


My Life and Times Part III

by Salim Dangoor
And here is another story......

Even today, after more than sixty years, I
can still imagine the pain | felt after the beating
I got on that Rosh Hashanah Eve in Baghdad, in
1937, shortly after my return from studying in
Londen. I had helped my father in his publish-
ing work, and made friends with all the clicnts.
Somme were teachers publishing school books,
others were army officers of high rank, printing
military books. My aim was to be on friendly
terms with all of them, not as strict and business
like as my father was.....

It was Thursday. [ had tea alone at the
Semiramis Hotel, looking forward to the usual
family celebration for Rosh Hashanah that
evening.

Coming out of the hotel after my tea, a
soldier saluted me, called me by my namc and
said that he is to drive me to Taha Pasha (one of
the clients) for some discussion, When [ won-
dered how he could find me at the hotel, he said
it was a lucky strike, since you were neither at
the office nor at home. (Little did I guess that [
had been followed). It occurred to me to go to
the toilet beforehand, and told the soldier to
wait for me. This probably saved my life later
on.

I came out of the hotel and the soldier
saluted again, opened the door of his army car
for me to get in. The soldier drove without
saying a word, towards Battaween, where Iraqi
Moslems rarely lived. When | wondered about
that, he said that the meeting was with other
people also.

He parked the car near a big house with a
garden, followed mc up the few stairs and rang
the bell. The door was opened by another
soldier. 1 hardly stepped in, when two strong
men took me by my arms, dragged me o a
corner of the house, ticd my hands and feet,
taped my mouth and pushed me on the floor.
The hall where I was lying was big, withoutany
furniture, and after a while “the [eader” came,
his face covered and gave instructions to start
beating me. The two people used cane, and they
were hitting hard on my back without saying a
word. [ simply could not imagine what was
happening and why..... -

After some ten minutes the Yeader came out
again. | was in a trancc half fainting. He said
that if [ wanted to save my life [ should write a
letter to my father to pay a very large sum of
money. He untaped my mouth and I started
appealing to him, telling him that my father was
probably in the synagogue, and anyway he
never carried such a big amount with him. But
to no avail — “QOtherwise you will be killed, cut
into pieces and thrown in the Tigris. Like the
other Jewish boys that disappeared lately with-
out a trace,” (which was true).

But in my case it is quite another story. 1 got
the courage o say, “I am not as stupid as you
thought, so, I returned to the hotel, phoned my
brother, gave him the number of the car with a
description of the driver. There is no doubt that
if 1 do not return home this evening my father
would do the impossible to find what happened
to me, and in no time you will all be arrested”.

It looked as if they believed me. They all

withdrew inside a room, and [ could hear that

they were shouting at the driver, beating him-

and yelling that he had strict instructions not to
let me contact or meet anybody. After a while,
the [zader untied me, with his face still covered,
and started to “negotiate”. They offered me tea
and said, “that I seem to be a nice and clever
fellow. But if you want to return home tonight,
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you have to sign some blank papers that we can
fill in ourselves if anything comes out of this
incident,” They made me swear that I keep my
mouth shut, otherwise they would liguidate my
father and sisters.... Of course I promised and
kept my mouth shut all these years.

Another soldier drove me near our house
and I could hardly walk the 1ast ten metres to the
door. [t was late, and I rang the bell and my
father came himself'to open, He was angry and
furipus “Didn’t you know it is Rosh Hashana
tonight? Where have you been?” I did not
answer and hurried upstairs, undressed, and
fell on my bed in great pain.

Immediately afterwards, Nana, my mother
came upstairs and sat on the bedside, “Why do
you make your father angry on a night like
this?” But before 1 could answer, she saw my
bleeding back: “Salim, speak. What happened?
Shall we get a doctor or call the police?” [ kept
quiet and begged her to leave me alone. But
row I cantell the story for the first time, hoping
that all my kidnappers are dead and buried.

In Iraq, wealways felt like Iraqis. We dressed
like the majority, changed our headgear from
Fez to Sidara; our children were mostly given
Arabic names: Muwafak, Mounir, Samir; not
anymere Sion, Heskel or Eliahoo, We only
thought of the good and greatness of Irag, But
fortunately or unfortunately every now and
then something happened to remind us that we

_ are “betting on the wrong horse™.

Anyway for me that was a sign as good as
any and decided to leave my beloved Baghdad
and left snddenly to Beirut by Nairn Transport,
and T still rernember that the trip to Beirut cost
me three and a half Dinars (pounds). My par-
ents discovered my departure, and followed me
to Beirut to see that | do not travel further to
Europe. [ stayed in Beirut almost four years,
studying at the American University and work-
ing by exporting goods to my father, until
France surrendered and 1 had to leave before
the Germans arrived.

Side Story: Shortly after my returnto Bagh-
dad, there was the Farhood of June 1941. We
lived just ontside the city, on Abou Nouass
Street next to the Alwiya Club. Every day, the
driver used to come early in the morning to
drive my father to the city. Then one day, the
driver came earlier than usual and begged us
that nobody should leave the house, “They are
killing Jews in the city, They are stopping
buses, pulling down the Jews and murdering
them on the spot; there are looters everywhere
breaking into shops and houses....”

As aprecadtion, we sent mother and my two
sisters to the house of our nearby neighbour,

- Safwat Pasha, the father of my brother Naim’s

partner. Then we locked up all doors and win-
dows and went up to the second floer, waiting
for the worst, In no time a group of youths
surrounded the back entrance and we could
hearthem discussing how tobreak in. We could
recognize the voice of our gardener lbrahim,
{As ifthe riots were anticipated or planned, cne
of my army friends Fouad Ali, had given me his
revolver, saying casually that I might nced it!)
It was rumoured at the time that all Jewish
shops were marked. | wanted to fire a few shots
and disperse the gang, but my father wisely said
that we should keep quiet and see. The absence
of panic from our side probably saved us, All of
a sudden we heard one of the gang saying,
“come let us go away from here,...” And to this
day we do not know why they went away! 1t

may have dawned on them that my brother
Naim, who was an officer in the Irag Army was
at home.

