50
my student loan immediately, wereyqarq hecause of political, ethnic, or religious pressures. Everyone of the non-Arab
difficult to quell. countries that received a flood of refugees did their best to re-settle the new arrivals.
This book is straightforward, easy tcAll countries except the Arabs, launched successful programmes of absorption. In
follow, and not just aimed at those of usmost of the Arab countries however, strenuous efforts were made to prevent or to limit
who are still mere babes in the world othe re-settlement of their Palestinian refugees. Arab leaders have denounced anc
finance. Stella’s plan can be adapted fcthwarted all international attempts to re-settle the refugees in empty lands away from

any age, and any means. If you have ¢|srael’s borders for political reasons.
income you have investment power, i ) )
may just need coaxing out of you. A lasting solution to the whole sad problem can only be found when all concerned

_ _recognise that there has been a double exodus, involving a lasting exchange of people
One thing Stella does not pretend iThe Arab departure from Israeli territory must be balanced against the flight of an

that achieving financial ‘fitness’ will be gyen jarger number of Jewish refugees from Arab lands.
easy. ‘lt's like a diet’ she writes,

requiring a great deal of discipline, anc The solution of the Middle-East refugee question has to be based on a recognition
only worthwhile if one has a reasonabl¢that an exchange of population has taken place. Though the circumstances varied, the
long-term goal. So throw out yourexchange was irrevocable. Return to unfriendly Arab countries by the Oriental Jews
Slimfast, stop losing the pounds, ands obviously unthinkable. Likewise, Palestinian refugeees cannot expect to return
start gaining themé¢ under any circumstances.

For someone who until recently though
that ‘derivatives’ were things you only
came across in Physics, the explanato
style of this book was perfect.

[ ([

All unsigned articles are written by the editor
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. . would be obliged if you could help
A Rabbl TalkS Wlth I me to find the address or telephone
number or email address of Mr Albert
J eSUS Khabbaza. Mr Khabbaza is the brother of
the late Esther Mercado, who was a very
dear friend of my father the poet,
Abraham Ovadiah. My father wants to
McGill - Queen’s University Press get in touch with Mr Khabbaza, because
he plans to publish poems translated by
the late Esther.

161 pp paperback We know both Esther and Albert used
This learned author had written a detailed "history of the Jews in Babyloniato write to your journal.

by Rabbi Professor Jacob Neusner

Montreal & Kingston - London - Ithaca

six volumes, as well as many other books, including The Theology of the (Mazal Deshe
Torah. He is now a distinguished research professor of religious studies € Administrator —

Computing Division
University of South Florida and professor of religion, Bard College, New York. puting

University of Haifa
Neusner explains why the Sermon on the Mount would not have convinced hi

follow Jesus and why he would have continued to follow the teaching of Moses

explores the reasons Christians believe in Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of HeReply:

while Jews continue to believe in the Torah of Moses and a kingdom of priests A¢ g result of having the operation,

email:_ mdeshe@research.haifa.ac.il

holy people on earth. Esther sent us a farewell letter and a
This imaginary dialogue is conducted in a spirit of friendliness and respect forpoem for her friends and the readers of
others’ belief, free of intolerance and intentional misunderstanding. The Scribe which we published on page
47 of No. 73, which has since been

(D appearing only on the internet. If you

wish to send any further material of
Esther's work we would be glad to
consider it for future issues. Enclosed

Constantine's Sword  reqesied address.

by James Catrroll
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Company (MA, USA)
From: Naim S Mahlab
Montreal

am attaching a copy of a book review that appeared in a recent issue of Time:

which you may find of interest. The Baghdadl

| am gratified that the author, a former Catholic priest, proposes the thought|% Haggadah

anti-semitism was conceived, spawned and nurtured by the Christian Chi#
something that | have always maintained but never expected to hear from a praciit in three Ianguages;
Catholic. Hebrew, Arabic (in

It is a sad commentary that, what he calls "one of the West’s epic plagues" isz Hebrew characters) and
with us, albeit in a more discreet way. The propagation of this pernicious virus sge )
in Sunday school where the Jew is portrayed as a deicide, and is confirmed in af English

sophisticated way from the Christian pulpit. . .
P Y pulp is available from

Perhaps we should dare hope that with more people like James Caroll, the Clil
will accept responsibility for the crimes it has committed against the people of Jes The Exilarch’s

| think it was Mark Twain who said the man is the only member of the animiz Foundation at £5 UK
kingdom who has the ability to blush, and we certainly have a lot to blush about. and US $10 Overseas

i which includes postage

and packing
e would like to inform The Scribe readers of a new website, dedicated
the Jews of Iraqg who left Baghdad during the 1960's and 1970's. T

genealogy section should interest all Iragi Jews.

