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In the 5th century B.C.E., the Prophet Ezra Ha-Soffer recorded the Bible, changed the Hebre

Our babylonian Heritage - The Shrine of Ezra the Scribe in Southern Iraq on the bank of the Tigri:

alphabet to the current square script, introduced the Synagogue as the place of worship in lieu

the Temple and later led an aliyah to Jerusalem.

It was said of Ezra that if the Torah had not been given to Moses, he would have been worthy to receive

It would be desirable for a delegation to be sent to Iraq to inspect our Jewish shrines all over the count



Thoughts & Afterthoughts

by Naim Dangoor
After Auschwitz All European rorist acts against Jews are indeed our Man's Godly Attributes

Culture is Trash enemies and must be regarded and treat-
ed as if they themselves took part in the 9904 of what we attribute to "God" is
he Holocaust represents a seismiurder of the Six Million. due in fact to the momentum of history
I fault-line in the history and culture and geography. In short, the momentum
of Europe, and, as such, it augures of na_ture —.the momentum of creation, if
a major future quake which would ranlﬁ_Ie who sacrifices his princioles f you like. (Klsmet-_ Fate_).
very high on the Richter scale. _ -MHCes nis p ples tor The other 1% is attributable to the
material gain W|”, in the end, lose both God within us. For when we were creat-
Nineve of old saved itself by under- his principles and his material gain. ed in the image of God we did not only
going a complete and sincere repen- get the outside form but God gave us a
tance, but the nations of Europe are not* * spark of love, a spark of justice, a spark
willing to change their ways. Anti- of genius, a spark of wisdom, a share of
Semitism, now in the guise of Anti- Faith goes further and deeper than rea- His attributes and it is this God within
Zionism or anti-Israel is on the increase.son, but Faith must not contradict rea- s that we are trying to assert.
One reason for this state of affairs is thason. Religion must adjust to scientific Israel means "one who struggles with
no proper punishment was meted out todiscoveries. the momentum of nature. Islam means to
fit the crime of the genocide of the submit to the momentum of nature. Our
Holocaust. i destiny is to become Gods.

It's not too late to do so now to pun-
ish our enemies. But who are our ene- Some people sow their wild oats at the  *
mies, seeing that the perpetrators them-start of their careers; others do so at the
selves are either dead or dying? end of their careers. Both approaches Racism is terrorism. The proper way to
All those who deny the Holocaust, orare equally valid, it is all a matter of  geal with it is by counter-terrorism.
commit Anti-Semitism, or commit ter-  priorities.

Street, official home of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to which 130 guests attended. The above photograph shows

Rt Honourable Gordon Brown, MP Chancellor of the Exchequor (on the right) listening attentively to Naim Dangoor’s pe
theory of interest-free money. The Chancellor has already introduced a basic national dividend which can easily béhénked to
working of an interest-free monetary system. Mrs Renée Dangoor looks on with amusement.

I ord Rothschild, President of the Institution for Jewish Policy Research, organised a fund-raising last June at 11 Downi
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My Thoughts on Israel

by Naim Dangoor

r nearly 2,000 years we have beehetween Egypt and Babylon and betwee@ommonwealth Jewish Council last year,
praying and hoping for the return toRome and Persia. Today, Israel's depenérancis Pym who was Foreign Minister
Zion. Our generation has been privience on American Jewry which, in everyemarked in his speech that it was no
leged to witness the rebirth of Israel. way, is the modern counterpart of thdéonger true to say that the sun never sets
therefore often ask myself, what are w&abylonian Diaspora could embroil theon the British Empire. But that it is true to
doing here? Why are we not back in IsraelPewish State in America’s problems.  say that the sun never sets on the Jewish
The answer lies in the difference between Thirdly, economics. It is said thatDiaspora. The Diaspora can be looked
religious Zionism and political Zionism. Israel is a nation of rich people in a pooupon as Israel's Empire. There is no need
From the early days of the Galuthcountry. The rich are the moneylenderfor Israe! to swallow up the communities
Babylonian Rabbis came to the conclu,‘:jmd those who are fortunate to own landf the Diaspora one.after ar_10ther. In the
sion that Israel needs a Mashiyah to mal%nd property. _Have the. prophets noa_ibsence of a Mashiyah, Diaspora Jews
a radical change in its structure. It was n enounced again and again thg econommant by and Iarge_ to st_ay. put. _The
use reviving Israel with the oId. diseasegyStem whereby the rich get richer an@iaspora has no desire to I|ql_J|_date itself.
that Killed it on two previous occasions. e poor get poorer? As we see today, thidowever, under proper con.dltlops many
Ezra’s reforms made the Galuth under thls particularly dangerous in a countrymore Jews would yvant to mmlgrate to
Torah self-sufficient and deferred ‘sine uch as Israel. o Israel. In t.he meant|me_there is a case for
die’ the need for a Mashiyah. Jesu But the Torah forbade usury, i.e. mtergncouragmg haIf—Allyah. whereby
opposed the Pharisees and Mohamme%js.t on money. Moslem banking is an artibiaspora Jews_ can establish permanent
claiming that he came to revive the pur icial way to ggt around usury. The corsecond homes in th_e_Hon Land.
religion of Abraham, arose as a direc ect way is an mterest—fr_ee_moneta_ry sys- Israel needs millions more peqplg.
reaction to the spréad of the Talmud%em, whereby money is |ssged in th&ut these can be produced from yV|th|_n
Jewish circles not within the Babylonianhame of the borrower and not in the namand would cosF Israe.l _Iess than immi-
orbit widely opposed the Talmud andpf thg quder. grants. The national d|V|denq can be tai-
accepted Mohammed as a Genti L|l§eW|se, the Torah forbade freeholdored_ to encourage !arge fa}mlllgs.
Mashiyah, such as the Jews of Arabia an% lesin Iangi—"And land must not be sold Slxthly., a Mashiyah will give us a
the Jewis,h exiles in Afghanistan an perpetuny" - gnd comma_nded themqrql uplift and may glgo develop our
Kashmir (the Pathans) ub|lee_ system which means in modt_arrehglon to realise .the vision of Jeremiah
It is said that histor;/ repeats itself Interms, mdex—hnked Igasehold tenure wittand Deutero-Isaiah when the whole
fact, like a good teacher, history o'nlyrent reviews every fifty years. It vyouldworld accepts aqd submits to God'’s rulg.
' ' znsure that the land of Israel remains for- We must realise that the new Israel is

repeats itself when the lesson is na . . .
learned. So what are the problems that a/er in Jewish hands. part of a changed Middle East.

Mashiyah has to solve? And where din Fourthly, relations with the Arabs. But even in the absence of a

We go wrong? hy did we weep then and why are wex/la_s.hiyah we should do our utmost to
Firstl thait Eretz Visrael by itself is concerned today? Perhaps the next thréacilitate his job.
too_ysmaII’ as a viable homeland for th words c_)f the psalm can give the answer - Twp thousand years ago, only the Jews
Jewish people. While Israel is our nation(iAl Arabim Betokha (becaqse of the Arabsvorshipped the Oqe True Qod. Now three-
al home. the Whole Middle East is ourWho.were there). What is the sense ajuarters.of humanity submit to the God of
regional ,home For a long time the Jewoffermg full employment to A.rabs in Israel. Smgle-hgnded, .M.ohammed preated
did occupy Hej.az and parts of the Yeme F’sragl or who come to I_srae_l, while neigha new monqthe|st|c religion on the lines of
The Hebrews came from Arabia in th ouring .Arabs countries |mport. Iabourthe.ReveIanons to_ Abraham and Moses,
fourth wave of Amorite migration around(?rom I.ndla and Far East and wh|lg manyaving today two billion followers gll over
the peninsula through Kuwait and Ira Israeli Jews are forped to emigratethe v_vorId. Islam .does_ not conflict with
and thence to Canaan. All this Shows 0qir’_erhaps t_o their det.nment, Jews neve]uda_ls.m but_ confirms it. We should have
historic connections With all parts of thg{rled to drive out nauve; from lIsrael. .Itno difficulty in acknowledging that there
region. Israel should aim for a kind Ofwas the Arabs who applied such a policis no Qod put_AIIah and that Mphammed
confederation based on the communso that by. massacres, conversions gmztas his missionary. The conflict started
autonomy th,at was applied by th %rced emigration thfay made Arabiavhen Mohammed tped to convert the
Ottoman Empire. In a sense Israel’sOO% free of Jews until now. _ Jews, and the Jews rightly refused because
strategic frontiers'are on the borders o The_ Ar.abs accuse Israel of belnghey e}lready gcknowledge God. Just as
Iran and Turkey éxpansmmst but it is the Arab_s thnghr|st|an—JeW|sh enmity star?ed not.
Second th;alt Israel must not beselves who have been expanding sindeecause of the baseless accusation of "dei-
=€econdly the rise of Islam. cide", but because Jews refused to convert

caught in superpower politics. The . . . o
Eifthly, Aliyah. to a paganised Christianity.
defeats of 586 BCE and 70 BCE were the At the inauguration of the

outcome of involvement in the struggle

To those who say Zionism is responsible for all the trouble in Palestine,
We say Arab imperialism is responsible for all the trouble in the Middle-East.
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Shlomo Hillel in London

ast May, former Knesset speakeppportunity to express, if | may, myautonomous communities which was
L Shlomo Hillel paid a ten day pri- thoughts on the endemic Middle-Easthanged over arbitrarily to a number of

vate visit to London with his wife problems. nation states to suit the ambitions of the
Temima and their daughter Hagar who Israel is accused of occupying Aratimperialists’ conquerors.
was researching old documents at thland, and of persecuting and oppressing Alarmed by the news that Irag was
Public Records Office at Kew. Palestinian Arabs. What are the facts? going to be given to Arab rule, the Jews
Baghdad-born Mr Hillel emigrated Singe 1948, a hundred new qatio_npf Iraq petitioned_t.o become British sub-
with his family to Palestine in 1934 at theame into bemg_ and are now I|\_/|ng inects. But the petition was turned d0\_/vn.
age of eleven. He returned to Baghdad Jeace and security, while the JeW|sr_1 stamno_ng the petitioners are the foIIovymg:
an Irag passbort in 1946, staying therI%mamS a festering sore. Where did wBresident of the Jewish Lay Committee -
for one year. He was agair; in Baghdad i 0 wrong’? : Shaul Hakham Heske! .
1950 t0 neéotiate the mass immigratioq _Forget about the Balfour Declaration Ac_:tlng Chief Rabbl and President of
of the Jews of Iraq in the historicWhIC.h became a dead Iett.er soon after Religious Council -
Operation of Ezra & Nehemia received the smudged signature qf its _

During his stay, a receptioﬁ was helélut_hor. Forget about political ZionismHakham Moshi Shamash
in his honour at thé Mayfair headquarterWhICh managed to uproot the Jews oYehuda Zelouf
Europe and of Arab countries but failedlenahem Daniel

of the Exilarch’s Found_atlon when he completely repossess our ancierBasson Khezzam
was welcomed by leading members

the Iragi Jewish communit omeland. Murad Djouri
q Y. To understand and evaluate the Arab¥ehouda Y Noonoo

Jewish problem of the last eighty yearsSion E Dangoor
we must realise that it is not simply a conA H Elkebir
flict between Israelis and Palestinians ag\braham Hayim (Shabander)
It gives me great pleasure to welcoménfortunately it has been narrowed dowishaoulShashoua
to our midst Babylonian Jewry'sto become. In fact, it is a wider, regionaAbraham Haim (Agerib)
favourite son, the honourable Shlomdroblem. But Israel has managed to drive
Hillel, Cabinet Minister, Speaker of theherself into a corner, allowing the Arabs  For 2,500 years the Jews had a promi-
Knesset, Chairman of Keren Hayasod0 proclaim, "what is ours is ours, anchent position in Irag, a thousand years
who was the prime mover of the historigvhat is yours is also ours". before the Arab invasion, a position
operation Ezra and Nehemia in 1950-51 With the dismemberment of thewhich was maintained throughout the
by which most of the Jews of Iraq madéttoman Empire in the First World War,Persian, the Abbasid, the Mongol and the
the Aliyah to Israel for which we werethe Arabs were given all the benefits irDttoman Empires. For all that period of
waiting for generations and centuries. the region. twenty five centuries the head of the
Shlomo was recently awarded the In particular, Irag was not entirelyJewish community in Irag was the
Freedom of Jerusalem and | take thidrab, but was given over to Arab rule tcExchequer of the Empire ... a position
opportunity to extend to you our heartithe exclusion of the other nationalitieswhich continued to the early years of
est congratulations for this well meritedespecially the Jews and the Kurds. modern Iraq in that the Minister of
honour. Turkey ruled the Middle-East for 401Finance and pillar of the government was
| would like to take this auspiciousyears under a successful millet system @ir Sasson Heskell

Following is Naim Dangoor’s welcoming
speech:

TR,

The above picture shows left to right:
Renée Dangoor - David standing (reading his father, Naim Dangoor’s welcoming Speech, who is sitting next); Shlomo
Hillel, Abdullah Dangoor; Doreen Dangoor; Maurice Khalastchi; Menahem Barukh; Eliahou Abraham; David
Khalastchy; Abraham Fattal

[Photograph by Eileen Khalastchy]
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Ashkenazim should not be afraid to
put forward the right of Jews from Arab
countries, to support Jewish claims in the
region, especially in the important matter
of the exchange of refugees.

The problem of the Middle-East is
regional. We only ignore that to our peril.

The exile to Babylonia was to demon-
strate that the Middle-East is one region.
There can be no peace in Israel unless
Iraqg is pacified. Like a good teacher, his-
tory will keep repeating itself until the
lesson is learned. Saddam has rebuilt
Babylon and is training an army to liber-
ate Palestine. Why are we waiting?

Dear Shlomo, in conclusion, |
believe that you can still play a big part in
shaping the future policy of Israal.

- 1
r ]

The honourable Shlomo Hillel receiving the Freedom of Jerusalem Jewg expelled from Arab .
from Mayor Ehud Olmert Countries left behind $30bn in

...When Miss Bell once asked the Iragi There can only be an imposed settle- assets
Prime Minister Abdul Rahman al-Nagib ament on the basis that Israel would COVTEL AVIV (January 3) - Jews who

certain que_stion _about Irag, he replied, the whole of Palestine West of_ the River emigrated from Arab countries
don't d_eal in politics; please ask Sassodordan, and the Arabs including Israeli between 1922 and 1952 left behind
Effendi" (who was present). Arabs_ _who ~ now call themselyesan estimated $30 billion in assets, accord-

The last Ottoman report on thePalestinians in Israel, should be 9iVelhg to former internal security minister
Vilayet of Baghdad gave the number_ofautonomy of people, but not of landyoshe Shahal, who chairs a world organ-
Jews as 80,000_out _of a total populatlohased on thg Ottoman m|IIet_ systeMy ation of Jews from Arab countries.
of 202,000, which included Moslems,which in fact is what the Albanians are
Christians and Kurds. now demanding in Yugoslavia. Arafat, is Shahal told a news conference in Tel

Under the self-determination princi-of the Hussaini family, which is of Aviv that the organization was raising
ple, Ottoman Jews in Irag, Syria andilbanian origin, a nephew of Amin the issue to balance the claims of
Palestine, should have been allocated Hiusseini, the notorious Mufti of Palestinian refugees in the peace negoti-
least 20,000 square miles, which ierusalem who met Hitler in Novembeptions. He maintained that Jews should
greater than the total area of Israel ant941, when he assured him of Arab suglso be compensated for having been
the so-called occupied territories. port for Germany in return for not letting€Xiled from Arab countries, including

Trans-Jordan was part of the Palestingews get out of Europe which also suitefad, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya,
Mandate and its separation in 192British policy with regard to Jewish Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco.
should have been regarded as the natioimmigration to Palestine. Shahal said that a political settlement
al home of the Palestinian Arabs, who Palestinians often ask why shouldVith the Palestinians should take into
with Zionist money went over and boughthey suffer for what Hitler did to the @ccount that some 850,000 Jews once
lands cheap there and prospered. Jews. The answer is that they played dived in these countries. Many were

In the early twenties, Jews and Arabsmportant part in the Holocaust. Thestripped of their assets and expelled in
were considered natural allies. Thugrabs, who were on the side of Hitlerthe aftermath of Israel’s establishment in
when King Feisal made an official visit toreceived all the benefits of World War 111948, or due to the rise of Arab national-
the Jewish Community in Baghdad inwhile the Jews, who were on the side dém in the 20th century.

1924 he asked my grandfather, Chiehe Allies, are still struggling for a coastal I all, some 600,000 Jews emigrated
Rabbi Hakham Ezra Dangoor, if the Jewstrip of rocky territory. from Arab countries, while other Jews of
of Iraq were Zionists. To the satisfaction The principle of land for peace musiMiddle Eastern origin emigrated from

of Feisal, my grandfather replied... "Weapply to Syria. She must give away th&lsewhere.

are all Zionists since we pray three timewhole Golan for the sake of peace with Shahal said his organization planned
a day for the return to Zion". Israel. to submit a report about public Jewish

Where do we go from here? There is no room for a separatdroperty in Arab countries, on the basis

Israel frittered away all the gains ofPalestinian state. of affidavits submitted by people once
the Six Day War. That was the time to Israel should apply the Biblical involved in community affairs in those
finalise the Palestinian problem. Jubilee fifty year system all over thecountries.

It seems to me that there can neoountry to ensure that the land of Israel I his statements after the Camp David
longer be a negotiated settlement witwill remain forever in the hands of thesummitin July, US President Bill Clinton
Arafat that the Jews could afford toJewish people. mentioned the need to resolve the issue of
make and the Arabs would accept in the Arabs have proved themselves unabiews in Israel and abroad who became
long run. and unwilling to live at peace with Israelrefugees due to Israel's foundirg.
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Israeli Statistic From : Dr Zvi Shtauber
The latest economic figures for the Israeli Ambassador - London

State of Israel show that the Jewisihear Mr Dangoor Moreover, history has taught us that
B State of Israel is one of the leadingg \yoyld like to thank you most sincerethere can be no real peace for Israel
five nations in the world in technology.l ly for sending me a copy of Theunless Iraq is tamed. 2,500 years ago
The gross national income reached 11 geripe. The issues raised in thélebuchadnezzar was subdued by King
billion dollars. Israel's export amounts 1034,rna| of Babylonian Jewry present a€yrus. Luckily the United States is will-
40 billion dollars. The average income pejynortant insight into Diaspora anding and eager to tame Saddam, the latter-

capita was 18 thousand dollars. indeed Israeli life. day self-proclaimed Nebuchadnezzar,
Israel's budget for 2001 is 60 billion | \ote that this year sees the 30t2nd this process should really take place
dollars "which near|y equa|5 the budgetanniversary of your publication. May IWlthln the Middle East peace settlement.

iag" . . There are a number of other problems
of all the Arab countries” take this opportunity to congratulate yOL.fike the Kurds that could be solvgd under

_Before World War 11 there were 20 504 wish you every continued success e same umbrelia
million Jews and two million Moslems in the future ofThe Scribe .

Europe. Now the figures are 20 million Labour’s announcement to join the

Moslems and two million Jews. - government of national unity is a good
According to Mr Ben-Porat there are starting point.

305 thousand Iragi Jews in Israel anghasr Mr Shtauber _

elsewhere. Although this figure appear any thanks for your most kind Iet-NaIm Dangoor

too low, considering that they were over| ter and for your good wishes on,,

160 thousand fifty years ago. However, the occasion of The Scribe’s 30th

close scrutiny reveals that the correct figz . ; :
) anniversary, which | was not mindful of! .
ure is not even 305 thousand. The latest Yy Dear Naim

official statistics in Israel show that Jews Allow me to welcome and congratulate st a quick note to thank you for your
of Iraqi origin number 252 thousand. Addyou in your position as Israel's Ambassador, fax and interesting article "Where did

to that 20 thousand in the United State$lot only to the Court of St James but also e go wrong" of 10 July, we hope to
8,000 in the UK, 2 thousand in Canada, the Jewish communities of the Unitedbe able to use this in our information work.
thousand in Australia and the Far EasKingdom. | hope to have the opportunity o again, | would like to thank you
we have a total of only 284 thousand! liaise in matters of mutual interest. | recall

' i was sitting next to you at the meetin withOr your continued help and solidarity
According to former President g y 9 Wty ith Israel at this most troubling time.