About bhalf an hour afterwards we could
hear and see from our balcony, a mumber of
soldiers in their jeep. They stopped near our
house and behind them came the car of the
Governor (Mutasarrif) of Baghdad, Khaled
Pasha al Zahawi. He came down from his car
and rang our bell and asked if all is well and
wanted a glass of cold water. We immediately
invited him in and gave him and his soldiers
cold drinks. That day | was dressed in my riding
boots and a khaki shirt and looked like an
officer. Near me was Naim dressed as the real
officer he was then, and we asked Khaled Pasha
if he knew how are things near Haiderkhana
where father's office was. He said that the
office was on fire. He added that despite his

. repeated appeals to the British and Iraqi au-

thorities for permission to fire at the rioters,
they refused to give their permission,

Let Naim continue the story:

I dialled the office telephone number and
found that the line was disconnected. I told
Salim to bring the car out from the garage in
order to go and investigate what was going on.
We followed Zahawi’s car towards Rashid
street, and when we came o Bab-el-Sheikh
Street, Zzhawi sent a policeman asking why we
were following him as he was turing to go to
the notorious district of Bab-el-Sheikh which
was where the trouble started, We said we were
continuing down to Haiderkhana to go to our
father's office. There were hardly any cars in
the streets but it was full of looters carrying
parcels of valuable goods taken from the Jew-
ish shops. The soldiers among them gave a
salute as our car drove by. When we arrived at
the office, we found that the fire brigade had
left the door opened and looters were every-
where instde. Salim and I fired a few shots and’
they alt ran out through the back door which we
secured, but we could do nothing about the
front door, However, a soldier was passing by
and I ordered him to guard the entrance until
my return. In & nearby coffee shop, we heard
ong Moslem telling another “these are the Dan-
goor boys”; we then decided to tum back and
return home. It is noteworthy that when things
returned to normal, the next day we went to the
office and found the soldier still therg!

Salim continues:

When we returned home that day, my father
was very upsct and angry that we took such

Tisks. And how right he was when we think of

it now. I went immediately t¢ the house of my
aunt in the neighbourhood and told them that
aliis well and quiet. They were barricaded with
theirsmall children, Maurice, Muwafak, Mounir
and Yaldes. They were happy and relieved.

Side Story: General Khaled al Zahawi, the
Governor of Baghdad, was newly appointed to
the post and he was a real gentleman, He had
two brothers, one was a High Court Judge and
the other a famous lawyer and writer, Their
uncle was the famous poet and philosopher
Jamil Sidqgi al Zahawi. Their mother was Jew-
ish, it was one of the very few intermarriages.

It appears that in 1885, the young daughter
of a good Jewish family was promised by her
parents to an elderfy man in marriage. As a
result, she ran away with a Moslem friend who
tock her to the Grand Mufti of Baghdad, Mo-
hammed Faidhi al Zahawi, to convert her to
Islam. In accordance with current procedure,
the Jewish community was alerted and was
given seven days to taik the girl out of her plan,
but she refused to ¢change her mind, One of the
Mufli’s ten song, then managed to persuade the
gitl to marry him instead of her poor boyfriend.

General Khaled Pasha al Zahawi was cne .

of their chifdren®



It is always a pleasure to receive and read The Scribe and 1 think you will be remembered for generations as the person who has brought forward
a publication which rejuvenated the pride of the Babylonian Jewry. May G-d bless you and keep you.
1 am enclosing a photograph of the boy scouts of the Israelite Alliance School in Basrah. It was photographed eitherin 1923 or 1924. My late father

Tawfik Kattan (Eliaho Kattan in Israel) was the English teacher and the Scout Master. He is the person with medals standing behind and between the
two seated civilians. As you see on the top sign, the school was established in 1903 and was called the Israelite School. My father told me that his scouts
welcomed King Faisal I in his first visit to Basrah. This was confirmed by the late Salim Perry (Perei) who lived in Los Angeles and had the original
ofthe enclosed picture. He is the left front drummer. My father passed away in 1972. My brother Kenneth has been a Professor at the School of Medicine,

University of Cincinnati since 1967. [ think he is the only person named Kenneth at birth and registered by that name in [raq®

California

Abraham Kattan, Ph.D.

Nobel Peace Prize

The 1995 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to
Jewish Professor Joseph Rotblat. He was born
in Poland 84 years ago and lost his wife in the
Holocaust. He escaped to Britain where he
worked on nuclearfission. He became involved
in the development of the first atom bomb at
Los Alamos when he feared that the Germans
were going to produce a nuclear bomb.

He withdrew from the project, however,
when he realised that Germany was not in a
position to produce the bomb. Thereafter, he
devoted himself to nuclear disarmament, to-
gether with Albert Einstein and Bertrand
Russell, and founded the Pugwash Conference
on Science and World Affairs, which shared
the Nobel Prize with him.

Itis noteworthy that overthe years nearly 20
per cent of Nobel prizes were awarded to Jews,
which shows the importance of the Jewish
people in world affairs and human progress.
While India claims a permanent seat in the
Security Council merely because it has 950
million mouths to feed, it is more appropriate
that the Jewish people are more deserving of
such an honour®

Kosher Worries

Moses received the Torah at Sinai, and
passed it on to Joshua, and Joshua to the Elders,
and the Elders to the Men of the Great Assem-
bly and thence to the Rabbis who would debate
fordays whetheradisplaced bone would render
a chicken unfit for consumption.

But, at the end of the day, we are in the hands
of theShomer (the Kashrut inspector), when we
go to a Kosher butcher or a Kosher restaurant,
if the Shomer is corrupt, we may be getting any

*‘kind of meat. A number of such worrying

instances have happened recently®

PALESTINE
DEMOGRAPHY

In 1881 there were 200,000 Arabs and 60,000
Jews. Sincethen, and despite the massive waves
of Jewish Aliyah (and in fact because of it) the
number of Palestinians increased more than the
Jews®

About the Scribe

Our Journal which was started in 1971 first
appeared in 8 pages, six times a year. There was
asubscription fee of £1 a year, Our subscription
list was about 150 people. Afteran interruption
of a number of years, publishing was resumed
in 1983; the 50th issue appeared in September
1991. Thereafter the size of our publication
started to increase and now the Scribe appears
twice a year in 40 to 48 pages including many
readers’ letters and several historic community
photographs.

Our mailing list is now over 2,800 in all
parts of the world, and, as we are informed by
subscribers, that each copy is sometimes read
by six or more persons. The Scribe is sent free
of charge to all our subscribers and we accept
no commercial advertising. The cost of print-
ing is now nearly £4,000 per issue and the
postage comes to another £3,000, Ittakes some
5 weeks from sending the copy to the printers to
the time it is collected by the Post Office. After
a short break we start preparing new articles
and receive readers’ letters over a period of 3
months®

Naim Dangoor is now helped by his sister
Mrs. Eileen Khalastchy as Assistant Editor®
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USURY

The lending of money at interest

Of all the civilizations and cultures of the
Ancient World, and of all religions of antig-
uity, no one — not anyone save the Torah of
Moses, all along, identified, condemned and
banned usury —which is the charging ofinterest
enborrowed money —notonly exarbitant inter-
est, but interest of any kind.

