


My Life and Tlmes, Part 11

by Salim Dangoor.
My children asked me whether they

have to go to the Scribe to read some of

the stories of their father! So, here goes:

While in Iran T made a good name for
myself and when I came to Sweden was
received with open arms by the Iranian
Embassy and became the best friend of all
successive Ambassadors. My only trouble
was that I had to defend Iraq whenever
there were differences between the two
countries. There was no Iraqi Embassy in
Sweden then.

When the Shah came to Sweden for an
official visit he asked me why I never re-
turned to Iran. When I told him that my
children can get better education here, he
decided to send me a small boy that was
born in the same hospital as the Crown
Prince, almost the same minute.

— Give him a Swedish education so that
he can be a playmate to the Crown Prince.

The boy came to Sweden and stayed
with us at home-for fifteen years. Unfortu-
nately when he was old enough to return at
the age of eighteen, it was already the last
days of the Shah and his regime. He left
for the U.S. where he still lives.

Side story: Iraq was represented by
Camille (Kamel) Ghazala, a Christian
Iraqi. who got the honorary Consulate
General as a sort of compensation for his
trouble once in Baghdad. He was Director
of Agriculture and was returning one day
from an inspection. That same day, in
1928, Sir Alfred Mond was to visit Bagh-
dad and a demonstration was arranged to
stop him from entering the city. The Brit-
ish Embassy tried to avoid an incident and
diverted his car in the last minute. But the
mole was still waiting for this Zionist,
when a big car, chauffeur driven arrived.
They surrounded it and pulled out “Sir Al-
fred” and started to beat and kick him
before he could tell them that he was
Camille Ghazala. Afterwards, he was so
disgusted that he left Iraq and became the
Consul General,

In 1966 Hardan AIl-Tikriti was ap-
pointed First Ambassador to Sweden.

Side story: Hardan Al Tikriti joined
the Iragi Army in 1946 at the age of 21. In
1963 he was a full general and chief of the
Iraqi Air Force! By the end of that year he
became the Minister of Defence!! He was
very ambitious and apparently he wanted
to advance further. So the other generals
plotted to stop him, They suggested that he
lead a delegation of five generals to nego-
tiate with President Nasser in Cairo. Few
days after his arrival, when the negotiation
was completed, he got a phone call from
the President in Baghdad that he cannot re-
turn unless he wants to go to prison. The
five generals plotted against him and the
alternative was that he accept an appoint-
ment as Ambassador to Sweden. He told
me afterwards that he was furious and left
for Geneva. From there he tried to contact
his friends in the Army, but to no avail. A
couple of weeks afterwards, when his
funds were exhausted, he accepted the
Ambassadorship.

In Stockholm we became good friends.
I helped him to open the Embassy in one
of my buildings and we used to meet a few
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Salim Dangoor with Dr Moshe Yegar,
former Israel Ambassador to Sweden, now
Ambassador to Prague

times a week. He kept telling me that he
will not stay long as Ambassador and that
he must return to Baghdad and take over
the power again! When that happens, “I
am going to take Iraq back ten years, to
the time of the monarchy, which we
thought was so bad and is now ten times
worse!™ [ listened to his statements with a
pinch of salt, little did I know that he
would succeed one day.

In Stockholm he met many Iraqi pilots.
Later it became known that he plotted with
two of them to bring down the President’s
plane! Everything went according to plan,
but in the last minute just when the Presi-
dent was going to fly somewhere, one of
these two pilots fell on the feet of the
President and exposed the plot. Immedi-
ately the second pilot was shot and an
urgent telegram was sent to the Embassy
stating that the Ambassador had been con-
demned to death and that he should leave
the Chancellery and Residence immedi-
ately.

By chance I was sitting with the Am-
bassador that day when the Counsellor,
Ibrahim Wali, pushed the door wide open
and threw the telegram in front of the Am-
bassador, This same Counsellor used to
show the greatest respect and refused even
to sit down in the presence of his boss, but
now everything changed.

“Ibrahim, I know, tomorrow morning I
will leave.”

— “You are to leave now immediately
and within an hour, from the Residence.

— “But it is four o'clock in the after-
noon, where can 1 go with a wife and four
small kids?”

— “It is none of my business, and if you
do not leave I will call the police.”

When [ tried to mediate, lbrahim said
that I should not intervene as this is a seri-
ous political matter, and he left the room.

I told the Ambassador that he can move
to my summer house temporarily. But he
said that he has no chance of repaying me
for this noble gesture. I told him that we
are [riends after all, and this is the least [
could do. He accepted humbly and stayed
about two weeks and then left for London.
(By the way, this Ibrahim Wali was re-
called to Baghdad and became private
secretary to President Aref!).

[ did not hear from Hardan for many
months. Apparently he wrote to the Presi-
dent, apologised for his plot and promised
to be a faithful citizen to serve the Presi-
dent! He was believed and allowed to
return to Baghdad where, you guessed, he
made another coun d’etat.

One day I got a phone call from Bagh-

dad from the Ministry of Defence. To my
surprise it was Hardan. “Salim, I am now
the Vice President of Iraq, do you remem-
ber what I used to tell you? I shall never
forget your brotherly act to offer your
house to someone condemned to death.”

Sometime afterwards it occurred to me
that may be through Hardan I could help to
improve the relations between Iran and
Iraq. After long negotiations Hardan
agreed to visit Iran il he gets an invitation
from the Shah! Through my friends in Iran
the matter was brought to the attention of
the Shah and he liked the idea. But rather
than send an invitation that could be re-
fused, he sent his Foreign Minister to
extend the invitation. Hardan left for Iran
and was royally received. He was taken
everywhere and shown the might of the
Iranian Army and Air Force of the Shah.
Then after a week he met the Shah. To the
surprise of all, in a gesture of strength and
greatness, the Shah accepted to solve all
outstanding problems to the benefit of
Iraq: the question of the Kurds, of shattel
Arab, of the frontier, of the waters, of the
holy places of Kerbala and Najal. Few
months afterwards, at a meeting of the
heads of Islamic states in Algiers, the
President of Iraq walked towards the Shah
and kissed him on both cheeks, much to
the surprise of all present, including for-
eign reporters. Nobody could imagine how
this rapprochement started. The story of
Hardan finished with murder. Once in Ku-
wait, while coming out of his plane, he
was gunned and killed. Nobody ever found
the killer.

Once when Iraq announced that they
would hang a second batch of Jews, 1 was
approached by Israel to intervenec with
“your friend the Vice President”. I ar-
ranged to write a nice letter and sent it to
Baghdad with no less a messenger than the
Mexican Ambassador in Stockholm, Mr
Carlos Guiterrez, a mutual friend. There
was a cry all over the world against this
hanging, and I do not know how much my
appeal helped, but the fact remains that the
condemned Jews were never hanged.

Side story: When [ came to Sweden
there was another Iragi Jew living in
Gothenburg, Dr Jack Wadham. He was a
famous dentist in Baghdad appointed to
the Palace as the chief royal dentist. He
was married to a beautiful Swedish girl,
but after sometime, for evident reasons, he
decided to take her back to Sweden to save
his marriage. In Sweden he could only get
a job as an assistant dentist in a hospital,
with a promise that aflter five years when
he gets his Swedish nationality, he could
have his own practice. After three years he
got fed up and accepted a position as lec-
turer in an American university. But he did
not like it there and decided to return to
his wife and daughter. To his shock he was
told that now he has to stay a new period
of five years to get Swedish nationality, as
the first three years were cancelled after
his departure.

He was very depressed and one of his
friends phoned me to say that Jack is going

to commit suicide, probably that same

evening. I spoke to him on the phone for
over one hour but he was adamant. I tried
to contact the police, but they answered
that they could do nothing until he really
committed suicide! Which he did that
same evening®







The New English Bible

The Apocrypha

The Books of the Apeccrypha are Jew-
ish writings that cover the period of the
Second Temple. They were not considered
important encugh to be included in the
canon of the Jewish Scriptures.

Some Christian churches, however, re-

. gard the Apocrypha as part of the Bible,
appearing between the “Qld Testament™
and the “New Testament”,

From 1 ESDRAS (Ezra)

King Josiah’s Passover

Josiah kept the Passover at Jerusalem in
honour of his Lord and sacrificed the
Passover victims on the fourteenth day of
Nisan. The priests, duly robed in their vesi-
ments, he stationed in the temple of the
Lord according to the order of daily sery-
ice. He commanded the Levites, who scrved
the temple in Israel, to purify themsclves
for the Lord, in order to place the holy Ark
of the Lord in the house which was built by
King Solomon. ‘Make yourselves ready
now, to do seryvice to the Lord your God
and to minister to his people Tsrael in the
manner prescribed by King David and pro-
vided ftor so magnificently by his son
Solormon. Observe the Passover according
te the vrdinances of the Lord which was
given to Moses.’

Ta those who were prosent Josiah made
a gift of thirty thousand lambs and kids and
three (housand calves, ‘Fhese he pave from
the royal estates in fulfilment of his promise
to the people and to the priests and Levites.

This was the procedure, The priests and
the Levites, bearing the unleavened hread,
stood in all their splendour before the peo-
ple, in the order of their clans and families,
to make offerings (¢ the Lord as is laid
down in the book of Moses. This took place
in the morning. They roasted the Passover
victims over the tire in the prescribed way
and boiled the sacrifices in the vessels and
cavkdrons, and a pleasant smell went up;
then they carried portions round te the
whole assembly, After this they made
preparations both for themselves and for
their brothers the priests, the sons of
Aaron. The priests went on ¢ffering the fat
mntil nightlall, while the Levites made the
preparations both for themselves and lor
their brothers the priests. The sons of
Asaph, the temple singers, with Asaph,
Zacharias, and Eddinpus of the royal court,
and the door-keepers at cach gateway re-
mained at their station according 1o the
ordinances of David.

Such a Passover had not been kept in Is-
rael since the time of the prophet Samuel. 1t
was in the cighteenth year of Josiah’s reign
that this Passover was celebrated.

All that Josiah did he did rightly and in
whole-hearted devotion to his Lord. But pi-
ety did not save Josiah.

After all these daings of Josiah's it hap-
pened that Pharaoh King of Egypt was
advancing to attack Carchemish on the

. Enphrates, and Josiah ook the field against
him. The king of Egypt sent him this mes-
sage: “What is your business with me, king
of Judah? It is not against you that the
Lord God has sent me to lighl; my cam-
paign is on the Euphrates. The Lord is with
me, the Lord, I say, is with me, driving me
on. Withdraw, and do not oppose the Lord.’
Josiah did not torn his chariot but went for-
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ward to the attack. He disregarded what the
Lord had said through the prophet Jeremiah
and joined the battle with Pharach in the
plain of Megiddo. Pharaoh’s capiains swepl
down upon King Josizh., The king said to his
servants, “Take me out of the battle, for I am
badly harét.” Al once his servants took him
out of the line and lifted him into his second
chariof. He was brought back Lo Jerusalem,
and there he died and wus buried in his an-
cestral tomb.

Why, O Why?

FROM 2 ESDRAS

The mystery of human destiny

In the thirtieth year alter the fall ol Je-
rusalem, i, Ezra, was in Babylon, As T lay on
my bed I was troubled; my mind was filled
with perplexity, as I considered the desola-
tiom of Zion and the prosperity of those who
lived in Babylon, My spirit was deeply dis-
turbed. T said to mysell: ‘Perhaps those in
Babylen lead better lives, and that is why
they have conquered Zion,” But when I ar-
rived here, I saw more wickedness than I
could reckon, and these thirty years T have
seen many evil-doers with my own eyes. My
heart sank, becanse I saw how you, Lord,
tolerate sinners and spare the godless; how
you have destroyed your own people, but
protected your enemies. Yoo have given no
hint whatever (o anyone how to undersiand
your ways. Is Babylon more virtuous than
Zion? Has any nalion except Israel ever
known You? What tribes have put their
trust in vour cevenants as the tribes of
Jacoh have? Bul they have seen no reward,
no fruit for their pains. 1 have travelled wp
and down among the nations, and have seen
how they prosper, heedless though they are
of your commandments, So weigh our sins
in the balance against the sins of the rest ot
the world; and it will be clear which way the
scale tips.

The angel whe was sent to me, whose
name was Uriel, replied: ‘How can your
small capacity comprehend the ways of the
Most High?® When I heard that, I fell pros-
trate and exclaimed: ‘Better never to have
come into existemce than be born inio a
world of wickedness and suffering which we
cannot explain!® )

He answered, ‘If you survive, you will
see; il you live long enough, vou will mar-
vel”

The Scribe replies to Ezra The Scribe:

The sin for which first the Kingdom of
Israel and later the Kingdom of Tudah were
punished and driven into cxile werc
mainly political and strategic, As such
they were not in the domain ol Heaven but
were entirely the responsibility of men.

Quite simply, you cannot jump into
deep water and expect God to save you
from drowning, no matter how righteous
you may be. :

Palestine is at the crossroads of thre
continents and very often found itself on
the route of conflicting powers of the re-
gion.

Jeremiah was a kind of Rasputin who
put his nose in all affairs of state, and in
the name ol God gave advice on political
and military mattcrs. He was greatly to
biame for the disasters which befell Judah
and the Jewtsh people during his ministry.

Moreover, the Jews were surroundcd by
hostile populations. Jewish leaders 1ook no
steps cither to neutralise them or to pacifly
them. They helped foreign armies that
came to attack Israel.

The Torah was not silent on these mai-

ters and ordained the Tsraelites to keep the
alien neighbours at arms length.

FROM ECCLESIASTICUS 44

Heroes of Israel’s past

Let us now praise famous men,

the heroes of our nation’s history,
through whom the Lord established his
renowi,

and revealed his majesty in cach sacceeding
age.

Some held sway over kingdoms

and made themselves a name by their
exploits.

Others were sage counsellors,

who spoke out with prophetic power.

Some led the people by their counsels

and by their knowledge of the mation’s law;
out of their fund of wisdom they gave
instruction.

Some were composers of music or writers of
poetry.

Others were endowed with wealth and
strength,

living peacefully in their homes.

All these won Fame in their own generation
and were the pride of their times.,

Some there are who have left a2 name behind
them to be commemorated in story.

Our forefathers were men of loyalty,

whose good decds have never heen
forgoiten.

Their prosperity is handed on fo our
descendants,

and their inheritance Lo fulure gencralions,
Thanks to them their children are within
the covenanis -

the whole race of their descendants.

Their line will endure for all time,

and their fame will never be biotted out.
THEIR BODIES ARE BURIED IN PEACE,
BUT THEIR NAMES LIVE FOR EVER
MORE.

FROM THE _
BOOK OF BARUCH

Message to a Conquered People

This is the book of Baruch, Jeremiah’s
seribe, written in Babylon, in the fifth year
after the Chaldeans had captured and burnt
Jerosalem.

Baruch read the book aloend to Jeconiah,
King of Judah, and o all the people who
had assembled to hear ié: the nobles, the
princes of the royal blood, the elders, and
the whole community, high and low - in
short, all who lived in Babylon. Then they
prayed to the Lord with tears and fasting;

. and each of them collected as much money

as he could, and they sent it to Jerusalem.

They said: We are sending you money to
buy whaele-offerings, sin-offerings and in-
cense; provide a grain-offering, and offer
them all upon the altar of the Lord our
Godd; and pray for Nebuchadnezzar King of
Bahylon, and for his som Balshazzar, that
their life on earth may last as long as the
heavens. So the Lord will give us strength,
and light to walk by, and we shall live under-
the protection of Nebuchadnezzar King of
Babylon, and of Belshazzar his son; we shall
give them long service and gain their la-
vour. Pray alse tor us to the Lord cur God,
because we have sinned against him, and to
this day the Lord’s anger and wrath have
nol been averted from us.

So the Lord made good the warning he
had given to us, 10 our magistrates in Israel,
our kings and our rulers, and the men of
Israel and Judah.

And now, Lord God of Israel, who didst
bring thy people ont of Egypt with a mighty



hand, with signs and portents, with great
power and arm uplifted, winning for thyself
a renown that lives on to this day: Be angry
with us no longer, for we are left a mere
handful among the heathen where thou hast
scattered us. Listen, O Lord, to our prayer
and our entreaty, deliver us for thy own
sake, and grant us favour with those who
have taken us into exile, so that the whole
earth may know that thou art the Lord our
God, who hast named Israel and his poster-
ity as thy own.

Thou hast vented upon us that wrath and
anger of which thou didst warn us through
thy servants the prophets who said: ‘These
are the words of the Lord: Bow thy shoul-
ders and serve the King of Babylon and you
shall remain in the land that I gave to your
fathers; but if you do not listen to the Lord
and serve the King of Babylon, then 1 will
banish from Jerusalem and the cities of
Judah all sounds of joy and merriment, the
voice of bride and bridegroom; the whole
land shall lie waste and uninhabited.” But
we did not obey thy command to serve the
King of Babylon.

O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, the soul
in anguish and the fainting spirit cry out to
thee. Listen, Lord, and have mercy, for we
have sinned against thee. Thou art en-
throned for ever; we are for ever passing
away. Now, Almighty Lord, God of Israel,
hear the prayer of Israel’s dead and of the
sons of those who sinned against thee. They
did not heed the voice of their God, and so
we are in the grip of adversity. Do not recall
the misdeeds of our fathers, but remember
now thy power and thy name, for thou art
the Lord our God, and we will praise thee,
O Lord. It is for this that thou hast put the
fear of thee in our hearts, to make us call
upon thy name. And we will praise thee in
our exile, for we have put away from us all
the wrongdoing of our fathers who sinned
against thee. Today we are in exile; thou
hast scattered us and made us a byword and
a curse, to be punished for all the sins of our
fathers, who rebelled against the Lord our
God.