Navon, the average number of childrefPrime Minister Ehud Barak early last year,
for a Jewish family in Israel is only 1.6,when I noted your sympathy for the rights ofy -, . cpiauper

not enough even to replace the previouwdews from Arab lands.

generation, whereas the Palestinians are | feel sorry that Israel now finds her-,,

doubling and re-doubling their memberself dealing with the growing Palestinian

every generation. Add to that, that a milproblem all alone, having released, in, . verushaimi

lion Jews have already left Israel, we cafractice, all Arab countries from anyyyister councillor for Public Affairs
see that there is going to be a seriougsponsibility in this regard. Embassy of Israel

demographic crisis in Israel in the years A Palestinian peace settlement, espe-
to come. But according to Mr Navon,cially as regards refugees and compens
Jews prefer quality to quantity, by whichtion, can only be achieved in a Regiona
it means that Jews prefer a television, @ontext to involve all countries that went

computer, a motor car and a freezer t war against Israel. Egypt and Jorda : :
more babies. who are enjoying bilateral peace treaties the Israeli spokesman about Israel's

. . ; rmy incursion into PA territories and
Just before the Six Day War, Israebhould also be involved in a Regionaf Y

: . T assassinating” suspected terrorists, instead
eace settlement. : . .
\tlgatshgo;arlgStQL?u(?;yasﬁzzl'c?ozm\]del\?vsslT/\I/Erpe of arresting them and bringing them to jus-

leaving the country in great numbers i tice. His reply that Israel has no power to

. . enter and arrest people inside Palestinian
search of greener pastures, and the 103 t was a great evening yesterday, for

ear Mr Yerushalmi
t pained me to hear this morning the
BBC Radio 4 interrogator questioning

was that a large notice was affixed at thq Israel and for the Bonds. areas does not sound satisfactory.
Ben Gurion airport that the last person t
leave, let him please switch off the lights!
Let us hope that the present situation Wi“1t
also end up in a political triumph of the
magnitude of the Six Day Wes.

When | was an officer in the army

. . ., (i.e. the Iragi army) we were taught the
Syria has inadvertently walked StralghEloctrine of "Hot Pursuit" which allows a

0 my trap by declaring that there will be ate to enter a neighbouring State in pur-

. t
gﬁse.g;rt?tevsifﬁii:es;:gggr:is;?e:]’ebu;tgﬁjit of an enemy and dealing with that
jointly 9 nemy in a warlike manner. It seems to

(D —— tions. This is a welcome development thaﬁne this is what Israel has been doing
should be acknowledged and end_or_sed li)ggitimately. This is what Turkey is con-
Quote... Israel. It makes the peace negotiations tﬁ]uously doing in Northern Iraq
regional matter which can impose on Syria Is there a vacancy for mé in the
the principle of land for peace, i.e. SyriaCabinet’?o
has to cede the Golan Heights if she Wanf\?aim De.mgoor

to make peace with Israel.
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Ability is of little account
without opportunity

Napoleon Bonapart
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1 February 2001

WOJAC read with pleasure the latest issue of
I "The Scribe" and | want to congratu-
Dear Mr Dangoor 13 November 2000 late you on both the design and the
Dear Mr Shachal packaging.

I t is with pleasure that we are informing I do want to call your attention, Naim

you that the General Assembly of rst, let me congratulate you on no matter of compensation for bro
. . . : er-
WOJAC, in its meeting of 3.10.2000, our election as Chairman of thety Before | resignedpas Co—Chaianar? of

elected the Honorable Moshe Shachal, fori Presidium of WOJAC, especiaIIyWOJAC | approved the decision that
mer Cabinet Minister and Member ofafter WOJAC first decided to fold up ano\Nas puE)Iished and sent to the Foreign
Knesset, as Chairman of the Presidium gfut the organisation into liquidation. NOWMinistry of Israel. If a situation should
the Organisation. Advocate Moshe Shach#ghat WOJAC has now come back fro”hrise wherein the State of Israel should
immigrated to Israel from Iraqg, served ashe cold I, as a member of the Presidiunagreé to balance the claims of Jews from
Member of Knesset for 29 years, as Deputigel a bit confused. Please let me kno‘ﬁrab countries against the claims of the
Speaker of the House for ten years and washat the aim is in reviving WOJAC, WhOPaIestinians for properties left in Israel
in office as Cabinet Minister for 12 yeards financing this revival, is it going to be hen it is clear that compensation is due t,o
with four governments - as Minister ofa tool of the Israeli government to canceEews from the Arab countries. and that
Energy and Infrastructure, Minister ofthe claims of the Palestinians? If so Ccaflis compensation will be the t’)urden on
Communication and of Minister of Internalthat set-off include the property of Jew§he budget of the State of Israel

Security; he also fulfiled the role offrom Arab countries who never went to 5 (oond issue is that it is'not true
Permanent Observer at the Council dfrael? If not, who is going to look afterWOJAC is only interested demanding the
Europe and as Permanent Representativetla¢ claims from Jews of Arab countrie§ights of Israeli citizens. The opposite is
the Inter-Parliamentary Union. Currentlywho never went to Israel? true. WOJAC is concerned with all the

irrlwelésralelad of one of the leading law firms | have been in touch with Judgepeople_ who have left propert.y in the Ara_b
' Avraham Sofaer regarding such claimsountries, whether they are in Israel or in
We hope to convene an internationabut now the whole matter is again in thé@ther countries.
conference in the course of the year 200ielting pot. Where do we go from here? Another thing is that it is most impor-
with the participation of the representaAre our claims going to be in millionstant not to create confrontations between
tives of WOJAC worldwide, in order to or in billions? Whom are we going tothe Jews from Arab countries and the

outline the policy and ways of action ofclaim against? Palestinians. The solution that | have pro-
the Organization in Israel and throughout Kindly let me know in order to satis- posed for the last ten years is that there
the world concerning the claims of thefy my curiosity. should be an international fund that

Jews originating from Arab countries for would compensate all those who have
their property that was confiscated anélaim Dangoor legitimate claims, whether they be

expropriated when they left their coun- Palestinians or Jews from Arab countries.
tries of origin due to persecution andReply: The suggestions of former President of
threat to their life and safety. TheA New Lease of Life for WOJAC the U.S., Mr Clinton, is a wise one that

Organisation will claim compensation on would answer this need. That is, that
behalf of the Jews originating from Arab—I—hank you for your letter of 13 eight wealthy countries, and in this |

countries worldwide for suffering, November 2000. include the wealthy Arab countries and

oppression and the loss of communal and the State of Israel, would create a fund for
private property abandoned in their coun- this purpose.

tries of origin. | was asked by my good friends to be | enclose a research paper by ITA-

The Organisation will appeal to pubthe Chairman of the Presidium ofvAR LEVIN concerning Jewish proper-
lic opinion in the United States and theVOJAC after the last Camp David peacges in Arab countries.

rest of the democratic world and demankflks where the question of the refugees,
that the rights of Jews from Arab counfrom both sides, was included in thechairman of the Centre

tries be ensured and realised. agenda, and President Clinton declarggiordechai Ben-Porat
that all refugees, Arabs and Jews should
Tel Aviv, Israel Shimon Avizemer b€ compensated. Scribe:
Secretary-General We asked the Government of Israel, According to the research paper by

and the Jewish Agency, to supporftamar Levin mentioned in the above let-
WOJAC and to finance its activities forter, the top estimate of Jewish assets left

Copy: The Honorable Moshe Shachafhe nextyears behind in Irag amounts to $4 billion in
Chairman of the Presidium today’s value.

Mr Oved Benozair, Chairman of thel€l Aviv MShachal — Adv The policy of the Israeli government
World Executive M Shachal & Co Law Offices  ever since 1951 concerning the Jewish

assets left behind in Iraq is stated in
Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett declara-
tion at the Knesset on 19 March 1951 vis:
This issue ofThe Scribeis now on the internet at "The government of Israel notifies the
www.scribel.com appropriate UN institutions, that we will
reckon the value of Jewish propefty
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...frozen in Iraq in making the account of From KenSington & Ch@lsea W|ZO

the compensation we have undertaken
pay Arabs who have abandoned propergear Mr Dangoor Dear Mrs Hodes

in Israel.” ) ) am writing to thank you most sincere- hank you for your letter explain-
The Jewish community of Iraq as aI ly for your kind donation to our I ing the work of the WIZO and
whole have also aright to claim a share o symmer Lunch and to tell you a little the various projects which you
the wealth of the country they werey \yhy we are raising money for WIZOhave undertaken, to make life easier for
forced to leave. and where our money goes. various people (which | presume

. . includes Israeli Arabs).
Naim Dangoor’s reply to Mr Ben-Porat; ~ Over eighty years ago in 1918, the )

British Federation of the Women's | recently watched a television pro-
Thank you for your letter explaining International Zionist Organisation wasgramme on cave dwellers in Mount
the position of WOJAC, which we shallcreated in Manchester and at that tim€armel 15,000 years ago — one cave was
include in The Scribe. Rebecca Sieff and her colleagues wemccupied by human s and the other by
The question remains that if Jewsager to organise social and welfare serideanderthals. The Neanderthals vanished
from Arab countries are entitled to comices for the pioneers in Palestine. Th&om the surface of the earth because they
pensation from funds personally held bynderlying principles of WIZO remain asdid not reproduce sufficiently to replace
Israel, why do they have to wait until the'€levant to Israel today as they were iprevious generations. Itis as simple as that.
whole generation is dead? pre-State Palestine. Recently, former President Yitzchak
There are now in Israel today a WIZONavon gave a talk at our synagogue when
; network of 800 projects and servicehie explained to us that merely a quarter
Congratulatlons to ranging from daycare centres, speciaf Israelis now live abroad, another quar-
Mordechai Ben Porat schools, youth clubs and WIZO familyter being religious do not want to fight for
centres. WIZO also plays a significantsrael. The remaining Israelis are only
ongratulations to Iraqi born role in supporting the socially oppressegroducing 1.6 children per couple, while
‘ Mordechai Ben Porat who wasand with the mass immigration of thePalestinians and other Arabs are doubling
one of three recent recipients ofmany poor immigrants. and re-doubling every generation.
the Israel Prize. The other two were, The Kensington & Chelsea WIZO  This is our problem and WIZO would
Yitzhak Shamir 86 and Abba Eban 86. Mgroup was started over 40 years ago by ao well to tackle this anomaly. We need
Ben-Porat was cited for his work in theenthusiastic and energetic group ofjuantity more than quality. It is a matter
Hagana and later risking his life whilewomen, most of whom are sadly nof life and deaths
organising a wave of immigration fromlonger with us. They decided to raise (I
Irag, which brought some 120,000 Jewmoney and build their own Mother and
to Israel from 1949-1951. Baby Home (as they were then called) fofj am very impressed with your online
Later he served as head of the O\(\/IZO and with the help of money fromJ publication as well as your links page. |
Yehuda local Council then as a Knessé}USbands’ parents and many friends, _th think it is wonderful that you are record-
Member and Cabinet Minister in theWere s_oon_able to lay the foundatioring Iragi Jewish history and current events.
1980's. Ben Porat, who also founded gtone in Kiryat Nordau for _the homeMy father escaped Baghdad and came to
centre for Iragi Jewish heritage, was cite&lh'Ch has now been in operation for Welithe United _States, and | am very interested
for having contributed to Zionist educalver 30 years. These Mother & Babyin  learning more about  my
tion, love and protection of his homelandhomes_ are now called Day Centres an8ephardic/Mizrachi heritage. _I would also
Recently the Hahagana Street in O"[he K_|rya_t Nordau_Day Centre caters fofike to meet other Jews of Iragi ancestry. Do
Yehuda was re-named the Ben Pord0Or immigrant chll_dren who are lookedyou know if there are any online communi-
Avenue in his honouse after all day, receiving food and care. ties (such as email groups or web-based
Unfortunately, we as a group can namewsgroups) of Iragi Jews? | would think
longer fully maintain the upkeep for thisthat in these days of the internet it would be
centre, which is now under the generdhirly easy to form an online community for
(I —  umbrella of WIZO, but our commitmentsharing stories and meeting people. | would
to WIZO is directed to help in the generalso like to know if there are any Iragi
al umbrella of WIZO, but our commit- Jewish organisations, either cultural or reli-
ment to WIZO is directed to help in thegious, in the Maryland or central New
general maintenance of the Kiryatlersey/Philadelphia areas. | feel somewhat
Nordau Day Centre and we are happy teeparated from my culture due to living in a
TO legislate against the ownership oknow that in our way we are participatingmajority Ashkenazi Jewish culture. Any

To Crack a "Nut"

hand guns in order to prevent ethwith WIZO in helping with their many information you can provide will be greatly
nic crime, is a case of cracking acommitments in Israel. appreciated. Thank you.
nut with a steam roller. A determined |t is with the generosity of people like
criminal can always get hold of hisyourself that make our efforts worthwhile
weapon. Nip the crime in the bud.and help us to continue.
Preaching ethnic violence should be treat- Attached with our grateful thanks is
ed as first-degree murder, carrying topur official receipt.
penalties. This is the most correct way of
treating racist nutcases who achieve widetane Hodes
spread publicity by their crimes. Treasurer

Yvonne Violet Shashoua
email: yvs@math.umd.edu

There is a site on the internet of Iraqi
Jews which might be helpful:
http://thesite2000.virtualave.net/iraqi-
jews/index1.htmk
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or language, an idea that many rea a visa issued to my father in 1929
) . tionary people are unwilling to accept by the U.S. Consul in Baghdad.
%?;Zts'?cnh-- from Linda Dangoor- o en today. This clearly shows the greathat intrigues me is how he managed to
Ho carl{ e reconcile the Jewish earr1ess of our traditions. make the trip from Beirut to New York
W w ' wish y with no language skills other than Arabic.

5762, said to be "to the Creation”, with - e
| N : e n «Once in the U.S. he had no difficulty as
ee Article "In the Footsteps of Adam ; .
the claim of scientists that the univers® p he was guided by his younger brother,

i i illi ? elsewhere in this issue.
came into being 15 billion years ago sewnere In this Issu Saul, whom he had sent to New York a

Questions and Answers Without distinction of race, colour, cree(:Going through my papers, | found

Answer by Naim Dangoor: _— ([ — few years earlier to manage the business
he rabbinic belief is that our civil- office he had opened there.
isation is dgstlljed to last 6,000 Letter Fo the Ed@or As far as | can remember, he was a
years when it will come to a cata- Jewish Chronicle

seasoned traveller. In his youth he cov-
ered the eastern coast of Arabia, with his
father, on numerous trading voyages.
They must have felt safe enough to make

clysmic end, and a new sequence will
start all over again! The explanation isSir
that there have been many such phase M ORE THAN ONE MOSES?

before. There is, however, no biblical by Stephen Rosenberg these trips. | recall his telling me that he
foundation to this theory. (J.C. 8.12.2000) once was asked by a local Sheikh to con-
The Book of Genesis deals with two vert to Islam, as he, the Sheikh, wished to

the universe out of nothing for which the the Exodus, as is commonly andffer and remained on excellent terms
Hebrew word "bara" is used, and the sec erroneously  supposed. Thewith them, particularly with Sheikh
ond event is the creation of mankind fronExodus took place in the reign of his sorMubarak Al Sabah, the founder of the
dust of the earth for which the Hebrewvierneptah, in the first year of his reignpresent ruling clan of Kuwait, who had
word "yatzar" is used. It records whaivhen a general amnesty was prodaimé@eutralised his brothers in order to retain
could be remembered of the story ofs was customary, which allowed Mosete "Emirate” in his own line.
Adam’s generations, inventor of agriculto return to Egypt from his exile. During the First World War, my father
ture, and thus becoming Father of our , -, i .. moved the family to Kuwait where he
civilisation. The Jewish year is arrived at ' her€ is no difficulty in reconciling y a5 opviously, very much at ease. My
by adding together all that was rememiNe b'?l'cal narrative with historical joiher pecame a close friend of the
bered of the generations of Adam3daies: "Now there arose up a new kingneipys favourite wife, Um Saoud.
However, the invention of agriculture®e" E9YPL which knew not Joseph” (Examong the stories | remember is the one
took place, not 5672 years ago, but a liE"@Pter I:8). That refers to Rameses I, the, ot Um Saoud telling my mother that
tle earlier, 9000 years ago. nationalist king th started the 19thyhe remembers being kidnapped, as a
It is notable that the Jewish year iﬁynasty and who imposed the" harsihilg, while she was playing in the street
denoted by Jews "layetsera” by which {£200Ur regime on the Israelites. "And i, 5 pig city whose name she could not
meant "to (the creation of) Adam" in con-CaMe 0 pass in the course of those Mapymember. She was brought up by her
trast to the the latin term "Anno Mundi*d2yS: that the king of Egypt died” (Exyignappers and somehow ended up in
meaning "to (the creation of) the world", Chapter 11:23). That refers to the death okt judging by the “European” fea-
That figure 4004 BCE was workedX@meses Il after his extraordinarily 1ongyres of her children, she was, probably
out by Bishop Ussher who was obviously©'9"- from the Balkans. We remained friends

reading a Greek translation of the Bible. 1 N€ Exodus took place in 1236 BCEy;t the Sabahs until the recent events
nd can be said to be 430 years from . qe it difficult.

He gave creation as 6 pm on Fridag/h h , lab f e .
autumn equinox, being the end of thd/Nen the migrant labour of Canaanites gch friendly relations between

week of creation rather than its beginning"d_!Sraelites came to Egypt in 166,,516ms and Jews, was the norm until
at the time of the Big Bang. The HebrewPCE:- IN 1659 the Hyksos rulers invadedecent events soured them. | remember
Bible gives the day as morning to morn@d in 1550 they were driven out. Thesgnan | was returning from school in

distinct events — one is God’s creation oRameses Il was not the Pharaoh cddopt him. He, of course, declined the

ing and not as evening to evening. events refer only to their rulers — thqngia in 1943, the ship | was on stopped
labourers stayed on. in Bahrain to pick up the ruler, Sheikh al-
Further question by Linda: The repeated encounters betweegpgita, who was on his way to Kuwait.

