64 Pages| The S C R, B E e

JOURNAL OF BABYLONIAN JEWRY (UK f:;:’ fl’i‘:"“:; :Jz $100,
PUBLISHED BY THE EXILARCH'S FOUNDATION Lm0

No. 67 APRIL 1997 Est. 1971

A Happy Passover to all our Readers and Friends

¥

Last February, Israel President Ezer Weizman paid a long-awaited three-day State Visit to London
at the invitation of the Queen. The above picture shows President Weizman and his London born wife
Reuma with Queen Elizabeth, the Duke of Edinburgh and the Queen Mother, who is still active at 97.

Britain, who had been entrusted with establishing a National Home for the Jews, was the last
country to recognise the State of Israel. Likewise, it took the Queen 49 years before inviting the Head
of the State of Israel for an official visit, while Arab Kings and Princes were coming and going all
the time.

President Weizman’s short stay was crammed with visits and activities: A State Banquet for 200
at Buckingham Palace; a visit to the Imperial War Museum, where a 14 million section on the
Holocaust is being organised; the unveiling of a statue of Wallenberg, the Swedish Diplomat who had
helped saving 100,000 Hungarian Jews during the war by issuing them with Swedish passports; a
historic visit to the Sephardi Bevis Marks Synagogue, the oldest in Britain; a meeting with the leaders
of British Jewry; a visit to the Geniza Museum at Cambridge University and finally a Dinner given
by the President at Spencer House on the eve of his departure which was attended by the Queen and
many more distinguished guests.

President Wiezman said of his three-days stay, “it seems like 30 days.” On the delay in receiving
a formal invitation he said, philosophically, “better late than never.”®



The Scriptures of Abraham

by: Naim Dangoor

When I was eight years old, [ asked my grandfather, Hakham Ezra
Dangoor (whe had just been elected as Chief Rabbi of Baghdad) ~1 asked
him whether gur Patriarch Abraham (Abraham Abinu) had kept the
Sabbath! It was a startling question, coming as it did {rom a little child,
and it was entirely my owi.

Jewish life in Baghdad centred around Sabbath observance. Qur
Community of over 100,000 lived in a Jewish Quarter. It was for

convenience and not a ghetto, Qur 40 synagogues were all within an easy

walking distance, and we did not have to erect poles and join them with
nylon wires to create an Eruv. All our neighbours were Jows.,

As I escorted my clderly grandfather to the Great Synagogue of the
Exilarch (ol which he remained dean and trustee for 33 years) my thoughts
were not of toys and amusements. My ambition was to look after that
ancient House of God and maintain it in prime condition.

So, did Abraham observe the Sabbath?

My young mind reasoned that, if the entire Torah was given to Moses
at Sinai, then Abraham, who lived 500 years earlier, could nothave known
of this, and, if so, why is he given such a place of honour in our liturgy?
In our Daily Prayer, Abraham, [saac and Jacob are mentioned but Moses
not even once. The Patriarchs were treated as Royalty, and Moses only as
a loyal Prime Minister. Moreover, at a banguei he gave, Abraham did not
separate fleischik from milkish, although this was not a Biblical but a
Rabbinic injunction and, in any case, he brought the milk before the meat,

So, did Abraham keep the Sabbath?

Qur Rabbis did not overlook this conundrum, and explained that
Abraham, who was very close to God, was given a preview of the Torah!
this presupposes that the Torah existed before Moses and Sinai. There
should be no difficulty in accepting this premise, for, il the Torah is 2
reflection of Divine Wisdom, then if existed at the time of the Creation,
and, in fact, even before the creation of the universe, for it was in wisdom
that God created the cosmos.

My grandfather’s answer was, likewise that Abraham was msplred to
keep the Commandments.

Now thatlam over 80, I can answer my childhood question by saying,
without resorting to miraculous explanation, that Abraham did keep the
Sabbath, for many of the traditions of Judaism were handed down from
very early days.

Some 9000 years ago, a great event happened that started our present
Civilisation. It was the discovery ol wild wheat in the Garden of Aden, and
the Agricultural Revolution that followed, Whereas people were hunters
and gatherers before, requiring only occasional work, now they had to
work regularly and toil to work the land and irrigate it: “By the sweat of
thy brow thou shalt cat bread.” Hard work needs rest, and it was Adam or
his immediate successors who instituted the weekly day of rest. The
Sabbath was meant to give us a taste of Gan Eden where life was easier,
The murder of Abel, the old time hunter, by his brother Cain, the new time
farmer, is meant to illustrate the complete triumph of the Agricultural
Revolution as the start of our present civilisation.

When Abraham who was an accomplished scientist, astronomer and
mathematician, went down to Egypt, he wanted to learn their method of
writing. Abraham was looking for a simple method of writing, simple
enough for his roving tribe to record the stories and traditions handed
down of Adam and the Garden of Eden, of Noah and the Flood and of his
own encounters with God. He found the system of his native Ur too
ciumsy so he went to Egypt to look at their system, and laughed at the
stupidity of thc Egyptians and their pictorial hieroglyphics. He then
devised a simple alphabet of 16 phonetic consonants, which later grew to

22. Mankind developed speech long belore there was any need to write

down their ideas. The breakthrough came when Abraham connected
writing with speech rather than with the mental picture of the object or
action involved. A person maybe illiterate, in that he cannot read or write,
but he may still be & good speaker. This enabled him to write down what
[ cail the scriptures of Abraham. The Koran pointedly refers to the
scripturcs of Abraham and the scriptures of Moses. Both were incorporated
inpur Bible. Abraham’salphabetis the only alphabet invented throughout
history. No other alphabet was invented belore or since. All the alphabets
of the world were derived from it.

The creation of the world in six days may be takcn as referring to the
wark done in Heaven. the excoution of God's plan has taken billions of
years.

See article on page 4: The Fourth Commandment®
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ABRAHAM RE-DISCOVERS GOD
From: “The Greatest Book Ever Written
by: Fulton Cursler

“In the midst of a world of heedless people Abraham was born in Ur,
and his name and deeds were never to be forgotien.