Listen, Israel, to the commandments of
life; hear, and learn wisdom. Why is it, Is-
rael, that you are in your enemies’ country,
that you have grown old in an alien land? It
is because you have forsaken the fountain of
wisdom. If you had walked in the way of
God, you would have lived in peace for ever.

FROM 2 MACCABEES
Letters to the Jews in Egypt
Written in the year 188 (124BCE)

To their Jewish kinsmen in Egypt, the
Jews who are in Jerusalem and those in the
country of Judea send brotherly greeting.

May God give you peace and prosperity
and remember his covenant with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, his faithful servants. May
he give to you all a will to worship him, to
fulfil his purposes eagerly with heart and
soul. May he give you a mind open to his
law and precepts. May he make peace and
answer your prayers, and be reconciled to
you and not forsake you in an evil hour.
Here and now we are praying for you.

We are about to celebrate the purifica-
tion of the temple on the twenty-fifth of
Kislev, and think it right to inform you, so
that you also for your part may celebrate a
Feast of Tabernacles, in honour of the fire
which appeared when Nehemiah offered
sacrifices, after he had built the temple and
the altar. When our fathers were carried off
to Persia, the pious priests of those days se-
cretly took fire from the altar and concealed
it in a dry well. It proved a safe hiding-place
and remained undiscovered. After many

l§32 — Finishing Class at the Alliance School, B_aghdad.
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Left to right, sitting: Joseph David; Reuben Bekhor; Salim Sopher; Mr Bogod the English teacher; Naji

Pasha; Heskel Salim; David Aboudi.

Standing: Isaac Dabby; Shimeon Hayim; Niazi Hayim (Niazi Shamoon); Joseph Saleh; Karim Dennous;

Naim Shamash; Joseph Dabool @

Niazi once wrote an essay in Arabic, praising the Prophet Mohammed, which pleased his Moslem
teacher no end. A few days later the school was visited by the Ministry of Education, the Governor

of Baghdad and the Chief of Police, asking for Niazi.

The Director of the school, Mr Sasson, was alarmed and asked Niazi if he had done anything wrong.
But when the dignitaries entered the classroom, they kissed Niazi on both cheeks and complimented
him on his essay, saying that a Moslem boy couldn’t have written better!

In a separate incident in a different school, the Christian history teacher asked his class to name the
greatest personality in history, offering a valuable prize for the right answer. Various answers were
given, but a Jewish boy said it was Jesus. After giving him the prize, the teacher asked him to
explain why he had made his choice. The boy replied that in fact Moses was the man, but business is

business!

years had passed, in God’s good time,
Nehemiah was sent back by the king of Per-
sia. He then dispatched the descendants of
the priests who had hidden it to get the fire,
and they informed our people that they
found, not fire, but a thick liquid. Nehemiah
ordered them to draw some out and bring it
to him. When the material of the sacrifice
had been presented, he ordered the priests
to sprinkle the liquid over the wood and the
things laid upon it, and this was done. Some
time passed; then the sun, which earlier had
been hidden by clouds, shone out and the
altar burst into a great blaze, so that every-
one marvelled. As the sacrifice was burning,
the priests offered prayer, they and all those
present.

The secret was petroleum

The King of Persia was told that, in the
place where the priests who were deported
had hidden the fire, a liqguid had appeared,
and that Nehemiah and his companions had
used it to burn up the materials of the sacri-
fice. When he had verified the fact, the King
enclosed the site and made it sacred. The
custodians he appointed received a share of
the very substantial revenue that the King
derived from it. Nehemiah and his compan-
ions called the liquid ‘nephthar’, which
means ‘purification’; but most people call it
‘nmaphtha’. It was the prophet Jeremiah who
had ordered the exiles to hide the fire.

The prophet Jeremiah had given orders
that the Tent of Meeting and the ark should
go with him. Then he went away to the
mountain from the top of which Moses saw
God’s promised land. When he reached the
mountain, Jeremiah found a cave-dwelling;
he carried the tent, the ark, and the incense-
altar into it, then blocked up the entrance.
Some of his companions came to mark out
the way, but were unable to find it.

It was also related that Solomon, having
the gift of wisdom, offered the dedication
sacrifice at the completion of the temple;
and that, just as Moses prayed to the Lord
and fire came down from heaven and burnt
up the sacrificial offerings, so Solomon
prayed and the fire came down and con-

sumed the whole-offerings. Solomon cel-
ebrated the feast for eight days.

These same facts are set out in the official
records and in the memoirs of Nehemiah.
Just as Nehemiah collected the chronicles of
the kings, the writings of prophets, the works
of David, and royal letters about sacred of-
ferings, to found his library, so Judas also
has collected all the books that had been
scattered as a result of our recent conflict.
These are in our possession, and if you need
any of them, send messages for them.

As, then, we are about to celebrate the
purification of the temple, we are writing to
impress upon you the duty of celebrating
this festival. God has saved his whole people
and granted to all of us the holy land, the
Kingship, the priesthood, and the consecra-
tion, as he promised by the law; and in him
we have confidence that he will soon be
merciful to us and gather us from every
part of the world to the holy temple. For he
has delivered us from great evils and puri-
fied the temple.

In all the diplomatic correspondence
mentioned in the Apocrypha, 1 note that
the Jews always wrote, for example, “To
the people of Rome, to the people of
Judea.”

As one Arabic radio commentator has
recently put it, “Whenever we shall learn
to say, ‘you and I', instead of ‘I and you’,
then we can say we became civilised.” In
the Jewish tradition the order of prec-
edence has always been They, You, We.

A new English translation of the Bible
recently appeared in America that has re-
moved all anti-Jewish remarks from the
New Testament, does not refer to God as
He, and does not give precedence to the
right hand over the left hand.

Jews for Jesus should be true to their
name by writing for themselves their own
gospel as distinct from the Gentile gospels.
They could then restore a missing link be-
tween Jews and Christians ®
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Visions of a
Middle East
Federation

by Naim Dangoor

The return of the lews is the greatest
thing that has happened to the Middle East
in a thousand years — il only the Arabs
knew!

Ever since the cstablishment of the
State of Israel in 1948 in the face of fierce
armecd opposition, [sraeli and Jewish iead-
crs yearngd for peace in the region. Bul
peace was clusive, Again and again the
neighbouring Arab countries sought to de-
stroy Israel and were not deterred by their
lailure 10 do so; they believed time was on
their side,

But all that time, I was onc of those
who believed peace was not enough. After
the mass emigration of one million Jews
from Arab countries in the early 1950°s
and noting the important role they played
in all these countries long before the Arabs
appeared on the scene, I was convinced
that Jews must continue to have a role in
the affairs of the whole region, and chal-
lenged the gradual Arabisation of the
region, and the Arabs’ exclusive attempt to
create an empire extending from the Gulf
1o the Atlantic.

Thus 1 prepared lcaflets for disiribution
in anti-Israel rallies, stating that Arab im-
perialism and not Zienism is the root of the
trouble in the Middle East.

When the Arabs inserted full-page ad-
vertisements in thc London Times, one day
in English, then in Arabic, Hecbrew,
French, German, Greek, ete, which stated:
WANTED: A Balfour to establish a na-
tional home for the Arabs in Palestine.

I refuted by inserting the following re-
ply: Balfour? First wait 2000 years if you
can, and while you are waiting, abstain
from terrorism but pray every day for Jeru-
salem. IT' [ [orget thee O Jerusalem, let my
right hand forget her art.

Suffer persccution and humiliation but
do not lose Faith in the Almighty. Remem-
ber O Lord the children of Edom in the day
of Jerusalem when they said, Rave it, raze
it, even to the foundation thereol.

And it shall come to pass in the last
days that the mountain of the Lord’s House
shall be established above the hills and na-
tions shall flock unto it. Come, let us build
Jerusalem together, and let the Kingdom of
God be cstablished.

Al the first conference of the World Or-
ganisation of Jews from Arab Countries,
held in Paris in November 1975, [ managed
o pass a resolution that the Jews of Arab
countries have a right to a share in the
‘wealth of the region. But the mainly
Ashkenazi Israeli establishment consist-
ently refused to play the card of Jews of
Arab lands. At a meeting of WOJAC lead-
ers arranged by M.K. Mordechai Ben Porat
with Prime Minister Rabin twenty years
ago, T suggested that Israel should make
use of the rights in the region ol Jews from
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Arab countries. Mr Rabin’s angry reply
was, “Are you saying that Ashkenazim
have no rights in the region?”

Following the Six Day War, Israeli For-
cign Minister Abba Eban spoke at a
meeting of the Council of Europe in Stras-
bourg regarding Israel’s future rclations
with her neighbours. He said;

“T suggested that Israel and her immedi-
ate neighbours should explore the
European community idea as a precedent
lor their own relationships.

“It is -true that the individual naticn-
state is not a viable economic or security
pait, But it is still the only real focus of
national pride and social allegiance. The
nation-state as an institution is not in de-
cline. It is proliferating. Nations arc not
willing to renounce their (lags or to forget
their histories. The world is fragmenting
and integrating at one and the same time,

“The ultimate guarantee of a peace
agreement lies in the creation of common
regional interests in such entanglement of
mutual advantage and accessibility as to
put future wars beyond rational contin-
gency.

“The trouble with confcdcratwn how-
ever, is that it jmplies a lack of
sovereignty among the constituent parts.
Switzerland and Canada are confedera-
tions, but the Swiss units arc only
‘cantons’ and the Canadian units arc only
‘provinces’. The 12 members of the EC are
the only states to have created a structure
in which individual sovereignty and re-
gional integration are in careect balance.”

The current peace negotiations are be-
ing conducted on exploring co-operation in
tourism, trade and water rights.

1 believe that such an arrangement, Hm-
ited both in scopc and territory, cannot be
in the long-term intcrests of Israel. 1 be-
lieve that the long term objective must be
a [ull-fledged federation having one army,
one sirategy and one economic programme
covering the whole Arabian Peninsula,

900 years after thc Exile the Rabbis
who compiled the Talmud, living in the
comfort and security of the Babylonian Di-
aspora, wondered why the Almighty,
blessed be He, deporied the Jews to
Babylon of all places.

One opinion was that it was because
they would not have been able to survive
in due course the severe decrees of Rome.
Another opinion was that Babylonia was a
low-lying land, resembling the nether
world, and from such a land the Jews

terrent to

would soon be redeemed. A third sug-
gested the reason was that the langnage of
Babylonia was akin to that of the Torah.
The fourth said God sent the children of
Israei back to their country of origin,
where Abraham came from.

However, they all missed the point, The
deportation to Babylon was a clear demon-
stration that the affairs of the region are
inter-linked. There can be no lasting peace
unlgss it shares a cominon destiny. In mod-
ern times, there was relative peace and
security in the Middle East under an over-
all Ottoman hegemony. This is a further
confirmation that the long-term future of
the region is in a close federation of all its
states,

During the Gulf War, Isracl was plas-
tered with Iragi scud missiles, Her inability
to retaliate, for various reasons, is greatly
significant and deeply ominous. Saddam
fancies himself as a new Ncbuchadnezzar
and dreams, under favourable conditions,
to subdue Israel and deport the Jews to the
new Babylon which he has rebuilt at great
cxpense. Will history, God forbid, repeat
itself? Like a good teacher (and the present
writer), History keeps repeating itself until
the Iesson is learned. The lesson, in this
case, is that the Middle Bast is one umit
and must be kept under control and main-
tained as such.

The Arabs have becn trying to force Is-
rael to abandon her nuclear capability in
order to be equal with her. They want to
rot Israel not so much of the Massada op-
tion as of the Samson option: “On me and
on my enemies C Lord!”

But in a federated Middle East, Israel’s
nuclear arsenal can serve as a powerful
protection for the whole region and a de-
potentially aggressive
neighbours.

A federated Middic East is dictated by
the lessons of history and the facts of ge-
ography. This would bc necessary to face
any futurc ambitions from Iran, Turkey,
AfTica and countries beyond the seas,

During the recent peace negotiations
the perennial King Hussein said, “At last
there is peace for the children of Abra-
ham.” In fact, Abraham can be used as a
builder of a Middle East federation with a
federal capital called after him socmewhere
on the banks of the Euphrates.

The rctum of the Jews is the best thing
that has happened to the Middle East in
one thousand years — if only the Arabs
knew®
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Fram the Foreign Ministry, Jerusalem
to all Israeli Embassies instructing
them to make use of the following letter.
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M.E. solution must be global

Ta the Editor of The Jerusalem Post

8ir, — In hia address at the recent
banguet for Shetkh Khallfa of Qatar,
French Presldent Valery Glacard
d'Estang expressed the bellef that
the Mlddte East must have a global
agreement. Allow me to applaud this
verdict of wvislan, these worde of
wisdom, which polnt tg the right path
for peace In the Middle Enst,

Iem an Iraql Jew who managed to
excape from that country In 1964 fust
batgre the official wave of terror
descended on our communlty and
culminated in the publle hanging ln
Baghdad's maln sguare of nine inno-
cant Jews. My @0-yesr old parents
left in 1973 after their property waa
sequestrated. Our famlly hed lived
in Irag for over 300 years. We
belong to mere than ene million dla.
placed Jewa from Aral countries
wha did not take to the gun but, dia-
perséd all over the world, gre trying
lo plel up the threada guietly and
with dignity.

The aplutlon muat bz glabal, for
there can be nao peace for the Palegtis
nlan refugses while the righta,
matprial and polltical, of the Jewish
refugeen are lgnored.

The solutlon muat be globgd (or
therg can be no peace I che corner
of the Middle Haat while the
Lehanase Christlans are faped with a
Iie-and-death struggle: white §

FEDERALISM AND THE MIDDLE EAST

mlilion Kurds cannost atteln
sutonamy while the Armeniana and
Agsyrians remember thelr
mageacres and their stpien landa;
while the Bhia mafority in Irag are
oppressed; while the Arabeo contrel 6
million aquare miles of territory and
non-Araba are denled any territory.
These are not jaclated problems and
must be aclved together,

The noluticn mmust be global for
there can be no peace !n the Middle
East while a few Arsb leadera
pocket most of the oll weslth mnd
Jews have to keep tightening thelr
belts: while the Arabs clamour for a
returts io Palestlna (although the
bridges are gpen) but have barred
Jews from -enterlng some Arab
countries on paln of death,

The sotutlon muat be globs!l for
peace, law and arder In the Middla
Esast are indivisibie, Tothe PLO who
say they wani to establiah s free,
raulti-raclal, demaoccatle, ascular
and progresuive Falestlne, we gay
wr want to establish a free, multl-
recial, democrstle, secular and
progresalve Mlddle Esat. Tp thoae
who aay that Zlonlam ia reaponslble
for sll the trouble in Palestine, we
say that Arab Imperiallom is respon-
afble for all the trouble In the Middle
East:

. N.E. DANGOOR
Londan, Novembar 8.
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Prof. Jonzthan Frankel
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by the Cenirc for Contarme-
Cpparki--

In recent weeks, Middle Enst politics bave heen shilting like the
quichsand of the desert.

Saddam now fancies

The Acabs have forfeited their right te lead the Middle Exast

PAX ISRAELITA

Mareaver, it is generally agreed thal onee the [ghting is over. atl
forcign forces will leave Lhe arca. Istacl can then take aver policing,

nimself os an Arab and Moslem messiab— 2 the region in cooperation wilh her moderate neighbours.
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Leflt to right (sitting): Emir Zaid, Emir Ghazi (later the King of Iraq), Mutasarif.

2nd row (standing): Hakham Yehya Hamo, Yonan
Parliament), Security Officer, Iraqi Official, Security Officer,

Iraqi Parliament), Dr Rauf Semah.

:.':‘:'55001. Bueriwe

.. (editor of Mosul newspaper), Iraqi Official, Abraham Nahom (M.P. in the Iragi
Hakham Slemoon Barazani (Mosul Chief Rabbi), Isaac Ephraim (M.P. in the

3rd row (standing): Sasson Semah (M.P. in Iraqi Parliament), Iragi Official, Selim Semah (see letter below left).

Your esteemed paper is very interesting
and informative to all Jewish people,
whether they are Sephardic Jews or not. It
combines historical, educational and cul-
tural facts about the Jewish Iraqgi
community,

Allow me to draw your attention to the
fact that, in all the articles that I read,
there was no mention of a very important
part of the Iraqi Jewish community, the
Jlews of north Iraq! Mosul, Kurdistan,
Zaccho were thriving Jewish communities
at the turn of this century. There were im-
portant historical places like the tomb of
the prophet Nahom Ha'Alkoshi (Nabi
Nahom) in Alkosh, and the tomb of
Prophet Yona Ben Amitai in Mosul
(Nineveh).

I am sending a photo of the opening
ceremony of the Sir Elly Kadoori School
in Mosul, on July 29th, 1930. Prince (later
King) Ghazi was one of the guests. Hope-
fully, this letter and photo will encourage
people to write about this subject®

Ramat-Gan Dr. Rauf Semah

Distortion of history

For many decades the Arab leaders and
intellectuals have always claimed that they
were fighting Zionism, not Judaism. His-
tory told us that, in the Arab view, no
sharp line could be drawn between a Zion-
ist and a Jew. Any Jew could easily be
“accused” as a Zionist.