Thanks for the information, but isn't MOSes and Memeptah shows that the negpce | was the only Arabic speaking pas-
it presumtuous of Jews to date our calefP2r0ah had a sympathetic ear to Mosegenger on a British boat, | spent a lot of
dar to Adam as if he belongs to us excl#€mands to “let my people go" but Wagme talking to him. He showed what |
sively, whereas he is supposed to be ttfyeruled by the powerful priesthood. The. only call keen and all but fatherly

Father of all Mankind? young king told Moses on departing tQnterest in my studies and future plans.
bless him also, Ex. XII: 32. The Egyptiangnce in Kuwait, Sheikh Fahad al Sabah,

Further answer: army chased the fleeing Israelites when {fq \vas a close friend of my family,

dam is mentioned only in the2S réalised the amount of looting thatame on board to receive his visitor. |
AJewish Bible and in no other con-°°X Place. o asked permission to take a picture of

temporary or earlier source. Our As far as Jericho is concemed thahem and they kindly posed for one. |
Bible clearly shows Adam as the FatheV®® another place and another tiMe.  fing it very sad that such good relations
of all mankind which confirms our _ . had to end in the present bitterness.
beliefs in the brotherhood of all mankinoNalm Dangoor Montreal Naim S Mahlab
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. Scribe:

The Uniqueness of the Holocaust The reason why commemorating
the Holocaust has become neces-
sary is that after so many years it

has become possible to deny the

Holocaust and to consign to the realm of

Dear Dr Levene The reason why it took a long
time for World Jewry to shout about the
have gone through your thesis whichiHolocaust is the appearance |of
I you kindly sent us..ln reply for yourHolocausf de_nials. It is bgcom_ing af iffictions, that in turn became possible
quest on the uniqueness of théleo-Nazi's will get away with this great- | <o the perpetrators of the Holocaust
Holocaust as .dIStInCt from other erupest crime in human history. In my View e not punished properly.
tions of genocides that have taken pladé#ose who deny the Holocaust should be
since the end of World War I, thetreated as if they took part in it. If, at the end of the war a number of
Holocaust was unigue because... atom bombs were thrown on Berlin, in

h It of . r’rITIhe trtsub(lje V‘;.'th th? ball.Ctr']V'ty tif.%unishment and retribution for what the
1) It was not the result of a sectariarrdolocaust education establishmenty | ermans did during the war, then that

war between two communities,that they do not bring out these poi would have been a sufficient reminder of

but the determined act of a westUnless they stress these values, any o inhuman crimes that nation had com-

ern power which claims high attempt to remember the Holocalist .oy 1n other words, the punishment

moral values becomes meaningless, a) because| NQlooeq out to German leaders did not fit
enough Jews are left to say it must NOk o crime

2) The six million died as hostageshappen again and b) it has been happen- Unfortimately Israel agreed to keep

for the free world in accordanceing again in other countries. quiet in return for the billions that

with Hitler’s threat in 1939 Naim Dangoor Germany paid in reparations. Likewise,
Israel agreed to Britain’s request at the
end of the war not to touch the Mufti,
Amin Husseini, for his direct role in stop-

National Holocaust Memorial Day ping European Jews from seeking refuge

by Percy Gourgey MBE elsewhere, in order to prevent them from
ending up in Palestine. During the war

. the objective of the Mufti and his
I was very pleased to have attended tHdowever Bulgaria refused to allow the J

—
7]

. . i . ) . ...Palestinians entourage were identical
first National Holocaust Memorial Day Nazi occupiers to take her Jewish citic ..." v oo ¢ the British Foreign Office
event held at Central Hall, Westminstezens, showing countries could have reSiSr'hey both wanted to prevent Jews froh
on 27 January 2001 — the day in 1945 whdad the brutal Nazis if they chose to do S%aching the Middle East
Russian troops entered Auschwitz to liberFhe ex-Mufti recruited Bosnian Muslims It is not too late to také the view at all
ate the survivors of the largest Nazi exteto join Rommel's Nazi Army in case it those who deny the Holocaust should be
mination camp scene of the mass murdgrvaded Palestine under British Mandat?egarded as if they had taken part in it and
of 11/2 million people, mostly Jews. in the Second World War. hould thus be punished accordingly

On 15 December 1942 the House o? '
ommons held a special session at the (I
ggestion of Sidney Silverman MP,
hairman of the British section of theHOlocaust Remembrance

\évi:el‘? “]E ttr:]e f'rﬁt m(\a/\r?o;:al c(:jandle OhnWorId Jewish Congress when news was
ehalt of the nation. Yve heard speec er%ceived of Hitler’'s "Final Solution"

by Ben Helfgott and Roaman Halter i "Those who do not remember the past
. plans drawn up at the infamous Wans
Holocaust survivors, and our Sanﬂ p €&e condemned to repeat it". The term

. : onference earlier that year, Prime v whi iqi
Freiman sat amongst other survivorsey. churehill dy N h HoIocausF which originally referred to
There were telling films of the poor vic-., Inister urchill stated ' that th€the genocide of European Jewry by the
tims of the Nazis, the war and survivor o an War criminals would be pursue@erman beasts, has now been appropriat-
stories, readings by famous actors an: _the ends of the earth”. Unfortunatelyaq by the rest of the world to cover minor
actresses and other performances — o> VoS not done efficiently and many,threaks of genocide. Remembering the
most moving czped to_getcr;er t;NIctih pgst-wzr ”I‘aslslolocaust may be of some use but it can
: . urderers in Cambodia, Rwanda, Ira : ;
| represent Sephardim on the Board O'Pd Saddam  Hussei , h%l_so remind the extreme right what
: : nder Saddam Hussein (against thgimes can be committed with impunity.
Deputies Yad Vashem Committee, an ds in 1989) and el h
: urds in ) and elsewhere. In so far as the Jews are concerned,
was hoping there would be reference to But the Hol . he J C )
Sephardim, mainly from Salonika, who ut the Holocaust against the JeWgemembering offers no remedy. Racial
cred there at the insti(jation of the notori—”, 2 supposedly civilised nation resortyn the back burner because no proper
Husseini who drew Hitler's attention to cchnelogical methods to exterminatgnies for their previous crimes. But where
their existence in the Balkans .npopulatlons_ under its control. Hence thgan we find our enemies now? All those
November 1941. Over 60 000 were takeﬁalue of this Memorial Day to educateyhg say the Holocaust did not take place,
from Greece despite the appeal from the ture generations, SO very necessary. g those who say Hitler was right, all
Greek Orthodox Archbishop Damaskinos Tr|1|e Impr(]angl_\_NarfMushgum Exhibition those who say "Kill the Jews" should be
. . 1s well worth visiting for this purpose. : - ;
and other prominent Greeks who praised 9 U punished as if they had committed the

the patriotism of the Sephardi Jews. Holocaust themselves.

It was addressed by Tony Blair, PrimeC
Minister, and Chief Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks, amongst others. The Prince
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Holocaust Remembrance Was Britain Actively Involved in the Holocaust?
Day, 27 January

n 1917 Britain issued the Balfour The nagging question remains, there-
Declaration in order to bring thefore — Is it possible that the British gov-

n the occasion of the Holocaust§ \hiteq States to join the Allies in theernment was actively involved in the
emembrance Day, 27 January, {4 against Germany, after the collapseurder of the Six Million?

should be recogmsed_that th%f the Russian front. After the collapse of the Rashid Al
Holocaust was not merely a Jewish calami- . trevolt, ex-mufti Amin Husseini who was
ty, but that it had an international political But soon after the end of the First, Baghdad, fled to Iran and thence to
dimension. | believe that the Six Million World War it became clear that Bma'.nltaly and Germany where he met Hitler in
died not so much as racial victims, but a9as opposed to establishing the Jewis © o 1941 Throughout the war he
hostages for the Free World in the hands dfational Home. The Palestine Mandate

: influenced Nazi anti-Jewish policy and
Germany, for the following reasons:- covered the areas west and east of trég

: . ade certain that Jews were prevented

~River Jordan and a happy solution coul fom getting out of Europe. He persuaded

1) In 1939, on the 30 January, in #ave been to develop Palestine for theiier that Jews leaving Europe would
speech at the Reichstag, Hitler threaiews and develop Transjordan as the g P

ened that if World Jewry would againnational home of the Arabs. But in 192 ehnedAurgtl)r; Palestine and that would anger
embroil Germany in another world i i i T L . .
y Transjordan was given over to Emir The mulfti’s objectives coincided with

war then all the Jews of EuropeAbdullah without conditions, leaving the, ' " o on 205 Cona
would be liquidated. Jews and the Arabs to fight over th(:t‘he Struma in 1942 with the loss 0f9800

. rocky strip of Palestine.
2 B?[LO:E tf; V}lr’:}[f |k;“ﬂelrl CO_-Op?ra}ted In the run-up to the Second World‘]evyl'sﬁe uestion arises; was there secret
Wi € lonists Dy aflowing rain- yy, - pritisy policy was embodied in the q A L
ing camps in Germany for would-be contacts between the Mufti and British

olim to Palestine. 1939 White Paper which closed the dooégents? The mufti was afraid to leave

to Jewish immigration at a_time whenGerrnany after the war, but was given
3) During the war, Nazi policy againstEuropean Jews were badly in need of g ¢ o,y by Britain through France

the Jews did not follow racial |ines.safe haven. British po“Cy was meant toand thence to Egypt and Beirut. It is pos-

Karraite Jews were exempted fron@in Arab sympathy, but in fact Arabg, - |srael was advised not to inter-

the provisions of anti-Jewish policy. SYmpathy was solidly pro-Hitler through-¢ "\ v i
out the war - witness the Rashid Ali pro- All alona Britain was obviousl
4) Arabs ranked below Jews in Hitler'sNazi revolt in Irag in April 1941. afraid that tge Zionists would take O\B/Ier
racial catalogue, but Egyptians were Historians attach little importance to . : o
: o the Middle East and displace Britain in its
granted the status of honoranthat event but in fact if it had succeedecp .
: vital sphere of influence.
Aryans. Russia would have been cut off from The indications are strond and the
o o ) Allied aid and the war would have takene? d be plentiful. Th 9 h
5) Nazi policy followed religious lines gjfferent course. Britain defended Iraq o oos TUSt D€ phentrl]_u. © dtlmef T}S
after the Konkordat with Pope Pioushe jsjand of Crete where after heavy Ios{\-zrenneti;g] rgZﬁ?Jf ttols Stplir?eere?co: de
Xl1l'in 1939. ; N y p
es the sole German airborne division Walsstraight
6) At all times, Hitler kept attacking thediStrO?/ed' Cretefv;/a_s sBu_rtr_err:dhere(cji O Britain’s sympathy  with the
Jews as capitalists and Communists”” ??)nr't'rar? V\ﬁiszgé Itr;le " :r reagrj'.n Palestinians and hostility to Israeli gov-
ish poficy W 9arding & .y ments continues unabated. Printing a
7) The Holocaust also had a stronghe Jewish National Home was the Sam(raﬁonograph on the subject would be
Palestinian dimension. Up to 1941Survivors of the death camps werg .4
Hitler was interested in getting Jewgurned back and were forcibly disem-
out of Europe. In November 1941 barked in Germany. . mm
Mufti Amin Husseini metHitler and It is therefore reasonable to conclude
impressed on him the need of nothat British policy was the same duringThey knew about the Holocaust
allowing Jews to leave Europe andhe war. _
thus end up in Palestine, if he wanted ~After the establishment of the State off n the BBC television programme
to obtain Arab sympathy for his cam-Israel, British officers led the Arab forces | "Young Elizabeth", it was said that
paigns in Africa and the Middle East.that attacked the Jewish state and werk King George VI, among others,
This led to the Wannsee conferencparamount in delineating its frontiers.  became fully aware of the Holocaust
of January 1942 which sealed the As a student at London University inearly on but it was decided that "the news
fate of the Jews of Europe. the early thirties, | was tormented by thgvas too terrible to publicise". One is

ease with which Hitler was allowed to reynable to make sense of that statement
8) In 1944 the Jews of Hungary werearm Germany. My own teenage guesses @kcept to conclude that the British

openly held as pawns to be traded fafe time were either that Britain wanted tqoreign Office wanted to hush up the
transport lorries from the Allies. achieve a decisive end to the earlier watews as it suited their policy of prevent-

Realising all the above facts would/ith Germany or that a new European wahg Jews from reaching Palestine.

make it possible for the Holocaust to b&/as organised solely for the purpose of . ;
remembgred for what it is and for the Jew@urdering the ten million Jews of Europe. s wel-kmown that allied planes

who perished in the Shoah to be honourdd the event, my second guess proved Coq}éiggxstgit dmeaadtz n(;aamt!{oesm otn tosgi\./;;alt
as having died for the Free Work. rect and the Holocaust was the only Iasfzh di P P
ing outcome of World War Two. the proceedings.
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The Struma Affa|r Israeli Olympic team. This was done by

the German police, but the Israeli govern-
by Edward Dangoor ment had to subscribe to the version that

I was amazed to read first in the Jewisholiceman heard the alarm, was intrigueﬁ was committed by the Palestinian ter-

Chronicle and then in The Scribe theand followed the two youngsters and©"st In order- not to sour rglatlons W.'th
Germany which was paying massive

abracadabra story of The Struma aarrested them. They proved later to th ; ,
ompensations at the time.

related by Joel Ives. Is he that innocent gourt that they could have shot the poIiceQ
ignorant about the true story or is he actingnan easily but they had their instructions_—_______ [T

in order to promote his book or articles. to abide with. The Egyptian press for
eeks and before the trial was sympa-€tter to the Holocaust Centre

The facts about the. _Struma IS t.hat 'ﬁ:etic to the boys as was the majority of
was torpedoed by a British submarine t e population Mr Stephen D Smith

avoid receiving in Palestine the 80 The most important Egyptian lawyerThe Holocaust Centre

refugees it carried. Had it not been forthe . . o4 t0 defend them (withouBeth Shalom
one witness who escaped by miracle ang

. arge) and everybody thought that theaxton
reached the Turkish shores, the bo%\l0 would get away with imprisonmentNeWﬁfk

would have been lost and forgotten. -\ i thought irritated the British andNottinghamshire

The witness repeated, once ‘T’mﬁwy had to find a machiavellian way tdNG22 OPA
again, in his tgstlmony that the Smkmgnave them hanged.
was consecutive to an explosion by, day or two before the sentence th&ear Mr Smith
bomb or torpedo. . . . Egyptian Prime Minister was assassinat-

Contrgry to what is related in the artl-ed and many saw the machiavelian hanf| often wonder what is the signifi-
cle the Wltness_ was taken care off .by thgf the British. l cance of the Holocaust to non-Jews,
T.urk|sh authorities who accepted his ver- Consequently a sentence was passell and why do we want to spread news
sion of the story. . . and the two boys of 20 and 18 wer®f the Holocaust far and wide? What

In another scene of this episode w anged. has the Imperial War Museum to do

the special session of the committee o | knew the boy of 18 as he was fromwith the Holocaust?

the Jewish Underground Forces who ha . ) e
special entries to the Highg family of Syrian origin. The Pessah i 5¢ peen said that Holocaust educa-

Commissioner’s office in Cairo Whenbefore these events | spent with this fan}ion will prevent it from happening again,

they came across and copied or phoui)l_y iln Hailfa with otherls. G gy 2UL there are no millions of Jews left in
/ . raeli sour nfirm i
copied the message sent by the High sraeli sources also confirms that g, gpe for a Holocaust. Moreover, geno-

. . : he Russians wh r h " . -
Commissioner to a British submarine t%ﬁimta?or u;istigalsreasgnéo pedoed thgge activities have been going on in the
torpedo the Struma. A special court was P : post-war period in Africa and in Asia.

convened and Lord Moyne, the HighScribe- | believe that the real significance of

Commissioner was sentenced to death. the six million Jews who were killed by

. . Israel often found herself, because : ;
’ he Germans during the war is that these
All these fapts cgme up in the Calr91erweak position, obliged to bite the bul- g
court as you will notice later on.

I ) ¢ hi a/eople died as hostages for the free
The execution of the sentence walSt 2nd accept a version of events whicfq iy 1n 1939 Hitler threatened that if

: is different from the truth. At the end OfWorId Jewrv would embroil Germanv in
en'([jrusted tg o spems | tggentsd,ofl'tth e Second World War, Israel abstained,qiher Woilld war then he would kil?/all
ugozrg[]%lg Wri?r?\i/ﬁ;?ﬁjltié:;el:,ros} toeelvee)from harming the ex-Mufti Amin o j6\y5 of Europe. He thus held the Jews
Eurt any Eg,yptian Husseini because Britain gave him safgg hostages for the free world and they

The Hiah missioner’s offi passage first to Egypt and then to Beirugy, 14 he remembered and honoured as
gh Commissioner’s office was

It is likely that Amin H ini pl : o :
not so well-protected and the two fellow ta?or rili tinapt)reventin;?]Se?Ns f?o?%/?ga?/ such, not just as victims of a genocide.
easily had access to his office, shot th ; . o
Commissioner and left on the bicycle Fﬁg Europe, & policy which was in lineyajm pangoor

o C'€nith British Foreign Office objectives.
they trotted in with. The alarm was given nother incident at which Israel had to T

when the two fellows were cycling ha}r keep quiet was the assassination of the
for safety when a passing Egyptian

born in the late 1930’s, wrote a letter

to the Editor of The Scribe criticising
the action or inaction of Hakham Sasson
Khadoury during the rule of Al-Bakr.

I n Issue No. 72, page 26, Ramzi Loya,

In fact that was a very difficult period

i in the life of the Jews of Iraq and my late
i father did all that he could do in those
difficult circumstances. He was power-

- = T ] " E
e d;.”._...;.-v- - _‘_a-':'.t-.l".'.ﬂ-q"-- S less to do any more.
e R e ——. - e ey Shaoul H. Sasson
The Struma London
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BBC Prejudice

Letter sent by Naim Dangoor to Sirinternational accountability for warReply to the same letter also received
Christopher Bland, Chairman of thecrimes, they believed that Mr Sharorfrom:

BBC, Broadcasting House, London withcould be indicted for what happened. Foreign & Commonwealth Office

a copy to The Rt Hon Mr Jack Straw, MP,o programme also interviewed sur- King Charles Street

Foreign Secretary-Foreign Office vivors of the massacre, Israeli officers London
: SW1A 2AH

understand that you have taken the . . ) :
trouble of screening a programmeghnsnan Phalange which committed the

who served in Beirut and members of thB
I ear Mr Dangoor
against Ariel Sharon and his indirec@{rocities, notably Elie Hobeika, the m"""‘-I-hank you for your letter about the
e

involvement in the murder of some gogiccused of leading the militiamen in th situation in the Middle East, which
Palestinians in Sabra and Shatila. AGamps. Mr Sharon was approached to be | has been passed to this Department.
Israeli court of enquiry had already criti-interviewed for the programme and hiPlease find below a summary of the
cised Mr Sharon for his involvementspokesman Dr Ranaan Gissen was inteGovernment’s position on recent events.
Tt e G 8 T 70 Y on s bl Alewr 7 M e ouemment's sty carere
Sharon, Dov Weissglas, also appears ¥\, the continuing violence in the region,

Why don't you research and prepare the programme. and dismayed by the tragic deaths. In par-
programme about the British Foreign The BBC has made numerous filmsicular, it deplores the fact that the vio-
Office’s direct and profound involvementabout human rights abuses in the Middleence has led to loss of life among chil-
in the murder of six million Europeanggst, Among them are a Correspondeqiren and innocent bystanders. The UK
Jews in what became known as thgiy which was highly critical of Yasser supports the view of the UN High
Holocaust, to prevent them from reaching, ¢ s pajestinian Authority and a dis-Commission for Human Rights that the

Palestme,' o compl;f/)wnh the terms of thef‘urbing Newsnight film on the use ofProtection _Of children must be an
1939 White Paper? Contact was main- absolute priority for both parties.

tained with the ex-Mufti of JerusalemCh'Idren in the front line of the intifada. The Government has consistently

who spent the war years in Berlin. We believe Panorama - The Accused 19,0 |grael and the Palestinian Authority

One further evidence is the sinking®e an entirely legitimate look at a humag, g0 restraint. Violent incidents in
of the Struma by order of Lord Moynerights issue and that it is a fair and balgrael and the Occupied Territories threat-
with the loss of 800 lives. This wouldanced analysis of the role played by Arieén to derail the fragile cease-fire. It is vital
really be a worthwhile programme andSharon. | hope this clarifies the BBC'snow for the parties to end the violence and
an eye opener. position. to move ahead with full and early imple-

Please be assured your comments dnentation of the recommendations of the
this matter have been recorded for thMitchell Committee report, which sets out

benefit of senior management and th@ road back to the negotiating table.
The UK has played an important role

rogramme makers. The BBC wel-
I hank you for your letter of 25 JuneP'°9 in recent months. The Prime Minister met

Reply from BBC Information:

addressed to the Chairman tgomes all feedback, as it helps us t 1 'pime Minister Sharon on 24 June
which | reply as follows: make decisions about future pro

> ‘and Foreign Minister Peres on 18 July
grammes or policies.

and urged them to take urgent steps in

| recognise that you feel the screening parallel with the Palestinians to imple-
of Panorama - The Accused was not nec- ment the Mitchell recommendations.
essary. | would like to explain thatOur reply to BBC/Mori Questionnaire: Lord Levy has travelled to the region as
Panorama - The Accused examined the the Prime Minister's envoy. Ben
massacre of at least 800 civilians in th o help ensure the BBCBradshaw, the new Minister for the
refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila dur- I Information Department is giving Middle East, visited the region in July.
ing the invasion of Lebanon in 1982. It you the service you need, wel Ne Foreign Se(_:retary has met Israeli,
analysed the role played by Israeli Primg,oyq Jike to have your views on: Palestinian, Syrian and Arab League
Minister Ariel Sharon, amongst others, leaders. He is in close touch with his EU
who resigned as Israeli Minister of and US counterparts and with the UN
Defence  following the Kahan Being courteous very satisfied Secretary General.
Commission inquiry into the tragedy. The UK and the EU have serious con-

As Mr Sharon has now been electegtesponding in a full and serious mannef€'nS about the lack of respect for human
Prime Minister of Israel, we therefore felty, my comments and/or complaint rights in the Occupied Territories.

i i i i iti- . e “Following its policy of constructive
it to be appropriate to examine his politi very dissatisfied. g policy

cal and military record, in particular as engagement with partners on human
the Israeli Defence Minister who sent th _ rights issues; the EU raised its concerns
Lebanese Phalange militiamen into thd©Y did not reply to the second part of Myith |srael at the meeting on 21 May of
Palestinian refugee camps. letter, which | now request you to do, byhe EU/Israel Association Committee. We