“As withmost great souls, Abraham seemed to have no idea that he was
important to God or his fellow man. Nordid he dream that he was one day
to be pul to a supreme test, reaching a height of decision without parallel
before or since and thereby uncovering one of the great secrets of life and
death, for those who have the discernment to grasp its meaning.

"At no time did Abraham realise that he was one of the heroes of
history. It was natural for him to deal with men today so that he would not
fear to meet them tomorrow. Yet from earliest youth he was despised
among his neighbours, because while grey-bearded Terah, his father, and
his two uncles gave themselves to other gods, Abraham believed the
history of Eden, keptto old ways, rejected false worship, remembering the
creator of Adam and Eve, the tales of lost felicity in the garden and the
terrible experience of Noah. Terah was a direct descendant of the ark
builder, and from one generation to another the family had passed on the
traditions of the deluge, the drowning of many, the saving of the few, the
bird with the green olive branch in its bill, the rainbow of heavenly
promise in the sky. To the God of these events the son of apostate Terah,
Abraham, gave his worship.

“But the people in Ur of the Chaldees — a Babylonian city of the west
bank of the Euphrates north-east of the Persian Gulf — had no use for a
stern deity; they wanted an easy old duffer of a god who would let men and
women do as they well pleased, so long as they brought flattery to the altar
and baked sweetmeats to the priests; more they wanted a war god and a
moncy god to bring victory to their swords and spears and gold to their
caravans,

“ The old true God of Abraham ruled the hearts of His people with
strictness, rules, disciplines, punishments. So the people of Ur felt that
anyone who would prefer the old God to the accommodating new ones
must be mad,

“Even Terah had not continued to worship the Lord God. When his

little son was born he called him Abram, which meant “the father on high,”

Somehow as the child grew, he gathered the whole story of the past and
recognised its truth. It was then nine generations since Noah, and Terah
told Abram how he was descended through Heber, From that name would
one day derive the word “Hebrews.”

“It was not easy to grow up comfortably as a pious lover of God in Ur,
which was a city passionately devoted to trade and pleasure. The poor
were urged to work by the whips of overseers, while therich rode in gilded
chariots; but, poor or rich, the people drank and bedded and gambled,
whilg in palaces and in caravanserais musicians played on golden harps,
crowned with bulls’ heads; ornamented with lapis lazuli.

“By the time Abram reached manhood it was no longer safe for him to
remain in Ur. The people hated him forhis faith. There is a legend that one
of those who made life miserable for Abram was Nimrod, Religious
persecution isnot a new cruelty; the greathunter wanted the youth to bow
down to Ur's principal god, whose name was Sin.

“In Haran Abram rcceived the Divine command: *Go forth out ol your
country and from your kindred and out of your father’s house and come
into the land which Ishall show you. And [ will make of you a great nation
and Twill bless you and magnify your name and you shall be blessed. [ will
bless them that bless you and curse thern that curse you and in you shall
all the kindred of the carth be blessed.”

HEBREW ORIGINS

What are the origins of the Hebrews? Were wc Egyptians, Canaanites or
what? We certainly did not descend from Mars! Abraham, who is regarded
as the titular head of the Hebrew Nation, and who migrated from across the
Euphrates valley, is referred to in Gen, XIV: 13 as “Abraham the Hebrew,”
Butthisis not the origin of the name “Hebrews” {IBR1} in the passage is used
as an appelative and not as 2 proper name. In fact, the scptuagint renders it
as “Abraham the passcnger,” upto the present day, the word “IBRI” is uscd
colloquially in Iraq to mean “‘passenger, traveller, passer by.”

The name Hebrew derives from Abraham’s ancestor, Heber (EBER,
hence IBRI) Gen. X: 21 calls Shem the father of all the Children of Heber
(ie., the Hebrews) in a history long belore Abraham travelled from across
the Euphrates valley. “God’s command to Abraham to depart from your
land, from your birthplace, and from your father's house”, did not only
indicate the trauma of migration, but also to stress that Mesopotamia was
indeed our domicile of origin, where the children of Heber lived.



Abrahs_lm Sacrifice of Isaac by Guiseppe Maria Mitelli, after Titian®

THE AQEDA

Some Blble scholars find it difficult to accept the dramatised version
of the story of the Ageda which is a central theme in Judaism given in
Genesis 22, as well as in Islam.

Could Geod who abhorred the pagan practices for the inhabitants of
Canaan, who sacrificed children to their deities, ask Abraham to do the
sarme? '

An alternative scenario may be as follows: As Abraham comes out of
the Hebron sheep market one day, he is met by some Canaanite chiefs who
greet him and say, “Hey Abraham: We understand that you don’t care for
our deities and that you worship the God of Heaven whom noone has seen,
If you are devoted to your God as we are to ours, then show us if you will
sacrifice your son to Him, as we do ourselves,”

Abraham staged the Adeda to satisfy his critics and to end up by telling
them that at the last moment God gave him a reprieve,

There are loopholes in the Bible stery that point in that direction,
Abraham’s statement to his son Isaac “God will provide himself a lamb
tor a burnt-offering my son”, Genesis: XXII:8 gives the game away!

ABRAHAM FROM: ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS
by: Josephus — The First Century
Jewish General and Historian

Abraham was determined to renew and change the opinion ali men
happened then tohave cancerning God; Tor he was the first that ventured
to publish this notion.

This his opinion was derived from the irregular phenomena that were
visible both at {and and sea, as well as those that happen to the sun and
moon, and all the heavenly bodics, thus:- “If {said he) these bodies had
power of their own, they would certainly take care of their own regular
motions; but since they do not preserve such regularity, they make it
plain, that in so lar as they co-operate to our advantage, they do it not
of their own abilitics, but as they are subservient to Him that commands
them; to whom alone we ought justiy to offer our honour and thanksgiving.
For which doctrines, when the Chaldeans and other people of
Mcsopotamia raised a tumult against him, he thought fit to lcave that
country; and at the command, and by the assistance of God, he came and
lived in the land of Canaan. And when he was there settled, he built an
aitar, and performed a sacrifice to God.

Abrabam reigned at Damascus, being a foreignér, who came with an
army out of the {and above Babylon, called the land of the Chaldeans,
But after a Jong time he got him up, and removed {rom that country also
with his people, and went into the land then called the land-of Canaan,
but now the land of Judea, and this when his posterlty were become a
muititude.