If thou lend money to any of my people that
is poor by thee, thou shalt not be te him as an
usurcr, neither shatl thou lay upon him usury
(Exodus 22:25).

Unto a stranger (foreigner) thou mayest
lend upon usury; but unto thy brother (fellow
countryman} thou shalt not lend upon usury;
that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all that
thou settest thine band to 1n the Land whither
thou goest to possess it (Deut, 23:20),

Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle.....?
He whe does not put his money out o usury
{Psalm 13:5).

The cnormity of the problem can be illus-
trated like this: If Moses had deposited only
one shekel at a bank, at only one percent per
annum, thus taking 70 years to double to two
shekels, it would by now have doubled 46 times
to become today over 50 million million
shekels, enough to make every Jew a nwlti-
millionaire. Such sustained growih was
obscured in the Ancient World by the conting-
ous political and military upheavals. But in
Egvpt the problem of usury may have became
apparent to Moscs forat his time there had been
astableregime inthe Valley ofthe Nile for over
1000 years. Any “monopoly” game such as
money lending could ruin future generations.
Moses could see how the grain-market mo-

nopoly of his “uncle” Joseph, pfus royaliste.

qtie le roi, more pharaonic than pharaoh, had
reduced to slavery all the inhabitants of Egypt,
including his fellow Hebrews!

Eversince the time of Moses not one person
has understood the deep ceconomic significance
of usury and the importance of its ban, Moses
himself, while condemning usury and banaing
it a5 immoral, did not explain the teason ner
offer a remedy to the problem. Christianity and
Islam copied the ban on usury and enforced it
rigorously during the Middle Ages.

Paradoxically, it fell to the Jews to become
the meoney lenders of both the Christian and the
Muslim worlds, because the rabbis conven-
iently, but wrongly, ruled that a lew can lend
money and charge interest to a non-Jew. [n fact
the Torah permits a Jew to charge interest ona
foreigner and not on a non-Jew who may be
living In the same economic arca.

] can now give a truc cxplanation to the
problem. The trouble is with the monetary
system. When the merchants of Mecea asked
Mohammed “Why are we allowed to make
profil on the sale of goods, but are not allowed
to charge interest on money?” All that Moham-
med could offer in reply was that God allowed
profit on goods but forbade interest on money.
Therein is a clue to the puzzle. Money is not a
commodity it is simply a convenience, Reform

“the monetary system and then there is no need
to ban usury.
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Israel must follow the economics of the Torah

by Naim Dangoor

Inany society, a monetary medium is neces-
sary for the exchange of goods and services.

There was always a need for people to
honour money to transact their business. The
solution is to make money issued by the con-
sumer and not by the money lender or the
central bank. [n other words, let us privatise
money, and the problem will greatly disappear.
For extra needs, interest would be permiited.

With the introduction of paper money the
problem became more acute, but at the same
time has made a satisfactory solution more
possible,

Islamic banking offers a solution by at-
tempting to cure the malady by suppressing the
symptoms. This won’t do, and it has failed. The
real solution lies in making money at the free
disposal of those whe legitimately need to use
itand thus greatly avoid the need for borrowing
itself. In a small village people may be able to
conduct their daily life without the need to use
money.

But in a larger community, money becomes
essential, the principal economic function of
the State should be to provide people with this

essential medium of exchange free of charge, -

financed by land value taxation which restricts
land ownership o a jubilee of 50 vears. Citi-
zens should be given grants at birth, on leaving
school, on getting married, on starting a busi-
ness, on buying a housc and on retiring.

We have witnessed Communism fail, and
succumb to capitalism. Soon capitalism itsclf
will be found wanting, and mankind will have
to turn to the economics of the Torah of Mosgs
for an answer.

Above all, the economics of Moses will be
necessary to ensure the survival of Israel, as a
Jewish State,

It was decreed with that in mind.

If we plant in a new town a whole commu-
nity of bakers, tailors, butchers, grocers and all
kinds of consumers, but all without any cash —
how will they be able to conduct their daily
life? The easy and practical answerwouldbeby
issuing I01’s (I owe you) to each other. Thesc
promissory notes would then circulate around
and become the accepted medium of cxchange.
This then is the essence of money, especially
paper money, a series of promissory notes
issued by the people to each otherand not a note
issued by the bank on the central bank or the
money lender that the consumer will have to
buy before he can use it.

in such a regime there is no interest to pay’

on the essential function of money.

WNote: The Torah allows a Jew to charge
interest on lending to a “wokhri” which is
properly translated as a “foreigner” and not as
a“‘stranger” who is aresident alicn living in the
same economic area, a feflow-countryman, in
fact the Torah also states that if we follow its
commandments inthis respect we wouldachieve
prosperity and wili be able to lend money to
foreign countries and will not need to borrow
from them — a precept which Israel would do
well to follow. - )

This is the full meaning of Isaac’s blessing

to Jacob may the nations serve you {Genesis
17:29), Thatis, if you follow asound economic
policy, and thus become internationaf credi-
tors, foretgn countries will manufacture their
goods and send them for you to enjoy (imports)

-without you having to match with your exports,

We lost Israel 1500 years ago because the
seranger had already penctrated our life by
allowing him to acquire land. Now, so soon
after its rebirth, Israel is again slipping through
our fingers.

There is more ta religion than prayer and
fasting, The economics of Moses are not only
meant o ensure Israel’s continued survivalas a
Jewish State, by creating economic frontiers
instead of political frontiers, but they also be-
come the sure foundations of world prosperity
and world peace,

If you lend money te a friend, you must be
preparedto lose eitherthe money or your fricnd @

Lending in Jewish Law

from Ethics of Business

by Jerusalem Chief Justice
Rabbi Ezra Basri

The Torah commands us to lend
money (without interest) to the poor of
Israel. Doing so is preferable to giving
charity, In order of precedence, bath
loans and charity should be given to
one’s own poor relations before others
and to the poorof one’s city before those
of another. - '

Though lending money is a positive
commandment, a blessing is not recited
before giving a loan, The fulfilment of
the Mitzvah is not in the hands of the
lender alone. He is dependent on the
borrower who may refuse his offer,
Hence, since there is a measure of doulbt
whether the loan will be accepted, no
blessing is recited.