Panorama asked contemporary figteferring it either to "Panorama” or to the will continue to raise our concerns, both
ures and international law expertroper department in order to investigatgoublicly and in private at all levels, for as
whether, in the current climate of greateBritain's wartime role in the Holocaust." long as this remains necessary.
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...The Foreign Secretary has expressdik occupied territory. Jerusalem has Br Dangoor’s reply:
deep concern over the demolition ofinique religious and cultural importance Dear Ms Phillips

Palestinian houses. for Christians, Jews and Muslims, and w
The Government deplores settlemerdttach great importance to ensuring
activity in the Occupied Territories access to Jerusalem and freedom of wor-
(including East Jerusalem). It is illegalship there for those of all faiths.
under international law and a serious On the question of arms sales, the U
obstacle to peace. The recommendation gf guided by the consolidated EU and-
the Mitchell Committee is that Israelnational criteria on Strategic Export
should freeze all settlement activityControls. We will not issue export
including the "natural growth” of existing licences where there is a clear risk that
settlements. The EU raised the issue @he equipment might be used for internal
Israeli settlements at a meeting with Primﬁepression or adversely affect regional
Minister Sharon in Stockholm on 14 Junestapility,. We will not issue licences for
The Government supports  UNequipment similar to that used in the
General Assembly Resolution 194, Whld@ccupied Territories. We have no evi?-
calls for the right of return and compenyence that British-made equipment
sation for Palestinian refugees. A permajcensed for export since this Government
nent solution to their plight can only begme to office in 1997 has been used by
achieved as part and parcel of the peaggs |sraeli forces against civilians in the
process and we continue to encourag§ecypied Territories during the recent
and support the parties in their search -fQfigjance. Since this Government came to
an agreement. office in 1997, no export licence has been

The Government is also deeply congpqed for tear gas or rubber bullets. -
cerned about the humanitarian and eco- The Government has called on Israel

nomic impact of closures. Sustained clog) <o non-lethal force wherever possi-

sures continue to restrict the free move; . 56 of the Mitchell Report's recom-

ment of people and essential SUpp“ec?endations was that Israel should

E?;v;?e:néhith(gfcggﬁzneTse”nglsvsa|ar; nsure that the IDF adopts and enforces
' olicies and procedures encouragin

within the Occupied Territories. lethal dd )
Economic hardship and unemploymenrt]on_ ethal responses to unarme remon-
trators. They should adopt tactics of

can only fuel hatred and violence, an& o
. crowd control that minimise the poten-

make a comprehensive settlement moré )
&|al for deaths and casualties and should

our serious concerns to the Israel .
dard operating procedures of the IDF

Government on political, legal and. " : : .
humanitarian grounds, and will continuénStII the duty of caring for Palestinians
’ s well as Israelis, consistent with the

to do so. The latest EU demarche to th@ hical d h | h
Israeli government on humanitarian=thical Code of the IDF. lsrael has

access was made on 29 June at the UNqﬁceptgd the Comm-|ttee’s rgport.
New York. UK involvement is practical as well

The presence of international®s political. The UK’s total assistance to
observers has been suggested as a me Palestinians, including contributions
of contributing to stability in the region. 10 UNRWA (the UN Relief and Works
The EU General Affairs Council on 16Agency) and via the EU, is generally
July agreed that a third-party monitoringj"Iround £25 million per year. In 1998 (the
mechanism is needed in order to ovefdtest available OECD figure) it was
come any obstacles that might impede tHe28-4 million. This year it will be sub-
implementation of the Mitchell recom-Stantially more.
mendations. Foreign Ministers and sub- Please be assured that the
sequently G8 Heads of State took a simGovernment remains closely engaged 6.
lar view when they met in Italy (on 19¢€fforts to urge both parties to consolidate
July and 21 July respectively). Our viewthe cease-fire and build confidence, in
is that to be successful any presendge context of a renewed political re-
would require prior agreement by botlfengagement, aimed at an agreement
Israelis and Palestinians. based on United Nations Security7.

The UK regards the status ofCouncil Resolutions 242 and 338, the
Jerusalem as still to be determined in peprinciple of ‘land for peace’, security for
manent status negotiations between tHsrael within recognised borders and an
parties, and recognise no sovereigntgnd to occupation.
over the city. Pending agreement, wéat Phillips
recognise de facto Israeli control of WeshNear East and North Africa 8.
Jerusalem but consider East Jerusalem Bepartment
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gnsure that the stated values and stan-

hank you for your letter dated 2
August stating British policy
regarding the Middle East, which |

Igm unable to accept and totally reject.

Her Majesty’s government policy
regarding the Jewish National home
soon after the Balfour Declaration has
been to harass Jewish immigration
into Palestine and to create ill-feeling
between Jews and Arabs. The prob-
lem you are talking about is not
between Israelis and Palestinians.

It is a regional problem which came
into being with the dismemberment
of the Ottoman Empire and the grant-
ing of all its Middle East territories to
the Arabs. The Jews of the region had
a right to a share of that territory
which can be symbolised by the total
area of Palestine.

In 1921 the late Winston Churchill
gave Trans-Jordan to Emir Abdullah
without any conditions. That was the
moment of the partitioning of
Palestine when Trans-Jordan should
have become the National home of
the Palestinian Arabs.

You spoke of occupied territory but
you don’'t mention who you think it
belongs to. In view of the fact that the
Arabs of Palestine as well as the neigh-
bouring Arabs refuse to live at peace
with Israel, | consider that Israel is jus-
tified in claiming the total area of geo-
graphical Palestine, west of the Jordan.
You have the cheek to speak of the
right of Palestinians to return to Israel
and thus destroy the Jewish state from
within. You seem to forget that in 1950
there was an exchange of population
when a million Jews from Arab coun-
tries went to Israel in exchange for the
million Arabs who had left Israel. Such
exchange took place between India and
Pakistan, Germany and Poland and
many other neighbouring countries
after the war. You must be living in
cuckoo land if you think otherwise.

You speak of resolutions 242 and
338; these and other resolutions were
totally and repeatedly rejected by the
Arabs. How come now you want to
bring them to life again?

You speak of "land for peace". Surely
the Arabs have all the land — 10 mil-
lion square miles of it against the
Israeli’s 10,000. Do you seriously and
honestly believe that Israel should
give some land to the Arabs?

You seem to think that when
Palestinian leaders murdér
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...innocent Israelis by training and send
ing suicide bombers to supermarket
and nightclubs, that that is alright and
is not against international law, but
when lIsrael targets the perpetrators o

The world in a village

f we could shrink the earth’s popula-becomes glaringly apparent. The following
tion to a village of precisely 100 peo-is also something to ponder...
ple, with all the existing human ratios

If you woke up this morning with

these murders you condemn her actiqremaining the same, it would look somemore health than illness...you are more

and say that it is against internationaing like the following...
law. Such hypocrisy does not fit the tra-
ditional character of the British people.T "€re would be:
Regarding Jerusalem; you seem to
think that divided Berlin should have
been united, but united Jerusalem
should become divided. As for free-
dom of worship to all faiths; when
East Jerusalem was in Arab hands,
Jews were not allowed to worship in
their holy places and were driven out
of their homes. There is perfect free-
dom of worship to all concerned in
Israeli hands.
There is strong evidence that Her
Majesty’s government played an
active and direct part in the Holocaust
and this is now being researched to
bring to the surface what really is
going on in your Foreign Office. 89 would be heterosexual
Peace in the Middle East must be global 11 Woud be homosexual
and all the Arab countries that went
to war against Israel have to step in
and contribute in land, wealth, and
other resources to solve the endemic
problem between Jew and Arab.

(D

57 Asians
21 Europeans

north and south
8 Africans

52 would be female
48 would be male

70 would be non-white
30 would be white

10.

70 would be non-Christian
30 would be Christian

entire world’s wealth and all
would be from the United States

80 would live in sub-standard housi
70 would be unable to read

To Rt. Hon. Jack Straw MP 50 would suffer from malnutrition

Foreign Secretary

1 (yes, only 1) would have a colleg

Thank you for your recent letter. Isn't it a education

shame that Great Britain, who promised 1 would own a computer

the Jews to restore their national home in

Palestine, should now be in the vanguard \When one considers our world fr

of those seeking to destroy ¥? such a compressed perspective, the ne

14 from the Western Hemisphere, bot

acceptance, understanding and education

blessed than the million who will not
survive this week

If you have never experienced the
danger of battle, the loneliness of impris-
onment, the agony of torture, or the pangs
rcl)f starvation...you are ahead of 500 mil-
lion people in the world

If you have food in the refrigerator,
clothes on your back, a roof overhead and
a place to sleep...you are richer than 75%
of this world

If you have money in the bank, in
your wallet, and spare change in a dish
someplace...you are among the top 8% of
the world’s wealthy

If your parents are still alive and still
married...you are very rare, even in the
United States and Canada

If you can read this message, you just
received a double blessing in that some-
one was thinking of you, and further-
more, you are more blessed than over two
6%illion people in the world that cannot

read at all

Someone once said: What goes around
comes around
Work like you don’t need the money
Love like you've never been hurt
Dance like nobody’s watching
eSing like nobody’s listening
Live like it's Heaven on Earth

ng

Sent by Robert Khalastchy+
om

ed for it

Media Bias Against Israel

Naim Dangoor

I made aware of how biased theers of children it reawakens old atavis

international media, chiefly anti-Jewish attitudes that in the p

CNN, the BBC, the New York Timesresulted in terrible tragedies. Urge
and almost all the French and the Britisimeasures should be taken to counte
media are towards Israel. It has been this media bias.
longstanding fact of life, and we haveDaniel Doron
almost become accustomed to it. Director

- The Israel Center for Social &
But on a recent visit to Europe, andEconomic Progress

the spate of serious anti-Semitic attacks,
including the burning of synagogues (&mail: ddoron@bezeqint.net

in France, with 26 more failed attemptsScribe:

and attacks even in Britain!) have conThere is no doubt that Arab oil mon
vinced me, and others | spoke with, thatlays an important part in swaying t
we are facing a much graver situatiosympathies of radio, television and f
now. The media is not only waging apress. Amassive budget is necessary t
war on Israel, but on the Jewish peoplanatters right. This is not an easy task.

he world community must be By presenting Israelis as wilful murder-

would like to know, according to the
I Shulhan Aruch, and what page, what

are the requirements for women to
have their heads covered by a hat.

-

tic
st
nt Ida Prizament
rac 1la200@netvision.co.il

Answer kindly supplied by Rabbi
Abraham Gubbay:

The reference is in Shulchan, Orach
Chayim, Chapter 75, sub-heading 2

ey
he
he

pu

Quote...

Our hours in love have wings,
in absence, crutches

Colley Cibber
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Information Centre From the pages of history:
The Ammunition Hill National Memorial Site and MOSIel\rjl]idCdong;SS: of the
Museum in Jerusalem

n the Byzantine state there was con-
tapes. Archive materials include soldiers I stant hatred between Christians and
Extracts from the Report sent by Gad Beayewitness accounts, materials fron # Jews and this intensified Jewish hope
Avri, Director General study days and other activities held at thfor help from Iranian side. In 556 Justinian
site and so forth. faced a Samaritan-Jewish uprising in
he Information Centre of the Palestine as also did Justin Il in 578.
I Struggle for Jerusalem, establishedHE COMPUTERISED DATA BANK — In September 610 when the Iranian
two years ago thanks to a generous part of the Information Centre, butarmy of Khusro Il drew near Antioch, the
donation by the Dangoor family, containsstands as a project on its own. The matiJewish community rose in rebellion but
a variety of material on the struggle forial in the library’s other two sections inwas put down. At Tyre & Acre the Jews
Jerusalem from the beginning of the 19tthe process of computerisation and multiattempted to support the invading army
century to the present day. media productions are being developed.and suffered in retaliation. The invaders’
route from Damascus to Caesarea passed
through the heart of the Jewish settle-
From The Ammunition Hill National ments. Jews from all parts of the country
Memorial Site and Museum joined in the struggle and Jewish support
Dedicated to the Reunification ofgreatly facilitated the invasion.
Jerusalem during the Six Day War, 1967

The information is organised accord-
ing to the following subjects:

Jerusalem from the beginning of the
19th Century until the British

Mandate (1917) In April 614 Iranian units and Jewish

detachments stood before the holy city.
Zachariah, the Christian patriarch organ-
ised the defence. The siege lasted 20
days. The victorious army massacred
"60,000" Christian inhabitants and
burned many churches. The Iranian gen-
eral selected 37,000 skilled workmen for
deportation to Iran. According to the eye-

. . .. __witness account of strategies, the Jews
History of the Jewish communities - . ;
. _ around the worlde offered to ransom Chn_stlan captives if
Jerusalem — the united City they would accept Judaism.

Thank you for the information you
sent us about - The Scribe.

We made this information available to
the visitors of our DANGOOR
LIBRARY at Ammunition Hill.

We also sent the information to "Yad
ben Zvi" - one of the important institu-
tions in Jerusalem, which investigate th

The British Mandate (1917-1948)

The War of Independence (1947-
1948)

The divided City (1948-1967)

The Six Day War

Yoram Tamir  After the Iranian army left with the

J I th tre for the Jewi }J]erusalem
erusalem — the centre 1or the Jewis Director Christian captives, the Jews destroyed the rest

people of the churches in the city as part of their
(I — effort to "sanctify" it once again. They appar-
Commemoration and memorial ently renewed the sacrificial offerings.

Dangoor on Jeffrey Pickering’s extend to the Jews the right of self-govern-
Britain’s Withdrawal from East Ment and of rebuilding the Temple and
of Suez (Read review). | would like to became hostile to them possibly through the

Every week, schoolchildren, youth,ead this but am unable to locate it in tha icrvention of Christian court officials in

i ; i Ctesiphon in 617 they punished the Jews who
families of fallen soldiers and VISitors (Ojistings (Amazon, etc.) | would be grate-pqaq pgrticipated in th}:eilaughter of Christians

the Memorial Site make use of theg, jf you could confirm the publisher and and forbade Jewish settlement in Jerusalem.

resources at the Informatio.n CemrepUbﬁcation date or the ISBN. Iran thus sacrified the Jews in an effort to seek
Students, researchers, tour-guides and t reconciliation and friendship with the

members of the public-at-large who arBarry Alexander — United Kingdom Byzantine court. They permitted the
interested in the period are also served | Mailbox@barry-alexander.co.uk Christians to rebuild the ruined churches. The
the Centre and the number of its visitor Scribe: Iranians may have been willing to leave
is constantly growing. _ The publisher for Jeffrey Pickering's Palestine in Jewish hands if they were numer-
The Information Centre is composetyook is Macmillan, 231 pp, priced at ous enough to control it but being a minority

e of 10% to 15% the Jews could hardly do so.
of three complementary sections: £42.50, 0333 69526 7 As theoy wouldo not agree to co-opergte with

THE STUDY LIBRARY — containing There is another book which may be the Iranians to restore nor'mal conditions for
thousands  of  books periodicalsOf interest to you, namely: Demise of all the population, the Iranians had to turn to

- A . the Christians for support.
the British Empire in the Middle East
brochures and flyers, somg.bequeathf o ) ) Heraclius re-occupied Jerusalem in 627.
by such notable personalities as Uz Britain's response to nationalist move-when in 637 the Moslem armies invaded

Narkis and Motta Gur. ments, 1943-55 Palestine, the Jews there generally sided with
the Moslem cause.

Values — in battle and in daily life Y ou carried a book review by Anna  Shortly thereafter the Iranians declined to

ACTIVITIES

THE ARCHIVES - contain a collection _Michael J Cohen and Martin Kolinsky, |1, 3 e isner
of documents, photographs, ”eWSPaP'e rors A History of the Jews in Babylonia
clippings, maps, audiotapes and videc 212 pp, Cass., £39.50, 0714 64804 3 \jo|. V., Page 122+
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The Sassoon’s Return Visit to Baghdad

A Diary by Mozelle Sassoon

Soon after we arrived, Hakham
Nessim Ben Abu-Reuben arrived and the
r1 latter brought a tray with 12 cones of

n September 1910 Mrs Farha Sasso(
I and her children undertook a trip fro

Bombay to Baghdad via Basrah.
sugar of which we are told it is the rule to
take one or two only and return the rest
with one or two plates of sweets or other
dainties. Aunt Hannah came soon after
and lots of other visitors kept on coming
the whole morning; among them Abdel
Kader Pasha al-Khetheiry. He sent us a
big Mosul earthenware chatty (Hebb) for
purifying and cooling the water.

In the afternoon visited us Chief
Rabbi David Papu, Hakham Moshe
Shamash, Hakham Abraham Hillel,
Mozelle Sassoon Hakham Yitshaq Abraham Mijaled. It

Before entering Baghdad we saw th Daughter of Solomon and Flora ~ Was & wonderful group; they are all so

On the voyage to Basrah, they werj
joined by Sir William Willcocks in
Karachi, who built the Asswan Dam iny =%
Egypt.

On the way to Baghdad, they stoppe
at Ezair to visit the Shrine of Ezra the
Scribe (Ezra Ha-Sofer).

Flora's daughter, Mozelle Sassoo
(1884-1921) kept a detailed diary of the =
whole journey, which continues:-

Tuesday, 27 September —

2|r(|3 C;gei ?; :Je ?arti?/evrw'::;?fig?ﬁ:]:uggc handsome and all have snowy white hair,
As we were going in the balam, we passe _ o . as well as Hakham Ezra Dangoor Hayyu
Aunt Hannah's house and saw her on tHg@nge, and in his absence his son spent@ild Hakham Yaacob Yoseph Hayeem and
veranda with several members of her fanfh€ir money in building this huge palace irothers. - David Basoos has sent Ezekiel
ily, and her daughter Rebecca Daniel wagry grand style. The drawing-room ceil-Saltoun to be our buyer of provisions
looking through her binoculars. Lynch’s'ng and the bedroom walls and doorway@meswaqchi) and shohet for us. Mr
Baghdad agent took us through two natYere €laborately decorated and colouredangridge, Lynch’s agent, says one
row lanes to our house. rented from I\/lglass decorations were used in the verajratchman will be quite enough and he
Fatoohi for £55 for two months. It seem&@S: The house costs £5,000 that made i} act as a servant, as Baghdad is quite

that Mr Fatoohi went to Bombay for aP°°" father lose his reason. safe and he can sleep at night.

ot Eabidng —of S o L e T A
- = - _P..—_‘-ﬁ"'-_r"‘".ﬁ' e SRR '.r.:i'_-_- ]

The OId bridge in Baghdad which was opened in 1902 -
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Wednesday, 28 September — Friday, 30 September —

- At 6.30 we ordered a landau and drov
Q few visitors came very early. e got up very early and were

Among them Hakham Sassor}t_?a izzectii?;?:z' uig/ler iaxLSEé dl\r/:v ready to go to Yehoshua Kohen
Smooha Hayyu, a previous Chie Y N ' Gadole (Joshua the High Priest).

Rabbi and Saleh Elyshaa. Meir SomekAf"0Ugh narow lanes and bazaars, acro(gie had to cross the river by balam, as the

only surviving brother of Moreno (Stayee)awful roadg full of holes and ditches, an ridge was open to let the Hamidiya, (the
Hakham Abdullah Somekh also called. dust was like a fog ar_ound l-JS. B_ab-_el-oat we came On) to get through on its
Shargee (South Gate) is a big plain wit . .
) . return journey. On the other side (Hathak-

some trees in the distance — and forms th

Thursday, 29 September — Hyde Park or Bois of Baghdad. On the, “Sob) two landaus were awaiting us. We
drove to the Shrine accompanied by Saul

e went to Midrash Talmud réturmn journey we drove throuthayeem through a dusty barren desert — just
WTorah School to examineMenahem Saiman Daniel's bazaar haequarter hour’s drive. This building is quite

three classes in Hebrew dicta-used to let it and the government arrangesdmaII We took off.our shoes and went
tion and grammar. Hakham Ezekiel ofith him that if he died without leaving . 5 1e 20 e hooked on the tomb the cov-
the Alliance School looks after it all. any children that they would take it. He fing that we brought with us and put as
The Chief Rabbi who presided at thevas the husband of Rebecca, Aun?eII the bells on each corner. We it candles
examination was there as well a#danna’s daughter. After he died in 189%vnd David and Saul Ha éem read the
Hakham Sasson Smouha. Then we wetiie bazaar was taken over by the gove”p(addish and David read thye Hashkaba for
on the balcony (Tarma) and saw the boysient. After that we passed the Serai by Loa. We could onlv read Shama'a-na
assembled in the courtyard, and Davigsphalt road, and many cafés, which a pa. y

took a snapshot of them. They sangrightly lit up. Nearly everyman in r\‘?ehushua around the dome; the rest was all

Turkish and Arabic songs and HakhaﬂBagh dad spends the evenings at the Cafegfaced and the whole place was spoilt when

; . . . e Turks took possession of it in 1891; but
Ezra Dangoor made a Meshabairakh anfle had innumerable visitors again toda b

Mamma promised them Turkish £20 forapgel-Kader Pasha invited David to g)ﬁow the new Wali is going to give it back to

a poultry dinner for the boys. The chil-tyr 5 grive with him tonight, so he met hin?them' On our way back, we passed

dren were all in new khaki suits given byear the café and went for a drive in thév?zzi?sr’nbHvsr:?cl;]ni-sel-ﬁzzhidlsSr::vggrite
the Wali,costing TES0 and we saw SOMe&, e hired landau that we had, and endedf ’ pineapp pec.

suits being made there. off at his house, where there were singing When we got back we found that D.