Now after this, when a famine had invaded the land of Canaan and
Abram had discovered that the Egyptians were ina flourishing condition,
he was disposed to go down to them both to partake of the plenty they
enjoyed, and to become an auditor of their Priests, and to know what
they said concerning their Gods; designing either to follow them, if they
had better notions than he, or to convert them into a better way, if his
own notions proved the truest.

Abram was preatly admired by the Epyptians as a very wise man and
one of great sagacity, When he discoursed on any subject he undertook;
and this not only in understanding it, but in persuading other men also
to assent to him. He communicated to them arithmetic, and delivered to

" them the science of learning; for the science came from the Chaldeans

into Egypt, and from thence to the Greeks also.

When Abraham who was an accomplished scientist, astronomer and
mathematician, went down to Egypt, he wanted to learn their method of
writing. Abraham was looking for a simple method of writing, simple
enough for his roving tribe to record the stories and traditions handed
down of Adam and the Garden of Eden, of Noah and the Flood and of
his own encounters with God. He found the system of his native Ur too
clumsy so he went to Egypt to look at their system, and laughed at the
stupidity of the Egyptians and their pictorial kieroglyphics. He then
devised a simple alphabet of 16 phonetic canscnants, which later grew
to 22. Mankind developed speech long before there was any need to
write down theirideas. The breakthrough came when Abraham connected
writing with speech rather than with the mental picture of the object or
action involved. A person maybe illitcrate, in that he cannot read or
write, but he may still be a good speaker. This enabled him to write down
whatT call the scriptures of Abraham. The Koran pointedly refers to the
scriptures of Abraham and the scriptures of Moses. Both were
incorporated in our Bible. Abraham’s alphabet is the only alphabet
invented throughout histery. No other alphabet was invented before or
since. All the alphabets of the world were derived from it.

The creation of the world in six days may be taken as referring to the
work done in Heaven. The execution of God’s plan has taken billions of
Vears.

Abraham in the Koran

And Noah didcertainly call upon Us, and his prayers were graciously
answered, And We delivered him and his followers from the mighty
scourge, And we made his offspring the survivors. And We bestowed on
him {praise} among the later generations.

Peace and salutation to Noah among the nations, And most surely
Abraham followed his way. When he came {0 his Lord with a {ree heart.
When he said to his father and his people: What is it that you worship?
False-gods — gods besides Allah do you desire? What is then your idea
about the Lord of the Creation? Then he looked at the stars, looking up
once. Then he said: Surely I am sick of your worshipping these.

So they went away from him, turning back. Then he turned aside to
their gods secretly and said: What! do you not eat? What is the matter
with you that you do not speak?

Then he tumed against them secretly, smiting them with the right
hand. So they (people) advanced towards him, hastening. Said he:
Would you worship that which you have made with your own hands,
when it was Allah who created you, and all that you have made? They
said: Build for him a furnace, then cast him into the burning fire. And
they desired a war against him, but We brought them low. And he said:
Surely Ity to my Lord; he will guide me and grant me a son. So We gave -
him the good news of a boy, possessing forbearance,

And when he attained to working with him, he said: O my son! Surely
Ihave seen ina dream that I should sacrifice you; consider then what you
see. He said: O my father! do what you are commanded; if Allah please,
you will find me faithful.

And when they had both submitted themselves to Allah’s will, and
Abraham had {aid down his son prostrate upon his face, we called out
io him, saying: O Abraham! You have indeed shown the truth of the
vision; surely thus do We reward the doers of good: Maost surely this a
manifest trial.

And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice. And We bestowed on
him praise among the later generations.

Peace be on Abraham. Thus do We reward the doers of good. Surely
he was one of Our believing servanis®
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THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT

By Josiah Derby
An extract from: Jewish Bible Quarterly, Vol. 22,
No 1, 1994

One of the many puzzles in the text of the Bible is the disparity between
the two versions of the Ten Commandments, the first in Exodus and the
second in Deuteronomy . The most conspicuons and astonishing of the
differences in these two texts are found in the Fourth Commandment,
‘Here are the texts side by side: '

EXODUS 20:8-11
Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy, Six days
ghalt thou labour, and do all
thy work; but the seventh day
isa Sabbath unto the Lord thy
God, in it thou shalt not do
any manner of work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
nor thy man-servant, nor thy
maid-scrvant, nor thy cattle,
nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates; for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth,
thesea, and all that in them is,
and rested on the seventh day;

DEUTERONOMY 5:12-15
Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy, as the Lord thy God commanded
thee. Six days shali thou labour , and do
all thy work; but the seventh day is a
Sabbath unto the Lord thy God, in it thou
shalt not do any manner of work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy
marn-servant nor thy maid-servant nor
thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates; thatthy man-servant, and thy maid-
servant may rest as well as thou. And
thou shalt remember that thou wast a
servantin the land of Egypt, and the Lord
thy God brought thee out thence by a

wherefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it.

mighty hand and by an outstretched arm;
therefore the Lord thy God commanded
thee to keep the Sabbath day.

It is to be remembered that the text in Exodus is represented as the
words the people heard as they stood at the foot of Mt. Sinai, and which
were inscribed upon the tablets that Moses brought down with him. The
textin Deuteronomy was transmitted to the people orally by Moses in one
of the discourses he delivered during the last menth of the fortieth year
since the departure from Egypt (and the last month of his life).

Moses described to the assemblage the revelation at Mt. Sinai, in
graphic detail, and then he told them what God had speken at that time.

The question immediately arises: Why did not Moses quote the
original text verbatim? Is it possible that in forty years he had forgotten
those awesome words, and that he had to improvise? Could he tell the
people that these were God’s words when they were not exact. The two
tablets had been placed in the ark never to be seen again.

Tradition absolves Moses of all responsibility by telling us that the
entire Torah, Deuteronomy included, was dictated to Moses by God, so
that this second version of the Decalogue was not a creation of Moses but
the words of God Himself, If that is so, then the problem is even more
puzzling. It is sacrilegious to say that God could not remember the exact
words He had spoken at Mt. Sinai. If God did not want an exact
duplication of the original, then what is the rcason for the variation?