URL: http://come.toliragijews
email: iragijews@usa.net The Webmaster
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THE JEWISH STATE

The Struggle for Israel's Soul
by Yoram Hasony

ONE DAY IN SEPTEMBER

by Simon Reeve
The Story of the 1972 Munich
Olympics

SIEGFREED SASSOON 1886 —
1967

by John Stuart Roberts
Richard Cohen Books — London 344

Massacre, a government cover-up ar‘ij £20.00

a covert revenge mission

Faber and Faber - 244 pp

THE IRON WALL

Israel and the Arab World
by Avi Shlaim

433pp Basic Books, 12 Hid's Copse Penguin Books - 642pp

Road

Cummar Hill, Oxford, OX2 9JJ £19.50EUROPEAN AND ISLAMIC

FROM HERZL TO RABIN

The Changing Image of Zionism
by Amnon Rubinstein

285pp New York; Holmes and Meier;

Distributed in the UK by Book
representation and distribution £25

A BLOOD-DIMMED TIDE
Dispatches from the Middle East

384 pp Allen Lane, The Penguin Press

£20

THE STORY OF THE EXILE

A short history of the Jews of Iraq
by Nir Shohet

Translated and edited by Professol?

Abraham Zilkha

Published by the Association for the

Promotion of Research, Literature

TRADE IN THE EARLY
OTTOMAN STATE

The Merchants of Genoa and Turkey
by Kate Fleet

Cambridge University Press - 197 pp

THE SILENCE OF HEAVEN

by Amoz Oz
Agnon’s Fear of God

Translated by Barbara Harshaw

Princeton University Press - 197 pp

THE SEPHARDIM

Their Glorious Tradition from the
Babylonian Exile to the Present Day

y Lucien Gubbay and Abraham Levy
Carnell Limited — London - 220 pp

TO BAGHDAD AND BACK

and Art — founded in Israel by JewsThe Miraculous 2,000 Year

from Iraq - 141pp

NEW SHANGHAI

The Rocky Rebirth of China’s
Legendary City

by Pamela Yatsko
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. - 298 pp

A PEACE TO END ALL
PEACE

The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the
Creation of the Modern Middle-East

by David Fromkin
Avon Books — New York
567 pp

Homecoming of the Iragi Jews
by Mordechai Ben-Porat

Gefen publishing house, Jerusalem
361 pp

SAINT SAUL

A Skeleton Key to the Historical Jesus
by Donald Harman Apenson

Oxford University Press 2000 - 346 pp

£20.00

SIEGFRIED SASSOON

The Making of a War Poet
A Biography 1886-1918
by Jean Moorcroft Wilson

THE SEPHARDIC STORY

A Celebration of Jewish History
by Chaim Raphael

with a Preface by Professor Moshe
Mani

Vallentine Mitchell — London - 284 pp

OPERATION BABYLON

Jewish Clandestine Activity in the
Middle East 1946-51
by Shlomo Hillel

William Collins Sons & Co Ltd - 299
pp $15.00

WHO OWNS LONDON?