Today Hakham Abraham Dangoorand dancing in the drawing room, byBassouses had sent us jeradeq and
and Hakham Ezra Cohen called. Jewish actresses and Mohamedean actofabbath bread]

Ship to shore transfer by guffa-a craft which was already obsolete at the time of Noah.
The river steamer is in the background.

Courtesy of Freddie Khalastchy
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Saturday, 1 October — Sassoon gave his turn to him, as h&£5 and if a bride does not receive it, she
always read it) and made a Meshabairalieels hurt. It is then distributed and the

We got up early. David went of T £2 and they did the Hashkaba fofriends and relations are thereby

ts)efnoz;eo lljs vvtr?erethtﬁe ;ﬁ%dear Papa Solomon David Sassooinformed of the engagement. We then
beqan at 5y309ar?d v;/e ot there at 6 %rayers were over at 7.15. Here theame home to breakfast, and soon after
acgom anié d b Ezeki?al Saltoun o'u azzan reads the whole Parasha — ontke influx of visitors began. More came
stewarg who h);d alread finishe;j hi{he Maftir is read by the Olé and all theafter lunch. Mrs Semha Sasson Somekh
ravers ’at an earlier Svna 3(; ue. We We%:ongregation join in the Haftara so thabf Amarah stayed on for tea and
pray yr g gue. . éﬁe principal reader’s voice is not heard. Habdala. After prayers Hakham Nessim
conducted up to the ladies’ gallery behin .
o en Abu Reuben stayed to dinner.
the Tebah, where we had seats arranged On our way back Mrs Basoos msstet? S
. ; We slept on the roof for the first time.
for us by Mrs David Basoos. All theon our stopping at her house for a fevi/ .
. . ) . U t was delightful and the stars looked
ladies were covered with their Ezzegh anthinutes. They showed us their Slrdabb . i
i . ) ) : eautiful. So we tried the Sardab and the
Khwili and it was impossible to makewhere people spend the day during the
) . . . . . roof on the same day. | had always won-
them up; they all sit on the floor, and it iggreat heat. Itis a cellar. Sirdab is a com: . .
; 4 . ; " ered what sleeping on the roof was like.
such a tight fit. They all crowded aroundgoound Persian word meaning colad ;
; L .o oo The young ladies here do a lot of
us, and in the afternoon a visitor told usvater”, it being the practice in these parts . ) i .
. : embroidery (broderie anglaise and raised
that it was not only to see us, but to studip keep cold water stored in cellars. Then . . .
. . embroidery chiefly) and also embroider
the latest fashions also. The gentlemene went to Aunt Hannah's house wher% .
, > . : by machine,
prayed in the open courtyard, without anyve saw the white Luzina tray and a pair
roof, which they generally use in theof anklets which was sent to her grand;
summer, and behind is the coveredaughter by her fiancé on the occasion O§unday 2nd October -
Synagogue, which is used during the wirtheir engagement. fter breakfast at 8 we went in two
ter or when the service is going to be late It was a tremendous tray. | am sure it landaus to Muadham by such a
and it will be sunny. The service was conmust have measured a few yards rou dusty, shaking, bone-breaking
ducted by Hakham Ezra Dangoor himselfand the Luzina was about 1/2 foot thickdrive through an immense desert. On our
his Hazzanouth is considered the best We tried to move it a little but could not;return we passed Uweina, which is the
the country. The Synagogue was simplift was such a deadweight, composed gflace where the milk come from, where
packed. There were 26 Hekhaloth. Davidugar and almonds with cardamomthey farm the cows, and we drove

was called up to the Sefer, (Saleh ElishaBhey tell us such a tray costs from T£4 tthrough Abu Sifein where thél

/
U B ;._B

Seated, Senior Rabbis of Baghdad

Most of them past or future Chief Rabbis who were entertained to dinner by the Sassoons.

Left to right: Yitzhaq Abraham Mjaled; Sasson Elia Moshe Halewi (Smouha); Abraham Hillel; Moshe Shlomo Dawid
Shamash; Ezra Cohen; Shmuel Abraham Mjaled

Standing behind are their pupils
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...poorest Jews live, and Henouni, th
shopping area. We got back at noo

very tired.
T

After lunch Hakham Yaacob andj .
Hakham Yoshua did the Hettara for us. [ =

At 6.15 Abdel Qader Pasha took us to t
Wali Nazem Pasha, Turkish governor o
Baghdad. We ushered ourselves into h' =
presence on the Terrace. The Wali spea’
only Turkish and French and the Arabi¢
was translated by Abdel-Qader Pashi.
The Wali is about 60 and has been only

plans made by a French architect
Goddard, for a new gate for the Serai arg.
other improvements thereabouts.

Monday, 3rd October —
Eve of Rosh Hashana

t 5.30 we all went to the Great
Synagogue where we sat by ou
selves in a Hekhal on a side. Th

prayers were read very quickly and ng
word by word as in Bombay.

At home we read Mishna before din
ner. Mrs Basoos sent us holy-day bree
and Saleh Elishaa Benjamin Sassoon se
us apple jam for Yehi Rasson and twi
bottles of old kiddush wine which we
used tonight.

The Shrine in Baghdad of Joshua, the High Priest (said to be deutero Isaiah)
with Chief Rabbi Hakham Ezra Dangoor.

Tuesday 4th October —
Rosh Hashana 5671

e got up early and went to the
Great Synagogue. Grandpape
Sheikh Sassoon’s Sefer wa:

brought out as Sefer Rishon. It is con
tained in a beautiful chased silver cas
"Tig", much tarnished with age. He ded
icated it in the year 1793 and made a col
dition that it should be brought out first
for Kol Nidre and every holy-day includ-
ing the Festivals and Hol Hamoed ani
Shabbath  Jethro, Beshallah an
Weth’hannan and one of the direc
descendants from the paternal side is
be called up to the Sefer and lights th
Hanukkah in the Synagogue. Our famil
here have the original document in thei
keeping and it is signed by the Rabbis ¢
those days. A few years ago, other:
among them Sassoon Hayeem Moora
wanted to do away with this time-hon-
oured right and use their Sefarim, but thi
document was produced, and Hakhal
Yosef Hayeem also affixed his signatur:
to it. (They say the scroll got worn out
and has been changed). The descenda
of Abu Reuben also have a right to sit il

the middle Hekhal which is the principal Chief Rabbi of Baghdad Hakham Dawid Papou at the time of the visit
one and where our ancestar
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...Sheikh Sassoon sat. As a rule Saleh E. i
Sassoon exercises these rights, and on t
occasion he gave them all to David. Whe
they started the school service, Sasst
Moorad and others took his Sefer there. C
our return we stopped at Mrs Basoos t
give the crowd time to diminish and gol
home at about 10. David went to the
Hathima to Saleh E. D. Sassoon’s, quit
near. They began at 11 and it lasted till :
David came home for lunch and went bacl
During the afternoon many visitors callec
and stayed late. We read the Mishna.

Wednesday, 5th October —

e all went to the School
Synagogue today, which
building was given by

Grandpapa Sir Albert and has a wing
given by Menahem Saleh Daniel. The
gentlemen prayed in the open courtyar
which the children use as a playgrounc
We sat on the veranda near the Chi
Rabbi’s wife. We got home at about 9. |
seems on Rosh Hashana people do ri
pay visits, but we had heaps of calls, &
they find us so "irresistible, tempting anck
charming" as Farha’s sister said.

The Wali's A.D.C. called with the
Wali's card, but stayed only a few min-
utes as the influx of ladies was so ovel
powering that he fled!

Thursday, 6th October —

his morning soon after 8 we all weni’ =
I in two landaus to the Bab-el-

Waustani to see the Review of the
troops in honour of the "Eed" at the end ¢
Ramathan as the Wali's guests. We we
and took our seats in a large tent, lined i The interior and exterior of the Shrine of the Prophet Ezekiel
red, yellow and blue. They brought sherbe.
and at about 9.30 we and the others
European men, some Arab Sheikhs a
some Turks) went to a fenced-off enclo
sure, in front of which, the infantry, caval-
ry and the artillery marched past. Ther,
were 4000 soldiers among them the
being 450 Jewish conscripts. These we
all in khaki suits, with the Eguel on their
heads, the kerchief arrangement hangir

were very fine, but did not look well-
groomed. The band played some monot
nous tunes the whole time. Rachel and t
others remained outside walking abou
and Mamma, David and | returned to thé
tent after the parade. After a little while the
Wali Pasha came to the tent (he had be

watching the review on horseback) an The restored Shrine of Ezekiel, now in the hands of the local Moslems
shook hands with Mamma and me Picture supplied by Mr Shaul Sasson
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...and salaamed all the gentlemen anctlated to us. Menahem Effendi haafdoors. She is very particular and when
then sat down, and the gathering dispersedme to see us some days ago on hébe travelled to Europe and Egypt she
after a few minutes. After the serving ofeturn from Hillah and Mamma had ahad her cook with her and would not even

rose coloured drinks. The Chief Rabbi hatelegram from his son Ezra on Rosleat the Shehita of several places. Once

also come while the Parade was going oilashana. He knew us in Bombay irshe went for her son’s health and once for
with his son and when the Wali came h&900. Mrs Sasson Daniel and her dauglher husband’s. We then went to beit Abu
came forward to shake hands, but he ontgr Regina, a schoolgirl are very quiet, aReuben which has an enormous court-

salaamed all round. An Arab Sheikh hadlso Mr Sasson Daniel. Mrs Menahenyard and used to be the finest and largest

been sitting near Mamma and talking t@and Mrs Sasson were both in Arabidouse in Baghdad, but now it is in a sad
her and he told her that she is "like a queedresses with caps and scarves round tkendition, and quite void of its splen-

she has so much information and knowlehin (Fez and Lachag), but the formedours. Grandpapa, Sheikh Sassoon, the

edge". Sheikh Saadoon, who has come @ad an abaya over her head also; it is tidassi, lived there over 100 years ago. A
Baghdad after 30 years, was there and héicst time that | have seen it worn thus. Ifew branches of the family are living
a seat of honour in the centre of thés customary for ladies of good family tothere now. We had met Meir Somekh on
Assembly. He has two hundred thousamndear an abaya indoors and an izzagh othte way and Mamma told him to lunth
followers under his control and Sheik
Amir el Najd has two lacs (20,000), anc
they are both very powerful chiefs.

On our way back we called on
Hakham Jacob and his mother (widow ¢
Hakham Yosef Hayeem) at the famil
mansion near the Henouni and we sa
many members of the family there. W
asked Hakham Jacob to enquire if th
Chief Rabbi was in and from there we
went to call on him. He said he had not
ing good enough to present to Mammg
so he would give her his photo as a so
venir. He has had it taken in full dress
and then he brought the coat to show
and put it on with his two orders.

Friday, 7th October —

oday we ate Za'arur which look
I something like cherries, but are ven
insipid. There is a saying — Ja eEntertained at Hilla. Left to right:
za'arur wa kassah el khairat (when za'an Seated: Rachel Sassoon (Lady Ezra); Sasson Daniel Effendi; Farha Sassoon:
comes it terminates the fruit season).  Mrs Hayim; Jacob Hakham Saleh Somekh; near Farha Sassoon on the floor,
Today we were all asked for tea at th N€r daughter. Mazeltov. o _
English Club. Standing behind, fourth from left: Saleh Sasson Daniel with two policemen
Mrs Lorimer, the British Consul's @nd servants.
wife, who was there, asked Mamma to he
bi-monthly garden party tomorrow but we
are not going. (I am writing this on the
9th of December, so after two months
cannot remember who dined with us).

Saturday, 8th October —

e got up at 5 — and we all wen
to the Alliance School
Synagogue. The service was

over at 7.15. After breakfast Mamma
Rachel, David, Diana and | began by cal
ing on Mr and Mrs Menahem Sale
Daniel and Mr and Mrs Sasson Sale
Daniel at their large double riverside
mansion. Mr M D has two orders fro
the Sultan Abdel Hamid and both the
brothers are known as Effendia. The
have a pretty garden, in which we sa
oleanders (defla), roses, carnation trees
and violet plants. Mrs Rebecca Daniel i

L Ty N R e, o

The underground tombs of the Geonim
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...with us today and he agreed, so todaklliance School called and related to uder of lantern bearers with us besides our
suddenly we discovered lunchtime that habout his Babylon trip. He and 20 or 3®@wn men. Mamma told Rebecca it was a
had left after calling, and Mamma was sof the school teachers went with, and Mrbeautiful party and she must have taken
sorry that she had not told him again (aftedvlenahem and Mr and Mrs Sasson Danielo much trouble over it. She said she
a few days when we got to know him betteas their guests. They went to Babylowloes not do a thing, the servants do
he told us he saw the fire in the kitchen anand Kifil, the site of Ezekiel's Shrine. everything in her house. The flowers on
he could not understand and did not like tdhey had a delightful fortnight. the table were very pretty.

ask, so would not eat here, so Mamma

explained to him that the Goy did it). After a boat outing we went o Monday, 10th October —

Rebecca at 8 o’'clock for a large dinner
Mr and Mrs Yehouda Zelouf and theirparty, We waited a long time, and we di oday we made return visits to many
little girl , Flora, Hakham Sassonnot know that Rebecca was waiting for us I relatives and friends. In the after-
Smouha, Mr Elias Elishaa and Mr Saul Eto say that we had rested sufficiently and

M. Hayeem stayed to lunch here. Duringvere ready for dinner. At last we sat

the afternoon we had a great mangown at the table. There were some hir

callers. In the evening Diana went for avaiters and also a "party cook". ePuesday, 11th October —
boat sail with Hougui's and Moshi's fam- The menu was as follows:- soup, Q t 8.30 David went to see the

noon we had more callers at home.

ilies. After sunset, Rebecca Menahemtewed fish (Shebbout), lamb cutlets an Great Synagogue with Saleh
Silman called and asked Mamma to dingreen peas, tomato mahashas, home-f Elishaa. He has asked them to

with her tomorrow evening. Mammaroast geese, rice pillau with raisins andllow him to dig under the brickwork to
tried to tell her that we could not comealmonds, gombo (okra or bamia) steviind some old records, which they buried
but she would not listen, so accepted. and green beans stew and roly poly pudhere. They have agreed and he is to
ding. Everything except the roast wasuild up the mounds again. At 9 Rebecca

Sunday, 9th October — made of mutton. It was a very longcame over to say that Abdel Jabbar
menu. There were several kinds oEffendi, the greatest lawyer here, was

he ex-German Qonsul called. He weets and preserves and the fruit wasming to call and he arrived at 9.30,

was charmed with the house an . .

said he had no idea there was on ery good. The plates were cpntmuall)&ccompamed by Shaoul Shashoua_\ and
anged, even between the fruits. We altosef Shemtob. He, Abdel Jabbar is an

like itin Baghdad. The headmaster of thSvalked home afterll. They sent a numArmenian. He went to Bombay

= I . r
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The British Residency in Baghdad with the gunboat "Comet" moored in front on the Tigris.
Painting by Renée Dangoor
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...with Fatoohi our landlord, and beforeroof room where they used to keep thave were at the Grosvenor Hotel in June
he had been there a week, the Turkigheddings during the hot daytime sunl906) has abandoned his visit to Russia,
Government wired to him to return atThey always sleep on the roof and enjoliaving been refused a privilege passport,
once, as he had no business to leave witi- There was an Indian soldier there, whbecause he is a Jew, and receiving only the
out orders, because he has a Turkish titlelas watching for the sunset, as he dipssual authorisation issued to Jewish mer-
We drove to the Mosque of Sheikhthe flag every day at sundown at thehants. They subsequently ordered a spe-

Abdel Qader al Gailani in Bab-el-Sheikh sound of the bugle. The Comet, an Indiadial permit, but Mr Strauss declined.

arine boat is stationed opposite. Mrs
we wa}lked _through the courtyard, bu‘:orimer said that Sir W. Willcocks had

couldn't getin to see the tpmb because %een relating our Basrah experiences .

the crowd. Then we visited the Izzag hem. In the evening Jacob did th Which has a complete plan of the future
factory nearby and ordered some abay > .arot for US on thegcovere d veran d?amrd Temple, which they bring out only

and ezzegh, hand loomed of silk and gol pp

ear the kitchen. There is a scarcit ?n Yamim Noraim and Semhat Torah.
thread with various designs. At 5 we all’ ' Y YYakham Yosef Hayeem A.H. who died
drove to the British Consulate to tea with

Jvhite cpcks this year an.d they are Ve st year wanted it copied. | think David
. . xpensive. Poor Meir Eliahou is very ill. ; i
Mrs Lorimer. There was a difference of . is going to buy it. On the eve of Rosh
. and the operation does not seem to ha .
hours and 20 minutes between th . ) . ashana and Yom Kippur all the Jews
one him any good. He is so charitable

English time and the Turkish as the . Visit the cemeteries after morning prayers
o and has done so much good. During his
Turkish is always 12 at sunset and th

) X .2 and the poor people go to the different
English have the sunset today at 5.4 eSS, when they carried him upstairs h

ave TE5 mitzvah for every step; ther ouses and beg. On the eve of Rosh
The house is very nice and is only builf y step. Hashana though we distributed money
were about 20-24 steps.

on three sides of the courtyard, quite they were so troublesome that today
modern and on the river. We WenbVednesda 12th October — Jacob asked Abdel Qader Pasha to send a
upstairs to the drawing room, and to ou}r<i ur's E\X’a soldier to stand at the door.

surprise we found a real English drawing PP At 9.30 Mamma, Diana, Rachel and |
room, such as we had not seen since IeUe piece of news is that Mrwith Hakham Nessim Ben Abu Reuben

At the Great Synagogue they have a

t1010 years old Parokhet falling to pieces

ing Bombay. After tea we went onto th trauss, the American Ambassadofon the box) drove to see the Jewish
verandas, which are very large, then w at Constantinople (whom MammaCemetery (David had another appoint-

went on to the roof and were shown thenet at Sir Samuel Montagu’s dinner whement). We felt very sad to see thg

Tallisim (Bab-el-Tellesim) or (Bab-el-Westani), the tower of the ancient Baghdad rampart which was built by Abu Jaffar
el Mansour the first founder of Baghdad in the year 730 A.D.

This tower was blown down by the Turks on their evacuation of Baghdad 1917.
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Parents of Farha (Flora) Sassoon — Ezekiel Abraham Gubbay 1824-1896. He left Baghdad to Bombay in 1842 and mar-
ried in 1853. Aziza 1839-1897 daughter of Abdulla (Albert) David Sassoon. Pictures taken at their wedding.

...shabbiness and struggling state of t
whole place. The community go o
working their way eastwards, althoug
here is a vast plain westwards, whic
originally was the site of the old grave
for fear of exhuming any bones. The
name is inscribed on the side where tl
head goes, and is kept covered with
brick, which can be pulled out when the
wish to read the name. The graves a
covered with bricks and mud; they ar¢
afraid to use stones or marbles, becau
the graves would be demolished and t
materials stolen. The poor Jews — ho
different are the English and the
Armenian cemeteries which have hig
boundary walls and cypress trees.

End of Diary

Ps... Solomon D Sassoon, 1875 late Mrs Flora Sassoon in London 1910
See Notes on next pagel] husband of Farha
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NOTES:

n one occasion during the visits
OIO Mrs Farha Sassoon, 6 Chie
Rabbis, past, present and futur
sat under one roof. It is noteworthy tha
the visitors did not appear to having bee

offered the Masgouf Shabbout fish o
which Baghdad is famous.