A person who takes interest violates
onc of the most serious sins of the Torah.
The botrower, the seribe, the witnesses,
and the guarantor as well as the lender,
all vielate Torah law by taking partina
transaction involving interest. Interest is
forbidden regardiess of whether the bor-
rower is rich or poor.

A farmer selling produce to be deliv-
ered in a month’s time, may accept a
lower price for the goods than their
present market value. However, he is
forbidden to explicitly state that he ac-
cepts this price for the goods because he
is receiving payment prior to delivery
nor may he drastically reduce the price
of the goods, thereby revealing an obvi-
ous inient to borrow with interest®




1927 — Rabbi Uzziel and his entourage of Palestine visiting Chief Rabbi Hakham Ezra Dangoor of Baghdad and his Court.

Sitting left to right: Khadhouri Sasson, Community Secretary; Dr. Cohen, secretary to Rabbi Uzziel; Chief Rabbi Hakham Ezra Dangoor;
Rabbi Uzziel: Ab Beth Din Hakham Sasson Khedhouri; Rabbi Dr. Pichman (Maimon); Head of the Zionist organisation.

Standing: Security man; community advocate Yusuf Elias; Menashi Abraham Gurji; Eliahou Iny; Dr Anwar Iny.

Chief Rabbi Dangoor took Rabbi Uzziel and his entourage to the Royal Palace and introduced them to King Feisal. Rabbi Uzziel’s visit was in
connection with offering him the position of Baghdad Chief Rabbi, following the intended retirement of Rabbi Dangoor. Rabbi Uzziel declined the
offer in view of prevailing conditions within the community @

The Canaanites spoke Hebrew
by Naim Dangoor

The Arabic section of the London Spectrum
Radio recently put on an hour-long programme
to oppose the “Jerusalem 3000 celebrations
currently being held in Israel and Diaspora, to
mark the capture of the Holy City by King
David.

The guest speaker was Jaafar Hadi Hasan,
an lraqi writer who had obtained his doctorate
from Manchester University in Jewish History
and Hebrew studies. He started by doubting
even the existence of King David and that there
was no archaeological evidence of such an
cvent. He added that even some Jewish sects
deny the authenticity of the Bible and regard its
narratives as myths. In this connection, he cited
the book that has appeared in America (The
Sacred Chain, a history of the Jews by Norman
F Cantor).

Listeners phoned in to support his postula-
tions, claiming that the Palestinian Arabs, as
well as the Syrians and the Lebanese, were the
direct descendants of the Canaanites, who, they
said, were Arabs. The Jews were outsiders and
complete strangers to the region.

I was half asleep as | listened to this false
propaganda, and when | woke up, I telephoned
the radio station and spoke to Dr Jaafar. |
directly asked him what language did the
Canaanites speak? Was it Arabic, or did they
perhaps speak Hebrew? Dr Jaafar readily ad-

mitted that the Canaanites spoke Hebrew. “But
what evidence,” he asked, “was there that the
children of Israel who came to conquer Canaan
spoke the same language?”’ The clear evidence,
[ said, 1s that the children of Israel spoke the
language in which the Torah was given at Sinai
three months after the Exodus, which was He-
brew. “Ah.” replied Dr Jaafar, “If you have any
evidence that the Torah was given in Hebrew,
I would be very interested to ook at it.” “If not
in Hebrew,” I said in amazement, “then was the
Torah givenin Greek or Egyptian language and
who translated it to Hebrew, and when?”

“That is the point,” countered Dr Jaafar.
“We just don’t know. All we know is that the
Torah as we have it today was first recorded in
Babylon in the Fifth Century B.C.E.”

It would be interesting and illuminating if
this argument could be carried further, and |
wonder on whom is the onus of proof — on me,
or on Dr Jaafar?

[ remain convinced of course that the Israel-
ites of the Exodus were migrant labourers from
Canaan, that they spoke Hebrew and that the
Torah was given at Sinai in Hebrew. However,
one fact was established — that the Canaanites
did not speak Arabic.

Verily, it was the Arabs who were in
fact outsiders and strangers to the Fertile
Crescent®

Alenu

Often 1 notice that during Alenu at the end
of the service, some people bow their head
when we say “Shehem mishtahavim” which, of
course, refers to the heathens worshipping their
vain idols.

We should bow our head at the following
“ve anachnu mishtahavim™.

My brother, Abdullah, recently reminded
me that, when 9 years old, I noticed the same
mistake happening in Baghdad. 1 brought this
to the attention of my late grandfather, who was
Chief Rabbi, and, as a result, he made an
announcementat the Great Synagogue of Bagh-
dad, that we should bow our head, not at the
first but at the second “mishtahavim” as it
would be a sacrilege and a blasphemy to do
otherwise. Now, 70 years on, the problem is
still with us,plus ¢a change, plus ¢ est la méme
chose. Perhaps an announcement in the Bulle-
tin would be useful.

[t is time, | think, to restore the second half
of this prayer which was removed in Europe by
the order of a German Kaiser many years ago,
but was still recited in Baghdad and some other
places.

A similar but even more widespread mis-
take happens when the Hazan says “"Barekhu ".
Most people prematurely bow at that point,
which is not an offence in itself, but then they
lift their head before we say “Baruch Ha 'Shem”
which is the correct moment when our head
should be bowed down®

N.D.
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“Peace and conflict in the Middle East”

EXTRACTS FROM A SPEECH DELIVERED BY MOSHE KAHTAN
ON 15/11/1995 TO THE LE*CHAIM SOCIETY, OXFORD

Peace, undoubtedly is everybody’s dream
but what is relevant is what kind of peace. But
first what kind of conflict?

Those who, today, refer to Hebron as “Arab
Hebron” should take note how this town which
can'be described as the cradle of Judaism be-
came “Arab”. By massacring man, woman and
child and expelling the rest, Hebron has as-
sumed the title of an Arab town,

" From 1922 the year of the first partition of
Palestine the Jewish presence was oxcluded
from the Eastern part. As to the part lying to the
west of the Jordan river the British authorities
proceeded withapolicy ofallowing unrestricted
entry for Arabs coming from Egypt, the Ara-
bian Peninsula, Turkey, Sudan, Bosnia ete
whilst at the same time subjected Jewish entry
to all sorts of restrictions, quotas, white papers,
green papers, peel paper and at times closurc.

What was known as the “Palestinian Jewigh
Brigade” was fighting alongside the British
forces and conducting operations in North Af-
rica, the Middle East and bevond whilst the
Palestinian Arab leadership personified by the
Mufti Amin Al Husseini as the guest of Hitler
in Berlin putting the last touches for imple-
menting the final solution of the Jews in the
Middle East when the Third Reich marched
into the region.