Arevealing in-depth investigation
by Shirley Coreen

Weidenfeld and Nicholson — London
216 pp

THE ROAD FROM
BABYLON

The Story of Sephardi and Oriental
Jews
by Chaim Raphael

Weidenfeld and Nicolson-London 284
pp £16.95

THE TERRIBLE SECRET

The First, Disturbing Account Of
How The News Of Hitler's "Final
Solution"” Was Suppressed And How
It Was Eventually Revealed

by Walter Laqueur

Weidenfeld and Nicholson, London -
252 pp £8.95

FOLEY... THE SPY WHO
SAVED 4,000 JEWS

The Book that uncovered Britain’s
Schindler

by Michael Smith

Duckworth in UK only - 585 pp £25.00 Coronet Books - 348 p
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...Continued

HOURGLASS

by Shlomo Habusha

Translated by Riva Rubin

The Littman Library

BEYOND REASONABLE
DOUBT

by Rabbi Louis Jacobs

The Oxfordian Institute — Oxford - 2700NE PEOPLE?

pp

GOLDEN APPLES -
ARTSCROLL SERIES

Parables of the Ben Ish Chai
by Yaakov Kahn

Translated by Shaindel Weinbach
Mesorah Publications Ltd - 192 pp

DENYING HISTORY

Who Says The Holocaust Never
Happened And Why Do They Say It?
by Michael Shermer and Alex
Grobman

Tradition, Modernity, and Jewish
Unity
by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

PERSPECTIVES ON
MAIMONIDES

Philosophical and Historical Studies
Edited by Joel L Kraemer

Professor of Jewish Studies and of
Social Thought — University of
Chicago

BRITISH JEWRY AND THE
HOLOCAUST

by Richard Bolchover

VERSUS ISRAEL

University of California Press - 304 ppA study of the relations between

ROAD TO RICHES
OR THE WEALTH OF MAN

by Peter Jay

Weidenfeld & Nicolson — London -

371 pp £20.00

ONLY YESTERDAY

A Novel by S 'Y Agnhon
Translated by Barbara Harshav

Princeton University Press - 642 pp

WARTIME LIES

by Louis Begley

winner of the Irish Times/AER
Lingus

International Fiction Prize

Pan Books Limited 198 pp
Picador UK £5.99

REINVENTING PAUL
by John G Gager

Oxford University Press - 187 pp

US$25.00

Christians and Jews in the Roman
Empire (AD135-425)

by Marcel Simon Translated from the
French

MOSES MENDELSSOHN

A Biographical Study
by Alexander Altmann

(D

Search for the Lost Tribes in
Israel

MODERN JEWISH
COOKING WITH STYLE
Innovative and Contemporary Kosher

Recipes for all Occasions
by Denise Phillips

Robson Books - 192 pp £16.95

ALICE’S INTERNATIONAL
CUISINE

Favourite Recipes
by Alice Shashou

16A Northgate, Prince Albert Road,
London NW8 7RE

Summerfield Press - 321 pp

RECIPES FROM BAGHDAD
by Renée al Kabir and others

Printed in Baghdad in 1952 in English
and in Arabic

THE BEST OF BAGHDAD
COOKING

WITH TREATS FROM
TEHRAN

by Daisy Iny

Saturday Review Press/E.P. Dutton &
Co., Inc., New York - 169 pp

Lemba people. | am really interestecNDIAN — JEWISH

I really enjoyed your piece about the

in their story as it unfolds.

COOKING

However, at the end of the article yOLby Mavis Hyman

stated that several people all over claim t

be descended from biblical tribes bu Hyman Publishers —London - 187 pp
don’t have proof. Well | think instead of (I

assuming that these people lying, hov

about starting an International Search fc"Adi Zahav"

the Lost Tribes in Israel in which those g am writing to thank you for the copy of
who claim to be blood descendants can k I "Adi Zahav", a commentary on Chumash
DNA tested. | think that would be more B by Rabbi Hakham Ezra Dangoor, who is
productive, historical, controversial, ancin fact my great great grandfather.

interesting. Don't you think???? It gave me great pleasure to read the pages

Great Job guyS, keep up the good Workof the Sefer, and | look forward with
anticipation to any future publications.