But recently some Arab writers and po-
cts have taken a dangerous path of
attacking Judaism instead of Zionism®

New York Albert Khabbaza MD

Page 8

I have recently been told of your illus-
trious journal, which interests me. having
been born in that country 80 years ago,
when 1 left at the tender age of 17 for
Manchester, South Africa, Rhodesia, and
now my family and I are at home in our
homeland. T have a vivid memory of my
schooldays therc and the many people |
know.

It is difficult to express in words my
innermost joy and pleasure that your
Scribe has given 1o me, in reading the past
and present history of our people. It
brought many happy memories of our Jew-
ish community in Baghdad.

For many years | have been reading
about the Sephardic communities in Eng-
land, Spain, Portugal and elsewhere, and
often wondered why the Iragi Jews, who
contributed so much in every spherc of
life, their history should remain in total
darkness.

It was by sheer luck that I was given
your address and wrote to you. You gra-
ciously replied by sending me the
September issue, for which T am deeply
grateful®
Tel Aviv Joseph Salem

Meeting recently in Paris with Edward
Dangoor, an old friend of mine, I became
acquainted with The Scribe journal and re-
ceived a copy of the May 1994 issue.

Even though 1 do not belong to the Ba-
bylonian Jewry (I am a Sefarad Jew born
in Bulgaria), I found your magazine very
interesting, especially in view of my en-
gagement with genealogical family trees®

Ramat Hasharon Shlomo Finzi

I was thrilled and delighted to read Mr
Sassoon Peress’s letter in your issue of
Sept 94 regarding a “shirt” incident. [
very well remember the Atelier in the
Laura Kadoorie school but unfortunately
cannot recall the shirt episode. Will
Sassoon ever forgive me for all the indig-
nation he was exposed to on account of
me’!

For me this story has a very peculiar
twist because in later years my business in
life was connected mainly with the making
of shirts! Was it the destiny of Sassoon
Peress to forecast, at such an early age, the
course mine was to take?

I would be most grateful if you could
forward this letter to him, or have it
printed in your columns, as a belated apol-
ogy from my part and also as a sign of
lasting friendship.

Although after 65 years all offences are
covered by passage of time. 1 wish that
destiny may again make us meet some day
on which time I will offer him sincere
proof of my repentance and gratitude.

Perhaps a shirt would be appropriatc®

Brussels Henri Sasson

To Alice Shashou.

We have the pleasure of receiving an
autographed copy of your great book
Alice's International Cuisine. We are en-
joying very much the use of the Baghdadi
recipes and want to compliment you on
this magnificent effort and a superb collec-
tion compiled in such a wvaluable,
well-written and handsome publication®

New Jersey Rachel & Edward Nawy
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Haham
Solomon ...

¥

Gaon

Haham Dr Solomon Gaon died in New
York on December 21 aged 82. He was
born in Travnik, Bosnia, on December
15, 1912.

He became Haham of the Spanish &
Portuguese Congregation in Britain in
1949 at the age of 37. In 1968 he was also
elected president of the American Society
of Sephardi Studies and ten years later he
became chief rabbi of the congregations
affiliated with the World Sephardi Federa-
tion.

The Haham title was first offered in
Britain in 1664, but the rabbi in question
left London because of the Plague. It is
not an automatic title and has to be con-
ferred by the general congregation. In the
congregation's 350-year history, six men
have held the title and the gaps between
them add up to a longer period than their
combined tenure of office. When Solomon
Gaon was awarded the title in 1949, it was
31 years after the death of the previous
Haham, Moses Gaster.

He had graduated as a rabbi from Jews'
College, affiliated to London University,
in 1948, and had gained a doctorate at
London University. Like every holder of
the office of Haham, Solomon Gaon was
born outside Britain. He came to London
in 1931 to be groomed for a post in Brit-
ain following his training at the Jewish
theological seminary in Sarajevo. He
therefore escaped the Nazi occupation of
Europe.

When Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia vis-
ited Britain in 1953, he was astonished to
be addressed in Serbian at a reception by a
rabbinical guest — Gaon.

Solomon Gaon's personal piety, toler-
ance, courtesy, scholarship and devotion
were welcomed. As the Jewish community
re-established itself in the post-war period,
Gaon’s congregation enjoyed the prestige
his scholarship and personal popularity
gave them. He enjoyed parity of esteem
with the Ashkenazi chief rabbi, without
quarrelling with either Israel Brodie or his
successor, Immanuel Jakobovits,

But the congregational elders worried
that his increasing travels took him away
from their local concerns and that other,
newer congregations benefited from his
services at their expense. He visited Rho-
desia — later Zimbabwe — and Australia,
where new Sephardi communities were
being formed. Their members came from
Aden, India, Greece, Turkey, the Balkans,
Egypt, Irag, Bokhara and Persia. Many of
these post-colonial communities also set-
tled in England.

He was particularly involved in Spain
and the United States. He started visiting
New York in 1962, where he formed an
association with North America's oldest
Sephardi synagogue, Shearith Israel,

founded in 1654. Invited as visiting pro-
fessor to Yeshiva University, New York's
Jewish university, he started an active pro-
gramme of Sephardi courses, which he
supervised from a distance. In 1976 he was
appointed to Yeshiva University’s chair in
Sephardic Studies.

His interest in Spain lay in the “golden
age” of Spanish Jewry under Moorish rule,
when poets, philosophers and doctors
flourished before the Edict of Expulsion of
1492, The edict was not formally repealed
until 1968. Gaon made several visits from
1959 on, to help to collate the evidence of
Spanish Jewry's contribution to the culture
of the time.

He met General Franco and King Juan
Carlos, was honoured by both, amazed
Spanish ministers with his knowledge of
medieval Castilian- the basis of Ladino, a
Judaco-Spanish language spoken around
the Mediterranean-and was present at three
significant occasions: the opening in 1968
of the first synagogue in Madrid since the
Expulsion, the opening of the Sephardi
museum in the magnificent El Transito
synagogue of Toledo in 1971 (the syna-
gogue was built in 1365 by Samuel Levy,
treasurer to Don Pedro I of Aragon), and
the historic ceremony in 1992, 500 years
after the Expulsion, when, in the presence
of King Juan Carlos, Queen Sophia and the
Israeli President, Chaim Herzog, he de-
clared an act of reconciliation between
Spain and the Jewish people. This last was
a highlight of his carcer.

But his overseas commitments had their
cost. Gaon delegated synagogue responsi-
bilities to younger assistant ministers.
There were frequent rumours that he was
leaving the country for good.

After a busy year in 1975, in which he
attended the 300th anniversary of the Por-
tuguese synagogue in Amsterdam, as well
as visiting Spain and Australia, his congre-
gational board came up with a proposal to
establish a Sephardi council headed by the
Haham and to cut the ties between that of-
fice and the congregation.

After Bevis Marks celebrated its 275th
anniversary in 1976, the board of manage-
ment came out against Gaon, saying that
he had decided to retire on his forthcom-

ing 65th birthday. The congregation was
bitterly divided, with his supporters
claiming that he had been forced into re-
tirement, when no official age limit was
laid down. At an acrimonious special
meeting, a resolution calling on the
“Senhor Haham” to remain in office re-
ceived an equal number of votes as an
opposing resolution. The second resolu-
tion calling on him, in effect, to stand
down was carried only by the chairman’s
casting vote.

Gaon, who had stayed in New York
during the frenzied debate, decided that
the atmosphere was not conducive to a re-
turn to a situation where he had already
complained that his authority was being
undermined. He was a man of consensus
and he preferred to concentrate on his
long-term interests, the education of future
religious leaders and the preservation of
Sephardi tradition and identity.

At international Sephardi conferences,
he pressed for greater recognition of the
Sephardi element of Israeli society, which
needed help to overcome its social handi-
caps. He was honoured in Israel for his
scholarship and for his sensitivity to social
issues.

He is survived by his wife Regina née
Hassan of Gibraltar, whom he married 50
years ago, a son and daughter®

Scribe: Haham Solomon Gaon leaves a
void that is not easy to fill. However, the
Spanish and Portuguese congregations in
England, Canada and USA have been
greatly enhanced by large arrivals from
Irag, Persia, Syria, Egypt and North Af-
rica. It is time the name of this community
should be changed to the more general
“Sephardim™.

To avoid leadership rivalry in London,
we should have a Sephardi Chiel Rabbi
and a Sephardi Chief Dayan. The title of
Haham can be granted later by the congre-
gation to one or both of them®

Mrs Regina Gaon writes:

I am overwhelmed by the hundreds of
tributes received daily from different con-
gregations and friends all over the world:

Mrs Gaon received tributes from Kahal
Joseph Congregation, California; the
Sephardi Federation of Australian Jewry;
Sephardic Federation of Spain; Gibraltar
Jewish Community; Yeshiva University in
New York; Misgav Ladach Jerusalem; and
Iragi Jews of Montreal ®

Nathan Saatchi writes:

The passing of Haham Solomon Gaon,
is a great loss for all Sephardim. When the
influx of Jews from various Islamic coun-
tries came to the U.K., the Haham
recognised immediately the challenge and
set about meeting some of the newcomers.
Some of them joined Sephardi Synagogues
in London and Manchester, while others
created their own places of worship, but
always under the jurisdiction of the
Haham®

Scribe: Between 1961 and 1971 some
500 Sifrei Torah were shipped from Bagh-
dad ¢/o the Haham who passed them on to
the World Sephardi Federation for distri-
bution to such worldwide congregations as
needed them. However, some of these
Sepharim were unfortunately sold to pri-

vate collectors @ Page 9




Khatoun Eliahou Dangoor
by Meer S. Basri

The passing away of my well-beloved
and greatly regretted aunt, Khatoun, has
truly brought to an end a felicitous era.
She was a fine lady of the old school por-
traying all the attributes of grace, dignity,
affection and compassion.

“A woman of valour who can find? For
her price is far above rubies.”

Khatoun was born in Baghdad 99 years
ago in the twilight years of the 19th cen-
tury in the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid 11,
Baghdad at that time, was a remote prov-
ince of the Ottoman Empire. She married
in 1913 the late Eliahou Dangoor, son of
Hakham Ezra Reuben Dangoor, later to be-
come the Chief Rabbi of Baghdad; she
took charge, throughout, of all the social
functions required by her father-in-law’s
high communal office.

Khatoun lived through the rule of 20
Turkish Governors of Baghdad, the con-
quest of Iraq by the British in the First
World War, through the Monarchy of
Faisal, Ghazi and young Faisal, through
the tense month of Rashid Ali and the
Farhud that followed in June 1941 when
hundreds of Jews were killed, through the
tense period following the birth of the
State of Israel, through the momentous and
historic mass immigration of the entire
Jewish community in 1950-51, through
countless revolutions and counter-revolu-
tions and the reign of terror following the
defeat of the Arab armies by Israel in the
Six Day War, which was followed by the
hanging of the eleven innocent Jews that
shocked the entire world,

Throughout all these upheavals,
Khatoun and Eliahou Dangoor decided to
continue living in the Land of the Rivers
which had a continuous Jewish presence
for over 25 centuries, in the earnest hope
that conditions would improve. However,
when Uncle Eliahou attained the age of 90,
they decided they could wait no longer,
they left for England in 1973 to join their
children and grandchildren. In London
Khatoun continued to live for 21 years un-
der the reign of Queen Elizabeth I1.

Throughout her stay in London,
Khatoun held a Sabbath at home which
united her numerous offspring as well as
friends and acquaintances. There is a
Baghdad saying that a slip of the foot can
heal, but a slip of the tongue can never
heal: Khatoun never uttered a bad word
nor harboured a bad thought about any-
body and was loved and respected for her
sagasity and common sense. Her advice
was always sought after till her last days
and she was able to communicate with the
old and the young.

Khatoun was eculogised by communal
Chief Rabbi Dr Abraham Levy, Dayan Dr
Pinhas Toledano, Rabbi Abraham Gubbay,
Rabbi Abraham Davide®

Although she was blessed with a re-
markably long life, Nana, as she was
known to everybody, was sorely missed by
her family.

May her memory be a blessing for eve-
ryone.

The ones we love are never gone, they
live within our hearts®
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Khatoun Dangoore®
One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh; but the earth abideth forever®
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Khatoun among some of her grandchildren®




1913 - wedding picture of Khatoun and
Eliahou Dangoore

My mother, Helen A Meer, widow of
the noted architect Joseph E Meer (known
by the name Yousef Meyer in Baghdad),
joins me in expressing our appreciation to
The Scribe for its publication of interest-
ing, well-researched and informative
articles that keeps us in touch with our Ba-
bylonian heritage. During the later years
of his life, my dear father, may G-d bless
his memory, along with my mother, chose
Fort Lauderdale to be their winter and
spring residence. They looked forward to
receiving their copy of The Scribe and en-
joyed-reminiscing with their many friends
the Babylonian memories triggered by its
articles and photographs. Wherever Iraqi
Jews congregate, whether it be in *Bagh-
dad-by-the-Sea” (Fort Lauderdale), the
New York/New Jersey (Baghdad on the
Hudson) metropolitan area and other lo-
cales the world over, your journal has
legions of fans®

Fair Lawn, N.J. Joseph L Meer

Your 40-page September 1994 issue
was a superb edition and beyond expecta-
tion. How much effort, patience and
planning took you and the publishers to
turn out such a wonderful and historic is-
sue.

It was nice of you to publish on page 19
a picture of the Alliance School at Bagh-
dad of the year 1925 in which my late
sister Rachel appears in the second row
under No.19.

As the donor of the picture remembers
only the first name of my late sister and
her relation to our late uncle Khedhouri
Zilkha, T may mention that her maiden
name is Rachel Meir Yadid(ya) and her
name in marriage is Rachel Kehela®

Ramat Gan Abraham Yadid

The Old Aramaic
Inscription from Tell Dan

Dr. Victor Sasson, New York

The recently discovered inscription
from Tell Dan has attracted much public
attention, especially as it has been publi-
cised in the press. While the Hebrew Bible
is our primary source of information on the
Biblical period, any extra-biblical text
from that long period is always exciting,
particularly to the Biblical or Semitic
scholar. What is most striking about this
inscription — written in a dialect of Old
Aramaic — is the mention, for the-first time
outside the Hebrew Bible, of the dynasty
of David.

The Northern Kingdom, Israel, is al-
ready mentioned on the Moabite
Stone—also known as the Mesha inscrip-
tion, after the name of the king of Moab.
Moabite is a language very close to Bibli-
cal Hebrew.

The number of inscriptions in Old Ara-
maic is small, but it is gradually
increasing. In 1979 an important bilingual
inscription, written in both Assyrian
cuneiform script and Aramaic script was
discovered at Tell Fakhriyah in northeast
Syria (to the north of present-day Iraq).
The Tell Fakhriyah inscription has been
dated to the mid-9th century B.C.E, al-
though the Aramaic script exhibits some
eccentric or archaic features. The Tell Dan
as well as the Moabite inscriptions are also
dated to that century.

The Tell Dan inscription presents sev-
eral problems to the Hebraist/Semitist. The
fragmentary text refers to a war in which
an Aramean king simultancously fought a
king of Israel and a king of Judah, inflict-
ing thousands of casualties. One major
problem is that the surviving text makes
no mention by name of any of the kings
involved in that war. Thus the specific his-
torical context is not quite clear, and that
will certainly generate much scholarly dis-
cussion. On  palaeographical and
archaeological grounds, the inscription has
been dated, tentatively, to the mid 9th cen-
tury B.C.E. The 9th century was a time of
constant conflict between Aram-Damascus
and Israel-Judah, as is clear from the bibli-
cal First and Second Books of Kings. It is
not possible, therefore, to tell which spe-
cific war the inscription refers to.
Nevertheless, careful research will enable
us to refine our overall understanding of
the text.

Several years ago this writer wrote and
published a study of the Aramaic version
of the Tell Fakhriyah inscription. He has
recently completed a detailed research arti-
cle on the Tell Dan inscription aimed at
clarifying historical, textual, linguistic, and
literary aspects of this important
document®

Heskel Dabby

Dr Heskel Dabby was born in Baghdad
in 1911 during the rule of Nadhem Pasha.
He graduated from the Royal Medical Col-
lege in 1939. He served as an officer in the
Iragi Army, and was often posted to re-
mote districts. In 1949 he married Victoria
Shaul Korin.

At the outbreak of the Arab-Isracli war
in 1948, Dr Dabby was forced to join a

medical group for a research mission in the
Iragi-Jordanian desert. He managed subse-
quently to report the findings of this group
to scientists in the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

In 1951 he emigrated with his family to
Israel and was accepted to work for the
Health Services in the suburban town of
Petah Tigva. At the time when Israel was
coping with refugees from the Holocaust
and immigrants from Arab countries, Dr
Dabby continued his work with the health
service until his retirement in 1976. He
was involved in the community life in Is-
rael and, following the unexpected death
ol his son in 1954, began his attempts to
advance the education of teenagers by
building and maintaining a library and
contributing financially to educational
projects.

He found a particular interest in the
field of medical surveys which were done
in cooperation with the Beilinson hospital
and the main significance of which was in
constructing the basis of information pat-
terns in the Army.

In addition to his work, Dr Dabby
found time to develop his interest in the
game of Bridge and belonged to the lead-
ing team in Israel in the 1950s which
included, among others, Dr Kestner,
Yehuda Arazi, Dr Lukach and Dr Boger.
This team belongs to the generation which
developed the competitive Bridge in Israel
turning it from a game of the aristocracy to
a national sport played by all classes and
ages.