The tradition offers an answer which actvally is not an answer but an
interpretation. It is assumed that God had His inscrutable reason for
presenting two versions. Thus the Talmud say (R.H. 27a) that God spoke
both versicns simulitaneously at Mt, Sinai: “Remember and Observe werc
spoken in onc utterance,” something which no human being can do or
hear.

The Decatogue in Exodus gives the Creation as the rationale for the
day of rest, while the Deuteronomic version emphasises the Exodus, Non-
orthodox scholars, Jewish and Christian, maintain that Deuteronomy is
not the work of Moses at all but was composed in the eighth century
B.C.E. by lcamed Scribes influgnced by the prophetic teachings of social
justice.

Naim Dangoor wrifes:

Far from being the only Book of the Pentateuch not written by Moses,
there is strong reason to believe that Deunteronomy is the only Book of the
Pentateuch actually writien by Moses: It was his autobiography, written
in the first person, Such was the learned opinion of the late Rabhi
Solomon Sassoon.

The version in Exodus of the Fourth Commandment gives the text
concerning Sabbath observance tocommemorate God's Day of Rest after
creating the universe, as handed down from very early times and as
observed by Abraham himself. In the version in Deuteronomy written 40
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years later, Moses puts the stamp of the Exodus from Egypt on the Sabbath
institution,

For, if Deuteronomy was not written by Moses himself, who could
possibly have dared to tamper with the text of the Ten Commandments?

Another explanation, which can be less controversial is that the
version in Exodus was that written by God on the Tablets before they werc
smashed, and the version in Deuteronomy gives the medified version in
the seeond delivery, That was therefore, the version that was put inside the
Ark of the Covenant.

If and when the Ark of the Covenant is discovered, it will be found that
the text of the Ten Commandments is the one appearing in Deutercnomy.

The change of emphasis from *creation” to “exodus” is apparent in the
Eve-of-Sabbath Kiddush which starts by saying that the Day of Restis a
memorial to the work of creation and ends up by saying itis remembrance
to the “exodus from Egypt”.

Ifind it odd that such an ancicnt institution as the Sabbath, which goes
back to Abraham and even earlier, is linked to the “exodus from Egypt™.
I often tend to omit the words: “Zekher Litziath Mizrayim™.

It is remarkable that the Exodus text begins with “remember” which is
clearly an indication that the ancient institution of the Day of Rest was
with the Hebrews from very ancient times, and the Children of Israel were
being asked not to forget their ancient tradition and heritage.

Even before the Ten Commandments were first announced, the
Children of Israel were forbidden to gather Manna on the Sabbath. This
shows that the institution of the Sabbath was with the Hebrews from
earlier times.

Similarly, the Deuteronomic text begins with “observe™, which seems -
to indicate a new mandate.

THE WRITING OF THE
SECOND TABLETS

EXODUS XXX1V: 1,2, 4,

And the Lord said unto Moses: “Hew thesc two
tables of stone like unto the first; and T will write
upon the tables the words that were on the first
tables, which thou didst break. And be ready by
the moming, and come up in the morning unto
mount Sinai, and present thysclf there to Me on
the top of the Mount.

EXODUS XXX1V: 27,28,

And the Lord said unto Moses: ‘Write thou these
words, for after the tenor of these words [ have
made a covenartl with thee and with Tsrael.” And
he was there with the Lord forty days and forty
nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water.
And he wrote upon the tables the words of the
covenant, the Ten Commandments.

S0, who wrote the second tablets, God or Moses? In Deuteronomy the
second Tablets too are said to have been written by God.

A pragmatic explanation of the discrepancy in the texts of the fourth
commandment can be offercd thus, Aaron was the custodian of the
Abrahamic scriptures, which explains his Egyptianised “brother’ Moses’
utter dependence en him, But, after the Golden Calf incident, he fell out
of favour, which led Moses to revise the [curth Commandment from
“Creation” to Exodus.”

The operation of the world in six days may be taken as a reference to
the work done in heaven. The execution of Ged’s plan has taken billions
of years®

ABRAHAM AND ISLAM

The Arabs did not have a tradition of their own concerning Abraham.
They took all their information from Jewish sources, such as the various
Jewishcommunities that flourished in Arabia from the time of David and
Solomon,

Mohammed took the aitempted sacrifice by Abraham of his son as the
supreme act of obedience to God which was the foundation of the
philosophy of [slam as complete obedience to the will of Allah, Moslem
tradition gives Abraham precedence even over Mohammed himself.

At the Jaffa Gate in Jerusalem the inscription is “There is no God but
Allah, and Abraham Is the friend of Aliah.”

It is doubtful if Abraham ever went to Mecca and established the
Kaaba, as claimed by the Moslems. Tt is perhaps a remnant and a
compromise of the ancient Arab form of worship.



MY DETENTION
AT ABU-GHREB

by: Uri Ben-Asher M.D.
(Nuri Salim)
Tel Aviv

Towards the end of October, 1949, the Criminal
Investigation Department or C.1.D., of the Iraqi police,
mounted amidnight raid on various Jewish houses in
Baghdad. The object of this exercise was to locate
certain members of the Jewish Zionist underground,
the Hatnua'ah,

The police had been informed of that secret
organisation by a sixteen-year old boy, who, having
been accused of communism, was aboul to be
imprisoned for a long period. His name was Saeed.

Iraq was under martial law, and had been since
the 15th of May, 1948, It was, of course, no accident
that this date happened to coincide with the
inauguration of the state of Israel; in fact, during that
final week of October, scores of Jewish boys and
girls had been arrested and were, so rumour had it,
being brutally interrogated and imprisoned.

It was to protest at these detentions that the
Jewish community of Baghdad had declared ageneral
strike, with hundreds of protesters demonstrating in
front of the public offices of the city.

One Saturday evening - the evening of the 29th
October, 1949, to be exact — sporting a new suit and
tie, I set out from the old quarter, en route to a
rendezvous with some school friends in the well-to-
do Jewish Bataween quarter; for I was, 1 think [
should add, in the fourth form of Shamash High
School at the time. And while I do not doubt that
history was being made about me, I confess my
energies lay elsewhere; with, in fact, my determination
lo pass my English Matriculation exam. Anyway, to
return to that fateful evening, I had by now lefl the
quarter and was proceeding down Al-Rashid, the
main street of Baghdad, when 1 stopped to drink a
glass of pomegranate juice at a shop in front of the
Hotel Semiramis.