The Turkish pound was a gold Lira
worth at the time 12 Indian Rupees or 1
Shillings. We greatly admire the scope a
interesting details in the Diary of Mozellg
(1884-1921). David Sassoon wrote hi
own diary which appeared in Hebrew in i
book entitled (Massa'a Babel).

The family of Saleh Elishaa (Sassoon)

Boalat ’::!.:Jtlii-::—-f; .

"Yimma Hannah" (daughter of Yehushoua Gubbay, and cousin of Farha’s father) surrounded by family members.
From right to left:

Standing: Naima Abraham; Muzli Yehuda; Saleh Yehuda; David Yehuda; Eliahou Yehuda; Khatoun Baroukh; Yehuda
Shoua; Saleh Baroukh; Sion Baroukh; Yousef Yehezkel Sasson Zubaida; Farha Yehuda

Sitting: Aziza Baroukh; Yehuda Shoua; Seniora "Yima Hannah"; Yehuda Eliahou Yehuda; Habiba Eliahou Yehuda;
Rahel Eliahou Yehuda; Muzli Baroukh; Yehuda Shoua; Abdullah son of Aziza; Naima daughter of Aziza; Muzli
daughter of Aziza; Salman Abraham Eliahou Yehuda; Reuben son of Aziza; Semha daughter of Habiba; Menashe
Abraham Eliahou Yehuda
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Scribe: The Expelling of Nazem Pasha - Elijah's Chair
The Wali of Baghdad
n the short space of 40 years, the fol- g he Brit Milah of the first grandson
Iov;mg mor;er:]tous _eve.nt happened ing , \jarch 1911, Nazem Pasha received Efe\llqatiﬁleZroﬁbg?rjﬂ?ain:ngsggi
and around the region:- an order from Istanbul terminating hi Y,
appointment as Governor of Ba hdaqfaac' was celebrated last February at the
PP 9 “auderdale Synagogue to a gathering of

The First World War (1914-1918) There was a pl_Jinc outcry agai_nst thi%ver 200 guests. On that occasion the
The Russian Revolut_|on (1917) order and,_ desplte a wave of strikes anehair of Elijah which was donated by the
The Balfour Declaration (1917) hunger strikes in support of the pOpmaémouha family was first used

The Dissolution of the Austro-HungarianWali, Istanbul refused to rescind the order '

Empire and he was replaced by a new Governor After the service and ceremony, a
The Dismemberment of the Ottomanvousef Pashar. lavish breakfast was offered in the
Empire Montefiori Hall. Guests were presented
Irag given to Arab Rule (1921) ——] —————— with a copy of an English translation of
The emergence of 21 Arab countries. a monograph on Benedictions by Rabbi
under Mandate Isaac Levy of Gibraltar which contains a
The Turkish Republic adopts the Latir ) genealogy of the Levy family going
alphabet (1923) The National Front backto the year 1640.

The rise of Nazi Germany (1933) We learn from the interesting chap-

The Second World War (1939-1945) f members of the National Front wantters of this beautifully produced little
The Farhud in Irag, hundreds of Jew [ to demonstrate or parade they shoultdook that Grace after Meals can be said

killed (1941) be allowed to do so to their heartsn any languages

The Holocaust (1942-1945) content in one of the parks, but should (I

The Independence and Partition of Indinot be allowed to demonstrate or parade

(1947) in areas where people live or work. Historical society of Jews

The creation of the State of Israel (1948
The discovery of vast oil reserves in Aral
countries

The forced emigration of about a million Thank you for your letter of 19 April to
Jews from Iraq and other Arab countriethe Home Secretary,
(1950)

N E Dangoor from Egypt

*%

P O Box 230445, Brooklyn, NY 11223

; 'Y Fax: 718-998 2497
concerning National

Front marches. It has been passed t0 M& oM OUR PREAMBLE

In 1910, the safest way to travel frothO reply. his organisation shall be known as
London to Baghdad would have been b Your comments have been noted. HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
sea to Bombay and from there to Basré, stuart Moore JEWS FROM EGYPT, and not of
by local steamer and from Basrah tHome Office Egypt or of Egyptian Jews, but FROM
Baghdad by riverboat, totalling 5 weeks pojicing and Crime Reduction Group EGYPT for the purpose will be to
In 1950, regular airlines took only 5action Against Crime & Disorder include all our co-religionists whose lin-

hours from London to Baghdasl. eage have sojourned in the Jewish
Communities of Egypt.

The aims of this society are to pre-

Baghdad as a ‘JeWiSh Clty serve, maintain, co-ordinate the imple-

_ mentation, and to convey our rich her-
I t has often been said that New York i®ook of the Baghdad vilayet: total num- jtage to our children and grandchildren,

a Jewish city. | think one can safelyoer of inhabitants, 202,200, of whom:  sing all educational means at our dis-
say the same about Baghdad of th&0,000 were Jews; 12,000 Christians; posal to bring into being the necessary
first half of the twentieth century. 8,000 Kurds, 800 Persians; and 101,40Goyndations.

Arabs, Turks and other Muslims. Passover........ celebrating the birth of
A pl’OClamation issued by the BI’ItISh our peop'e’s Freedom from Egypt and (e}

military Governor in the early 1919's e |earn; our fathers were slaves in

fixed the number of sheep to be slaugh-ggypt, and if it wasn't for the Almighty’s

tered daily in Baghdad East (al-Risafa, intervention we would have been slaves
the more populous half of the city) at  jn Egypt until today.

520 for Jewish butchers and 160 for
Muslim and other butchers. Scribe:

In the Baghdad Chamber of The truth about Passover: Who made us
Commerce most of the members were gjaves in Egypt? It was none other than
Jews and the administrative council Conjoseph as a result of Cornering the grain

To have an idea of the city’'s demog-
raphy and the position of the Jews in
those five decades, it is enough to
glance at these few facts of statistics:

In 1904, the French vice-consul in
Baghdad gave the number of Jews in th
then Ottoman Baghdad vilayet as
40,000, out of a total population of
160,000.

In 1910, a British consular report
estimated the number of Jews in

Baghdad as ranging from 45,000 to sisted of 8 Jews and 8 Moslems. market. The whole population of Egypt
50,000. . . became slaves to Pharaoh. When a new

In October 1921, a British publica- Nessllm Rejwan Pharaoh arose (Rameses 1) he released
tion quoted these population figures for Israe the Egyptians but kept the Hebrews in
the city as given in the last official year- their bondages
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Destroying Idols Jewish Genealogical

The move by Afghanistan's reli- Afghan nobles to Arabia to embrace Islam Conference
gious leaders to destroy the idolsiohammed greeted him as "malik" (king)

of Buddhism is to be applaudedas he claimed descent through 47 gener he 21st International Conference

They offend the followers of monothe-tions from Saul. Qais died in 662 aged 87 I on Jewish Genealogy, the largest
ism, worshippers of the one true GodAll the modern chiefs of Afghanisatan event of its kind staged outside the

Creator and Sustainer of our universeglaim descent from him. The Afghans stillUnited States, has styled itself "London

especially Jews and Moslems. call themselves Beni-Israel. Their claim tc2001". Some 1,000 delegates attended,
. . Israeli-tish descent is allowed by mosiincluding many of non-Jewish back-

SO VX\?Oh'S rangedoalga}nsththel Tour.al\'/lohammedan writers. King Amanullah ground,greflecti)l;g the ethnic mix of the

gRiOIiITJIic gf TDnakT;(t);r?.th(ta Emt daem(jnatlgl]ilkhan once stated they were of the tribe cspeakers, and testifies to the recent
regl?me of Iran, the [')uritan kingdom o?éenjam_ir?." (Jewish Encyclopaedia)._ explosion of interest in genealogy. The
Saudi Arabia a{nd the supreme authorit Addltlonql refere_nces: Afghamstan opening up of the archives of the former
of Al Azhar Imam of Cairo President(Khorasan in medieval Musllm and Soviet Union countries, advances in
Hosni Mubarak tells the Al;ghans thaHebr?W so_ur_ces). Early Karaite ancgenetic technology, law suits over resti-
Egypt has not destroyed the pharaontiRabbm'te biblical commentators regard-tution of artworks and other property

idols. But the followers of these idols n €d Khorasan as a location of the Teilooted during the Holocaust have all con-
: ' rribes of Israel. Afghanistan annals alsctributed to the expanded nature and

longer exist, whereas Buddhism is thriv- - .
ing. The tradition of destroying idoIstrace the Hebrew origin of some of theboundaries of genealogy.

fghan tribes, in particular the Durrani,
goes back to Abraham, ancestor of bot he Yussafzai and the Afridi to King Saul
Jews and Arabs.

What makes Afghanistan head an Talut). This belief appears in the 17th

shoulders above the rest of Islam? It is th/ginrt]:rz A(\E:Ca nJqur;ronlcle, Makhzan-i-
Jewish connection of the Afghan people. ghan. ' '

"The Afghans have a tradition that the)N
descend from the lost Ten Tribes. They
were carried away by Buktunaser. In the Years ago | went to the Afghan  David Dangoor — Babylonian Jewry
book (Taagati-Nasiri) a native book, it isSEmbassy in London to enquire if it was  (Read excerpts of this talk later in this
stated that at the time of the Shansakiown that the Afghan Royal Family was  issue)

Dynasty there were a people called Bartif Jewish origin. | was told they will find

Israel who settled in Ghor, S.E. of Heratput. Six months later the Royal Family  Rita Bogdanova and colleagues —
and about the year 622 CE (the Hegra tookas toppled and the exiled Afghan king  Overview of the Holdings of the
place that year) converted the Islam by still lives in Italy. ¢ Latvian State Archives

person called Qais or Kish, who led some

More than 170 leading academics,
historians and scientists from across the
world addressed Europe’s largest ever
conference on Jewish Genealogy, which
was held in London last July. Among the

aim Dangoor writes: speakers were —

Lydia Collins — Sephardi Manchester

Interfaith Conference Held in Moscow Professor Yitzhak Kerem — The Jews
of Salonika and Greek Jewish
Taken from: Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. The Sources
Academic Response To Antisemitism &onference represents the first time the . .
o . . : . llana Tahan — Jewish Genealogical
Racism in Europe (Arare) Jewish-Islamic and Jewish-Russiar

Chairman: Professor Eric Moonman Orthodox dialogue was conducted withir Resources in the British Library

interfaith ; h ldRussm on such a high level. as well as Stephen D Smith MBE,
A n interfaith conierence was he founder and director of the Beth Shalom

in Moscow last October and was, ;NpRECEDENTED PUTIN GESTURE Holocaust Centre
attended by representatives o

the Russian Orthodox Church, the

. T In an unprecedented gesture tc The Bible includes much genealogi-
Congress of  Jewish Rehgmusvlj1

- ) ussian Jewry, President Putin spent 9cal material, attempting to trace the
Commgmhes of Russm and the Counc inutes at the dedication of a Lubavitcthuman family tree from Adam Harishon.
of Mgftls of Russm,_a@s well as from Othersynagogue which had been repeatediSubsequent lists of who begat whom had
rellgpus communities functpmng M hombed by neo-Nazis. The former KGBto do with the need to trace land titles in
Russia. Scholars f“’”.‘ .the United St"_’lteéfﬁcer used the occasion to decry antilsrael in accordance with the way the
and Europe also partlglpated_ Orga_n'segemitism and to laud the revival ofcountry was divided and allotted to the
by_a.Russgm group which promotes €Ty, daism in Russia. various tribes by Moses.
religious dialogue and supported py the The hate crimes in Russia extenc
govgrnment a’?d .by the Federation 0E)eyond the Jews. African diplomats inVisit the web page: http://www.jewish-
Jewish .Orga"nlsanons, the Conferenc’@/loscow reportedly fear for their safety gen.org/london2001
was entitled "Search for Paths of P.ef"‘cgfter being targeted by neo-Nazi skin-Email: info.london2001@talk21.com
and Harmony: Common RGSponSIbIIItyheads believed to be working in co-operWrite: London2001, PO Box

of Christians, Moslems and Jews" and;,, yith the KKK (Klu Klux Klan) and  27061,London N2 0GT, England
was held in the official residence of theGerman extremists.
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Babylonian Jewry

by David Dangoor

Excerpt of the talk he gave at the 21swere destroyed in 586 BCE, and most afity in Babylon contributed much
Jewish Genealogical Conference, held ithe inhabitants were deported. towards the rebuilding of the structures in
London last July When the last group of Jews arrivedsrael. The High Priest Joshua, thought to
in Babylonia, they found two otherbe Deutero Isaiah and the Prophet
abylonia was one of the maingroups of Hebrews already there. On&zekiel are buried in Babylon.
Bbirthplaces of the Jewish peoplegroup, there for only eleven years, were The Babylonian, Ezra the scribe gave
from its earliest times, as well asrecent newcomers still learning to copdudaism the decisive impulse that eventu-
the place where the foundations ofvith a new life. ally produced the Pharisee movement and
Judaism as we know it today were con- The other group were the descendantbe rabbinical system. He changed the
structed. The area between the Rivasfthose deported by the Assyrians in 72Hebrew alphabet, and set himself to make
Tigris and Euphrates, approximating tdCE from the northern kingdom ofthe Torah the governing force in Jewish
modern day Irag, can lay claim to dsrael. However, unlike their predeceslife. It is said of him that if the Torah had
greater part of our history as a nation ansbrs, the later exiles of Judah did nonot been given to Moses, Ezra would
as a religion, than any other place. Nadssimilate, because they were morkave been worthy to receive it. His shrine
only was it from there that Abrahamattached to their religious traditions. Théshown on the cover of this issue) stands
emerged as the founder of our people gorophet Jeremiah’'s advice to the exiles Southern Iraq.
his journey to Israel, but it was here thajvas: build houses and live in them, plant In the vyear 331 BCE, the
the Jews had autonomy for most time asgardens and eat their produce. Take wivéschaemenians lost control of Babylonia
people for over 1,000 years, here that thgnd have sons and daughters, multipiwhen their armies were defeated by
Babylonian Talmud was created fromhere and do not decrease. And seek tidexander the Great in the Battle of
where it formed the framework for rab-welfare of the City where God has senGaugamela near Arbil (Arbela). The
binic Judaism. It was in Babylon that thgjou into exile, and pray to the Lord for itsPersian troops stationed in the capital
synagogue and the love of learning grewpeace, for in its peace you will find yourBabylon surrendered without fighting
Our story starts in Ur, in southernP€ace. and the Macedonian conqueror made a
Mesopotamia, where Abram’s father This became the charter for all thdriumphal entry into the old Semitic
Terah, the head of an Aramean Nomadidiasporas. metropolis. Alexander went on with his
family escaped from there in the face of Within 48 years of the destruction ofswift conquest all the way to India. Two
an annihilating attack by Elamite hordglerusalem, Babylon was conquered byears later he was back in Bat_)ylon where
attacking Sumaria in about 1960 Bcethe Persian King Koresh, Cyrus théhe was struck by fever and died there at
An attack in which Ur was destroyedCreat. He allowed the Jews to returithe age of thirty-two.
Terah made his way north with his fami'ome and rebuild the Temple in Seleucus, one of Alexander’s
ly to Harran where he died. The succeslerusalem. Forty thousand did, but th&enerals, made himself master of
sion fell to Abram, his eldest son. Unlikemajority stayed in Babylon. Babylon, and the large Seleucid empire
his father, a polytheist worshipping idols, It was the policy of the Achaemeniarruled Babylonia for just over two cen-
Abram was a monotheist. He broke witfulers, from Cyrus down, to tolerate théuries to 126 BCE.
idolatry, and turned to the service of th€ults of the subjugated nationalities In 126 BCE, forty years after the
one and only God whom he recognisethroughout their empire. Jews inMaccabian revolt in Israel, the Seleucid
and by whom he was re-named Abrahanabylonia worked mainly as farmers agmpire was driven out from Babylon by
This was not a God restricted to ondhey had in the Holy Land but they alsdhe Parthians, another Persian group,
locality, but the Creator of Heaven andvorked as bakers and brewers, weaverghose Arsacid dynasty provided 350
Earth, independent of nature and gedlyers and tailors, shipbuilders and woodyears of reasonably stable Persian rule,
graphical limitation, and essentially arcutters. There are records of Jewisihich though it had its ups and downs for
ethical God to whom justice and right-blacksmiths, tanners, fishermen, sailorthe Jews, was generally a benign period.
eousness was of supreme concern. and porters. Street vendors eked out Ehe Arsacids were concerned with foster-
Proceeding south along the eastermodest living while men of commerceing local support among indigenous pop-
bank of the Jordan, he crossed into thexported grain, wine, wool and flax, andilations and so made little effort to
land of Canaan to Shechem neamported silk, iron and precious stones. impose their culture and religion over
Jerusalem. According to Josephus, It was at this time that the foundathem. Palestinian Jewry under the
Abraham was called "The Hebrew" intions of the synagogue were laid. Thélasmoneans, and Arsacid Parthia had a
reference to his ancestor Heber mersynagogue met the needs of the exiles #dmmon interest in the destruction of the
tioned in the Bible. The Hebrews appeamore than one sense. It was natural féseleucid Greek power.
again on the Mesopotamian scene overthose living near one another to meet on At the beginning of the present era
thousand years later, whenrthe days they did not work, the Sabbattthere were many conversions to Judaism
Nebuchadnezzar, the powerfulFestivals and Fast days. Without &ll overthe Middle East. In about 40 CE,
Babylonian King conquered theTemple, they could not sacrifice, butn northern Irag, the Royal Family and
Kingdom of Judah and capturecthey could sing songs which accompamany of the people of Adiabene became
Jerusalem in 597 BCE, and deportedied the sacrifices and which the scribedews. It is estimated that there may have
leading Jews to Babylon. After a rebelhad preserved. been as many as one million Jews around
lion by Judah, Jerusalem and the Temple In the meantime, the Jewish commuBabylonia at that time[]
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...However, when in the year 363 thaead the whole Torah over a three yeaf the academies of Sura and Pumbeditha
Roman Emperor Julian the Apostateycle instead of the Babylonian one yeaand one of the most significant functions

offered Babylonian Jewry to rebuild thecycle which has prevailed. of their heads, the Geonim, was answer-
temple in Jerusalem if they turned against Great academies also grew iring queries coming from Jewish commu-
their Persian rulers, they refused. Nehardea, Sura, and Pumbedita, andties near and far. These answers were

Parthian reinforcement saw the estalwhile people such as the great Hillel thgiven in Teshuboth, responsa. The ques-
lishment of a position called the RestBabylonian used to go to Jerusalem ttions touched on the whole range of law
Galuta which is Aramaic for Head of thestudy, the centre of gravity of Jewishand the plain meaning of a talmudic
Exiles, or Exilarch. The holder of thislearning gradually shifted to Babylon. Inphrase or the order of prayers, or points
position exercised government over alk19 CE Rav returned to Babylonia anaf dogma or history. The answers were
Babylonian Jewry and Jewry within theformed the Sura Academy. It was hereften read in public, in synagogues and
Parthian empire. The holders of the officéhat the Amoraim over many generationschools, with copies made and carried to
traced their lineage back through théabout three centuries) did their work t@ther communities. Subsequently a
male line to King David and they passeéxplain or complete the Mishna. Thewhole body of collected responsa litera-
the position within the family, mostly word Gemara is from the Aramaic wordiure evolved. Many of the remote com-
from father to son for 900 years. completion. munities of the diaspora survived on the

During the Parthian rule the Exilarch The Gemara exists in two versionsintellectual guidance coming from
had his own courts and prisons and cothe Jerusalem Talmud and thdabylonia. Many Geonim in the four cen-
lected taxes on behalf of his administraBabylonian Talmud, but it is theturies after the Muslim conquest had a
tion and the central government. Ther8abylonian Talmud that has had th@reat reputation throughout the Jewish
are even records of capital punishmergreatest influence on Judaism, as weaorld. One notable among them was
being meted out. This autonomy continknow it. This is partly because it wasSa'adia Gaon of Sura in the 10th Century
ued during Sassanian rule, though thi®cused more on issues important in thezho composed a Book of Seasons about
powers of the Exilarch were initially Diaspora, partly because the Babyloniathe Jewish calendar, an Arabic translation
severely restricted until the Jewish goveommunity governed itself and so theof the Bible for the common people, and
ernment accepted State Law on certaimles had a direct relevance, and alsa philosophical justification of Judaism.
matters such as land tenure and paymem¢cause this resulted in more polishing gknother notable Gaon was Samuel Ibn
of taxes, summarised by the principle ofhe work by repeatedly revisiting andAl-Dastur who also had a daughter who
dina de malchuta dina (secular law igxplaining difficult passages. Also thewas so learned that she taught the stu-
law) which remains a basic Jewish printyranny of Rome in Judea had preventedents, but had to do so from inside a
ciple even today. the completion of the Jerusalem Talmudbuilding through a window, so the stu-