Dr Dabby passed away in July 1994 in
Tel Aviv and his wife Victoria in October.
They are survived by one daughter Dr
Lilian Jury and three grandchildren.

Scribe: Dr Rudolph Kestner was a
leader of the Hungarian Jewish Commu-
nity. In 1944 he conducted an abortive
negotiation with the Nazis to save Hungar-
ian Jews from the death camps if the Allies
agreed to supply Germany with military
trucks. In the event, 200,000 Hungarian
Jews were exterminated. Dr Kestner emi-
grated to Israel and was killed by an
assassin in 1957. His name was subse-
quently cleared by the court, on the basis
that a person would do anything to save
his life and the life of his family.

Yehuda Arazi was Haganah leader who
organised “illegal” immigration to Pales-
tine. He was active after the war,
especially in Italy, for the immigration of
the survivors of the Holocaust®
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Muzli
Stanley
Shashoua

My mother Muzli Shashoua who passed
away on 27 July last, was an avid reader of
The Scribe. One time her copy was late.
She called me from New York and I called
your office, and another copy was oblig-
ingly sent.

Your contribution to the Iragi Jewish
community worldwide is immeasurable.
You have carned the love, respect and ad-
miration of all your contemporaries,

You have brought a sense of belonging
to a dispersed community that must give
you satisfaction and pride. 1 speak for
many others when | wish you to continue
this unique endeavour.

Rabbi Dr Richard S Chaplin delivered
the following eulogy at the funeral which
is really a tribute to all Iraqi Jewish
women of her generation

London William Shashoua

(Abridged)

Muzli resembled in many ways the
meritorious women of valour, described
poignantly in our Book of Proverbs.

The world of Iraq served as our reli-
gion’s cradle from the time of Abraham
and some of the most climatic moments in
Jewish life were played out within its bor-
ders.

Likewise Muzli linked the past and
present. She was a vibrant, intelligent,
beautiful woman, born in Baghdad 93
years ago, in a family of eight children, to
Eliahu and Simha Bashi.

Muzli married Stanley and they had
three children: William, Elie and Clarice,
who is survived by Edward Chitayat, and
through their unions nine grandchildren
were brought forth and seven great-grand-
children who all returned her love in kind.

Muzli was of impeccable reputation,
generous, elegant, thoughtful and digni-
fied.

It is not easy to transfer one’s life from
Irag to Iran, to Europe, to America. But
Muzli not only transferred her residence,
she transferred and translated her inimita-
ble sense of grace into different languages
and different cultures. Is it not remarkable
that one person, Muzli Shashoua, whose
family name means “joy and delight”
could have influenced so many different
generations of people so genuinely.

May her remembrance be a blessing for
us all®

Mary Nathaniel

The passing of Mary Nathaniel has left
us very sad. She was a friendly lady, al-
ways smiling and pleasant. She made
many friends who loved her dearly.

Our deepest sympathy goes to her hus-
band Heskel. Both did charity work in the
U.K. and in Isracl® R.D.

Death creates a breach in nature.
The ceremonies are meant to heal that
breach®
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Albert Gourgey

Albert Gourgey, who died in New York
in November 1994, was born in Baghdad
80 years ago, studied and worked in
France just before, and during, the Second
World War. He had a thrilling escape from
the occupying Nazi forces, and, together
with two other Baghdadian Jews went to
Casablanca from where he boarded a ship
to New York. Another of his Baghdadian
Jewish friends was captured by the Nazis,
sent to a prison camp and was shot trying
to escape.

Albert went to a French-speaking
school in Baghdad and, as his daughter,
Annette, now a professor at Columbia Uni-
versity in New York wrote: “Dad’s
greatest loves in life were studying French
and teaching his children. All through our
school years he tutored us, putting a spe-
cial emphasis on French, Hebrew language
and traditions, and mathematics.” Annette
has a brother, Charles, also working in the
academic sphere. Their mother, Louise,
was born in Baghdad. She and their two
children survive him.

His two brothers, Naim and Farraj, set-
tled in Tel-Aviv in the early 1950s, having
left Baghdad with the great aliya of Iragi
Jews to Israel at the time. I was always
impressed by his fine personality in the
many conversations we had in New York
years ago®

P.S.G.
Muzly Shashoua®

Ardhahalchi — Middle East Scribes writing a letter for a client.

Until recently, literacy among the people of the Middle East was less than 10%.
An elderly woman received a letter from her son but could not read it. She met a
mullah and requested him to read the letter for her, but he said “Sorry, madam, |
am unable to read.” She replied: “Such a big turban and yet you are unable to
read.” The mullah told her “My dear madam, it has nothing to do with the turban.”
He removed the turban and, putting it on her head, told her “Now, see if you can
read!”®




My Beloved Jerusalem
by Emil Murad

Behold, follow, for beauty is in the eye
of the beholder,

This is what I shall never give up; no, I
won’t surrender!

Fridays, at sundown I hear the siren
sound

Ushering in Sabbath, our holy Day of
Rest,

This is what makes Jerusalem unique,
A holy city at its best!

And when the next day church bells
chime

From the quaint village nearby,

And the voice of the muezzin echoes

In each prayer I hear a song, a rhyme,
And I crave to spread my wings and fly
To the thousand pictures in their
splendid frames

of a HOLY CITY with a variety of
names...

Calm at dusk, when shades of violet,
orange, or yellow mix and merge

to create a magical glow, clear and
bold,

Spotlighting the city in Heavenly gold!

Night falls in parks, by the span,

that low bridge over the lake,

where dusky shades of blue and green
paint an evening idyll of the lake

and the low bridge, that cast-iron span!

The skyline, etched on to it are
minarets, spires,

domes and all that in majestic beauty
transpires.

Beyond, footsteps away, modern
excavations unfold

the drama of civilisation past, a city of
gold!

Tourists and residents weave their way
through alleys,

Every curve provides a new master-
piece,

Every tunnel like works of art,

Each successive space lures you on,
Parks, trees, limbs and lights entwine,
in an affair of nature and artifice!

A mosaic of wonders, a stream of
emotions.

Walk through the ancient quarters,
touch the stones,

And a sense of identity is felt,

Mixed with joy and anticipation,

And the city awakens to the blossom of
rosemary, sage, thyme and the unique
ages old Jerusalem pine,

All you need is a deep breath and you
get drunk without wine!

Resplendent in its juxtaposition of
contrasting pictures

and common spiritual ideals,

the City, the Tower of David, the
Wailing Wall,

Come to life with the ancient past, the
living present, and all

Will lure me back to my Jerusalem;
and when [ die

My bed, the soil of the city below me;
and above, the sky!®

Haskell Isaacs

Dr Haskell Isaacs, BSc, MA, PhD,
MRCGP, who died of cancer on | Novem-
ber 1994, came from Iraq to the UK in
1945, obtaining a post at St Mary’s Hospi-
tal, Paddington. Upon marrying in 1947 he
opted to become a general practitioner
within the new National Health Service
and moved to the Manchester area where
he soon had a flourishing practice. A man
of lovable disposition, he won the hearts
and respect of patients and the affection of
a wide circle of new friends.

Dr Haskell at his 80th birthday celebration.
(Photo: by courtesy of Dr Stefan Reif.)

During his 35 years in Manchester,
Haskell devoted such spare time as he had
to the pursuit of scholarship in Manchester
University's Department of Near Eastern
Studies. As a doctor with a rare command
of classical Arabic, a sound knowledge of
Hebrew and a keen interest in the history
of medicine, he received and accepted, at
the age of 69, an invitation to join Cam-
bridge University Library's famous
Taylor-Schechter Genizah Research Unit.
There he worked on, and in 1994 pub-
lished an analytical descriptive catalogue
of the medieval Judaeo-Arabic medical
material in the Genizah Collection. His
study of one rarity from the latter — a 13th
century Arabic medical certificate — ap-
peared in Medical History 35 (1991). In
1981 he contributed, jointly with the
present writer, a medical volume to the
Cambridge Arabic Technical and Scien-
tific Tests series. Notable among his other
writings are “Britain’s Contribution to
Medicine and the Teaching of Medicine in
Iraq” in the Bulletin of the British Society
for Middle Eastern Studies 3 (1976), and
“Arabic Medical Literature in The Cam-
bridge History of Arabic Literature (Vol.3,
1990).

He was the loving and much-loved hus-
band of Ruth and father of Ann and David,
who. along with grandchildren Simon, Sa-
rah and Michael, survive him,

J D Latham

Percy Gourgey adds: I met Haskell and
his wife Ruth some years ago when | gave
a talk to the Cambridge University Jewish
Students’ Society. He invited me to his
home after guiding me around the Genizah
Research Unit. He combined, to a remark-
able degree, the qualities of charm,
intellect and profound scholarship. His un-
cle, Advocate Selim Isaac, served as
Secretary and legal adviser to the Jewish
Community in Baghdad in the 1920s.

Dr Haskell’s major

Genizah work on medicine

Understanding of the history of medi-
cine has just been enriched by the
publication of the first comprehensive de-
scription of Genizah items relating to that
field. Medical and Para-Medical
Manuscripts in the Cambridge Genizah
Collections is the result of ten years’ inten-
sive research by Dr Haskell Isaacs, lately
assisted by Dr Colin Baker, with funding
from the Wellcome Trust. It is the latest
volume (No. 11) in the Genizah Series
published by Cambridge University Press
for Cambridge University Library (ISBN 0
521 47050 1).

Among the [ragments described are
Arabic and Hebrew translations of Galen
and Hippocrates and of commentaries on
them; the medical writings of Avicenna,
Rhazes, al-Majusi and Maimonides, some
in the original Arabic, with others in He-
brew translation; treatises on the eye,
fevers, sexual medicine and poisons;
pharmacopoeias; and previously unknown
works.

There are also details of correspond-
ence between patients and physicians,
medical certificates, and other fragments
describing medical activities in medieval
Islamic and Jewish society. Such informa-
tion is of major importance for tracing the
development of Renaissance science.

Since the publication of Amulets and
Magic Bowls: Aramaic Incantations of
Late Antiquity (Jerusalem, 1985), many
additional magical texts have come to the
attention of the authors, Joseph Naveh and
Shaul Shaked. These have now been as-
sembled in their new book, Magic Spells
and Formulae: Aramaic Incantations of
Late Antigquity (Jerusalem, 1993), which
contains an impressive collection of 17
Palestinian metal amulets, 14 Babylonian
incantations on earthenware bowls, and 21
magical texts from the Cairo Genizah

Among the 52 new texts, all of which
have been meticulously transcribed, trans-
lated, annotated and photographed, the
Palestinian amulets incised on gold, silver
or bronze plates are considered of special
importance and are reproduced in fac-
simile drawings.

In their introduction, Naveh and Shaked
deal with the history and development of
Jewish magic tradition in Palestine and
Babylonia and discuss its relationship with
Hekhalot literature, liturgy and medicine.
They refute the belief among nineteenth
century scholars that magical practice was
less prominent in Palestine than in Babylo-
nia, and stress that the Palestinian Jews
resorted to incantations no less frequently
than their Babylonian brethren.

Although Palestine and Mesopotamia
had two separate and distinctive magic tra-
ditions, when formulae from the two
geographical areas converge it may invari-
ably be established that the origin of the
theme is Palestinian rather than Babylo-
nian.

This study constitutes an important con-
tribution to our understanding of
Palestinian and Babylonian magic and its
use of the Aramaic language. It also pro-
vides deep insights into rich religious life
and everyday practices of ordinary folk in
the Talmudic period®
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The secrets of
vision

I was delighted to see a reference in
your September issue to Mr Brotman of
Shamash School. He was my father. I'm
sorry he couldn’t answer your conundrum
about eyesight.

If you have any reminiscences of him I
would be so grateful to hear from you. I
have a sister who was in Baghdad at that

time and she would also be interested. My
father died in 1970 and my mother in 1986.

Wembley Park Honor Stamler

(née Brotman)

Naim Dangoor’s reply:

I am glad to hear from the daughter of
my former schoolmaster. Your late father
was very kind and popular with everyone.
He returned from Baghdad in 1932 and
when 1 came in September 1933 to enter
London University, | stayed with the
Bogods at Westcliff-on-Sea and met Mr
Brotman at Synagogue there on Yom Kip-
pur. We met again in 1951, when he was
Secretary of the Board of Deputies of Brit-
ish Jews.

In February 1970 my wife and T were
invited to have tea with your parents, when
your father kindly gave me all his Baghdad
photographs after dating and signing them
(two are shown alongside). T gave the
originals to the Diaspora Museum in Tel
Aviv,

Scribe: We are sorry to note the recent
death of Honor’s husband the late Samuel
Stamler QC at the age of 68, For nearly 40
years, first as a junior and then as a silk,
Samuel Stamler was one of the leading
commercial practitioners in London. His
capacities as a lawyer and as an advocate
were unsurpassed by any of his contempo-
raries. In the difficult field of contested
takeovers in which he specialised, he was
reputed to earn a fee of up to £2500 an
hour,

In 1966 he was one of the four founder
members of what is now the largest com-
mercial chambers in London. He was its
head for nearly 20 years until his death. At
the time of his death, he was head of the
Bank of England’s advisory team on claims
arising from the collapse of BCCIL.

His brother David Stamler was former
headmaster of Carmel College.

In his private life he was particularly
fortunate. In 1953 he married Honor
Brotman. Their marriage, a very happy
one, was a marriage of intellectual equals.
She was first a tutor in economics at Lady
Margaret Hall, Oxford, and later a senior
economic adviser to the Treasury. The only
cloud in the last year of Sam’s life was her
serious illness. We are sorry to learn of
Honor’s death last January.

Honor and Sam Stamler are survived by
two sons and a daughter®

The brains behind our
view of the world
The creation of the visual world, form
and colour, movement and depth is among
the most astounding feats of the brain,
Over the past 20 years there has been a
quict revolution in our understanding of the
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1924 - Visit of Prime Minister Jaafar-Al-Askari to Rahel Shahmoon School Baghdad.

Left to right: Headmaster Shimoon Moualim Nissim; Ezra Menahem Daniel: School’s Inspector A,
Brotman; Jaafar Pasha; Abraham Nahom; Tahsin Quadri; Shaoul Sulaimane

1928 — Senior class at Rahel Shahmoon School, later transferred to the new Shamash School.

Sitting (L to R) teachers: Ezra Twena; Younis: Reuben Zelouf; Moise Mayer; Mr Brotman; Meir Zakr

Ezra Haya; Mahmoud Abd-El-Wahab.

2nd row: Anwar Soffer (student); Jamil Orphaly; Tawfiq Basri; Rashid Rushdi; Moshe Soffer; Salma
Khdheir; Abraham Hakham Joseph; — ; Kadouri Levy.
3rd row (students): Adv. Jacob Abd-El-Aziz; Reuben Eliahou Batta; Eliahou Binou; Joseph Daviu

Yehiskel; Dr Isaac Sourani®

processes which make it possible.

Semir Zeki, Professor of Neurobiology
at London University, has played a leading
part in the revolution. Last year he became
its chronicler, with a highly accessible ac-
count of the recent discoveries. A Vision of
the Brain (Blackwell).

Zceki believes that his scientific succes-
sors will be the philosophers of the next
millennium, grappling with the problems
of “knowledge, experience, consciousness
and the mind — all a consequence of the
activities of the brain.”®

The process of vision explained
by Albert Khabbaza, M.D.

In reply to the question raised by Naim
Dangoor in The Scribe of September 1994;
Why do we see the picture where the ob-
Jject is and not inside our head?

A similar question is: When you hear a
bell ringing in front of you, why do you
hear the bell ringing at the site of the bell
and not in your brain? The mechanism is
the same in the visual and in the auditory
senses, as well as all other senses. The



question you asked should not be ad-
dressed to a teacher of Physics whose
knowledge in neurophysiology is limited.

The fact is that the brain does not re-
ceive an introverted picture from the retina
and does not make it the right way up. It
does not receive any picture at all and it is
not a screen.

The picture of an object is real and is
received on the retina upside down accord-
ing to the law of physics, but here the
comparison of the eye to the camera ends,
and the laws of physiology and neurology
start. Each point of the picture in the retina
stimulates a specific nerve ending in the
retina causing an electrical impulse travel-
ling along this tiny nerve to a main nerve
called the optic nerve, which, in tum, car-
ried all these eclectrical impulses, or
signals, to a specific area in the brain cor-
tex (at the back of the head). This area
contains a specific nerve cell highly spe-
cialising in interpreting these signals after
tracing their source. How do they do that
is a different question which must be dark
and bewildering for the present?®

More Comments
by Steven Daniel Marsten of lllinois

I am the first son of Ilana Marsten,
daughter of Jonah and Lulu Bahary, for-
merly of Baghdad, and cousin of Kamel
Bahary of New York. | have a B.S. in Bi-
ology from the Illinois Institute of
Technology, studied Genetic Engineering,
and worked for five years in the area of
Molecular Oncology. Your article in the
current issue entitled “gene Efficiency”
was stimulating and I want to pass to you a
few professional insights.