Hardly had I finished my drink, however, when |
felt my right arm gripped by a powerful hand. This,
it transpired, belonged to a dark, fat man in civilian
clothes, who in turn was accompanied by another
man, also in civilian clothes. Apart from this pretence,
neither one of them attempted to further disguise his
identity and would I be so kind as to come with them
lo answer a few questions.

A van arrived and | was pushed inside. Here were
two other young Jews, one well-dressed the other
exceedingly tall.

On our arrival at a building on the banks of the
Tigris river, the officers lost no time in accusing me
of being a member, the other man an instructor, and
the tallone a *pole’, a leader that is, of the Hatnua’ah,

And so they asked me a few questions.

After being interrogated for three days by the
Criminal Investigation Department of the Iragi police,
two facts emerged.

One, that a certain Saeed testified that, some
years earlier, he had witnessed me among a crowd of
students speaking in support of a Jewish state.

Two, that Saeed along with two police officers in
civilian clothes, were combing the streets of Baghdad
insearch of suspected persons when, unable to locate
the said persons in their usual hiding places, the ever-
obliging Saeed had pointed to a certain young man
drinking pomegranate juice in front of the Semiramis
Hotel.

Hands securely handcuffed behind my back,
cursed, insulted and offended, 1 was forced to my
knees, while the Investigating Officers of the Iraqgi
police cross-examined me with the aid of a stick. A
stick made all the heavier by the weight of my
interrogator’s experience.

They asked me if T was, or had ever been a

The Honorable Madeleine Albright who
was born in Prague, was recently appointed
U.S. Secretary of state by President Clinton and
confirmed by Congress.

The above picture shows David Dangoor
(sonof Salim Dangoor of Stockholm) executive
Vice President of Philip Morris International
and Mrs Albright at a Dinner given in her
honour when she was U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations.

The Dinner was hosted by Jack Keenan,
president and CEO, Kraft General Foods
International, and Mr Dangoor.

When Time Magazine disclosed Mrs
Albright's Jewish identity, Naim Dangoor sent
her the following fax:

You owe it to yourself, to Truth and to Justice
to shed the camouflage which was forced on your
parents when they fled your country of origin.

If you do not wish to return to Judaism, you
can at least join the movement that gives equal
recognition to Judaism, Christianity and Islam,
regardless of sect — highlights their common
points and not their differences.

The traditions of these monotheistic religions

“go back beyond Mohammed, Jesus and Moses,

to Abraham, Noah and Adam who became
father of our present civilisation by his invention
of agriculture some 9,000 years ago.

This is the way forward to the next
millennium in a world which destiny has given
you the privilege of reshaping®

member of the Hatnua’ah. I replied that I had never
been a pupil at the Noa’am school, Well I thought it
rather good, considering the circumstances. After
all, the two names sounded almost the same. My
attempt at subterfuge, however, was greeted with
derision; my interrogators mockingly inquired if 1
thought I had been brought there to audition for the
slage,

With nothing to save my innocence, and never
having been involved in any political organisation
whatsoever, | pleaded devotion merely to my studies;
which for me, of course, at that time, could mean one
thing and one thing alone. Perhaps if 1 were to
mention it to my captors, perhaps then they might
appreciate my scholarly devotion.

I mentioned it.

They had never even heard of the English
Matriculation exam.

I was flabbergasted. Of course, they pretended
ignorance, | thought, everyone has heard of the
English Matriculation exam. 1 persisted in my
explanation.

“And what of it?" cried one of them impatiently.
“Do you imagine provocations and demonstrations
are made by primitive and turbaned persons?”

It is difficult now, with the passage of time, to
express quite what those words did to my world. My
faith in my studies, which, in their objectivity, I had
always believed were all the proof, if proof were
needed, of my neutrality in the face of life. Impartial,
neither taking sides nor conferring blame; governed
by nothing less than the desire for truth.

My last line of defence gone, there was nothing
left for me to do but sign my confession; or should |
say their confession? For no word of it was mine.

Afterwards, the: suggested that | might be given
my freedom if Tagreed to co-operate with them. Even

lunderstood | was being asked 1o become an informer.
I flatly refused.

Three days later, I and a dozen other ‘suspects’
were laken to the detention centre of Abu-Ghreb.
The room measured 3 x 4m*with adirt floorand alow
door of 1.5m in height. There were no windows. For
the firstsix days out of those seven weeks,  was alone
in the room.

During the day it was dark. And during the night
I heard only the dry scraping of cockroaches as they
scuttled about my cell; that and the faint songs of the
Iragi soldiers keeping watch beneath the prison walls.

I was in the infamous Abu-Ghreb. A military
prison on the outskirts of Baghdad, I had often
passed it on my bicycle.

On the seventh day, my isolation came to an
abrupt end, as five other Jews were brought to my
cell, and an oil lamp was supplied.

Six weeks later, on the 15th December, 1949, 1
was brought before a military tribunal, comprising of
two lieutenant colonels and two civilian justices. The
presiding judge was the notorious Colonel Abdulla
Al-Naa'sani.

The whole proceedings were to take
approximately four hours — four hours for myself and
forty others. And we were only the first group. I recall
that the tribunal president, having read out my forced
confession, asked me if I supported the views of the
Zionist propagandists. My answer to the trick question
was, of course, negative.

And so, after seven weeks and three days in
custody, I was acquitted through lack of sufficient
evidence. Most of the men and women with me that
day were sentenced Lo between three and four years
imprisonment.

And of my schoolfellows, not one was arrested on
account of my confession®
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FROM THE HENRY GEORGE
FOUNDATION

Dear Mr Dangoor,

As a former subscriber to Land & Liberty
you will be interested to know of the recent
formation of the Henry George Foundation of
Great Britain,

You will agree, I am sure, that the need for
an alternative analysis of economic and social
problems is ever more pressing. We have
witnessed the demise of communism and the
global progress of free market capitalism over
the past decade, but as Henry George predicted,
this progress has not led to freedom from
poverty. In the UK we have unemployment, we
have homelessness and its associated ills, and
we shall surely get inflation again. The story is
repeated in country after country,

The Henry George Foundation holds that
prosperity and justice can be established in the
economic system.