One of the many myths that have been
extensively developed is that Israel was created
in the Middlc East to accommodate a foreign
element imported from Europe i.e., to make up
forthe injustice, which incidentally, is claimed
by many revisionists today not to have hap-
pened at all.

The injustice meted by Europeans to the
Jews. Nothing can be more misleading. Jewish
presence in this area goes back to the dawn of
civilisation. It certainly goes back much further
than tie relatively recent Arab conquest of the
land and therefore Jews are there by right and
this is a fact which cannot be ignored even ifit
suits certain political objectives for seme.

I would like to come back to what happened
in the Arab countries after Israel gained her
independcnce in 1948, The Jewish populations
under Arab rule in the Middle East were sub-
jected to new waves of persecutions which
began the process of ethnic cleansing of a
people whose roots go back 2500 years in the
land and this was only done because they were
Jews.,

Today the once flourishing Jewish commu-
nities in [raq, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen, Egypt
and the rest of North Africa have become
practically non-existing and the [and
Judenrein....... up to one million people were
made refugees and offered a one way journey
out, abandoning their homes, their lands and
their possessions. If real peace is being sought
shouldn’t all the facts be dealt with? Should
Justice be meted only to the side which commit-
ted the aggression whilstthe victim is denicd all
rights, recognition and redress?

Until recently, Istacl has been for many,
many lews, not only adrcam come true but that
of a hope that took over 2000 years to fulfil,

When in Jung 1992 a new government was
elected to power it was only fair to give it a
chance to try its own percetved way of bringing
about peace with the Arabs. It was electedona
certain platform in which it declared what will
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be the do’s and the don’ts of its policy, and
promises were made for peace to be achicved
before a year was out!! There and then it should
have been realised by many if not all that there
was a big flaw in that promise and, to our cost,
we are coming to realise by the day, that what
they promised has nothing and could have
nothing in common with reality and reality isa
very important part of the equation, norindeed,
with what they proceeded to do.

It now transpires that Israel’s Government
is inclined to go the Arab route in autocracy to
try and fabricate a so-called peace, | say so-
called because what is being done today with
the PLO is simply a misrepresentation of the
meaming of the word. It all amounts to a serics
of individval decisions made by a number of
people in contradiction to what they promised
before being elected, based on illusions they
describe as vision, engulfed in deception and
secrecy, wrapped in a veil of contradicting the
reality of what they are doing and its consc-
quences, acting in the name of a people who
they no longerrepresent, whose trust, one might
say, they have betrayed and clinging to power
through repressive measures against any oppo-
sition by relying on a majority derived from
parties who have made quite clear where their
loyalties Hie and these are certainly neither with
the State nor with its people. It is wrong for the
present Government to pretend that Jews out-
side Tsragl should mind their own business.
Jews all over the world are exposed to the
consequences of its policies, embracing the
perpetrators of terror and claiming that by giv-
ingthem or rather giving in to them, peace is on
the way is not telling ¢he truth.

Real peace will only come when the desire
for it is genuinely reciprocal and not because
one side is getting a fee. It will come when there
is justice for all and an equitable outcome
reflecting the responsibility and the conse-
guences-of past acts and deeds. The Arab
countries must not only enjoy the benefits of a
settiement, they must also share in carrying the
burden of it. They have started a process of a
population exchange by getting rid of all the
Jews in their countries. Now they should, as a
mimtmum, help in the resettlement of their kith
and kin, using the massive land resources and
the financial ones. ' _

Today the chicf of the most notorious ter-
roristorganisation is treated as a world statesman
and awarded the by now very devalued Nobel

Prize for peace, a peace that he cannot even.

establish with his own people let alone with
others. How come Hitler did not get it, where
did he go wrong? A world community applaud-
ing an Isracli Government which considers
Jewish presence an obstacle to peace and is
working towards the eventval eviction of its
citizens from where they have set up homes but
calls any eviction of Arabs “Ethnic Cleansing”
thercby dancing to Arafat’s tunc. An Isracli
Government signing Agreements of the grav-
est importance and whick have tremendously
serious implications with the utmost indeceat
haste, without cven scttling their details with a
man who dishonoured every single agreement
he made — and there is quite a zumber of themn.

An Israeli Government only too ready and
willing to satisfy false claims by Arabs.on
Israel whilst sweeping the Jewish claims on

Arabs under the carpet and ignoring their exist-
ence, presumably not to upset the Ambs.

Negotiations have been and are being con-
ducted well outside the framework which
formed the basis of the Madrid Conference and
which hardly bear any relationship to what it
was all about. This is not only dishonest but
potentially spells disaster for Israel.

What is being done now can hardly lead to
peace. it will more likely lead to a major disas-
ter. Peace cannot happen as a result of a
one-sided intention whilst the other side merely
pretends as long as it is on the receiving end.

On the other hand we must not relent in our
efforts to achieve real peace. But it will not be
by camouflaging facts;

Peace with Jordan, was good and it had the
blessing of the majority of the Israeli people as
was reflected in the Knesset vote and that is the
way it should be. The process with the PLO is
by all definitions bizarre and is nothing more
than a kind of appeasement which had always
fed to disasters when practised and does not
have the support of a large segment of the
public who arc worried, and with good rcason,
about where it will take the country to.

As 1 watched on television last November
bidding farewell to one of its heroes that many
loved, athers respected, some supported, oth-
ers disagreed with, yet as 1 watched all those
people, world leaders many of them such as
Prince Charles, President Mubarak, King
Hussein there for the first time participating
with all the others on this solemn oceasion, |
could not help but wonder: O Lord God of
Israel, must we always be recognised and ap-
preciated in death? Where were they all in life
and why O why did it take them so long?®

Our Iraqi friend living in Rivadh is inter-
csted to reccive copics of the last three issue of
The Scribe in which appear interesting and
histeric photographs of Iraq. T shall be gratefisl
if you can send these issues to me so that I can
pass it on to him. With many thasks. Your
brother.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia  Adnan al-Rashid

Scribe: Dr Adnan al-Rashid was born in Bagh-
dad in 1934. He worked as a journalist until
1957, After studying the French language in
Paris for onc year, he read German literature at
Leipzig University from 1958-1965. Thereaf-
ter he entered Hanover University where he
obtained his doctorate in German literature. He
returned to Baghdad to teach German at the
Baghdad University. In 197% he moved to
Saudi Arabia where he is teaching German at
King Saud University. In a recent issue of the
Al-Hayat Arabic paper, which appears in Lon-
don, he wrote an impressive article in defence
of the Jews of Iraq, criticising their treatment
by successive Iragi administrations. He writes,
“While kragi Governments built prisons and
detention centres, the Jows of Trag built schools,
hospitals and community centres. While the
Moslems of Baghdad refused to build an or-
phanagein 1935, the Jewishbencfactor, Senator
Menahem Daniel, took on himselfthe total cost
of building an orphanage for the Moslem com-
munity on a site measuring 15,000 square
metres, which produced many whe became
doctors, engineers and army officers.”