Most of the fourth century saw Jewish In 641 CE the Muslims conquereddents below her could not see her.
persecution in Babylonia, with manyMesopotamia with the help of During the period of Geonim, and
killed, and children given to MazdeanBabylonian Jewry who had been sufferperhaps in part as a reaction to rabbinic
Priests. Jews were even forbidden to lightig from Masdakite religious fanaticism.talmudic Judaism, a sect of Judaism
Shabbath candles. When the SasaniaBsich great help was given to the Muslimsalled the Karaites based on a literal
embraced briefly the teachings oby the Jews that when the Muslims coninterpretation of the Bible (Karaim means
Mazdak which included the sharing ofquered Persia the two daughters of thgcripturalists) was started in the 8th cen-
property and women, the Exilarch MarShah were taken by the Caliph Omatury by Anan Ben-David, a wayward
Zutra Il expelled the Mazdakites in thewho married one and gave the other imlder brother who was passed over in the
year 513, and declared an independemarriage to the Exilarch Bustanaiposition of Exilarch in favour of his
state which lasted seven years, until hgluslims divided the world into two main younger brother. On challenging this he
was captured and killed in 520. domains; Dar Al-Islam (the domain ofwas sentenced to death, but in prison was

The idea grew among the Jews ofslam), and Dar Al-Harb (the domain ofadvised to offer a bribe and claim a new
Babylonia that knowledge was an imporwar) but in between they introduced theeligion that accepted a place for Jesus
tant acquisition. The ignoramus was to beoncept of Dar Al-Sulh (the domain ofand Mohammed and which had a differ-
despised, and a man’s standing in theonciliation) which belong to such peo-ent calendar. It gained many disciples
community began to depend not so mucples as Jews and Christians (the people o¥er the following centuries and was the
on family and wealth as on intellectuathe Book) called Dhimmis to whom tol-greatest threat that rabbinic Judaism had
endeavour and achievement. Young areration and protection was extended bgncountered for many centuries.
old became interested in acquirindgreaty, in return for protection money During the early years of Islam, the
knowledge. A young man was counselledalled Jezia. The life of the Jews ofxilarch as the temporal head of the
to sell if necessary all he possessed ®abylonia under Islam took a turn for thelewish community was shown great hon-
marry the daughter of a learned marbetter, partly because of the affinityour and respect by the Muslims. He
Gradually Jews experienced a kind obetween the two religions. would visit the Caliph every Thursday
cultural democracy. The synagogue had What is more, the very expansion ofvith a grand processional escort of Jews
eliminated the priestly intermediary, andhe Muslim empire and the establishmerand non-Jews, and a herald in front of
education made the Torah available to alin 762 CE of Baghdad as the capital ofiim would cry out; Make way before our
The Torah was read and explained othe Moslem world, and the seat of thé.ord, the son of David. He would kiss the
Shabbat, but since farmers lived som€aliphate, opened up extraordinanyaliph’s hand and the Caliph would rise
distance from synagogues, and could napportunities for commerce as well as foend place him on a throne beside him.
travel on Shabbat, portions of the Torathe extension of the influence of the Though the Jews’experience of Islam
were also read on market days, MondayBabylonian academies. was generally a very positive one they,
and Thursdays. In the Holy Land they As a result, one of the main activitiedike all non-Muslims, did suffer(]
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...when their rulers were of a more fanatallow such an important and useful parf pro-axis government took power in the
ical disposition. Distinctive and unusualof his population to leave. He was warmspring of 1941 with army support, and
clothing to humiliate them was occasionly welcomed by Baghdad’'s small Jewistdenied British troops access to military
ally the order of the day, as well axommunity. The Ottomans were on théases in Iraq. When British forces came
restrictions of freedom for non-Muslims.whole very favourable to minoritiesin, this government fled, but the British
Also the Caliph Haroun el Rashid foughincluding the Jews, as they perceived th&tayed outside the capital for a few days
against the Khazars who had converted toain threat to their rule would come fromwhile the mob set upon the Jews. About
Judaism and when he met military setthe majority populations. 180 were killed and many more injured in
backs against them he took it out on the The Persians re-conquered Baghdaitie days before a curfew was imposed.
Jews of Irag. in 1623. Fifteen years later, Sultan Murad A lull of a few years occurred, but
Afghanistan today probably gives anV laid siege to it. On the night beforewith the establishment of the State of
insight into the occasional lurches tattack he wentin as a beggar to survey. Israel in 1948 and the poor showing of
fundamentalism that occurred from timehe evening, he knocked at a Jewish dodragi troops against it, the Jews found
to time. Decided that a full loaf would be a goodhemselves facing government victimisa-
Babylonian influence over otheromen, he got full loaf and accommodation and extortion with confiscation and
Jewish communities began to wane largd¢ion. The next day Murad capturedines following trumped-up charges. The
ly as a result of quarrels among MoslenBaghdad and later enquired what Mréew who left the country were required to
people themselves and the weakening &farizat, who had given him lodging,pay huge deposits, and many started to
the Caliphate. would want as a present. At her requedieave illegally across the mountains.
Baghdad ceased to be the centre diie growing Jewish community wereEventually the government introduced a
the Muslim world between the 10th andyiven a large piece of land to be used aslaw allowing Jews to leave on the surren-
12th Centuries, but disaster was taemetery. After the Revolution of 1958der of their nationality, and loss of their
strike with the conquest of the MongolsPresident Qassem appropriated the cemassets. It was declared that there was to
In 1258 Hulagu, the grandson oftery to build the highest tower in thebe an exchange of populations with
Genghis Khan stormed the city. Thevorld. He paid no compensation as th@alestinian refugees who were to occupy
majority of Baghdad’s inhabitants ofcommunity had forgotten to register itsvacated Jewish houses. Two bombs went
over 800,000 people (some say as higbwnership in 1930. off, one among Jewish people and anoth-
as two million) including the Caliph and  However later Sultans let power sliper in a synagogue. As a result when the
his family was slaughtered and the citypack to the local Pashas under whom theassive airlift to Israel, known as
given over to plunder and flames, afot of the Jews deteriorated. EmigratiofOperation Ezra and Nehemia, took place
was the Mongol way took its toll, and during the 18th and 19thn 1951, most of the Jews in Iraq got out
Some accounts suggest that mangenturies plagues of fearful dimensionwith little more than the clothes they
Jews and other Dhimmis were sparedeft the yeshivot half empty, the rabbinatevere wearing. By 1952 over 130,000 had
and thirty years later a Jew called Sa’adrippled and the community muchleft and only 6,000 remained. Since then
Al-Dawla was made Governor of Irag.reduced. The result was the population gfiost of those have also left by one means
Three years later he was assassinated ddaghdad is not likely to have grownor another so that today, apart from about
the mob turned the Jewish Quarter ofuch in the past five centuries. Indeethirty very old Jews, no-one remains from
Baghdad into a scene of murder and plurthe Jewish population of the area ofhe community that had flourished for
der. However two years later an econonBabylonia in 1950 was about the same dbousands of years.
ic crisis compelled the regime to turn tat was 2,500 years earlier at the time Today the Babylonian Jewish com-
another Jewish physician financier fowhen Koresh conquered Babylon. This isnunity is roughly estimated at about
help. Rashid Al-Dawla’s position as min-despite having been many times larger 800,000 worldwide, out of which about
ister lasted for two decades but when hisertain intervening periods. 280,000 are living in Israel. Outside
master died he was accused by his ene- In 1917 the British entered Baghdadsrael there are about 25,000, mainly in
mies of having poisoned him, and wasvhere the Jews of the district now numthe US and UK.
executed in 1316. bered 80,000, among a population of Babylonian Jewish children were
In 1401 Tamerlane, the last and grea00,000). The Jews were soon concerngdught at an early age to memorise as
est of the Mongols, congquered Baghdabecause the British intended to give thewch of their family tree as possible — at
again with great loss of life includingArabs independence. They feared dideast to a well-known ancestor, who
Jewish lives. The Mongol occupation ofcrimination. Despite assurances from th@ould remain a landmark for several gen-
Iraqg brought about the downfall ofBritish who appointed the Emir Faisal agrations that followed him.
Babylonian Jewry as a force in the Jewisthe first King of Irag, their minority posi-  The Bible’s emphasis on genealogy
world. tion gradually resulted in handicapsvas to do with protecting land titles.
After turbulent times and a successiomwhich got worse when Faisal's son, Community positions, which once
of rulers, the Ottoman Sultan, Salim th&shazi, took over. He was more stridentlyattained, were often held for life, featured
Savage, took much of Mesapotamia imationalist, and less of a statesmarin names. The President of a congregation
1516, and in 1534 the greatest Ottomatynder the influence of Nazi propagandayas called Hazzan from Hazzanu
Sulaiman the Magnificent, enteredlews began to find access to governmefféovernor), and that title became a sur-
Baghdad accompanied by a number gbbs and institutes of higher learninghame for the person and for following gen-
Jewish scholars and physicians. He is thestricted to them. Zionist activity abroaderations of the family. The Treasurer was
one who encouraged Sephardi Jewsvas creating a growing nationalist backknown as the Gubbay, and the Secretary
recently expelled from Spain to settle ifash at home, and Jews found themselv#gs known as the Shamash. A number of
his empire. He would ask how the Kinghaving to make numerous declarations dfaqgi Jewish families bear the names
of Spain could call himself wise andloyalty to deal with mounting hostilities. Hazzan, Gubbay and Shamash.
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...Other surnames referred to places d@daghdadi Haggada which includes the i
origin e.g. Shirazi, Karkukli, Hillawi, translation in Arabic which used to be Regardlng Hakham

Mandelawi, Basri, etc. or the professiorsung in full as part of the Seder, with the  SHhim’on Aghassi
e.g. Haddad (Blacksmith), ShohefArabic written only in Hebrew charac-
(Slaughterer), Kateb (Writer=Sofer),ters. (Issue 73)
Baqgqgal (Grocer) and Saatchi (Watch The Babylonian Jewry Museum in th .
repairer), or pedigree e.g. Cohen, Lawiown of Or Yehuda near Tel Aviv featureiby Edward Yamen - Milan
Nasi, Hakham or Siddiq. a reproduction of an alleyway in the T Th
However surnames were not used fakewish Quarter of Baghdad around 10 wmu‘:'ﬂﬁnm'ﬂlmw
much of the time until recently. Insteadyears ago. It also houses temporary ar g -
we used a pattern of first names with onpermanent exhibits and hosts education
or two distinguishing names threadingactivities, symposia for artists, etc.
the line. There are associations in Israel o
Families confined themselves to onlygroups of Iraqi origin, for example the
a few names which were then repeated isssociation of Jewish Academics from
different patterns. Secondary branchelsaq which have published many book:
established new patterns. including a dictionary of the distinctive
Unfortunately most of the ancientJudeo-Arabic dialect of Iraq. Apart from
records of our community disappeared idistinctive traditions and a distinctive
the constant warfare that plagued thatialect, Iraqi Jews used their own charac
region. Perhaps genetic analysis in thiristic Hebrew scripte
coming years will reveal again some
knowledge of general genealogical pat——— s
terns.
In the last three centuries, extensive The H”da Sofaer
records were made and are still available.
Useful sources of information have been Centre
for example the military tax that was
levied by the Ottomans from the Jews

and which was fully recorded. Some famEinburgh House, our own Spanisk Hakham Shim’on Aghassi Z'L

ilies can date their family tree back to th and Portuguese Residential Carc

17th Century. My own family records go ome for the elderly, is a regis-

back to around 1700. At that time thergered charity which was established inf] take pleasure in sending you herewith
was a massive death toll in Baghdad from747 and is one of the oldest Jewish charI a valuable picture which | treasured
one of the plagues that decimated thigies in the UK. It provides accommoda- 0 for scores of years now, of the late
population in that period. New rabbistion and care for Jewish men and womerRabbi and which | find as a necessary
were brought in, often from Aleppo. My with facilities for religious observance.complement to the article.

father once came across a person iThe current building, situated in

; ; ; Pictures of those who are not any-
Lond_on who looked |dent|cal_to 2 closawembley, was opened in November 1977more with us are fundamental for th{e
relative of ours. He asked him his surafter many years of heavy use it requ"e%ake of recognition. appreciation and

name which turned out to be Dankerupgrading and refurbishment, to e”ablﬁjentification
very 9'059 to Dangoor. The name appacontinuing the provision of the best possil—t goes Witho.ut saying that the picture of
ently is carried by a number of Jewishple levels of comfort and service, whichy =5 bbi illustrates in a very clear way a

people from a town in Latvia which wasthe residents, families, carers, volunteer A -
called Dankera, now called Gostini. Sand staff alike so richly deserve. fhan of significance and genuinenees.

erhaps our family came to Baghdad
?rom Sppain via Latv)i/a and Aleppo 9 The construction work commenced in———— [

Efforts are made to preserve the histoggz :gar%tzgg% nac;[e?j E?/Stthgfggo{/,é%?ﬁoe%(t).clf
ry and traditions of Babylonian Jewr i
tc))/day. My father createdya Foundatig/rlihe local authorities and therefore ai The Mary Nathaniel

called The Exilarch's Foundation to keefgPP€al to provide the funds was made i Golden Hall of Friendship
. - . Trusts, Foundations and members of th
alive many traditions of the community. ’ ;
He hagbeen publishing a magazin)cla stpanish and Portuguese Jews commur he Mary Nathaniel Golden Hall of
Babylonian Jewry for thirty years with ty, who gave significant support, and the Friendship, ~The = Jerusalem

o g alance was pledged by Elias Sofaer ar Foundation and the YMCA have

the world. It covers a vast range of th ; ;
culture of our communit fromghistor Hilda, whose untimely death shocked thfium at the YMCA, Jerusalem, in the
y Y Community. presence of the representatives of the

and family trees to poetry and literature, i - _maior donors and Mr Teddv Kolleck
politics and current affairs, cookery and The whole complex therefore is beinc™M y '

familiar proverbs. named The Hilda Sofaer Centre and con A concert was performed in the Mary

The Scribe is now available on thePtises the refurbished Edinburgh Hous Nathaniel Golden Hall of Friendship in
internet at scribel.com plus additional bedrooms and facilities a:pey memory#

The Exilarch's Foundation has alsoV€!l @S @ conservatory and a new physic
published a number of editions of the€rapy rooms
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Two outstanding cousins Israel, the Vatican
by Saeed Bershan and Anti-Semitism

BA Commerce & Economics From Clemens N Nathan

‘-.._U| lﬁ =" I approachable. | can cite many instances _ _ _
-' T . of his kindness, to me and to others. Hi1 srael asked the Vatican's "immediate

| intervention" in stopping the rising inci-

dents of anti-semitism around the world.

excellent education is reflected in his
| expert writing on many topics: politics

II (he has flrst-plass and intimate knowl- | 5 October, Israeli Secretary
edge of our history and has often arguégis;hak Herzog asked the Holy See,
them with high and mighty), religious archpishop Pietro Sambi, apostolic nun-
' tractates, philosophy and science. That i, g |srael, to confront the recent wave
, [ | not surprising when you realise the snti-Semitic attacks.

’ breadth of his travels and experiences, his  a statement from Herzog's office said
great family tree and the extent of his phig,e conversation followed a special Israeli
lanthropy, both here and abroad. He haSpinet meeting held a day earlier on the
been one of the unique Iragi Jews WhQpiect of the attacks. Herzog, who also is
have made it his business to meet 0" Secretary of the Committee Against
everywhere, as well as the Royal familyynti_semitism and Chairman of the govern-
~ and, along with his wife, been pho-nents Inter-Faith Dialogue Forum, stressed

tographed with every ‘who's who’ you the importance of taking a "clear and
Lo can imagine. . . . e
: ) .. unequivocal stand against anti-Semitism".
He was |n.strumentaI. in foundlng'ln Herzog referred to the 1994 agree-
I feel very blessed and humble to b1969 The Iragi Community Centre whichy,ant signed by Israel and the Vatican

-

Saeed Bershaﬁ

able to claim two outstanding individ- as proved crucial in bringing togethereqarding the curbing of anti-Semitism.

: successive generations of our dispersgg);| vatican-Israeli diplomatic relations
uals among my close relatives. I'e[:ommunity. One of his greatest contribUyere established in 19p94_

fions to the.lraqi 'Jews all over the w'orld "The Holy See should take a leading role
was to publish, since 1971, "The Scribe;

in challenging the spread of anti-Semitism

o . fiIIin.g it vyith interestir)g articles and nos- 5.5und the world", Herzog said. "The Israeli
I will first mention my Uncle Meer talgic pictures, available to everyone{government sees its role as ensuring that

Basri, the author, editor, poet and historiwithout charge, never mind the effort andig,ys are not threatened or harmed because
an. For nigh 75 years now his reputatiothe expense. His far-sightedness and gegr eir religion and calls on the enlightened
as a scholar with a superb mastery of treyosity led him to establish Theqaiions to meet this challenge.”

Arabic language has brought him esteefaxilarch’s Charitable Foundation in order Archbishop Sambi declined to com-
in the foremost literary circles in Irag.to continue a paramount Babylonian traqz,ant on the conversation.

Indeed he has such an astute memory fdition and dignity. After the recent flare-up of Israeli-
events, dates and personalities, well- Because of him we acquired an orgapgjestinian violence, tensions ran high in
known authors continue to defer to him irio  testify to our common heritage.qgme European countries, especially
writing their books. His prolific powers Because of him we resuscitated OUgrance, where there is a significant Arab
are legendary as he continues to pedaghdadi and childhood memories, in thg,migrant population. Jewish worshippers
down articles, poems and books — both iprocess discovering a distinctive C“”“releaving their synagogues in France were
English and Arabic — he hasn't stoppedhanks to The Scribe various peoplgne target of stone-throwing, and attackers
since 1933 (he is 90 now). He is regardeldave begun to contribute even more. FQlt fire to several synagogues.

by the Iragi poets and men of culture agne man to have achieved all of this, he D

one of them. Here in London he stillmust deserve a righteous status evermore.

attends scholarly circles where he is feted As it happens, those two affable gen I realise that we must move with the

me share with you some insight into thei
lives. Both combine exemplary morals
with a high degree of intelligence.

by his friends the Arabs —indeed theylemen are first cousins in their own right § times and that the internet is now the
refer to him in a reverential manneras well as good friends, and | conclud B best form of communication, but The
(Istath), while his repertoire of books aremy letter by wishing them both contin- Scribe on the internet cannot replace the

still being sold all over the world. ued health and happiness. Would otpleasure of handling the magazine and
He has served the Community withcommunity ever produce such geniuseturning the pages and reminiscing about

honesty and benefited them in manypgain? | wish...+ one’s childhood and youth.

aspects without any personal remunera- o Would it be possible to publish it at an

tion. He has made many speeches ant———— — economic price like other publications?

written many articles in newspapers both

. Ray Sopher London

in Irag and London, and appeared o _ )

radio in both countries. Quote Scribe: A computer colour print-out
My other worthy relative is my sec- " can be sent to all interested readers by

ond cousin on my mother's side Forty is the old age of youth, sending a cheque for £10.00 (within the

Although a highly successful business Ay (SISl @F el age. UK) or US$20 (overseas) to The

man, Naim Dangoor has remained ver Victor Hugo | Exilarch’s Foundation, 4 Carlos Place,

Mayfair, London W1K 3AW, England
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The Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations

Dear Mr Dangoor sion of a Jewish child. Another worryingJewish "elder brothers".

development is the recent outburst by the From the liberal end of the Catholic

thought the enclosed article which th . oo : X ; X
I Centre for Jewish Christian Relationgzardmal Biffi, Archbishop of Bologna, spectrum there is a deafening silence. It

has sent out might be interesting fopoout a Muslim “invasion” of Europe. would be interesting to know what
your magazine. | am Chairman of the | fear that these events, whilst separat€ardinal Cassidy thinks about all this. The
Board of Trustees and we have done 'gPresent a concerted attempt to rever§®pe’s recent journey to Israel and the
great deal of work for improving Christianthe advanges that emerged from yatican IP..aIestinian Territorjes has demqnstrated
Jewish understanding at an academic levij such amtudes_prevall, the_y will causehis personal comm|tme|jt to religious tol-
in Cambridge. The Centre is very succes&ntold harm not jUS.t to relations betweeerancg and understaljdmg. Can the same
ful. We have today over 100 studentthe Roman Catholic Church and othebe said about the Curia?

studying Jewish Christian text and working-hurches but also with Judaism and, moreé The dialogue between Catholics and
together in a most harmonious manner. WOrTyingly, to relations with other major jews has deepened in recent years and the
religions, sharpening the anti-Christiane|ationship has matured. The desire to
Clemens N Nathan London fervour of some of their fundamentalists. create a sustained, positive relationship
ecent developments in the Roman For example, there has always been lzetween us, the willingness to engage in
RCathoIic Church are sending outension between Christianity and Islanauthentic dialogue from our long and
the wrong signals, and friends ofoecause of the latter's missionary emphaomplex history, and the ability to give
the Church are concerned. sis and Muslims are now more likely to(and receive) criticism is part of an ongo-
Of particular worry is the doctrine of thetake up a position of conflict. Anti- ing process (and should not simply be dis-
Faith's declaration, Dominus lesus: On th&hristian violence has in recent years branissed because it is a view which one
Unicity and Salvific Universality of Jesusken outin parts of Africa and Asia. This ispartner does not like).

and the Church. The outward purpose diot limited to Mgslim_ countries: even pear Clemens

this declaration is to offer a firm riposte tondia ((ja c;untry W'(:hcht'ft_ofy of torI]erance Thank you for your letter and enclosure
theologians who relativize the Christiaur?o""lc";Ir Sk e"]l’s an chr r.'S“a][‘S)I. as i‘?%ich will be considered for the next
faith and the Roman Catholic ChurchoutPreaks of anti-Christian feeling. This o o« 1o scribe.