1948 — The International Conference on
Land Value Taxation at Matlock Bath.
Abridged report on the Conference — from:
Land and Liberty
The weekend Georgeist Conference at
Matlock Bath, May 21st-23rd proved a
gratifying success. Cromford Court, the ideally
situated hostel of the Friendship Holiday
Association, was filled to overflowing.
The Conference was given an international

1 “—

Front row: Left to right: standing at left, Vic Blundell, Lady holding young Jon Blundell; Seated: A. W. Madsen; ....; Mr Boothman; Mrs Maud
Willott; .....; A. H. Peake;.......; Grace Levy; .....; ...... 2nd row: 2nd from the right, Ashley Mitchell. Standing at the back is Naim and Renée
Dangoor®
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character by the attendance of Mr Bue Bj6rner
of the Justice Party, member of the Danish
Parliament; Mrs Caroline Bjomer; Miss 1. M.
Kristensen, deputising for her father, Mr K. J.
Kristensen, chief of the Danish Valuation
Department; Mr Ole Wang, of Norway, and Mr
and Mrs N. E. Dangoor, of Baghdad. Mrs
Bjorner is a past President and now Executive
member of the International Union for Land
Value Taxation and Free Trade, and Mr Wang
is one of its Vice Presidents.

Mr Dangoor, member of the International
Union, stated his adhesion in a striking letter
about conditions in Iraq, published in Land &
Liberty, January, 1947,

More than 80 attended from all parts of the
country.

The first session was devoted to recent
Legislation and Future Prospects, led by Mr A.
W. Madsen.

Mr Bue Bjorner recited the Danish political
history. At first people were opposed to the
Henry George idea; then they would “look into
it”; then it became “a good idea,” and finally
they said they were “always in favour of i.”

Later, much later — it had been a great
struggle — they had made themselves a force.
Butup to30 years ago they had worked through
the political parties and had attained the first
practical results, the separate valuation of land
apart from improvements. That meant a lot in
the shaping of opinion. It was the turning point
and had been the cause of the whole progress

for Georgeism in the last couple of decades. He
saw no cause for pessimism. The discussion
was continued by other members of the
Conference.

Mr N. E. Dangoor expressed his delight that
the Conference had coincided with his visit to
this country and spoke of how he came into the
Movement. Here we wish toreprint the letter he
wrote from Baghdad to Land & Liberty, January,
1947: — (summarised by Scribe).

“larrived at the justice of land value taxation
and freedom of trade many years before [ got to
know of the writings of Henry George a few
months ago. Land values, bonds, paper money,
and the like, do not represent real wealth; they
represent the total indebtedness of acommunity
to some of its members. The injustice of such
indebtedness can be realised when a new
generation is born. Instead of previous
generations, achild isborn in acivilised country
with a large debt on its hand increasing as the
country in question is more advanced. The full
application of land value taxation may prove to
be a tuning point in the history of mankind. In
the Middle East, in particular, where the danger
of Communism is most apparent, it is possible
that the Land Value Taxation policy would win
over the masses and thereby save the Middle
East forcivilisation. For this reason Land Value
Taxation is an urgent job in the Middle East,
and its far-reaching effects should be realised
by all concerned @
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How come you have become ensiaved, when yonr mother bore you free? Paper money should be issued by the borrower and
not by the lender — President Kennedy wrongly said, “Don’t ask what yeur country ¢an de for you, ask what you can do for your
couniry!”— When people get together they have every right to expect some benefit over and above what each person could do for
himself — Every citizen is entitled to a national dividend — Every baby in Britain is born to a debt of £20,000 — One man’s meat
is another man’s fiesh — Economics and the generatien game — Should one generation pay tribute to preceding generations, or
inherit their wealth? — Can a father sell his son into slavery to pay for work done? —Is a son liable to pay for his father’s debts?
— The Bible says, “the poor shall always be with vow.” This is not 2 commandment but a reproach.

Lady Thatcher says: “No generation has a frechold on this earth, all we have is a life tenancy with a full repairing lease,”

By: Naim Dangoor

Ever since my school days in Baghdad, and
later as an engincering student at London
University, [have kept thinking of the economic
ills of human society the had distribution of
wealth and of income, poverty amid plenty,
booms and depressions, greed and usury,

['watchedthe capitalist system that promises
to make everybody rich and fails, Like a giant
lottery, capitalism gives people an equal
opportunity to rob each other and, like in a
lottery, the winners are few and losers many,

[watched Communism that attem)pts tomake
everybody poor and succeeds. I realised that
Communism was not the remedy but the
symptom ofcapitalist ills, “From each according
to his ability, to each according to his needs,”
did not spell equality, but a huge slave labour
camp, and that Communism had no future, 1
was privileged to live to see the demise of
Sovict Communism.

Iwatched Soctalism that preaches the public
ownership of the means of production and
distribution, and realised that if Socialism isthe
answer then the state must not be given 4
monopoly but only be allowed to compete with
the private entrepreneur.

! watched the monetary system, and
wondered why money can grow if I lend it to
other people, but it does not grow f T keep it in
my pocket!

By 1940, 1identified certaineconomic areas
that needed investigation and remedy -
“community values”, such as land, “fictitious
wealth”, such as national and municipal debts,
paper mongy, and credit, and who has the right
to issuc them. The transmission of wealth, both
positive as well as negative, from one generation
to another; the right of every child to be bom
free of debt; storage of wealth, economic
frontiers instead of political frontiers. _

InJuly 194, barely amonth after Germany’s
treacherous attack on the Soviet Union, and
two months after the Farhood, I wrote my
pamphiet“The New World Order” (summarised
overleaf) which reflects some aspects of my
economic philosophy.

Years later, T came across *Progress and
Poverty” by Henry George in which he tinkers
with the problem of poverty amid plenty and
offered “Land Value Taxation™ as a solution to
the economic ills of modem society, Henry
George wrote about the same time as Karl
Marx. But, whereas Marxism had a rise and fall,
Henry George's economics never caught on. In
the summer of 1948 my wife and T aticnded the
International Conference on Land Value
Taxation at Matlock Bath, near Manchester.
(See photograph). I was asked to say a few
words and what [ said was that how come haif
a century after Henry George his solution has
not taken off. Now, another half a century on,
Henry George’s approach is of little relevance.