He wrote in the same article of his experi-
ence in the Farhood of 1941 as a boy of scven.
He was standing outside his home when a
threatening mob approached brandishing dag-
gers and other weapons. “When they came near
me they said he is good looking so he must be
Jewish and attempted to kill me until T was
rescued by a neighbonr.”®



The Holocaust and the Atom
Bomb

Whenever | read of a national disaster which
anumberofpeople met their death, I ask myself
how it compares with the Holocaust. Thus,
when a recent earthquake killed 200 people, I
worked out that it would take 30,000, yes thirty
thousand such earthquakes to equal the Holo-
caust. Everytime I go to the Royal Albert Hall,
next door, which seats 6000, [ realize that that
number of Jews were led to the gas ovens every
day of the Final Solution, Jan "42-April '45.

The recent discovery of a mass grave of
3000 in war-torn Bosnia has shocked the world.
Yet Holocaust is equivalent to 2000 of such
mass killings.

Much fuss was made over the Hiroshima
bomb which killed 30,000. Yet it would take
200, yes two hundred such atom bombs to kill
the 6 million of the Holocaust,

The atom bomb was exclusively a Jewish
device, planned, designed and produced by
Jewish scientists and later chaired by Bernard
Baruch. The pity is that it wasn't ready in time
to drop on Hitler's head and his fellow Huns.
You wicked Huns — you ought to be destroyed.
“Worthy is he who will repay you in your coin.
Worthy is he who will dash your babes against
the rock.”

Berlin in the year 2000, ready for inaugura-
tion, population 6 million.

Israel has 200 atom bombs which Shimon
Peres has promised to get rid of as soon as
lasting peace is established in the Middle East.
These 200 bombs can really be put to good use
by dropping them over........ No, it can’t be
done.

How to treat the Holocaust
We must only measure the Holocaust by the
way it affects us. If we succumb to it, if we
accept its punishment, if we only mourn its
memory and wither under its heavy weight,
thenthe perpetrators of the Final Solution would
have achieved their objective. We can, on the
other hand, transcend that cataclysm in our
history, by restoring our strength by replenish-
ing our numbers, by replacing the lost 6 millions.
Israel’s Jewish population would have become
by now some 8 million. In the last 50 years,
there were, instead, 2 million abortions. As a
result, we lost the demography race with the
Arabs, and had to surrender Judea, Samariaand
Gaza. It is not too late to reverse the process.
The choice is with us, and not with our
enemies! ®
N.D.

Islamic Terror

Islamic fundamentalists must be careful what
they do in the name of Islam.

For if Islam means the murder of innocent
people, then there are many Islamic targets that
could provide a terrible response to Hamas and
Jihad atrocities.

The silence of Moslem lay and religious
leaders of the terrorist activities can only be
interpreted as a sign of approval.

Many Arab editors have applauded the lat-
est suicide outrage. They should be given a
taste of their own medicine®

The Royal Albert Hall in London, filled to its capacity by 6,000 Jewish mourners (whom God
preserve) at the Rabin Memorial Service last November. This number of Jews were sent to the
Gas ovens EVERY DAY of the Final Solution 1942-1945.

Relative Values

The real strength of the
Jewish people
by Naim Dangoor
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India which has a population of 930 million
has recently applied to have a permanent seat
on the Security Council. But should a country
that merely has so many mouths to feed be
entitled to a place of privilege in the United
Nations? The Arabs also continue to intimidate
Israel that they number 250 millions. Is that an
asset or a liability?

A Chinese and an Isracli were travelling
next to each other on a plane. The Chinese
asked the [sraeli, “How big is your nation, we
hear and read such a lot about you?” Shy to say
5 million, the Israeli said 50 million, “Exactly”,
said the Chinese, such a small country and yet
you are always in the news. We are 1200
million”.

#1200 million™?, retorted the Israeli, “and
yet we hear very little about you!”

Jews suffer from one inferiority complex —
namely, the inferiority of numbers.

At the beginning of the Current Era Jews
constituted 10 percent of the populations both
of the Roman and of the Persian empires. But,
as a result of the Roman-Jewish war of 66-70,
the destruction of the Temple, which cost the
lives of 2 million Jews, the scattering of the
Remnant farand wide, the voluntary and forced
conversions first to Christianity and later to
Islam, the savage persecutions of ourtwo daugh-
terreligions, the Crusades, the Mogul invasions
of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, our
numbers were decimated. By the year 1500
there were only 1.5 million Jews left of whom
one million were Sephardim.

But as a result of the general population
explosion that followed the Industrial Revolu-
tion two hundred years ago, as well of Jewish
emancipation, our numbers increased rapidly,
and that by 1930 there were 16 million Jews out
of a world population of 2000 million — 15
million Ashkenazim and still only one million
Sephardim.

Since then, as a result of the savage Holo-
caust, the marriages out of the Faith now running
at over 50 percent, our numbers are now only
12 million out of a world population of over
5000 million — a mere drop in the ocean —0.24
percent against (.8 percent 70 years ago.

Such a disparity no doubt has its psycho-
logical effect both on the Jew and the non-Jew.
Because we are not backed by numbers, evena
person like De Gaulle, by no means an enemy,
characterised the Jews as pushy and domineer-
ing.
But Jewish influence in the world, ancient
and modern, goes far beyond our meagre num-
bers; in religion, literature, science, cinema,
politics, philosophy, finance, music, art, medi-
cine, 20 percent of Nobel prize winners have
been Jews. The three outstanding personalities
of modern times were Jews — Marx, Einstein
and Freud.

In the modern world, where political phi-
losophy is based purely on crude numbers, the
Jews are bound to be losers. As we enter a new
millenium it would be more equitable to change
our political thinking so that the Jewish people
and the Chinese people will get equal evalua-
tion and the voting within particular countries
to reflect a person’s individual contribution to
his society.