However, it has been criticised by manyVas previously almost unheard of, and thé

involved in intra-faith as well as inter-faithCall for active missionary activity and .
dialogue, because the tone of the docgvangelising the religions of the worlgStep- As a matter of fact | believe the trend

ment is so grudging and because it repré¥ill surely increase the risk of a recurShould be in the opposite direction.

; ; Judaism has been regarded as the mother
sents a step in a concerted attempt to ovéRNCe of such explosions of feeling. ;

. ._religion of Christianity and Islam, but |
turn the dialogue of recent decades. Although Dominus lesus does not dis- 9 y

. ) . .pow believe that it is more correct to call
The tone of Dominus lesus fails toCUSS the Catholic-Jewish relations, i

_ carlv has important  implications all three religions as sister religions. There
reflect the deeper understanding that h&3eay P P ‘are elements both in Christianity and Islam

been achieved through dialogue over th@/daism is obviously non-Christian, yet it go far beyond the beginnings of our

last 30 years. IS no,t, a subset of "non-Christian reli- w00 oy religion and are all together on
ions" either. It is in its own category but

2 ~~equal basis regarding our relationship.
e ) . wonder how followers of other religions ="
churches criticised it as ecumemcaII)(IieW this document? How can CatholicdYaim

insensitive. It required the personal inter- volved in dialogue assert with integrity o

. ]
:’ﬁ:t'ggtor:j% pec‘:lor;gr'::ué\g;%et?n%iats';‘?ﬁat their dialogue partners are in a grave-
! u ' ly deficient situation?

improving ecumenical relations at a meet= o
ing with the World Alliance of Reformed This declaration is not, as some haw

i i suggested, a helpful line drawn in the
gfh?gcg]e”ﬁé\éwg%?iggg?ntoltglfsn;i:}?;;ssr;lgand. It may be that we are just witnessin rad, and I need street maps of Basrah and
The commitments of the Catholic ChurctfONServative figures in the Church bat-Baghdad. | would very much appreciate it
to ecumenical dialogue is irrevocable, hiing for the Pope’s ear during the twilight T you could tell me how | can get these
said in a welcome clarification. of this papacy; but some liberal Catholic™aps. | have not been able to get these
his declaration h d immegiheologians fear that something far more¢Maps in the USA. My email address is...
depressed friends of the Roman Cathohcplracy to overtun Vatican Il. 500 Manhattan Drive, B4, Boulder, CO
Church. Attempts to canonise Pius x|l OVer the last 40 years we have watche gy3y5 "\ 1o hhone number is ,
and the linking of beautification of Pius@d welcomed the more ecumenica, . 404 6193
IX with John XXIII have caused graVeapproach adopted by the Church: the CUIgaul Basri '
concern about what is going on in théent Pope, though a conservative, ha

Vatican. The pairing of these two Popes jtaken massive strides to heal the histori Reply:

clearly a balancing act between liberal§ft between Catholicism and Judaism. Wer o gy ionian Jewry Heritage Centre
and conservatives. For many of us, Pi3ave grown used to a Catholic Churctgs \\ gon porat Avenue

IX is remembered primarily for holding Which spoke of its "deep and mutualqy vep 4a 60261

out against modernity as well as acquies€€SPect” for its brothers and sisters ir |

ing in the kidnapping and forcible converOther Christian churches, let alone 'tsemail: babylon@babylonjewsra.il
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The Vatican’s declaration is a retrograde

No wonder an alliance of Protestan

Map of Baghdad and Basra

| am writing my memoirs of my life in




Consultative Council of  been adequately treated in existing instru- |nternational Standard

. . . ments, and the effectiveness of current .
Jewish Organisations i icmational machinery needs to be re- >e€fial Number (ISSN)

From: Chairman Clemens N Nathan ~ €xamined. | have assigned the following ISSN to:
The CCJO wishes to encourage aftne Scribe
he Consultative Council of Jewishinnovative and dynamic approach tqssn 1474-0230
I Organisations (CCJO) was estabh€se issues, and for this purpose inviteg shoyig be grateful if the ISSN could
lished as an NGO (non-govern-the submission of scholarly papers, 30t he _ printed in all issues of the serial,
mental organisation) at the United Nation40 Pages (double-spaced), on differen neferably on the top right-hand cor-
in 1946 by Jewish organisations frorn bot@SPECts of racism and racial discrimingser of the cover in the form given above,
sides of the Atlantic to encourage thdlon- The intention is not to promote any o nreceded by the letters ISSN with a
recognition of human rights for all peopld®@ticular agenda, but rather to stimulatgy spen separating the two halves of the
and to ensure the input of the Jewish ethfl€bate by presenting varied viewpoints. , mper - quoted in all promotional and
cal tradition in the development of interna- 1 he following topics are likely to be yescriptive material concerning the serial

tional human rights law. The CCJO's firs@Mong those to be addressed at the | should e it if aht b
President was Rene Cassin, a principdyorid Congress: should appreciate it if we might be

drafter of the UN Declaration of Human* Religious freedom ngffe:nsﬁlgﬁ/f rl;(i:r?cce)ftﬁ:;yrﬁz;nr?:c;ns;IS;{e
Rights, who was awarded the Nobel Peace The scope and limits of restitution o assigning of a new ISSN. | am able to
Prize in 1968 in recognition of his work — and compensation for victims of 55,6 numbers in advance of publication
for human rights as a jurist, academic and discrimination

tat The CCJO has b " once | know the new title and other infor-
statesman. the s been an actlye the treatment of racism and mation such as the proposed date of first
supporter of efforts to increase the effec-

tiveness of the UN’s human rights treaties discrimination by the UN system issue, the frequency and any relationship
and institutional mechanisms in the inter. D€velopments in the field of racism With other titles. Serials already in exis-
vening decades. From the 1940s to the and discrimination in European law tence can also be assigned ISSN on receipt
1970s it was involved in the creation of the (EY @nd Council of Europe) of either a sample copy of a recent issue or
United Nations human rights instruments; Racism and the internet photocopies of relevant pages, such as the

which form the basis of the UN’'s human  Refugees, internally displaced tile page, contents page, cover, (c.
rights activities today. The CCJO’s con- persons, asylum seekers

i isati Paul Bunn
stituent organisations at present are the Racism and the media Director. ISSN UK Centre
Anglo-Jewish Association, the Alliance RaCi d the criminal iusti Briteh L1ibrar K cent
Israelite  Universelle, the American’ H~aciSmand the criminaljustice y
Friends of the Alliance, and the Canadian system.
Friends of the Alliance. (]

As an NGO with special consultative
status at the United Nations (as well as
UNESCO) the CCJO participates i
Human Rights meetings, including the
Commission on Human Rights and th
Sub-Commission on the Promotion an
Protection of Human Rights. It closel
follows international human rights prob
lems and developments, and has take
particular interest in the establishment ¢
an international criminal court. Recen
CCJO briefings have been presented
various international bodies on subject
ranging from the conflicts in the forme
Yugoslavia to problems relating to laws
dealing with the migration of workers.

Criteria for Papers

The CCJO is currently developing ¢
new series of projects in furtherance of it
fundamental aims. One of these is in cor
nection with the World Conference The Chief Rabbipresented Mr Sasson with his latest book "Faith in the Future" inscribed:
against Rficism, Racial Discrimination T4 shaoul Sasson
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance t o o o
be held in South Africa in August 2001. In admiration of your courage — which is a source of inspiration to me and to the
Contemporary issues of racism and disJeWish people!

crimination are arising that may not havi  The apove photograph shows them together at the Chief Rabbi's hiome.

late him on his book in which Mr Sasson described his ordeals for one year in

Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks invited Mr Shaoul Sasson to his home to congratu-
the hands of the Iragi authorities.
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The Jews of Iraq
by Naim Dangoor

Congress Bulletin Montreal In exile, the formula was — let us pre-and set himself to make the Torah the
May-June 1971 serve the Torah so that the Torah will pregoverning force in Jewish Life. Seeing
serve us, a nation without a State of ite/hat happened to the Lost Ten Tribes,
ebrew Associations with Irag goown; and to hope that in time a Mashiyatkzra fixed Jewish priorities. Top priority
back to the time of Abraham whowill appear who will lead us back to theis the preservation of the Torah. Second
left Ur for Canaan by divine Promised Land. In 539 BCE the Persiapriority — the survival of the Jewish peo-
command around 1800 BCE because @fing Koresh, Cyrus the Great, who isple and third priority — the establishment
religious intolerance. Both Isaac anthamed in the Bible as Mashiyah, defeaif a Jewish State. He was in a real sense
Jacob took wives from the old countryed Babylon and offered to repatriate théhe true founder of traditional Judaism
and eleven of Jacob’s twelve childreniberated Jews. But only 40,000 returneffom which also emerged Christianity
were born in Irag. — the rest, about 80,000, encouraged tand Islam. It is said of Ezra that if the
The Jews appear again on the scefilde Persians, stayed on to prosper in thrah was not given to Moses, he would
when, twelve centuries later, in 597 BCEch land of the rivers, astride the mairhave been worthy to receive it. Centuries
King Yehoyachin and 18,000 of the leaglrade routes between East and West.  later, Hillel too went up from Babylon to
ing citizens of Judah were brought cap- BY the Rivers of Babylon, there weJerusqum. He was the first of the
tive to Babylon. The people of Judah hadecided to stay; we also wept when w&annaim who (_establlshed the Oral Torah
been in two minds regarding foreign p0|_rememb¢red Zion." (M|shnah)._ His youngest and most
icy. The Hawks wanted to defend their TNe aim of the Persians was to createfamous disciple was Yohanan Ben
country’s independence. The Doves, |eQuffer State. In Babylon, this JewishZakkai, the founder of the Yavneh
by the prophet Jeremiah, wanted to comuffer State retained its importance on andcademy. This became the centre of
to terms with the moderate KingOﬁ for over 1,000 years. For example, irdewish life and thought after the national
Nebuchadnezzar. the year 363 CE the Roman Emperatdisaster and destruction of the Second
Eleven years afterwardsJulian, who renounced Christianity, vainlyTemple in 70 CE.
Nebuchadnezzar came and razelied towin over to his side the Babylonian At the beginning of the present com-
Jerusalem to the ground, killed or dis@nd Mesopotamian Jewries in preparatiomon era there were many conversions to
persed the 4million inhabitants and toolef his contemplated invasion of Persia. Hdudaism all over the Middle East. In
back with him 100,000 able-bodied menvrote to them, "When | have successfullNorthern Irag, the Royal Family and
to dredge the silting irrigation canals oconcluded the War with Persia | willmany of the people of Adiabene became
Babylonia, which is Southern |raq,rebuild with my own efforts the sacred cityJews. It is said that Jews at that time con-
Northern Irag, which depends on rainwa0f Jerusalem that you may glorify the mosstituted 20% both of the Persian as well
ter, is usually referred to as Mesopotamié!igh God therein." But the communityas the Roman Empires. But after the fall
(The Jewish people have not recoverg@mained loyal to Persia. This loyalty hadf Jerusalem it was the Christians who
from that disaster). been a major factor in the disastrougmade converts in the frontier territories of
Jeremiah had really very little interestewish war with Rome which ended wittMesopotamia. The earliest converts were
in politics but he had a grand vision othe destruction of the Second Temple. Jews.. But wherever Rabbinical influence
establishing God’s Kingdom on Earth. It is interesting to observe here that invas strong among the local community
Nebuchadnezzar offered him safe pad971 Iran celebrated the 2500th annivems in Babylonia, there Christianity (and
sage to Babylon but he was not willing tary, a Jubilee of Jubilees, of Cyrus'ater, Islam) made little progress among
face the bitter exiles. However, he serfempire. As Israel was not going to belews. Iraq remained within the Persian
them the following message whichrepresented | offered to the IraniarfEmpire for 1,000 years. Babylonia, cov-
became in a way the charter of the Jewidhmbassy to lead a delegation of Iragering Central Irag, became practically an
Diaspora: "these are the words of thdews to Persepolis to pay homage to thaitonomous Jewish State headed by a
Lord of Host, the God of Israel: to all thememory of Cyrus and his enlightened antiereditary Exilarch (Resh Galutha)
exiles whom | have carried off fromtolerant rule. Teheran found it difficult todescended from King Yehoyachin. The
Jerusalem to Babylon: build houses andrrange this at short notice and we werexilarch had his courts and prisons and
live in them; plant gardens and eat theiinvited instead to the reception at theollected taxes, half of which went to
produce; marry wives and beget sons arfsavoy Hotel which was attended by th&entral Government.
daughters... and seek the welfare of th@iplomatic Corps and other distinguished At one time Babylonian Jewry num-
City to which | have carried you off andguests including members of the goverrbered over one million and may have
pray to the Lord for it, for in its peace youment, when | and twenty members of theonstituted the majority of the popula-
will have peace". In Babylon thecommunity delivered to the Ambassadotion. When the Temple was in existence
Diaspora became a way of life. an illuminated scroll to commemorate théhey sent every year, about the time of
(In time the Babylonians came to treabccasion. The Shah later expressed h#uccoth, rich presents to Jerusalem in
their exiles well and the latter graduallyappreciation and thanks. convoys, sometimes consisting of 30,000
took the position rather of colonists than of The Babylonian Ezra gave Judaisnarmed pilgrims. It was ruled at that time
captives. Lands were allotted to them anthe decisive impulse that eventually prothat the prayer for rain should not be
they grew to love and own the soil theyduced the Pharisaic Movement and theecited until 15 days after the conclusion
cultivated, some of which has remained inabbinical system. He changed th&f Succoth to allow the pilgrims to return.
Jewish ownership until modern times). Hebrew alphabet, started the synagoguhe Babylonian Diaspora retained
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...its paramount importance from the 6th  After the Great War the Jews of Irac
Century BCE to the 13th Century CE — avere betrayed first by the Allies who
period of nearly 2,000 years. Its commuhanded over the country to Arab rule an
nal constitution, which served as a moddhen by the Arabs who, in a short time
to the whole Jewish people, was largelproceeded to discriminate against th 4
maintained until recent times. other national groups — the Kurds, Jew: '
"During our stay in Babylon we madeAssyrians, etc.
ourselves thoroughly at home. As the For centuries the Treasury of Iraq wa I‘
Talmud records." in Jewish hands. Under Ottoman rule th
Indeed Babylonia became practicalhhead of the community was ex-officio
the Jewish Fatherland. Here were estaliteasurer (Sarraf Bashi) of the country
lished the famous vast academies dFhis tradition was continued in the earl
Nehardea, Sura and Pumbaditha whicyears of modern Irag when Sir Sassoit
later served as prototypes for the firsHeskel held the Finance Ministry in sevi
European Universities of the 12th centueral governments. In the 1920’s and 30§
ry. The Babylonian Talmud took 300over 50% of the trade and finance was i
years to develop in complete freedom andewish hands but by the 50’s this ha
was completed in 499. In its 2.5 milliondropped to less than 10%. From 182
words the Talmud touches on everyragi Jews spread out to India, Australis
aspect of life. For instance, it discussethe Far East and Europe. The Rashid A
whether a person who is walking on g@ogrom of 1941 decided the communitt Remembered by a friend
moving platform that is going in thethat there was no future in Irag. In the D

The Late David Bershanpour

avid Bershanpour was born in
Baghdad in 1918. He was a man
of immense charm, charisma and
a sense of humour. In England | got to
know him well and found him, in the
words of Rabbis, a man who loved peace
and pursued it. He always provided me
with advice in many different aspects of
my work and his advice was sought after,
since it was always sound.

opposite direction would be breaking thénass emigration of 1950/51 Aliya Ezre
Sabbath if his position relative to theand Nehemia and thereafter the majorit
ground remained the same. Einsteifeft for Israel but the better-off went to
admits that this gave him the idea for hi§urope and America where there now ai
theory of relativity. about 40,000, of whom about 7,000 are i
Towards the end of Persian rulghe UK, including our brethren from
Mazdakite fanatics made life unbearabléndia who have faithfully kept to the
for the Jews who, in time, invited andBaghdadian tradition.
gave decisive help to the Moslem con- The fact that our community was

quest of Iraq and indeed of other parts dfivided in this way does not relieve us o
the Middle East. our responsibilities towards the need He came to be highly respected in our

Under the Caliphs of Baghdad thevho ended up mainly in Israel. community, and he always showed
Jews paid a head tax and enjoyed reli- It is a pity that Israel does not makerespect for others.
gious and communal freedom. Thdull use of the fact that thirty years agc
authority of the Exilarch extended, as ithere was an exchange of populations
Persian times, to all parts of the Empiréhe 800,000 Palestinian Arabs who lef
and this office lasted until the 14thisrael and the 800,000 Jews from Ara
Century. Thereafter the community wagountries who came to Israel. While
headed by a local Nasi who, until recenisrael absorbed its refugees, Arab cout
times, was also always of the Davididries deliberately kept theirs in camps t

line. He was assisted by a Hakham. 1Re used as a lever against Israel. _
1849 both positions were united in a Although the Jews arrive in Israel a2 We mourn a good friend who went

When an individual honours another it
ennobles the giver more than the receiv-
er. But above all else, his family meant a
tremendous amount to him and he was
the much loved husband of Louise and a
loving father, and grandfather to Rhonda,
Lydia, David and Daniel.

Hakham Bashi (Chief Rabbi). Olim, they leave the Arab countriesthrough life helping many peopde.
To establish a Jewish Middle class irmostly under duress.

Europe Charlemagne had asked Harun al- (I I

Rashid to send Jewish teachers. These

came with Rabbi Machir who was giver Pharaoh and Kings

by Charlemagne a Princedom ir

Narbonne and was known as King of th avid Rohl has personally seen to it that we have 6 of his colleagues and co-
Jews. With the fall of Sa’ad Addawla, the Dauthors with us — including major contributors to his 2 books, "Pharachs &
Jewish Chancellor of the Mogul Empire Kings", and "Legend". In addition to Egypt, we are also looking at Mesopotamia,

the Jews suffered terribly at the hands (Assyria and of course interesting subjects such as Santorini and Petroglyphs!
the populace in the pogrom of 1291 an

many were forced to embrace Islam,
process which was repeated on sever

David Rohl is an Egyptologist, but as he works on the Timeline for ancient Egypt, the Old
Testament cities and characters in the Bible really come to life more than ever before! (His
occasions in Iraq and Persia. first book, "Pharaohs & Kings" covers the time period of King David and King Solomon

Jewish fortunes started to improveand works back through time, with Moses & Joseph. David’s second book, "Legend:
after the Ottoman re-conquest of 163¢CGenesis of Civilisation”, covers the flood, and works back to the Garden of Eden).

whose army included many Jewish offi- | hope you will consider joining us — at least | want you to know that you are imvited
cers and men. (Some sources s¢
10,000 Jewish officers and men out of
total army of 100,000). http://www.egroups.com/ground/NewChronology
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