Crver 3,000 years ago, Moses himself
attempted to deal with the economic problems
of a community. The Bible condemns usury,

the lending of money on interest, but offers no
practical solution to the need for borrowing and
credit, The Jubilee system, by which every 50
years accounts are closed and a fresh start is
made, is an ingenious but a crude solution that
should be studied and brought up-to-date.

The foundations of my economic philosophy
for the next millennium are:

1. No equality but cqual opportunity;

2. Econemic communities instead of
political frontiers;

3. Every community {0 ensure minimum
livelihood for its members; '

4. Money tobeissned by the borrower and
not by the lender;

3, Community values — to be identified,

RULE 1: Current public expenditure must
be covered by current taxation — balancing the
budget.

RULE 2: Extraordinary expenditure can be
covered by borrowing.

RULE 3: The national debt at any tinie must
not exceed the taxable assets of the nation, and
should only be a fraction of it. i

RULE 4: At thc moment the nation has no
taxable fixed assets, hence there is an
outstanding national debt and as a result, every
child is born to a debt of some £20,000. This
must be reversed and every child must be bom
to a net heritage, To achieve this we must
identify the taxable national assets. These can
be roughly the site values and mineral wealth.
‘Where Henry George went wrong was to allow
land value taxation to cover government
expenditure only, These should be more
availableto provide anaticnal dividend, a sharc
in Britain plc. A son does not inherit the debts
of his father and is not liable for them. So why
should one generation inherit all the debts
incurred by a previous generation?

At present, citizens of a country are treated
worse than foreigners. They have 10 pay the
taxes and give their life to defend their country,
which a forcigner is exempt of. Citizcns are
treated as hostages. Citizenship must be a
valuable asset, instead of being a liability.

RULE 35: The national dividend to be paid
only to first or second generation bomn in the

country. This will put new immigrants at a

disadvantage and would avoid the need to restrict
them physically,

RULE 6: Income tax is immoral and should
be abolished. At present, income tax is in facta
tumover tax. If Fcam £200,000 a year [ am left
with £130,0600, If T employ a secretary af
£40,000, he will pay another tax on it leaving
him with £25,000. If he cmploys an assistant at
£13,000, another tax will be paid. So several
taxes are paid on the same money, Personal

allowances are inadequate. There should be no

tax on income upto £100,0600, 20% over
£100,000. Likewise, corporation tax to be fixed
at 20%. :
RULE 7 The power of compeund interest
has exercised the minds of public thinkers who
unanimously condemn usury (the lending of

nwoncy at interest) but offered no practical
sclution to the problem.

Court Jews got around the Christian ban,
but later had to pay with their lives when they
became too rich. Istamic banking only tinkers
with the symptoms but does not deal with the
root of the problem, The trouble with the
monetary system is the kind of money available.
The kind of money available today is treated as
a commeodity. As such, it is a development of
the barter system. Even paper mongy was first
issued by the clearing banks and when this gave
the clearing banks too much advantage, it has
been issued by a ceniral bank.

TRUEMONEY SHOULDBEISSUEDBY
THE BORROWER, AND NOT BY THE
LENDER,

A central authority can decide the issuing
ability and limitations of each borrower,
Altemnatively, this central authority can give

_everyone a credit allocation, interest-free, at

various stages of their life: on being born, on
leaving school, onentering university, on getting
married, on buying a house, on having children,
etc. Such allocation would depend solely on
ability to repay, including repayment via the
national dividend.

The main requirement of money supply
would have been solved without incurring
interest. The amount of interest that a nation has
topay forthe convenience of moncy is a scandal.
Of course, there will always remain a free
market in money which would be marginal.
This is where immigrants will have to go to get
money.

Before Britain joins the EMU we should
ensure the kind of money that we should have
in the future.

RULE 8: Any borrowing needed to fund
expenditure that will benefit future generations
should be determined on the scope and length
of that benefit, No borrowing should exceed 30
years.

RULE: 2 No borrowing should be made to
re-schedule a maturing loan.

RULE 10: To investigate what other assets
can be identified to be subject to taxation the
same as land site values.

RULE 11: Imprisonment can give way to
depriving a guilty person of part of his national
dividend,

In 1940, the meney in circulation in Iraq
amounted to a mere 3 million dinars (pounds)
which was eminently inadequate to satisfy the
monetary needs of an expanding economy. The
merchant community of Baghdad filled the gap
by issuing (promissory notes) te each other.

These kompiatas were trcated very seriously
and, depending on the status of the issuer,
circulated from hand to hand as actual money,
and banks discounted them for cash. On the rare
occasions that kompialas was not honoured at
noon on the day of maturity, the issuer would be
declared bankrupt. This was a prime example of
money being issued by the borrower (or the
debtor) and not by the lender (or creditor)®
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THE NEW
WORILD ORDER

by: Naim Dangoor
21.7.1941

Drefinitions:

a) By a “generation” we mcan the bread
winning scction of the community for the
time being. This is about a quarter of the
total population.

b}y By a “Community” we mean an
economically independent group of people.

¢) By “Mational Wealth” we mcan the total
value of all the assets pertaining to the
community.

dy By “MNational Income™ we mean the total
annual income of the generating organ of
the community.

Theorems:

1. Every generation should by birthright be
born free of all debts (inter se) but may be
indcbted as a whole to a previous generation
for services rendered such as war, or to later
generations for services about to be rendered
such as large schemes, ete. Every generation
should inherit completely the national
wealth, and any allotment of this tomembers
of one generation must not be transmitted to
a later generation.

2. Money should be made to vanish over a
fixed pericd, (30-50 years). Likewise land
must not be owned for more than (30-50
years},

3, Other assets may be privately owned and
transmitted indefinitely.

4. Savings have no meaning if taken for a
whole generation. Total savings equal total
debts, and together they are equal to zero.