You are absolutely correct in your fig-
urcs rcgarding genectic  replication
efficiency. Each bodily somatic, i.e., non-
germ cell has a mechanism which corrects
for any replication malfunction. As you
know, the genetic material DNA is made
up of a double helix of two DNA polymers
or strands. The elements of the strands,
four genetic bases, code for proteins which
result in our phenotypes like hair and eye
colour. Mutation may occur resulting in an
incorrect or deleted base or bases. If not
repaired, it would result in a modification
of the proteins coded by the bases. These
proteins 99.999% of the time are com-
pletely non-functional. Luckily, we have
molecular genetic mechanisms which cor-
rect them.

Your assumption that changes may re-
sult in an organism being naturally
selected do not apply much to the human
species because we have such a slow re-
productive cycle; mutations would have to
have been created in the basal germ cells
for changes to be passed to offspring. It is
thusly true that we are carrying copies of
the same genes as our ancestors 2,000
years ago.

Natural selection refers to healthy or-
ganisms outliving the unhealthy. We
recognize this in present civilized society
by treating and researching disease, but
this concept only goes back maybe 20,000
years into the history of modern man.
Natural selection requires millions of
years.

It is interesting that you related the
DNA genetic code to binary code; I left
my studies in DNA work a year and a half
ago and am now studying computer pro-

gramming. What an interesting coinci-
dence. You must have had a revelation
from an angel with the idea for your
article®

Sam and Honor Stamler with her parents
Adolph and Fanny Brotman®

On the wonder of vision
The Astonishing Hypothesis
The Scientific Search for the Soul
by Francis Crick
Published by Simon & Schuster. £16.99.
Reviewed by David Dangoor

Why do we see an object where it
stands and not perceive it as an image in-
side our head? These have been problems
which have troubled my father for the past
70 years. As mentioned in the last issue of
The Scribe he could not get a satisfactory
explanation from his Physics teacher at
school. Stereo and 3-D only add an extra
dimension, but do not provide a clue.
There must be an explanation, but it can’t
be simple. In fact it is very complicated.

According to Nobel Laureate Professor
Crick in his recent book “The Astonishing
Hypothesis”, we have only begun to
scratch the surface of understanding vi-
sion. What we know at present is only a
small tip of a very large iceberg. The pic-
ture we “see” with our eye is just an image
that we create in our minds, which in most
people matches the physical world we arc
seeing. In fact it is not so for all people. A
man having consulted the famous neurolo-
gist Dr Oliver Sacks, and on leaving
mistook his wife for a hat, even attempting
to pick up her head!

This interpretation of the outside world
going on in our mind is immensely com-
plex. Movement is dealt with by one part
of the brain, colour by a completely differ-
ent part, shape by yet another part. There
are perhaps as many as 30 separate compo-
nents, including also the position of what
we see, interpretation, differentiation, and
so on. Each activity is accompanied by
neuron firing in a separate location. It is an
illustration of the miracle of the visual
process that our brain is able to coordinate
all these disparate parts and unite them al-
ways into a perfectly and synchronous
unity.

Yet all this is very puzzling. It is very
hard to avoid thinking that somewhere in
the brain there is a giant cinema screen
which your conscious self watches. How-
ever, all efforts have failed to find any
such thing. At no stage, after the inverted
image in the retina, is there a “picture™ in
the way there is inside a camera.

Professor Crick’'s astonishing hypoth-
esis is that just as with vision, so with all
our mental processes (such as hearing),
everything is the result of electrical and
chemical activity in our brain, and that ul-
timately we have neither soul nor any
other sell. The “sell™ is merely a collection
of neurons obeying fixed laws. Most peo-
ple would provably want Professor Crick

and his kind to go much further along this
road before being prepared to extrapolate
that we arc ultimately as soulless as he
suggests ®
Circumcision Woes

I have been listening to a recording of
Chaim Bermant's book The Walled Gar-
den, in which he states concerning
circumcision that the uncircumcised male
achiecves more sexual excitement and gives
his partner more sexual pleasure than the
circumcised male. | thought it was the
other way round. Please clarify for the
benefit of your readers.

London Name and address supplied

Mr Bermant writes: 1 wrote that “cir-
cumcision weakens the power of sexual
excitement”. The words, however, are not
mine. | was quoting Maimonides.

I suspect he was wrong and so, obvi-
ously do you.

Scribe: The latest medical opinion con-
tinues to accept the hygienic advantages of
circumcision, but now points out that the
foreskin has important and sensitive nerve
ends that are lost in the process.

During the Hellenistic period when
sports were carried out in the nude, many
Jews in Judea used to sew on a bit of fore-
skin to conform to the rest. Nowadays
some people are attaching weights to the
skin in an attempt to prolong it.

Some people regard ritual circumcision
as unnecessary mutilation of the body that
leaves a lifelong scar on the mind of the
male.

If wanted for hygienic reasons it could
be done as a surgical operation under an-
aesthetic.

A serious complication
after circumcision

Male circumcision is widely practised
in our Jewish community and it is thought
to be a safe procedure. But common prob-
lems are bleeding, removal of too much
skin, removal of too much or too little
mucosa, untidy tags, fistula of the urethra,
stricture of the opening of the urcthra
(meatal stenosis) or even accidental ampu-
tation.

Recently a serious complication has
been published in the medical journal. At
Guy’s Hospital in England, three babies
were admitted with abdominal distension
following circumcision. They suffered
from urinary retention and subsequently
from acute renal failure, as a result of uri-
nary obstruction due to overzealous
bandaging or penile oedema.

Unless the parents are given appropriate
information about such complication due
to tight bandaging, the consequences could
be fatal. Special attention should be di-
rected to passing of urine and how often
after circumcision.

New York Albert Khabbaza, MD

We passed Dr Khabbaza's letter on to
Dr Sifman, the Medical Officer of the Ini-
tiation Society, an organisation which
represents mohelim. His comment was that
circumcision was a surgical procedure
which carries less risk than similar surgical
procedures. However, he stated that all
mohelim are rigorously trained and that
there have been in the United Kingdom
very few of the types of cases referred to
by Dr. Khabbaza®
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The Hittites

Abridged from
Aramco World

Turkey's soil is rich in ruins: Ottoman,
Roman, Seljuk, Byzantine, Greek. But far
older than any of those cultures — and for-
gotten almost entirely for 3000 years — are
the remains of the first Indo-European
power in the Mediterrancan area: the
Hittites.

Their arrival in Anatolia — the Asian
part of Turkey, known also as Asia Minor
— some 4000 years ago changed the politi-
cal map of the Middle East. at that time
dominated by the civilizations born in the
valleys of the Nile, the Tigris and the
Euphrates. Although the Hittites ruled in
Anatolia and beyond for almost 1000 years
thereafter, they then vanished from human
memory, to be rediscovered only at the be-
ginning of the 20th century. Only the Bible
carricd some short references to the
Hittites, presenting them as one of the
tribes of Palestine in the first millennium
BCE. Tt was a “son of Heth” — a Hittite —
who sold the Prophet Abraham the land to
bury his beloved wife Sarah.

Who were the Hittites? Their discovery
is still one of the most fascinating stories
of the early archacological and philologi-
cal explorations of the Middle East. The
ruins of their once monumental palaces
and temples, their rock-reliefs in the mid-
dle of the wilderness of the Anatolian
steppes, and their stone inscriptions in the
least expected places were known by local
people but overlooked, or ignored, by Eu-
ropeans.

It took scholars almost a whole century
to achieve a degree of certainty in reading
the hieroglyphic Hittite-Luvian script, as it
was called.

The royal archives of Tell el-Amarna, a
city occupied between 1375 and 1360
BCE, comprised the official letters of two
Egyptian pharaohs, Amenhotep [11 and
Akhenaton, and included some 400
cuneiform tablets, mostly in the Akkadian
language — the lingua franca of the Middle
East in the second millennium BCE.
Among them, however, there were also
some tablets written in the Hittite lan-
guage. Since both the Bible and Egyptian
written sources referred occasionally to the
Hittites as a power comparable to Egypt
itself, scholars concluded that something
like a Hittite empire must have existed in
Anatolia sometime in the second millen-
nium BCE.

The texts uncovered in Anatolia opened
up a new chapter in the history of ancient
civilizations, written by the Hittites and
other Indo-European peoples - Luvians
and Palaians — who arrived in Asia Minor
at the end of the third millennium BCE or
a little later. The land they came from and
the route they took in their search for a
new homeland are still among the un-
solved mysterics of the past. Might they
have come from the vast steppes of Russia,
as Turkic tribes did some 30 centuries
later? Or were they from the once dense
forests of Europe? The search for those an-
swers is still on.
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Wherever they came from, it seems that
the Indo-Europeans’ infiltration into Asia
Minor was rather peaceful, in spite of
some violent local conflicts described in
the archives of Bogazkoy. The Hittites sct-
tled down mostly in central Anatolia.

Anatolia was not empty when the
Hittites arrived. The Anatolian cultures of
the time were relatively rich but small
communities whose royal tombs have been
discovered in such places as Alaca Huyuk
and Horoztepe. Gold, silver and bronze ob-
Jjects from these tombs are considered to be
of equal or higher quality than the treas-
ures found in ancient Egypt or
Mesopotamia. These people spoke Hattic —
a language of different structure than Indo-
European or other languages known from
the arca. Becausec we have few texts or
other clues, this language, and the identity
of its speakers, are still a matter of specu-
lation, but we do know that the Hattic
people, and the land of Hatti, became part
of a new political entity known as the
Hittite Old Kingdom in about 1650 BCE.

The kingdom founder, Hattusilis I, re-
built the city of Hattusas -destroyed and
cursed by the pre-Hittite ruler of the area —
and proclaimed in his capital. Here, in
Hattusas, now known as Bogazkoy, the
cuneiform texts of the ancient Hittite kings
spoke again some 35 centuries later.

Hattusilis T set up the rules and dircc-
tions for the future development of his
kingdom. The Hittites would rule in a flex-
ible way, accepting the customs, traditions
and deities of any land which became part
of their growing empire. Hence, the Hittite
kingdom is often called the “kingdom of
thousands of gods.” All the deities, those
of the conquerors and those of the con-
qucred, were to be worshipped in their
own languages and according to their own
customs. They were left as rulers of their
lands — although their carthly representa-
tives had to recognise Hittite suzerainty,

The originally small Hittite kingdom of
Central Anatolia soon grew beyond Asia
Minor. The Hittites looked with interest to
Syro-Palestine and even to the lamous
civilisations of Mesopotamia. In 1595
BCE the grandson and successor of
Hattusilis I, Mursilis I, took northern Syria
and the city of Aleppo. In the same cam-
paign he conquered Babylon, putting an
end to the first Babylonian dynasty of
Hammurabi. But though his military suc-
cess was very impressive, its effects did
not last. Mursilis was murdered on his re-

turn to Hattusas, and shortly thereafter the
kingdom of the Hittites was once again
limited to central Anatolia.

The Hittites organised themselves again
to conquer the world. The New Hittite Em-
pire is usually dated to the period between
1180 BCE. Suppiluliumas 1 of the 14th
century BCE made Anatolia and Northern
Syria his dominion. He did not repeat
Mursilis's mistake of moving into an area
which he could not directly control. In-
stead, through the most immediate
conquests and a whole system of alliances,
he founded a kingdom whose strength and
wealth surpassed that of any other nation
of the period. Even an Egyptian queen,
alone after the death of her husband, asked
Suppiluliumas to send one of his sons for
her to marry.

Another ruler of the Hittite Empire,
Muwatallis, had a less than friendly brush
with Pharaoh Ramses II. Both the Hittites
and the Egyptians were so interested in the
political and economic importance of the
Syro-Palestine area between them that
conflict was inevitable. Their two armies
met in one of the most famous battles of
history, at Kadesh on the Orontes River in
about 1286 BCE.

The results of the battle, which con-
firmed the status quo in the Middle East -
the division of influence in Syro-Palestine
between Egypt and Anatolia — were sealed
some 16 years later by an international
treaty signed by Hattusilis 1T and Ramses
I1. The treaty also represents one of the
last attempts to keep the growing power of
the Assyrians of what is now northern Iraq
out ol the area controlled by the Hittites
and the Egyptians.

However, it was not Assyria which
caused the fall of the Hittite Empire. The
blow was delivered by the so-called “Sca
People”, a group of possibly Indo-Euro-
pean tribes of disputed origin who attacked
much of the Middle East by land and sea
around 1200 BCE. Eventually these people
were stopped by Pharaoh Ramses 111 just
at the borders of his own kingdom, but the
damage was done. The Hittite kingdom
was destroyed, along with many famous
cities of the Anatolian and Syro-Palestin-
ian coast. However, Hittite cultural
traditions were kept alive for the next few
hundred years in the so-called Neo-Hittite
states ol southern Turkey and northern
Syria. And the ruins of many of their con-
structions can be admired all over
Anatolia.

Among them is the capital of the Hittite
kingdom, Hattusas, located 200 kilometres
cast of Ankara. [t's hard to imagine that
such a fabulous city with so much protec-
tion was destroyed and rebuilt more than
once. It's even harder to imagine that its
constructors were forgotten for 30 centu-
ries.

There are many places in modern Tur-
key where one can still see and touch the
fabulous past of the first recorded Indo-Eu-
ropeans — the Hittites. Although forgotten
for many centuries, they are finally getting
the recognition due them for their contri-
bution to the history of humankind. Their
power was once at least equal to that of
pharaonic Egypt; now their fame may also
grow as great, as we search for our past in
the beauty of the Turkish land@




A Tribute to
David and Rachel Sasson,
Headmasters of the Alliance Schools,
Baghdad, 1923-1936

by Henri Sasson, Brussels

My father, David Sasson, was born in Tehe-
ran in 1888 and came from a large but poor
family of 10.

As a boy, he went to the local Alliance
School and upon completion of his studies in
1904, was sent by the Alliance 10 complete his
education and train as a teacher in the Ecole
Normale Israclite Orientale in Paris.

It was the usual policy of the Alliance in
those early days to select promising students
from various schools, place them in the Ecole
Normale in Paris and send them back as teach-
ers to serve in all their school network
throughout North Africa, Greece, Turkey and
the Middle East.

In 1909, my father got his first posting as a
teacher at the Alliance in Cairo. There he met
and married my mother, Rachel Niego, who was
also a teacher at the Alliance school for girls.

My mother was born in Istanbul in 1890 and
followed the same educational course as my fa-
ther, first at the Alliance school in lIstanbul,
then at the Ecole Normale des Filles in Paris.

If such courses nowadays appear rather run
of the mill, one should imagine the amount of
courage and determination shown by both par-
ents and children in the 1900s to allow a young
boy, let alone a young girl, in their early teens,
to travel alone in Paris for four years and subse-
quently to travel, also alone, 0o work in
unknown and distant countries.

My parents married in Cairo in 1912 and in
1914 they were posted, this time as headmas-
ters, to the newly opened Alliance school in
Mosul. Travelling from Cairo to Mosul at the
outbreak of World War 1 was also an epic ad-
venture. Mosul was then under Turkish rule and
one can still read reports my father sent at the time
to the Alliance in Paris about the incredible hard-
ships of life under Ottoman domination.

In 1915, my sister Jeanette was born in
Mosul. She can be seen as a young girl of 10 in
the front row of the picture taken in Baghdad at
the Laura Kadoorie school for girls in 1925
(which appeared on the centre pages of Scribe
No. 62).

In 1920, my parents were posted to Tantah
in Egypt where my brother Albert was born. In
1922 they were sent to open an Alliance school
in Jaffa, Palestine. This posting was somewhat
a challenge because in the years following the
Balfour Declaration, some of the leaders of the
Jewish community in France (many of whom
were on the board of the Alliance) had mixed
feelings about the practical application of Zion-
ism in the fear that it might create in their view,
and in the views of their non-Jewish friends,
conflicting problems of dual allegiance.

At that time, Tel Aviv was just being
founded on the dunes north of Jaffa and some
demonstrations took place in Allenby Street
when it became known that the Alliance was

about to open a school in Jaffa. However, all
went well and the school eventually became a
big success.

In appreciation of their achievements in
Jaffa, my parents were posted to Baghdad in
1923, my father as headmaster of the Alliance
boys® school and my mother as headmistress of
the Laura Kadoorie school for girls. The Bagh-
dad posting was at that time one of the most
important in the career of the Alliance. With its
two schools totalling about 2,500 pupils (Jews
and a few Moslems), its synagogue and also the
Nuriel Wakouf Trust estates given to its cus-
tody, the Alliance soon became not only a
landmark of the Jewish community, but also a
centre of social progress and western culture
which the nascent Iraqi state liked to acknowl-
edge. King Feisal visited the schools in 1925,
the year of my birth, together with his son
Ghazi and the Prime Minister.

So many memorics are linked with the
events of those days. T remember vividly how
we once got lost in the desert in 1932 when my
father had to go for an inspection of the Wakouf
estates near Hilleh. On the way back, we
stopped in Babylon to see the Arch of
Ctesiphon and also to visit the ruins which were
then just beginning to be excavated by a French
archacological team. Soon after leaving
Babylon, a sandstorm started and so rudimen-
tary were the roads that the driver lost his way
as night was falling. We had with us in the car
Dr. Rubitchek, an ophthalmologist friend of the
family, who tried to find the right direction by
the stars. And I can still hear the plaintive voice
of the driver who kept asking in Arabic: “Doc-
tor Bey, which way should I go?”

After all that happened in the region and in-
deed throughout the Middle East since those
days, it is difficult to realise today how much
the newly founded state of Iraq owed to its
population of about 180,000 Jews and also to
such institutions as the Alliance. It would take
days of research to compile the services ren-
dered by the Jews of Iraq to their country of
birth in the fields of economy, culture and so-
cial welfare. But perhaps the liveliest and
shortest way to sum it all up is the following
story told 1o us by my father who heard it from
a first-hand source.