Before a permanent seat on the Security
Council is allocated to the war criminals of
Germany and Japan, or to India and the Arabs,
it should be offered to the Jewish People, who
would have sobering and stabilising influence
on the destiny of mankind®

1 find The Scribe to be “the best journal
ever’'®

London Mr & Mrs Amron
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Keren Hayesod
in Baghdad

Dr. Shlomo Hillel, World Chairman of Keren
Hayesod has sent us the following letter sent
from the Chief Rabbinate of Baghdad to Keren
Hayesod in London in December 1923,

This document was recently discovered in
the Central Zionist Archives in Jerusalem. It
shows the close attachment of the Baghdad
Community to charitable causes in the Holy
Land.

From: Chief Rabbi [A.C.T.G.] Baghdad

To: Dr. Feiwel,

The Directorate of the Keren Hayesod, London
Dear Sir,

With reference to your request to exercisc
influence upon the members of the K.H. Com-
mittee witha view to collecting the outstanding
funds pledged to the K.H. and to remit the
proceeds collected, we beg to state that no such
exertion is ever necessary, as the Committee
are wholeheartedly devoted to the cause of the
K.H, doing their best to win many new con-
tributors including those who have hitherto not
participated, and to enhance the standard of the
Keren Hayesod in this country, so as to become
most helpful in the reconstruction of our Holy
Land. Who could dare to stand aloof from such
agreat and holy enterprise? We entertain every
hope and feel confident that in virtue of this
great work, which implies both the task of
settling the position in Palestine, and that of
providing a living for the many destitute breth-
ren who are engaged in this reconstruction,
God will send us the true Saviour who will
bring us back to His House within our life-time
as early as He may please, Amen and Shalom®

(signed) Ezra Ruben Dangoor
Chief Rabbi (A.C.T.G.)
Baghdad

I am the grand daughter of Joseph Elias
Gabbay, deceased in Iraq in 1927, daughter
of Eliahu Gabbay, currently living in San
Francisco, and niece of Shlomo Gabbay, re-
cently deceased in London.

In the interest of furthering my knowledge
of my heritage and learning more about
Babylonian Jewry I should like to take out a
subscription to your magazine. | should also
like to know if there are any back issues which
might contain articles about my grandfather,
who was a barrister in Baghdad and Aide-de-
Camp to King Feisal from 1920 to 1927.
New York Anne Gabbay Apostolatos

Scribe Reply: We were interested in the
information contained in your letter regarding
your grandfather. His full name was Joseph
Elias Murad Gubbay. He was born in 1877 and
studied law in Istanbul, graduating in 1905. On
his return, he was appointed Director of Posts
and Telegraphs in Fao near Basra. In 1908 he

was appointed Investigating Magistrate in Basra -

and then in Mosul in 1913, After travelling in
Turkey, Syria and Egypt he returned to start his
own law practice. In 1924 he was elected to
represent Baghdad at the Constitution for the
State of Iraq headed by King Feisal. He died in
1927. However, we have no knowledge of his
being Aide-de-Camp to the King. If you have
any information on this point please let us
know. By coincidence (or perhaps by telepa-
thy) your letter arrived the same day that we
received a photograph from Keren Hayasod in
Jerusalem, in which your grandfather appears
(as above, st on the right).

1923 — Keren Hayesod emissary in Baghdad

From right: Joseph Elias Murad Gabbay; Eliahu Yehezkel Menahem Iny; Menashe
Abraham Gurji; Shaul David; Hakham Bashi Moshe Haim; Dr. Ariel Ben-Zion (Keren
Hayasod emissary from London); Sion Shlomo Aboudi; Abraham Haim Reuben Somekh;

Binyamin Moshe; Binyamin Eliahu.

(Picture taken at Alliance Girls’ School building). The picture appeared on the first page
of Scribe No. 24 but the above caption is more complete and accurate®

The list of Baghdad
Contributors 1923
Names Rupees
Dahood Salman Dahan 20
Aharon Shaool Aboo Dahan 10
Morza Dahan 20
Nessim Selman Dahan 20
Ezra Heskel Dalah 20
Gourgey Saleh Dalah 20
Jacob Saleh Dalah 25
Shaool Kouhi Dalah 15
Sion Hakham Dangoor 20
Sion Hakham Dangoor 50
Sion Nissim Dangoor 20
Sion Meir Dangoor 20
Nissim Salim Dangoor & Zekharia Dangoor 30
Looloo bint Ezra Daoud 20
Meir Sion Jacob Darzi 40
Abraham Ezra Eliahoo Hakham David 150
Eliahoo Isaac Saleh Shlomo David 240
Barookh Heskel Haim David 30
Eliahoo Hakham David 10
Ezra Saleh Eliahoo Shlomo David 60
Yoseph David & Brother 25
Hakham Moshi Haim David 15
Isaac Ezra Shelomo 30
Hakham Moshi Haim Shelomo David 15
Jacob Besalel David 100

In this nuclear age, persuasion seems to be
the only practical weapon left to us; the alterna-
tive is universal annihilation.

Freya Stark

Scribe: The gap betweenthe Hydrogenbomb
and the Atom bomb is even greater than the gap
betweenthe Atombomb andanordinary bomb®

Names Rupees
Shamoun Meir David 20
Shaool Saleh Shelomo Eliahoo David 160
Sion David 30
Yacoob Shaool David 20
Yehuda Saleh Shelomo David 120
Yehuda Saleh Shelomo David 60
Abdullah Hakham Dangoor 60
Sasson Heskel Doori 5
Heskel David Doorni 60
Eliahoo Heskel Denouss 400
Ezra Aboodi Darwish 200
Sulman Reuben & Joseph Moshi Ekairib 10
Abraham Nessim Ekka 40
Isaac Haji Ezra Haroon El Sayigh 40
Hakham Heskel Ezra Elia 6
Ezra Salman Elia 10
Meir Jacob Elias 80
Selim Abraham Eliahoo 50
Shaoul Abraham Elisha 15
Ezra Salman Elsayegh 10
Houbi Yehooda Hakham 600
Joori Nissim Ezair 25
Joon Nisim Ezair 75
Yahya Jacob Ezair 300
Yehooda Jacob Ezair 150
Abraham Abdul Ezer 10
Heskel Haim Ezoori®@ 200

I refer to the photograph of the Alliance
School Boy Scouts appearing on page 22 of
your last issue. The year in fact was 1935 and
not 1925. | appear in the second row standing,
sixth from the left, and my brother Henry, in the
first row standing, fourth from left. Our father
M. Sasson is the first in the first row®
London Albert Sasson
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More on Circumcision
by Kurt Fleischmann

To the average person the ceremony of
circumcision is closely linked to the Jews. At
least in the West.