3. The nced to pay interest on money within
the capitalist system is a crime within a
crime.

Practice: -

In the New Order the State will provide
people with capital each according to his
requirements, People will have an cqual
opportunity no matter what their connection is
10 a previous gencration. There will not be any
need for Taxation since there will be sufficient
amortization of property regularly.

People who commit acrime can be deprived
of their national dividend as the case may be.
There will be no need for any further
punishinent®

Fax sent to
First Lady Hilary Clinton,

Congratulations and best wishes for the
success of the first International Conference on
Microcredit. It is a step in the right direction for
the monetary system.

Moses condemned Usury, but did not offer
any solution. Christians and Moslems followed
suit, and ironically, employed Jews to do their
banking. When the powers of Compound
Interest was realised, the enriched Jews had o
pay with their lives. .

For sixty years I have been preaching that
promissory money and credithave tobe initiated
by the borrower, and not the lender; by the
debtor, not the creditor, by the consumer, not
the banks. Such a system would rescue the
world from the crippling interest charges which
are tuining the world economy.

Today is a greatday for the Capitalist System,
and for Democracy, when people in need will
be able to borrow on their repayment ability —
without collateral and without interest,

Well done, Bangladesh!

Very Truly Yours,
Naim Dangoor
Page 8

MICROCREDIT
CONFERENCE

Organisers of the Microcredit Summit hope
to launch a global movement to provide 100
million of the world’s poorest families with
access to credit and other financial services by
the year 2005.

More than 2,000 government and private-
sector representatives from- an estimated 100
countries attended the cvents in Washington
last February. U8, First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of

Bangladesh, President Alpha Qumar Konare of

Mali, President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda
and Queen Sofia of Spain are among the
schedule speakers.

Microcredit programs provide small loans
to the very poor to help them start or expand
small self-employment enterprises. The Joans
are usvally for less than 31,000 and sometimes
foraslittle as $4. According to the World Bank,
microenterprises are typically informal sector
businesses with five workers or fewer and with
fixed assets valued at less than $10,000.

This summit represents a coming-of-age for
the development community. It is probably the
largest humanitarian-inspired cffort that is
linked to business principles,

The document notes that despite impressive
results incountries like Bangladesh and Bolivia
—and extremely Jow default rates world-wide —
existing programsreach only abouteight million
of an estimated 100 million families who could
benefit from access to even tiny amounts of
credif.

Microfinance is one way to unlock the wealth
that is present in even the poorest parts of the
world — the self-initiative of poor men and
women.

The goal outlined in the summit declaration
and plan of action is to make microenterprise
lending available to the remaining 92 million
needy families — 88 million from developing
countries and four million from industrialised
nations. It defines the “poorest” familics in the
developing world as the bottom 50% of those
living below the poverty line, In industrialised
countrics, the plan of action focnses on all
persons living below the poverty line.

The plan also pledges to target the world’s
poorest women, many of whom earn far less
than their male counterparts and own no capital
or land. Experis at the briefing stressed that
providing credit to mothers is one of the most
effective waystoalleviate povertyand itseffects,
“™-One of women'’s biggest expenditures is on
food for their kids. The nutritional impact (of a
small loan to a working mother) is often
noticeable within days,

Overall, making credit available to an
additional 92 million families wiil require an
estimaled $21,600 million over the next nine
years,according to thesummit plan. Itcalculates
that $10,000 million would come from funds
borrowed at commercial rates and from the
savings of borrowers and others in their
communities. The rest would be raised from
multilateral and bilateral donors, grant-making
organisations and other sources.

The World Bank, Citibank, MasterCard
International, the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation, and the United Nations
DevelopmentProgrammed (UNDP) are among
1,000 institutions that have committed to
announcing contribution plans in the next 12
months, accerding to the Microcredit Summit
Secrefariat.

The summit was organised by RESULTS
Educational Fund, a Washington-based non-
profii organisation that promotes educational
strategies designed to end world Hunger®

MILLENNIUM JUBILEE

by: Naim Dangoor

Although the year 2000 CE is in fact an
arbitrary date, itis the counting of the Common
Era now used all over the world. It is an
important chronological date and a
psychological figure which puts an end to the
murderous 20th century and, hopefully, starts
anew century and a new millennium of Peace,
Justice and Progress.

The Pope has suggested that the year 2000
be considered as a Jubilee year in accordance
with the Bible (Leviticus 25: 10} which says,
“Proclaim Liberty throughout the Land unto
all the inhabitants thereef.” In a Jubilee year
slaves were freed, debts were forgiven, and
land reverted to its original owner, in a sense,
to the State,

The Pope is not interested in the slaves or
the land but feels that, in view of the widening
gap between rich and poor, the rich nations
should forgo the debts of the poorer nations.

It appears that, like Jaha, the Pope is eager
to give away what belongs to other people. We
wish to make the fcllowing comments to the
Paope:

1, If you are so tender hearted, where were
you during the Holocaust when millions of
Jews were slaughtered in your native
Poland?

2. Where was your predecessor Pope Pins X1
who knew full well what was going on but
had an understanding with Hitler not to
raise any objection or make any protest?

3, The Jubilee year was meant to take place
not once every [000 years, but every 50
years.

4. The economics of Moses, it fully and
properly applied would alse narrow the
social gap in all countries.

5. The Bible, and hence the Church,
condemned wsury but offered no solution
for the need to borrow money. The
International Conference on Microcredit
which opened in Washington in February
is a step in the right direction. Promissory
moncy should be issued not by the lender,
but by the borrower; not by the creditor, but
by the debtor; not by the banker, but by the
CORSLMIET,

This is the right way to rid the needy of
crippling interest payments which would be
more useful than a one-off act of charity to the
poorer nations.

A fax in the above sense was sent to the
Pope with copies to various religious leaders,

We received the following reply from Canon
Fletcher, Chaplain to the Archbishop of
Canterbury.

“The themes of your fax tc the Pope have
been noted. 1 enclose a booklet issued by all
the Churches togecther on their posiiion
concerning the millennium which containg
some reflections on the kind of questions you
are raising.”

Summary of the booklet;

The Government of the United Kingdom,
through the Millennium Commission is invest-
ing hundreds of millions of pounds into
marking the Millennium. Throughout the
whole of the year 2000 a great exhibition/
festival will be held at Greenwich with the