Khaeem Yisrael

Ramat Bet-Shemesh Michael Reuben

ISRAEL
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ELKEBIR FAMILY TREE

Descendants of Heskel Elkebir (1740-1816)
son of Abraham Nissim Shellim Saleh David Gubbay*
(*see note at end of tree)

Heskel ELKEBIR (1740-1816)married 1st, the daughter of Jacob Aaron Gubbay of the SHEIKH
ELIEZER family, and had issue; wife and children died in Basrah.
He married 2ndly, wife from the ADES family of Aleppo and had issue (A.1-A.7)

A.1  Aslan Heskel ELKEBIR (1780-1800), m. and had issue
B.1  Meir (1800-1887) m. 1824 Habiba dau of Rahmim ABDULEZER, and had issue

C.1 Aslan
C.2 Saleh
C.3  Heskel
C.4 Jacob
C.5 Shaul

A.2 Isaac m.and had issue
B.2 Jacob m. and had issue
C.6  Abdullah m. and had issue
D.1 Ezra
C.7  daughter m. 1859 son of Eliahu ben Heskel Menahem

A.3 Shoua Heskel ELKEBIR m. Mazaltov (Muzli Toba) SOMEKH, sister of H. Abdullah Somekh, and
had issue (B.3-B.8)

B.3  Heskel Shoua Heskel ELKEBIR known as Ezekiel ABRAHAM
(1824-1896) m. 1853 Aziza (1839-1897) dau of Sir Albert (Abdullah) SASSOON, Bt.
and had issue (C.8-C.19)

C.8 Flora (Farha) (1856-1936) m. 1876 her half-great-uncle and 2nd cousin,
Solomon David SASSOON (C.50), and had issue

D.2 Rachel (1877-1952) m. 1912 Sir David EZRA (BAHER) (1871-1947)
(no issue)

D.3 David SASSOON (1880-1942) m. 1912 Selina (1883-1969)
dau of Maurits PRINS of Amsterdam and had issue

E.1  Flora (b.1914) m. Oscar FEUCHTWANGER (issue)

E.2 Rabbi Solomon SASSOON (1915-1985) m. Alice BENJAMIN
(issue)
D.4  Mozelle (1884-1921) unmarried; writer of diary of visit to Baghdad in 1910
with her mothersister and brother published in this issue

C.9 Ronnie (Aaron) GUBBAY (1960-1931) m. Elizabeth (d.1944) dau of Emanuel

EMANUEL (no issue)
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C.10

cl1l

C.12

C.13

C.14

C.15

Kate (Khatoun) (1861-1929) m. 1880 her 1st cousin,
Jacob Elias JUDAH (MATUQ) (C.29) and had issue

D.5 David (1881- ) m.Miriam (Mary) and had issue

E.3 Jacob
E.4 Rachel
E.5 Naomi

D.6  Solomon (1882 -) m.his 1st cousin once removed, Rebecca
(C.22) dau of Nahoum Shoua Heskel ELKEBIR (no issue)

D.7  (Eliahu) Ellis (1891-1939) m. Sophie (no issue)

Rachel (1862-1904) m. Charles (Saleh) NISSIM (1845-1918),
2nd son of Meir MOSES, and had issue

D.8 Meyer NISSIM (1882-1959), Mayor of Bombay, m. Flo HOWARD
(no issue)

David ABRAHAM (1863-1945) m. 1885 Mozelle (1869-1954) dau of Ezra MOSES,
eldest son of Meir MOSES (and sister of Aaron MOSES see D.56); see photograph
of family group in_The Scribe 5@pril 1992), 11; and had issue

D.9 Reuben (Ruby) ABRAHAM (1888-1968) m. 1910 Mozelle (Maisie) dau of
Joseph HAYIM and Hanini Sassoon Benjamin Sassoon, and had issue

E.6  Ezekiel unmarried

E.7 Aziza m. Selim MOALLEM (issue)
E.8 Jo Hayim m. (issue)

E.9 Isaac (Jack)

Abraham (1866-1936) m. 1894 his 1st cousin, Rachel (C.23) dau of
Nahum Shoua Heskel ELKEBIR and had issue

D.10 Ezekiel unmarried
D.11 Aline unmarried

Rebecca (1870-1929) m. her 2nd cousin, Sasson Silman SOMEKH (1872-1944)
(no issue)

Dina (1871-1940) m. 1895 Ezekiel Hayim MOSHE and had issue

D.12 Hayim HAYIM (b.1897) m. Aline (E.37) (b.1901) dau of
Aaron Ezra MOSES and had issue