In the early twenties, a delegation of British
officials came over o Baghdad from London to
negotiate oil concessions with the government
of Iraq. Eventually an agreement was reached
whereby the newly-created Iraq Petroleum com-
pany would get exclusive exploration and
exploitation rights in return for which the IPC
would pay to the Iragi government annuities of
5 million pounds sterling a year for the duration
of the life of the company. On the day the
agreement was 1o be signed, the Iraqi finance
minister before appending his signature, said
that he wanted the word “gold” to be inserted
between the figure 5 million and pounds ster-
ling. The British delegation was puzzled and
did not understand the meaning of this request.
They said that the only pound sterling then in
existence was the gold-backed pound, that there
was no other pound 1o create possible confusion

and therefore failed to see the reason for this
last-minute change. Nevertheless, the Iragi fi-
nance minister insisted and in the end got his
way. The sentence was modified to read: “5
million gold pounds sterling”. One can ecasily
imagine the tremendous consequences this last-
minute word had on the treasury of Iraq in later
years when the pound was switched off the gold
standard.

Bul this story would not have its full impact
without adding that the name of the lIragi fi-
nance minister of the time was Sasson Heskel
Effendi, that he was Jewish and a graduate of
the Alliance.

In 1936, David and Rachel Sasson were
posted to Haifa after having spent 13 fruitful
years in Baghdad. They were replaced by Mr
and Mrs A. Laredo. We left Baghdad in July
1936 for pre-Israel Palestine which was then in
the midst of violent mandatory conflicts be-
tween the Arabs, the British and the Jews. In
the same year my brother Albert went o Lon-
don 1o study in Imperial College where he
graduated as an oil engineer in 1942, He spent
his whole career working for Shell in such far-
away places as Trinidad, Indonesia, Venezucla
and Nigeria. He is now retired and living in Surrey.

My parents served at the newly-opened Alli-
ance school in Haifa which was then situated in
Herzl Street in Hadar Hacarmel. In 1951 they
retired after 40 years of vocational dedication to
the basic principle of the Alliance as formulated
by its founders in 1868, namely to come to the
help of the Jewish communities which were
then living in the Orient under poor conditions.
The first practical step was to give them an edu-
cation. Once provided with a proper education,
all the other improvements were bound to fol-
low. This concept proved to be absolutely right
in all the countries where the Alliance estab-
lished schools, from North Africa, throughout
the Mediterranean countries up to Persia. No-
where could better justification be found than in
Baghdad, Mosul and Basrah.

In recognition of services rendered to French
culture, the French government awarded them
in 1949 the orders of Officiere d’Académie, Of-
ficier de I'Instruction Publique and the Médaille
d’Honneur.

Having been in Haifa since 1936 we had the
privilege to assist and participate in the creation
of the state of Israel in May 1948. Those were
unforgettable days. 1 remember a speech made
by Ben Gurion at a gathering in Haifa where he
said we had not got much but we did have an
invincible weapon. When we asked what it was,
he replied: Aleph Bet which are the Hebrew ini-
tials for Ein Brera (There is no other option).

My parents left Haifa in 1958 to come and
live with me and my wife in Brussels. My fa-
ther died in Brussels in August 1962. My
mother lived until the age of 95 and she died in
Brussels in April 1985.

They went away with the feelings they had
had throughout their lives that they were leav-
ing behind not only members of their family but
also scores of other children throughout the
world for whom they cared and loved no less
than their own®
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A Barmitzvah homily

The following is a homily prepared by Haham Ezra Dangoor of Baghdad en the occasion of the Barmitzvah of his eldest son Reuben

Sion which occurred on the day preceding Shavuoth — 6 Sivan 5644 = Thursday 29 May 1884,

Extracts from a translation from the Hebrew original kindly made by Professor Raphael Loewe. (Such sermons, altheugh
prepared in Hebrew, would have been delivered partly in Arabic):

Why, following a midrashic adage,
should a father declare when his son
reaches the age of 13, “Blessed be He who
has discharged me from responsibility for
penalties incurred by this my son”? A mi-
nor's actions are of no account, he not
being obligated to observe the command-
ments. How, then could the father incur
any vicarious penalty for his son? An an-
swer is suggested by Prov.17.6 “children’s
children are the crown of the aged and the
glory of children are their fathers.” The
sages hold that whereas a son can confer
tfithe to some advantage on his father, the
converse does not hold; if the son is a
rightcous man this is an advantage to his
father, whereas the only thing that a son
derives is the glory, in general terms, of
his forbears. If the children are righteous
they indeed constitute a crown for their
elders,

Why is it that God so disposed that the
son can confer benefit on his father, but
not vice versa? From man’s very birth the
evil inclination enters him — “sin crouches
at the door” {Gen.4,7): the inclination to
good comes only when, at the age of 13,
he becomes obligated by the command-
ments. But why should he not be thus
obligated, and thus open to the influcnce
of the good inclination, from birth? It is
for the same rcason that Israel did not re-
ceive the Torah immediately on their
redemption from Epypt. Those who have
long dwelt in darkness are dazzled by sud-
den exposure to intense light: their
becoming accustomed thereto must be
gradual. Hence ocur formulation of the
daily moring prayer “Who gives light to
the world and its inhabitants in mercy,” i.e.
were the sun to rise in its full strength in a
single instant nothing could sustain the
sudden change. God’s mercy consists in
crdaining that the dawn is a gradual proc-
ess. Our ancestors, who had long been
sunk in the impurities of Egypt, could
hardly be purified and prepared to receive
the holy Torah in one fell swoop., Consc-
quently God waited for seven weeks,
during which time thev should get rid of
their impurities and prepare their hearts to
serve their Creator in holy purity.

The same principle applies here. Birth
is a mattcr of crass matter only — the new-
born has many disadvantages and lacks all
the real good things — knowledge and ethi-
cal sense, cte.: he is not yet ready for the
Torah and commandments. But right from
the cutset his father is responsible for initi-
ating him into the commandments and
setting him on the right course for life so
that he may become equipped by a devel-
oping inteliect; and then, on his reaching
the age of 13, the good inclination enters
him and he thereby becomes suitable for
the Torah and its commandments, being
henceforth obligated by them. But we may
still wonder why not till his 13th year. By
the time a child is six he has sufficient
knowledge to reccive cducation. But God
waits a further seven years, while the child
sloughs ofT his physical impurities, and
when he is properly cquipped and com-
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plete then, and then only does the good’

inclination enter him and he becomes obli-
gated by the Torah and its commandments.

So much, then, for our question why the
son can confer benefit on the father but not
vice versa, Since the father has the respon-
sibility of initiating and training his son
before he reaches his 13th birthday, as the
boy grows up and at that date becomes ob-
ligated by the commandments, being duly
prepared for this responsibility, he there-
upon gains the extra support of the good
inclination in striving for moral-perfection,
At this stage it is a case of “measure for
measure’ God repays the father for all his
cffort, conferring upon him the benefit of
satisfaction at his son’s developing charac-
ter, seeing that it was thanks to the father's
endeavour that the son has progressed. It is
thus reascnable that the father should be
the co-beneficiary of his son’s reward. But,
per conira, how could any merit of the fa-
ther’s own confer title to advantage therein
on his son? _ '

Howaever, the corollary of the assertion
quoted at the beginning of this discourse
has rather more serious implications, Sup-
pose that a father has fulfilled his task in
training his son and setfing him on the
right path of life, but when the lad reaches
the age of |3 he deviates thercfrom and
commits some transgression, Clearly, no
associative penalty can fall on the father,
who has done all that he could to educate
his son in Torah. On the other hand,
should the father have failed to give him
such an education up to the age of 13, then
should the lad on attaining that age not fol-
low the way of the Torah and commit
sundry transgressions, the father will him-
self bear some measure of his son's
sinfulness, having contributed to the lat-
ter’s wrongdoings through his early failure
te provide a training in Torah and the
commandments, Hence the full context
from which our starting question was
taken: “Rabbi Eleazar said, a man has to
concern himself with his son (i.e. teach
him the Torah and commandments} until
he is 13, and thereafter has to say ‘Blessed
bc He who has discharged me from re-
sponsibility tor penalties incurred by this
my son'.” That declaration refers cxclu-
sively to penaltics for transgression
incurred by the son after attaining the age
of 13, provided always that the father has
previous to that fully discharged his paren-
tal obligations.

This prompts me to suggest an interpre-
tation of the beginning of Psalm 119:
“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who
walk in the law of the Lord. Blessed are
they that keep his testimonies, and that
seek him with their whole heart, Tndeed,
they do no iniquity; they walk in his ways.
It is ‘Thou who has commanded us to keep
thy precepts diligently.” If a boy, prior to
his 13th birthday, bas reccived a proper
education in Torah and the right way of
life, and on his reaching the age of reli-
gious responsibility is accorded the
additional support of the good inclination
to resist the evil cone, one need have no

concern lest his heart be turned to the way
ol evil: on the contrary, he will progres-
sively increase his range of ethical

- qualities, since prior to his acquisition of

the good inclination on entering on his re-
ligions responsibilities he will, thanks to
his training, not have deviated from the
way- of the Torah, how much more will
this prove to be the case thereafter, That is
the meaning of “blessed are the undefiled
in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord.” It is minors who may be styled
“undefiled in the way”, their way being in-
nocent inasmuch as they do not yet qualily
for reward or punishment but nonetheless
walk in the law of the Lord; and this
proves to be (o their subsequent advantage
when they become liable for their religious
responsibilities. It is then that they may be
called “blessed are they that keep his testi-
menies,”  since  they seek God
wholeheartedly, steadfast in the love of
Him. The psalmist repeats the point, “in-
deed, they do no iniquity”™ — that is, whilst
as yet minors and still not liable to reward
or punishment should they not implement
the Torah, nevertheless “they walked in his
ways.” And later on, at the time when
“Thou hast commanded thy precepts,” i.e.
on their reaching the age of 13, it is cer-
tain thar they will keep them diligently.
And the text continues (Ps.f19,5) “would
that my ways may be directed to keep thy
statutes” — Le. it is my prayer that worldly
concerns may not distract me from finding
it in my heart to keep thy statutcs,

“The stone which the builders rejected
is become the headstone of the corner”
(Ps.118,22). Israel is called, metaphori-
cally, a stone (of Gen. 49,243, A Jewish
boy, before he becomes barmitzvah, 15 re-
jected by the builders, t.e. he cannot be
counted for minyan in connection with any
sacred cetemony; but on reaching the age
of 13 he becomes the headstone of the cor-
ner, i.e. the equal for such purposes of any
other Jew; hence the texi continues “this is
the Lord’s doing, in that God has injected
into him the good inclination .and hence-
forth he is obligated to fuifil the
commandments.” But “it is marvellous in
our eyes” — marvellous, i.c. somcthing
concealed from our physical observation.
The access of the good inclination adds no
visible advantage, but we know, in virtue
of cur belief in what our mystic fore tells
us, that “this is the day which the Lord
hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in
it” — the rejoicing over fulfilment of a
nritzvah. And so we pray for my son that
God will ever deliver him from the evil
inclination and cause him to prosper in the
Torah and its precepts.

May God grant us the privilege ol hav-
ing planted in our hearts his law and hig
love; may His fear be ever before us, to
keep us from sin; and may this book of the
Torah never depart from our mouth; and
may we prove worthy to enjoy the light
that shines from the countenance of the
King of life. Amen® '






-~ WhyIama Jew

by Naim Dangoor

In 1930 when I was at Shamash Schoel
in Baghdad, our Hebrew teacher, Adon
Rosen, spoke o us of a new book called
Mipnei Mah Ani Yehudi “Why 1 am a Jew”
and asked us to write an essay on this
theme.

My cssay consisted of one sentence: “I
am a Jew because I was born a Jew™. The
teacher was displeased with my terse offer-
ing which, he said, he did not cxpect from
& member of a rabbinic family. But I
thought it was the honest truth and the
whele truth. {Perhaps the question should
have been phrased: Why I am happy to be
a Jew).

I was therefore most intrigued to find
recently that in his Reminiscences, Victor
Goillancz makes an ardent refercnce to the
author of that book. He writes:

I first met Edmond Fleg in 1925 and we
remained intimate friends il he died in
1963 at the age of 89, Hc was Swiss hy
birth but became a naturalised Frenchman
after fighting for France in the 1914-18
war, He loved France with a quiet and un-
selfish intensity and he loved the Jewish
people and everything Jewish, and when
independence came — the Land of Israel. 1
have never read his book Ma France, Ma
Fualestine in which he deals with this dual-
ity of devotion, but I am certain there was
never any guestion in his case of a conflict
of loyalties.

He was a complete Jew and his Jewish-
ness in my experience was unigue. 1 have
met Jews who are versed in and fascinated
by Jewish lore but who do not believe in
the Jewish or any other religion. [ have
also met Jews whao are religious in the best
sense but have no interest or less a liking
for the old Jewish practices, and I have of
course met many Jews who detest being
lewish. Edmond was likc none of these.
He was a man of great spirituality but he
was totally un-Orthodox in his way of liv-
ing.

I had no contact with him during the
war but kept in touch with him, so to say,
by franslating and publishing a proud little
book, Pourguai je suis Juif which Edmond
had written in 1927 and dedicated to his
grandson who was not yet born, and was
never to be born.

I should like to round off these para-
graphs by setting down his conclusions to
“Why T am a Jew” which illumines not
cnly his fidelity 1o Judaism but his Jewish-
ness: Sce the sublime design which is
revealed at the very beginning and which
from age to age is realised,

Ibid the Greeks declare to the world in
advance that they would show it Beauty? —
the Romans that they would show it Law?

See this peeple, paltry and sinful, an-
nouncing what will be its history at the
very beginning of its history,

See it choosc the mission which

. chooses it and walking with it in the way
which it has foretold.

See it, this pcople of eternal sinners,
banished twice and surviving two disper-
sions and, as commanded by its
prophesies, bringing back from its first ex-
ile the divine unity and preparing, by the
second, human unity.
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Sec it driven off the face of the earth
always near to dying, and always finding
some providential shelter to save it from
death.

See it bearing its truth, and, to keep it
pure, suffering it to spread through the
world in the light of the blazing stake.

See it incarnating in its flesh, the twa
[oves that torment it, and, at the very mo-
ment when it gives itself, with them, to all
the nations of the earth, reconstructing, for
its own survival still, the home of its
memory and its hope, which is the univer-
sal hope, And tell me if, in this unique
history, you do not feel the eternal pres-
ence of a thought and a will which had
dictated its task to this people and have
made its accomplishment possible, trying
it by suffering, saving it in its trials, and
guiding it step by step, from its grievous
past to its triumphant future,

For me, my child, whe have so long
sought the proof of the existence of God,
I have found it in the existence of Israel.

I am a Jew, because born of Israel and
having lost her, I have felt her Hve again
in me, more living than myschH.

I am a Jew, because born of Israel and
having regained her, I wish her to live af-
ter me, more living than in mysell,

I am a Jew because the faith of Israel
demands of me no abdication of the mind.

I am a Jew because the faith of Israel
requires of mec all the devoiion of my
heart, _

I am a Jew because at every time when
despair cries ont, the Jew hopes.

I am a Jew because the world of Israel
is the oldest and the newest.

I am a Jew becausec the promise of Is-
rael is the Universal promise.

I am a Jew because, for Israel, the
world is not yet completed: men are com-
pleting it.

I am a Jew because, for Israel, Man is
not ¢created, men are creating him,

I am a Jew becausc, above the nations
and Israel, Israel places Man and his
Unity. :
I am a Jew because, above Man, image
of the divine Unity, Israel places the di-
vine Unity, and its Divinity.

Sometimes, my child, when I wander
through a museum, and stard before all the
pictures and statucs and furniture and ar-
mour, gathered there from every place and
every age, I think that one or other of my
ancestors may have scen, touched or ad-
mired one or other of these things, in the
very place where it was made and at the
very timc when it was made, This
Sumerian idol, perhaps the very one that
Abraham broke when he left his Chaldcan
home to follow the call of his invisible
God. And I say to myself, from this remote
father, right up to my own father, all these
fathers have handed on to me a Truth
which flowed in their blood, which flows
in mine, and shall I not hand it on, with
my blood, to those of my bloed? Will you

take it from me, my child, will you hand it -

on? (Perhaps you will wish to abandon it.
If so, let it be for a greater truth, if there is
one).

Whether you abandon it, or whether
vou follow it, [srael will journey on to the
end of days®

.. .And why I am
not a Christian

Pakistani Michael Nazir-Ali, who re-
cently became Bishop of Winchester, is
the first non-white Anglican diocesan
Bishop. He had been brought up in a Mos-
tem family before he chose to becomc a
Christian. At his inauguration last January
he said that he considered it one of his
main duties to convert Jews to Christian-
ity. ) .
What next! We tell this modern apos-
tate — Thanks a lot, but No, thanks! Keep
away from us. We do not want to be con-
verted. We know about Christianity long
before you discovered it, and we don’t
want to be converted. Like a billion Mos-
lems we don’t believe in the Virgin Birth
of Jesus, in his Crucifixion, his Resurrec-
tion, or that he was (God farbid) the son of
God. Paul, who was the originator and
propagator of main-stream Gentile Christi-
anity, said 1950 years ago and has been
reiterated by Church leaders ever since,
without Resurrection there is no Christian-
ity. And that is that!