Nothing, however, is further from the truth.
Circumcision has been practiced at one time or
another by most peoples, except the Mongols,
the ancestors of today’s Hungarians and Finns.
British Royals and some aristocrats are known
to have used the late Dr Snowman, who was
also a Mohel.

How old is the ceremony of circumcision?
And how wide-spread? Well, there is a paint-
ing, said to be 5000 years old, located in Saggara,
in Egypt, depicting a priest, with a knife in one
hand, holding between his thumb and first
finger of his other hand, the penis of a baby.
And circumcision can be traced even further
back. Every male is born with a foreskin which
is removed by circumcision.

All male Jews are supposed to submit to this
ceremony when they are eight days old.

Jewish circumcision began with that of
Abraham, being our Patriarch’s covenant with
Jehova. Nowadays the ceremony initiates Jew-
ish males into the Jewish people, and must be
performed by a Mohel who, although well
trained, may, but need not be a medical doctor,
which is, where controversy starts.

Thus Dr. Morris Sifman of the Initiation
Society, which trains and supplies Mohelim,
had this to say: “The Torah tells us to do it
(circumeision in the traditional manner) since
there is no proof it is harmful.” He added,
however: “If it can be proved that the practice
were detrimental to health, we may think again.”
He added that some doctors think on the con-
trary that it is useful.

When asked what Halacha had to say, if
anything, on whether circumcision must be
performed the traditional way, he said:
“Halachically there is probably no objection to
performing circumcision only by doctors at the
hospital. The reason he gave was that in his
opinion, traditional circumcision is less painful
for the child — no matter what doctors say, as
well as safer in young babies. During the tradi-
tional Jewish circumcision the baby cries, yet
the baby cries as violently if it is anaesthetised.
So it is questionable which procedure is really
more painful, the actual Brif or the injection.

Dr. Sifman gave Halacha as the reason why
he supported the traditional Brir. An attitude
which may not satisfy all Jews or others. Fortu-
nately, there are quite a numberofotherreasons
forcircumcision; reasons which may have been
inthe minds of oursages—e.g. Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob and Moses. Circumcised males may find
it easier to keep the penis clean.

Jewish men and women, too, are less often
afflicted by cancer. This is shown by the fact
that, in India, Moslems, who circumcise, suffer
less often from cancer of the penis than their
Hindu neighbours, who don’t.

No rabbi, [ had spoken to, nor Dr. Sifman,
thought that Halacha forbade anaesthesia. This
would give parents a choice.

Naim Dangoor adds:

Circumcision — the long and the short of it.
The foreskin was a natural protection for the tip
of the male organ in man and in beast. When
people began to wear clothes, that protection
was no longer necessary and the foreskin be-
came redundant. The hygienic advantages of
removing it became compelling,

The verdict, therefore, is that man should be
circumcised (the carlier the better) and that
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Jews must learn to swim!

As the fleeing Israclites reached the seashore and found they could not get to the other side,
Moses pleaded with God, saying “We are unable to get across the waters. Pharaoh and his army are
hot on our trail and will catch up with us any moment now. What shall 1 do?”

And the Lord said to Moses, “I am parting the Red Sea this time, but in future, Jews must learn

to swim!”

In Baghdad, Jewish boys and girls were taught to swim in the Tigris at an early age. There were
two instructors, Dahud El-Sebbah and his brother Selman. During the summer months, when the
level of the river was low, the water clear, and the current usually rushing as a tiger was weak, pupils
would meet at the waterfront to be taught the crawl, the breast stroke, the back stroke and diving.

[nitially, three or four pieces of balsa-like lightweight wood from the base of the palm tree
branches, called “Karab™ are tied around the waist to buoy up the swimmer. These are gradually
shed, one by one, as progress is made and, after a few weeks, the pupil would attempt to swim across
the river (a distance of some 250 metres) without Karab; and finally to swim there and back fully

clothed®

The above picture sent by Albert Sasson taken in 1935 shows a group of boys and girls in the
river with their instructor... left to right: Faraj Gourji; Naim Obadia; Salim Mahlab; Albert

Sasson; Akram Sheberou; Elias Dabby.

animals should remain uncircumeised.

However, the operation has acquired some
religious significance as evidenced by the fact
that circumcised adults who convert to Judaism
are still required to undergo a symbolic letting
of a drop of blood.

The debate on circumcision can be divided
into two aspects.

1) Its hygienic value.

2) The way it is carried out. Opponents to
the practice tend to confuse the issue by saying
that because it may be painful, therefore it
should be abolished. However, if circumcision
has hygienic merits, it should be retained and
carried out under acceptable conditions.

Some rabbis are saying privately that there
is nothing in the Halacha (Jewish Law) against
carrying out circumcision under local anaes-
thetic, either by injection or cream. Let us have
this ruling officially, in writing. Because 1
suspect that at the Brit, which is entering intoa
covenant with God, both parties have to be
awake.

Thus, there is an unfortunate parallel be-
tween circumcision and Shechita in that, in
both cases, the “victims’ have to be fully con-
scious; that is why while the Moslems have
accepted pre-stunning of the animals, Jews
cannot accept that. It is notable that the baby is
given a drop of wine to calm it, after the
circumcision has been carried out and not be-
fore. In Arabia boys are usually circumcised
when they reach puberty at the age of thirteen,
the age at which Ismael was circumcised by

Abraham and may have been the original age of
circumcision. Circumcised boys are not al-
lowed to enter the ladies’ quarters. The Arabic
word for circumecision (Khatan) corresponds to
the Hebrew word for bridegroom (Hatan).

In America, 60-80 percent of the male ba-
bies are circumcised at birth, whereas in Europe
only about five percent are circumcised. This
may be a cynical measure of civilisation against
aggressiveness, which is borne out by the geno-
cide committed by the Europeans during the
Second World War.

We may wonder why Christians celebrate
the birth of Jesus on 25th December and not at
the start of the Christian Year. The explanation
is, that the 1st of January was onginally re-
served for his circumcision which Jews consider
a more important event than the birth.

Ata recent dinner of the Board of Deputies,
President Tabachnick told the audience that
Shechita and circumcision are safe from sup-
pression by government legislation which
indicates the sporadic attempts to interfere in
our ancient traditions.

The January issue of the Reader's Digest,
U.S. edition, lists the following argumen