E.10 Basil
E.11 Derek
E.12 Roy

D.13 Rachel (d.1995) unmarried
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D.14 Lydia (Aziza) (1909-1989) m. Ezra Eliahu Rahmim SHAHMOON
and had issue

E.13 Sassoon (Dick)
E.14 Rebecca
E.15 Dinah
C.16 Simha (1873-1910) unmarried
C.17 Sarah (1874-1909) m. Manasseh Saleh MANASSEH and had issue
D.15 Aziza (1903-1923) unmarried
D.16 Heskel died in infancy

D.17 Abdullah Albert MANASSEH (1907-1991) m. Rachel dau of
Reuben Eliahu ANI and had issue

E.16 Jacob Eliahu (Jack)
E.17 Sarah

C.18 Joseph GUBBAY (1876-1962) unmarried

C.19 Ezra ABRAHAM (1880-1963) m. 1909 Hannah (1883-1965) dau of
Joseph NISSIM (MOSES) and had issue

D.18 Ezekiel m. (no issue)
D.19 Aziza m. and had issue
E.18 Rachel Leah m. Fred HEMI
D.20 Meyer unmarried
D.21 Rachel m.
D.22 David unmarried
D.23 Sarah (1911-1990) m. and had issue
D.24 Sophie died in infancy
D.25 Emma died in infancy
D.26 son died in infancy
D.27 Ellis, newspaper editor, unmarried

B.4  Yehuda Shoua Heskel ELKEBIR (b.1830) m. Leah dau of
Abdullah SHLOMO and had issue (C.20-C.21)

C.20 Barukh (1855-1920) m. his 1st cousin once removed, Habiba (C.35) dau of
Elias JUDAH (MATUQ) and had issue

D.28 Sion unmarried
D.29 Eliahu Haim (1885-1932) m. Lulu Ezra Isaac Silas Sh. SASSOON
D.30 Saleh Yehuda m. his cousin, Katie SHAHMOUN (E.25)

D.31 Khedouri (b.1895)
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B.5

B.6
B.7

B.8

D.32 Aziza (b.1880) m. Abraham-Haim Reuben SOMEKH (1850-1930)
and had issue

E.19 Gourgi SOMEKH m. Naima dau of David Aaron SOMEKH
E.20 Abdullah SOMEKH
E.21 Naim SOMEKH
E.22 Khatoun m. Shaul MASRIE
E.23 Mazli m. Jacob Abraham ABOUDI
E.24 Naima (d.1991) m. Ghali Saleh SHAMASH (d.1986)
D.33 Khatoun (b.1892) unmarried
D.34 Blanche (Simha) (b.1898) m. Khedouri Ezra ASHER
C.21 Shaul (1857-1920) m. and had issue
D.35 Ezra (b.1890)
D.36 Mazli (b.1894) unmarried
D.37 Rachel (b.1895) unmarried

Nahoum Shoua Heskel ELKEBIR (d.1906) m. dau of Heskel ben Joseph Ezra BAHER,
and had issue (C.22-C.24)

C.22 Rebecca m. her 1st cousin once removed, Solomon Jacob Elias JUDAH (MATUQ)
(D.6) (no issue)

C.23 Rachel m. 1894 her 1st cousin, Abraham Ezekiel ABRAHAM (C.13) and had issue
(see husband)

C.24 Sophie m. DAVID

Shlomo m. Simha (d.1897) dau of Isaac HAYIM

Rima (1826-1886) m. Shlomo Reuben ABOUDI and had issue (C.25-C.28)
C.25 Sion ABOUDI

C.26 Reuben ABOUDI

C.27 Aziza (Messouda) (d.1951) m. her 2nd cousin, Saleh Heskel-Ezra ELKEBIR (C.37)
and had issue (see husband)

C.28 Farha m. Heskel Ezra Elisha SASSOON known as “3 Es Sassoon” and had issue
D.38 Jacob SASSOON
Hannah (1828-1921) m. Elias JUDAH (MATUQ) and had issue (C.29-C.36)

C.29 Jacob Elias JUDAH (MATUQ) m. 1880 his 1st cousin, Kate (Khatoun) (C.10)
dau of Ezekiel ABRAHAM and had issue (see wife)

C.30 Yehuda m. dau of Shamaoun Silman
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C31