Qur assessment of Christianity is not
new. The Jewish King Agrippa Il of Judea,
in the tolerant Jewish shift of that time,
gave Paul a lengthy interview and listened
carefully to his doctrine. He was amused
but not impressed by what Paul had to say.
When the Messiah comes we shall all have
cne Faith. In the mecantime, you keep your
religion and we shall keep ours,

The  chutzpa of old-Moslem, new-
Christian Nazir Ali reminds me of an inci-
dent 64 years ago involving my outspcken
and intrepid Uncle Sion and an Iraqi Gov-
ernment official, Thabit Abdul Nur, who
switched from Christianity to Istam. Thabit
had called my uncle “old JFew™ and my un-
cle immediately retorted, “And you, Sir,
are an Old Christian and a New Moslem!”
Thabit took my uncle to court for “blas-
phemy”(!) and a fifty dinar fine was
imposed, Even King Faisal could not pre-
vail on him to drop his lawsuit®

The Scribe is a precious diary of a peo-
ple, a time, and a lifc wcll worth reading
about. Each publication seems to jar my
memorics just cnough to bring eut a flood
of wonderful bitter-sweet feelings of days
gone by and of wisdom long forgotten in
our hassled and hectic lives in the indus-
trial world. How 1 miss those wonderful
old faces that grace the photos you publish
... and how I long for those lazy alternoon
ritwals brewing the “Chai” and serving
sembousak and babaa betamar, along with
geben akra (Kurdish cheese similar to taste
to feta cheese), let alonc the times we
gathered around the “Tanour” to bake
them, en famille ®

New York Samira Galler (nee Balass)

I have received the first Scribe No.62
through Naim Lawy, a {riend of the family.
Reaily it is a joy to read, [ thank you very
much for doing such a wonderful job in
reviving the roots of our anccstors of
which I am very proud.

I take The Scribe with me whercver ] go
and show it to my friends here and there®

Ramat Gan Mrs P Aboody (Saati)



The duty of Man
from Reminiscences of Affection
by Victor Gollancz.

Were they right, I wondered, who told
their disciples that the sole duty of Man is
to praise our Creator? But No, they were
wrong. The major duty of man is to coop-
erate in the work of Creation.

Our Rabbis with that passion for read-
ing sermons in the minutia of Scripture
expressed it like this: And Isaac asked the
Eternal, King of the Universe, “When You
made the light, You did say in Your Torah
that it was good. When You made the ex-
tent of the firmament and the extent of the
earth, You did say in Your Torah that they
were good. And every herb that You made,
and every beast, You did say that they
were good. But when You created Man in
Your image, You did not say that he was
good. Wherefore Lord?” And God an-
swered him, “Because Man | have not yet
perfected, and because through the Torah
Man was to perfect himself, and to perfect
the world!”

Scribe:  How can man perfect the
world? Man is fast depleting the resources
of the earth and creating more and more
pollution.

A time will soon come when our planet
will be over-populated, and people will
fight each other for bare survival. Broth-
erly love will go out by the window and
the law of the jungle will prevail®

A future for Socialism
by John E Romain
Reuniting the Left

edited by David Miliband

Soviet socialism is dead. The notions of
class and exploitation need no longer be
considered as central to socialism. The
same goes for public ownership.

The only sound argument for socialism
is an egalitarian one. There is no mecha-
nism for inducing innovation and
improvement except market competition.
So the only socialism worth considering is
market socialism, but this can only have a
marginal effect.

You cannot gut the whole structure of
socialism and just keep its facade. We
have to realise that both Socialism and
Capitalism have failed and while it is de-
sirable to prevent people from
accumulating vast riches, this must not be
done by hounding the rich individual, but
by devising an economic system where
vast amounts of wealth cannot be accumu-
lated.

In a nutshell, I suggest the following:

1) Taxing all land values, government
bonds and public loans, and all other
fictitious values to vanishing point over
a scale of fifty years.

2) Treat money as it is meant to be a
means of facilitating exchange of goods
and services and not as a store of
wealth. This is achieved by issuing
money in the name of the consumer and
not in the name of the moneylender.
Money should be dished out to people,
free of charge, according to their recog-
nised commercial needs.

The Torah dealt very precisely with
these two points by the 50-year Jubilee
system and the ban on usury. No one after
Moses realised their import®

N.D.

The meaning of food in early
Judaism and Christianity

by Gillian Feeley-Harnik
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC.

This was first published in 1981 under
the title Eucharist and Passover in Early
Christianity. Its central thesis is that, in
ancient Judaism, food was the language
which expressed both the identity of the
people and its belief in God. The various
groups within Second Temple Judaism
also used the language of food to distin-
guish themselves within the main stream.
One of these groups, the early Christian
community, radically transformed the lan-
guage about food in order to interpret the
work of its Founder. The Gospels are seen
as a Midrash on the Passover story, with
the Last Supper being a prelude to the
Christian Passover, namely, the crucifixion
of Jesus. While the early Christians be-
lieved themselves to be faithful to their
Jewish heritage, their use of food language
presented the Founder as a glutton who
broke rules by eating with the wrong peo-
ple, who substituted a human self-sacrifice
for animal sacrifice and who commanded
his followers to eat his flesh and blood.

J.W.R.

Seribe: The Jewish Passover Seder was

not just a commemoration of the events of

the Exodus from Egypt, but was in fact

meant to be a holy communion of the Be-
lievers not open to non-Jews®

Iraq — My Testimony
by Esther Mercado

PO Box 2873,
Ramost Gan 52128

These memoirs by Esther Mercado are
based on her diary which she began writing
when only 13 years old. Written between
1948 and 1951, they reveal the tragedy ex-
perienced by a whole generation of Iraqgi
Jews after the Second World War, who be-
came victims of the Fascist and Nazi
movements which flourished under the
protection of the nationalist regimes.

Mercado vividly recounts the events
which took place among Iraqi Jewry during
the 1940's; the pogrom of 1941, the influ-
ence of the Second World War, the
operations of the Zionist underground, fol-
lowed by the massive aliya of the early
1950’s. The mass emigration to the Holy
Land brought further pain to many Iraqi
Jews as they were hastily dumped into
camps of tents by a new fledgling state un-
der siege from its hostile Arab neighbours.
The author describes the poor conditions in
the camps where her family initially set-
tled. Despite the hard times, Mercado
stresses that although life in Israel has been
difficult for the Iraqi Jews, the community
now lives in a state of relative prosperity.
She concludes with the positive message
that due to their great efforts and hard
work Iraqi Jews now form an integral part
of Israeli life.

Mercado’s work is a living testimony of
a harrowing period of upheaval and perse-
cution through the eyes of a young Jewish
girl who survived to pass on the value of
her experiences to future generations®

Siegfried Sassoon

In the May 1994 issue of The Scribe
No.61, I published my correspondence with
The Queen in which 1 made reference to
Siegfried Sassoon, poet of the First World
War, and published two of his moving po-
ems.

I was therefore interested to note that in
her Christmas Message to the Common-
wealth, which was broadcast worldwide on
Radio and Television, Her Majesty referred
to Siegfried Sassoon. She said: “The poet
Siegfried Sassoon, amidst all the horrors of
war, still found himself able to write these
words: ‘Everyone’s voice was suddenly
lifted; And beauty came like the setting
sun’.”

The two lines are from Everyone Sang,
written in 1919:

Everyone suddenly burst out singing;
And 1 was filled with such delight

As prisoned birds must find in freedom.
Winging wildly across the white
Orchards and dark-green fields;
on-on-and out of sight.

Everyone’s voice was suddenly lifted;
And beauty came like the setting sun:
My heart was shaken with tears;

and horror

Drifted away ... O! but Everyone

Was a bird; and the song was

wordless; the singing will never be done.

According to The Times, this was the
first time in 55 years that a poet was
quoted in the Sovereign’s Christmas mes-
sage. In 1939, as Britain ventured into the
Second World War, King George VI
quoted from a poem entitled The Gate of
the Year, published privately in 1908 by
Marie Louise Haskins, a lecturer at the
London School of Economics. He quoted:

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of
the Year,

“Give Me a light that [ may tread safely into
the unknown.”

And he replied “Go out into the darkness,
and put your hand into the Hand of God
That shall be to you better than light, and
safer than a known way.”

I recently noted that these words are en-
graved on the entrance to King George's
sepulchre in the Chapel of Windsor
Castle® N.D.
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Sitting, Teachers. (1 to r): 1) Reuben Ezra Yehuda; 2) Aharon Darwish; 3) Barukh ...; 4) Eliahou ...; 5) Ezra Twena; 6) ... Dahan; 7) Menashe Eza Zeloufl
(Headmaster); 8) ... Gabbay; 9) Sassoon ...; 10) Heskel Uzair; 11) Barukh ...; 12) Sassoon Mizrahi.

Front row (1 to r): 13) -; 14) ; 15) -; 16) -; 17) -; 18) -; 19) -; 20) -; 21) Naim Reuben Battat; 22) Meir Sassoon Khadhourie; 23) -; 24) Yosef Muallim Hakham
Saleh; 25) Abdulla Hakham Saleh; 26) Gabriel Hanuka; 27) Elia Uzair; 28) Yamen Shalom; 29) -;

Leaning in front: left 31) Salim Menashe Zelouf; and right 32) Sami Menashe Zeloufe®

I would like to share the following in-
formation with your readers,

Jacob Masliyah, from Edmonton, Al-
berta, Canada is pleased to announce that
he has published a book in his field enti-
tled: Electrokinetic Transport Phenomena
published by Alberta Oil Sands Technol-
ogy & Research Authority.

Jacob graduated from Frank Iny Sec-
ondary School in the 1960s in Baghdad. He
left for London. He has been a Professor at
the Department of Chemical Engineering,
University of Alberta, since 1977.

His wife, Odette (née Ishayek) and his
three children Tamara, Ruth and Daniel,
also live in Edmonton. The family is very
proud of Jacob's accomplishment®

Edmonton Odette Masliyah

Please discontinue sending us your
journal.

London Dutch Church

Seribe: If you have any complaints to
make, please send them to us so that we
can publish it in our journal®
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Baghdad reminiscences

I am greatly honoured and grateful to
realise that you are doing so much by the
Scribe to bring together our Babylonian
community that has been scattered all over
the world. The several pages of the Scribe
make a lot to open our consciousness and
remind us again and again of our roots,
May your endeavour be remembered for-
ever.

I sat down this week and remembered
Tah-t1-Al-Takya with nostalgia so decided
to describe my memories and feelings in
order to share them with others®

Los Angeles Victor Ozair, M.Sc., P.E.

Al the candy store there was a unique
exhibition of sweet mouth-watering delica-
cies like Baklawa, Zingoola, Massafan,
Semesmii, Hagibada, Mulfoof, Buebe
Kadrasi, Mlabbas, Halgoon, etc. And all
these savoury items came in several varic-
ties.

A little further one confronts an exqui-
site and intoxicating aroma from freshly
baked pastrics at a bakery shop. These pas-
tries included Buebe-Abu-Al-Tamur or date
cookies, Samboosak, Mulfoof and Boorag.
A few steps later there was a pickle shop

full with a gorgeous mixture of pickles
made from turnips, beets, cucumbers, car-
rots, eggplant, etc. In the middle of this
shop there was a large barrel full with
Amba or mango pickle. The intense odour
from the pickle and the Amba (lickered
through the air blending with the aromas
from the bakery shop, and a slight touch of
smoke from the barbecue restaurants
nearby. This mixture of aromas and smoke
gave a thick air imbued with special fla-
vour pertaining only to this enchanting
Tah-t-Al-Takya.

By the corner [ noticed an old man sit-
ting with a covered container. He was
selling some choice specialities. These
were sweet hot and red beets freshly baked
under burning charcoal. The man took out
from the container one beet, glittering like
a red ruby. He peeled it neatly and pre-
sented it wrapped in a clean paper from a
notebook. Next | met a merchant of an-
other special delicacy. This was truly an
appetite awakening and mouth watering
one. It was the flavourful Kubba Burgul.
This corner looked crowded all through the
day with customers standing and devour-
ing the Kubba showing excitement and
pleasure®




Are they the tribe of
Menashe?

by Kurt Fleischmann

Well, according to a recent report in the
Jewish Chronicle 300 million Indians are
claiming to be the descendants of the
Tribe of Menashe.

S0 when 1 could not get any further in-
formation from thc Jewish Chronicle, 1
tried the India Office and Library, and

then, the Israeli Embassy who suggested [

contacted Professor Tudor Parfite, the au-
thor ol The Thirteenth Gate, a book based
on his travels among the Lost Tribes of
Israel, at London University’s Schooi of
Oriental & African Studies.

I began my interview with the Professor
by saying: “1 understand you arc an expert
on the Lost Tribes of Israel.”

Then Dr Parfitt modestly said that some
people believed that. T told him about the
report in the Jewish Chronicle and then
went on to ask him: “Do you think, as an
expert in the ficld, that there is actually
any truth in this claim by 300 million Indi-
ans that they are or even could be
members of the Lost Tribe of Menashe?

The professor hardly hesitated, replying
with one word, namely NO!

He then, however, claborated thus:
“Not really ... It’s guite a complicated phe-
nomenon, But there is not really any
histerical connection between these people
and the Ten Lost Tribes. Rather that they

have taken the legend and applied it 1o

themselves,”

I then interjected: “Do you then believe
it's for economic rcasons and not any reli-
gious undertone?”

Parfitt replied: “I don’t think it's neces-
sarily for economic reasons; nor the belicf
of 300 million, but perhaps a few hundred
thousands; no matter what the reports
claim. It’s also a very recent thing, dating
from the 1950s. There is also a so-called
ancestor ol these tribals. His name was
Mannie Harsee, which may sound similar
to Menashe. Alse as tribal people they
don’t fit into the structure of Hinduism. So
they come then into the samc category as
the Untouchables, And by becoming Jews
they put themselves into a different cat-
cgory. A rather better onc, in a scnse. One
that improved their status. And the idea of
a Promised Land at the end, knowing that
the Beng-Isracl, Jews of Western India,
did go to [srael. The main idea is the sesk-
ing of a new identity.” Bul thers were
other reasons: “They had been Baptists be-
fore, for about 100 years, having been
converted by Welsh Baptist missionarics
in the early 19th century: and you can see
that, since Baptists use the Old Testament
rather than the New, they sort of learned to
identify with Judaism, raiher than Christi-
anity, and by implication with the Jewish
people and the Jewish State.”

When [ interjected; “So you don’t think
there is really any proof that they could be
what they claim they arc?” '

Professor Parfitt eeplicd: “I don’t think
there is any possibility at alt of their being
connected with a genuine Lost Tribe of Is-
racl.” The professor went on stating: “In
fact all of these claims are illusory, not
genuing,”

When [ said, “This, then, is just a fable,

a fiction.” Dr Parfitt admitted: “This is a
very, very powerful myth, which is put
into service for all kinds of reasons.”

P then interjected: “What about the

Falashas, being the Lost Tribe of Dan?”

Te which the professor replied: “Histori-
cally the claim is a complete lot of
nonsense.” “Why, then, did the Statc of Is-
rael not just admit them, but helped them
to comc ta Isracl?”’, I wondered. To this
the professor replied: “They were let in not
tor historic reasons, but for halachic ones.”
And he admitted “that thers were many
biblical texts that give credence to the
Falashas. Texts which are accepted by the
Rabbis, and consequently, Israel.” But not,
it was clear, by Tudor Parfitt, Professor of
History,

The news item that gave rise to this ar-
ticle ended thus: “Indians, who claimed to
be descendants from the tribe of Menashe,
would not be encouraged to emigrate to Is-
rael under the Law of Return.” according
to Israeli Absorption Minister Yair Tsaban,

According to Naim Dangoor, editor of
The Scribe, Isracl needed to confront up
the rising number of Arabs, and it did not
greatly mateer if they could actually prove
their origin, i

He cites what Saudi Arabia is now do-
ing: “They are now exporting & million
tons of wheat every year, when they had to
import all their food tilt recently.” By us-
ing new technology, probably obtained
from Israel, directly or indirectly to econo-
mise on the need for water. Thus turning
the desert into arable land, as {srael is and
has bcen doing. It was the Arab poat that
ravaged the Middle East by eating the
trees, and thus eroding the top soil. If
Saudi Arabia, which is larger than the In-
dian subcontinent became fertile, its 8
million population could become 100 mil-
lion. Sc the millions of Indians could
become very useful, even essential, to Isra-
cl’s survival, enabling Israel to compete in
numbers. . .

We should welcome people who want
o be Jews cven if they could not prove
they were of the Tribe of Menashe or any
tribe.

Part of the trouble is due to Israel’s use
of the hostile Palestinians for cheap la-
bour. 1f we had not used them they would
have meclied away into the neighbouring
Arabian states. 5o why not use the Indians
who want to be Jews and who scemingly
want to live in Israel, .

It is not necessary to admil 300 million
Indians tomorrow; we must however start
today to try to convince people that Israel
needs an increased friendly population
who want t0 be Jews and Tsraclis, in pref-
erence te a hostile minority who come for
mosily economic reasons.

In any case, the Falashas had practised
Judaism for centuries previously ®

Indian tribes claim
Jewish origin

According to a piece pubfished by the
Sino-Judaic Institute ol California, the
Shinlung are a group of tibes of approxi-
mately 2 million people that reside in
several northeastern Indian states. They
also reside in Burma and Bangladesh.