Abraham m. Habiba dau of R. Moshe HAIM, brother of H. Joseph

HAIM, and had issue

C.32
C.33

C.34
C.35

C.36

D.39 Menashe

D.40 Naima

D.41 Salman

D.42 Farha

D.43 Naim JAVID m. Marcelle dau of Reuben SOMEKH (issue)

Shoua m. Rebecca dau of Heskel Shoua

Khatoun m. as his 1st wife, Silman David SOMEKH and had issue

D.44 David SOMEKH

D.45 Serah (1872-1967) m. Elia Rahmim SHAHMOUN and had issue
E.25 Katie m. her cousin, Saleh Yehuda (D.30)

Simha

Habiba m. her 1st cousin once removed, Barukh Shoua Heskel ELKEBIR (C.20)
and had issue (see husband)

Rebecca

A.4  Abraham Heskel ELKEBIR (1790-1873) m. Mazaltov dau of Sh. Saleh Sh. ELIEZER
and had issue, an only child

B.9 Heskel-Ezra (1828-1891) m. Aziza Matuk SHAHRBANI (1844-1908)
and had issue (C.37-C.45)

C.37

Saleh (c.1860-1932); see photograph of family group in The Scrii#giill1999),
21; m. his 2nd cousin, Aziza (Messouda) (C.27) dau of Shlomo Reuben ABOUDI
and Rima ELKEBIR, and had issue (D.46-D.53)

D.46 Muzli (1882-1929) m. Zeghair Heskel SHABI and had issue
E.26 Farha
E.27 Renee

D.47 Farha m. Naji Jacob SHAUL

D.48 Habiba m. Shaul H. Sasson SMOUHA (LEVY) and had issue
E.28 Sasson LEVY

D.49 Abraham ELKABIR, OBE (1885-1973); Director-General ofFinance at
Baghdad for over 20 years: m. Renee ELIAS and had issue

E.29 Jemil

E.30 Aida m. HOUGIE
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C.38
C.39
C.40
c.41
C.42
C.43
C.44
C.45

D.50
D.51
D.52

D.53

Matuk (b.1887) died ?

Heskel (1891-1969)

Salman (b.1895) m. Simha dau of Abraham Meir SOMEKH
and had issue (3 daus)

Joseph (b.1897)

Meir (b.1860) m. Naima RABIE

Isaac (b.1863) m.

Jacob (b.1866) m. Habiba

Joseph (b.1869)

Hannah m. David Jacob NAHOM

Simha m. Heskel SHABI

Farha m. ABDULEZER

Khatoun m. Joseph RASHI

A.5 Rahma m. David BENJAMIN

A.6  Khatoun m. SHELLIM and had issue (B.10-B.11)

B.10 Heskel SHELLIM m. and had issue (C.46)

C.46 Shellim E. SHELLIM (1845-1912) m. 1866 his 2nd cousin, Rebecca (C.53)
dau of David SASSOON and had issue

D.54 Kate (1868-1912) m. Aubrey J. DAVID and had issue

D.55
D.56

E.31
E.32
E.33
E.34

Evelyn (1886-1946)
Meyer Archibald (b.1887)
Villiers (b.1890)

Vere Mozelle (b.1892) m. as his 1st wife, Sir Percival DAVID,
2nd Bart (1892-1964) (brother of Louise DAVID see D.57)
(issue - one daughter Katherine Viola Monica b.1914, m.
William Frederick TAYLOR)

Eddie SHELLIM (1869-1928) m. ..... GROSSMAN

Flora (1876-1965) m. Aaron MOSES (1873-1946) son of Ezra MOSES
(and brother of Mozelle wife of David ABRAHAM C.12); see photograph of
family group in_The Scribe 5@pril 1992), 11; and had issue

E.35
E.36

Lionel MOSES (b.1898)

Sybil (b.1900) m. Maurice DANGOOR (issue Renée Rebecca, Joyce

Esther, Edward Ezra Sasson)
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E.37 Aline (b.1901) m. Hayim HAYIM (D.12) and had issue (see husband)
E.38 Winnie m. Ezekiel TOEG (no issue)
E.39 Cyril MOSES (b.1907) m. Jennie TOEG (issue)

D.57 David SHELLIM (1877-1941) m. Louise (b.1882) dau of Sir Sassoon Jacob
Hai DAVID, 1st Bart (and sister of Sir Percival DAVID see E.34)
and had issue

E.40 Stella Diana (1905-1939) m.1927 Eric BENJAMIN (no issue)

B.11 Salha m. SHAHRBANI

A.7 Rifka m. Faraj HAYIM and had issue

B.12 Flora (Farha) (1814-1886) m. as his 2nd wife, David SASSOON (1792- 864)
son of Sh. Sasson ben Saleh and had issue (C.47-C.56) - (for details see...
Sassoon family tree in The Scribe @&pt 1996), 48-49)

C.47

C.48

C.49

C.50

C.51

C.52

C.53

C.54

C.55

C.56

Sassoon David SASSOON (1832-1967) m. Flora REUBEN (issue)
Reuben SASSOON (1835-1905) m. Kate EZEKIEL (issue)
Arthur SASSOON (1840-1912) m. Louise PERUGIA (no issue)

Solomon SASSOON (twin) (1841-1894) m. 1876 his half-great-niece and 2nd
cousin, Flora (C.8) dau of Ezekiel ABRAHAM and had issue (see wife)

Aaron SASSOON (twin) (1841-1907)
Kate (1844- ) m. Solomon EZEKIEL (issue)

Rebecca (1847-1918) m. her 2nd cousin, Shellim E. SHELLIM (C.46)
and had issue (see husband)

Simha (1850-1857)
Frederick SASSOON (1853-1917) m. Jeanette RAPHAEL (issue)

Mozelle (1855-1952) m. Jacob Meyer HYEEM (issue)

*Note. Heskel Elkebir was descended from Saleh David Gubbay who seems to be the same
Saleh David Gubbay ancester of the Sassoon family

The above Family Tree was compiled by Miss Lydia Collins from the following sources:
The archives of Mr Naim Dangoor and information supplied by the late Abraham Elkabir OBE,
the late Albert Manasseh, and Mrs Rachel Hemi
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FROM ALICE SHASHOU'S COOKERY Book

CHICK-PEA SAVOURY / SAMBUSAK
BEL TawA

THE DOLMGH :

1 12 Ib. {675 g.) self-raising flour
1 tablespoon oil
Salt to taste
The liquid from the boiled chick-peas

THE PILLING &

4 onions, finely chopped
2 breasts of chicken
1142 1. §675 g.) chick-peas, soaked overnight and cooked
until tender
1 teaspoon cumin or bo tasbe
Hot paprika to taste
1 teaspoon curry powder or to taste

Mix the Rowr, salt, oil and the liguid from the boiled chick-peas
and make a nice dough.

PEEPARE THE FILLING ¢

Cook the chicken untl] tender. Shred very fine. Cook the
chick-peas and skin them (optional) and grind coarsely.
Fry the minced onions until golden.

Mow mix the shredded chicken, chick-peas, onions and
SEAROMINEE, Cinaal.

Cut the dough into balls and rol] them with your hands, then
roll out into small circles with a rolling pin,

Fill with 1 tablespoon of the filling, bring the edges together
and close tightly,

Heat oil in a frying pan and fry the Sambusak on both sides
until golden.,

Drain on kitchen paper and serve hot. You can fry and freeze,
Eeheat in the oven when mesded.

You can substitube chick-peas for the chicken,
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Say it with poetry and flowers seems to be the idea behind a
fresh display in a South Kensington shop.

Rupert Brooke and John Clare combined with a floral display at Flowers Inc Il in Gloucester Road. Store owner
Rosnina Ladak had the idea to link her floral arrangements with the writing. Poet Robert said: "l told Rosnina | would
give her my book and she could take out of it whatever works she thought would be right.”

The whole of August will see an exhibition of poetry by the writers Daniel Roberts (pen name of Robert Dargoor),

The display has used poetry from his book The Way It Is, and there is poster work throughout the shop with words written
in calligraphy. The shop has been blending poetry with flowers since it opened five years ago.

Roberts added: "The shop promotes poetry in a commercial vein which enhances community spirit."
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