Members of the Shinlung tribe believe
they arc descended from Menashe, and
many wish to come back to their true Jew-
ish roots and migraic to Isragl. About 5000
to 10,000 of these tibe members are ac-
tively invalved in practising Judaism,
trying to follow the Torah and perform the
mitzvot.

The Shinlung were “discovered” about
100 years ago by Christian missionarics,
who became cxcited when they rcalised
that these people were probably Jews since
they had customs very similar to the Jews,
and felt they had the chance to convert
these Jews to Christianity. With the help of
British troops, these missionaries were
able to rob the Shinlung of their religious
treasures and destroy the Shinlung reli-
gious hierarchy, thus preventing their
religious leaders and people from perform-
ing their own Jewish religious customs and
pracitces.

The Shinlung cail their god Y’'wa al-
though some use the term Pathien. They
have feast days corresponding to the Jew-
ish holidays and an claborate system of
animal sacrifices resembling the Jewish
sacrificial system. They practised levirate
marriage {a man marrics his deccased
brother's widow), buried their dead simply
(no cremations) and maintained the patri-
archal system of inheritance, On the cighth
day a newborn boy was sanctified. They

" also slaughtered an animal and drained its

blood before eating it, and wore blue and
white 7sifsit,

History

According to the Shinlung the tribe of
Menashe setiled in Persia and were eventu-
ally driven eastward to Afghanistan and
then to China. Around 600 CE (some say
during the time of the Mongol invasion)
rcligious persecution forced them to flee
from China and scttle in Vietnam, where
they lived as cave dwellers (shinlung).
During that time the Shinlung were con-
tinually in a state of fear and of hunger
and found it impossible to rest on Shabbat.

They were eventually driven from Viet-
nam by a Chinesc king, They lost their
Sefer Torahs and were forced to follow
their traditions by memory. They wan-
dered arcund Thailand and then through
Burma for hundreds of years. Their priest-
hood was preserved until the middle of the
19th century, when Christian missionaries,
supported by foreign troops, were able to
end their traditions. Presbyterian mission-
aries are active in the region. By 1990
many had been converted to Christianity.

Thirty years ago a local prophet named
Tanruma of Manipure began preaching to
the Shinlung, saying that thcy would be
destroyed if they did not go back to their
old Jewish faith. He told them that they
were all destined to return to Israel. The
return to Judaism started in Churachandpur
in south western Manipur and has since
spread throughout the arsa. Small syna-
gogues have been established around
towns in the Imphal area. Those who have
returned to Judaism but have had exposure
to Christianity may still have some belief
in Jesus, while others with less cxposure
will not have this belief, The Shinlung
who presently want to go on alivah do not
have this belief and are eager to study
Judaism®
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Nabucco

by Simon Dangoor

Last October the Romanian National
Opera brought an exhilarating new produc-
tion of Verdi's epic masterpiece to
London’s Royal Albert Hall. In the plot,
which is not historically accurate,
Nabucco, king of Babylon leads his army
as they march on Jerusalem, leaving a
wave of destruction in his wake. With the
city seized, the Hebrews are enslaved and
forced from their homeland into exile. This
monumental tale of revenge, destruction
and jealousy is brilliantly recounted in
Verdi's celebrated work, which features
the classic ‘Chorus of the Hebrew slaves’.

In Act One through passionate cho-
ruses, the priests and people of Jerusalem
lament their defeat at the hands of
Nabucco, King of Babylon and beg
Jehovah to prevent the capture of the tem-
ple. In an impressive solo, ‘Sperate, o
figli’, Zaccaria exhorts them to have faith
in God. Nabucco’s troops fill the temple
and desccrate the holy place while
Nabucco taunts the defeated Jews.

In the following act, the Jews have been
carried captive into Babylon and Nabucco,
away at the wars, has left Fenena as regent
in his stead. The Hebrews are gathered to-
gether in a room of the palace, and, in a
noble example of Verdian prayer (*Tu sul
labbro’) Zaccaria invokes the guidance of
God. Nabucco subsequently returns and
proclaims himself god, commanding the
protesting Zaccaria and Fenena to bow
down before him. There is a clap of thun-
der, and the crown is torn from his head by
a supernatural force. When the crowd has
recovered from its consternation, the king
is seen to be mad and Abigalle snatches
the crown.

In Act Three, Abigalle has been in-
stalled as Regent, with the support of the
priests who demand the death of the cap-
tive Jews, amongst them Fenena. The
second scene of the act takes place on the
banks of the Euphrates, where the enslaved
Jews sing the psalms of their lost father-
hood. *Va Pensiero’ is the first of Verdi's
patriotic choruses, and its poignant melody
is typical of the composers writing in this
vein. Zaccaria upbraids the Jews for their
defeatist attitude and tries to galvanise
them into life and resistance by prophesy-
ing the imminent fall of Babylon.

In the final act Nabucco in prison wak-
ens from a nightmare to hear the crowd
down below crying, ‘Death to Fenena’.
Abdallo appears at the head of the guard
and frees his master, who rushes out to res-
cue his daughter. The scene changes to the
place of execution. A funeral march is
heard and Fenena has a beautiful prayer as
she and the Jews prepare for death. The
arrival of Nabucco and his followers ar-
rests the sacrifice, the false idol is thrown
down as if by magic and all join in a
prayer of thanksgiving to Jehovah. The
general rejoicing is interrupted by the ar-
rival of Abigalle, who in her remorse has
taken poison and presently dies, calling on
god for forgiveness. Zaccaria promises
glory to his convert, Nabucco,

The opera was hugely popular in the
land of its birth, At the time of its opening,
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Italy was suffering under Austrian suppres-
sion. Italians compared themselves and
their situation to the Hebrew slaves in cap-
tivity, The chorus of the Hebrews slaves
was cven considered seriously as a possi-
ble national anthem for Italy, so strongly
did it enter the Ttalian psyche. It became
one of the most popular tunes of the day.

The Romanian National Opera, based at
the National Opera House in Bucharest
was founded in 1885 and has earned a
reputation throughout Europe for produc-
ing traditionally staged opera of the
highest quality, Bringing a company of
over 200 members and on their first ever
tour of the U.K., they made their London
debut with this excellent production of
Verdi’s Nabucco. They delighted their
Royal Albert Hall audience, providing
them with a rare opportunity to see this
great operatic work performed by one of
the most important companies to emerge
from Eastern Europe. The performance
was a greal success with many present
hailing it as the finest production of
Nabucco that they had ever seen. The bril-
liant Russian conductor Alexandru
Samoila previously worked with the
Moldova Opera Theatre and the Kirov Op-
era Theatre, collaborating with many
world famous singers and musicians before
joining the Romanian National Opera in
May 1988.

Nabucco was Verdi's first great success
and was the opera that established him as
one of the leading composers of Ttaly.

There is no doubt that Nabucco repre-
sented a tremendous advance on Verdi's
two earlier operas. The frequent and highly
successful revivals which it has enjoyed in
recent years prove that it is still very much
a living force. Nabucco is important in that
it represents Verdi's first success, and in it
he can be seen making a serious attempt at
the musical portrayal of character.

London Simon E E S Dangoor
N.D. Adds:
About the Hall

In 1851 Queen Victoria's consort,

Prince Albert organised the Great Exhibi-

tion of British industry, and with the prof-
its a large tract of land was purchased
which now houses the Victoria and Albert
Muscum as well as the Science, Geologi-
cal, Natural History, Imperial College and
the Royal Albert Hall.

The building of the hall was financed
by selling 1000 seats on a 999-year lease
at £100 per seat. Until 1970 it was possible
to buy these seats at £100. I personally
bought a 5-seater box at £250. At a share-
holders meeting I pointed out that the Hall
was still insured for only £100,000!, the
original cost of the building. Imagine my
surprise when the council decided to in-
crease the cover 1000 times to £100
million. Not only home to the Proms, the
Albert Hall now hosts a multitude of popu-
lar events including boxing championships
and pop concerts as well as its traditional
programme of classical concerts. A private
box in the Albert Hall can now fetch as
much as £400,000 and a ticket for the last
night at the Proms is a snip at a mere
£1000!

About the writer

Simon (Eddie) Dangoor has just gradu-
ated from the University of Teesside with
a BA (Hons) degree in English and Poli-
tics. He co-founded and edited a magazine
at college, and edited and contributed to
his university magazine. He has also done
extensive work cxperience at the B.B.C.,
New Statesman and Society magazine and
local papers. Already, he has worked for a
number of magazines on a freelance basis,
contributing articles on a diverse array of
subjects ranging from politics to sport.
Simon is a keen sportsman. He won many
medals at swimming galas representing his
county and he is currently a member of a
successful Sunday league football tecam.
He is politically active, supporting groups
including Amnesty International and
Greenpeace. His interests outside writing
include music and theatre and he attends
concerts regularly, as well as supporting
his favourite football club Spurs whenever
he can®

The Royal Albert Hall (Photograph by Naim Dangoor)



I shall not forget
‘thee, Babylon.
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When we remember the Babylonian Ex-
ile we think of how Nebuchadnezzar led
the cream ol the Jewish people captive o
Babylon, and how wec sat down and wept
by its many rivers.

But that situation lasted only a few
ycars. Soon Jewish architects and cngi-
neers were engaged in improving and
beautilying the capital and young King
Yehoyachin was released [rom imprison-
ment and given an exakted position,

In less than Tifty years, a bloodless pal-
ace revolution, in which Jews took an
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active part, brought in King Cyrus of Per-
sia. Subsequently, many Jews returned to
Zion to rebuild the Temple, but the major-
ity preferred to stay in the Land of the
Rivers. They prospered and grew in nam-
bers and occupied the central part of the
country, Their numbers reached over one
million and their strategic role was the de-
fence of the Persian Empire against attacks
from the West.

It was in this relaxed and secure atmos-
phere that Judaism, as we know it today,
blossomed and flourished @

N.D.

L Mnvnny Mo @ ”

., 00 15 t3 25 -
. u‘1\9m§1p B

th, L T

Centres of Rabbinical schools and the
boundary of Jewish Babylonia according
to b.Qid. 7ib, which obtained at the time
of the Arab conquest.

Source: Michael Avi Yona Carta's At-
las, OF the period of the Second Temple,
the Mishnah and the Talmud.

(Jerusalem 1966 - Carta}.
Ana, Rawa, Biram, Pumbedita,
Anbar, Baghdata, Clesphon,

Peruz, Shapur, Akbara, Awna,

Mishkeni, Busra, Mahoza,

Wulshpet, Husal, Metha Mehasia,

Nipur, Herpnia, Meshan, Apmir,
Nahrawan, Sura {(The Exilarch’s law
court), Kafri, Nehardea, Hagronia, Pum
Nhara, Babylon, Nersh, .

Nahr Isa, Nahr Sarsar, Nahr Malka,

Nahr Kutha, Nahr Sura, Pum Nahra,
Apmia, Sheknesib®

From
“Les Cahiers de I'Alliance
Israelite Universeile”

Si je ’oublie Babylone ...

L’histoire du premier cxil des Juifs i
Babylone aprés la destruction du Temple par
Nabuchodonosor nous est connue 4 travers
les textes bibligues d’Ezra et de Néhémie. Le
prophéte Ezra est d’ailleurs désigné comme
Eera HaSofer, &Ezra le seribe. Clest en
référence a ce passé que le journal des de-
scendants des Juits de babylone 4 pris son
titre, The Scribe.

Cette publication originale parait depuis
septembre 1971, On y lit des articles en
anglais teaitant de cetie communavté bien
particuliére des Juifs originaires d’Irak.

Ces vingt-cing siécles ont eu une impor-
tance considérable pour Pensemble du
judaisme, principalement marqués par
plusicurs courants ayant leur source cn
Babylonie: les prophities de Jérémie et
@*Exéchicl; la mission d'Lzra le scribe
quittant Babylone pour Jérusalem en 458
av.J.C.; les cnseignements de Hillel I’ Ancien,
maitre babylonien s’imosant aux Pharisiens
de Jérusalem aun premier. siécle av.J.C.;
I’élaboration du Talmaed de Babylone dans
les académies de Sura, Pumbedita et
Nehardea entre le deuxiéme et le troisiéme
siécles de notre ére; les relations fruciucuses
entre les sages babyloniens et espagnols
de”l’Age d’or™ séfarade; et enfin la place
préponérante des maitres de Babylone &
I’épogue de 'Empire ottoman.

Cependant, I'influence des Juifs d’Irak va
dirinuer de la fin de I'Empire oitoman i la
période du Mandat britannique; puis c’est le
départ définitif des 125,000 Juifs irakiens
pour le tout jeune Estat d’Tsraél en 1950-
1941, lors de Popération “Ezra ¢t Néhémie”,
Vint-cing siécles emblématigoes, qui
amenérent une partie du peuple juif de Texil
au retour a Sion.

Les lieux de pelerinage que constituent les
tombeaux de Josué le Grand prétre prés de
Baghad, du prophéte Ezéchict prés de Hillah
et d*Fzra le Scribe, prés de Bassorah, ont
heurcosement été préservés et entrefenus.

Le journzl se voulant un organe de com-
mpnicgtion et d’échange entre les Juifs
d’origine irakicnne, une large place y est
consacrée au courrier des lecteurs, ce gui
nous permel d’avoir un apercu de ’entendue
géographique de cette population. Il n’est pas
rare de frouver un lecteur de New York, né i
Calcutta en Inde apriés guc son pére s’y fot
installé en provenance de Bassorah. De Cal-
cutta, il a émigré au Canpada, puis aux
Etats-Unis. Ce cas de figure peut s*appliquer

4 des correspondants de Johanneshourg, -

Singapour, de Bombay ou de Buesnos-Aires,
entre autres,

Parmi les phetographies présentes, on
trouve beaucoup d’images de réceptions
mondaines et diplomatiques. Mais on pent
aussi noter l'intérét pour les photos de
groupe, et en particulicr ¢clles des éléves des
éeoles de I’Alliance, qui permettent & chacon
de tenter de retrouver Ia lrace de camarades
perdus de vue,

Un des attraits de The Scribe tient aussi
ia ruhrlque culinaire, régulicre et tris
fournie, qui sait & la fois redécouvrir la cul-
sine orientale.

Les positions pelitiques défendues par
The Seribe, sont évidemment trés Favorables
i Isruiél. Toutefois, face i la guerre du Golfe
¢t anx avancées du processus de paix entre
Israél et les Palestiniens, The Seribe met en
avant P’idée d’unc confédération des Etats
moyen-oricntanx, dans laguelle Tsraél
trouverait toute sa place en faisant Jargement
appel 4 ses ressortissants originaires des pays
arabes.

La bibliothéque de I*Alliance est sans
doute la senle en France 3 posséder one col-
lection compléte de ce journal, ce journal
nous permet de suivre le destin juif dans de

nombreuses parcties du monde @
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The Image of
Jews in

Arabic
Journals,

1858-1908

From Dr Shaul Sehayik,

Director of the Babylonian Jewry
Heritage Center, Qr Yehuda, Israel.

Since 1908, i.e. since the Revolution of
the Young Turks, Arab newspapers do not
reveal their earlier admiration for Jews in
general and the Jews of Eretz Yisrael in
particular. In order to investigate the state
of affairs before the Revolution of the
Young Turks, Arabic fifty-two newspapers
and journals that had been published dur-
ing this period, were reviewed and
examined in the light of the evenis of the
period.

The attitude towards the Jewish people
and the image of the Jew during this pe-
riod was positive, with the exclusion of
certain Catholic and Coptic newspapers,
which adhered to their traditional animos-
ity towards Jews and Judaism.

The gradual weakening of the Qttoman
Empirc during the 19th century led to the
intervention of the Great European Powers
in the internal matters of the Ottoman Em-
pire and the Middle East.

The Muslims remained loyal to the Ot-
tomans, and usually received traditional,
conservative education that did not include
foreign languages. However, in the condi-
tions prevalent at the time, missionaries
could establish modern schools based upon
the Western modc] throughout the Middle
East. The children of the various commu-
nities and religious sects, generally
Christians, studied in these schools. Some
of these schools were built by American
missionarics who educated in a spirit of
secularism that cclebrated the equality of
religion, thus receiving a positive atsitude
toward Jews and Freemasons movements,
Many ol the students of these schools con-
tinucd with their education, completing
their course of studics in European institu-
tions ol higher learning.

A small number of Arab intellectuals
and men of thought were influenced by
these Western liberal, demogcratic, human-
istic ideals and strove to inculcate these
Western ideals to their fellow countrymen,
in order to imbue them with the values of
freedom, justice, and equality, which in
their opinion, every man regardiess of
race, religion, or creed was entitled to.
They also openly demanded the granting
of these principles and rights to the Jews,
Some of them considered the press as the
vehicle and platform (or the dissemination

“of their ideas. They founded newspapers,
editing them according to their personal
prejudices and in accordance with their
predilections to various political or special
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interest groups such as local governors or
religious sects. ’

One may catalogue the reviewed ncws-
papers in the following categories:

A. Muslim newspapers.

B. Protestant papers.

C. Catholic and Orthodox papers.

D. Jewish newspapers and reporters
whose language was Arahic.

The image of the European Jew, as
drawn by the Arab newspapermen, both
Muslim and Christian, is one of a noble-
man, just and honest, energetic who uses
his talents for his personal good and for
the good of the state and nation in which
he lives. He seeks peace and withdraws
from any conflict or. disagreement. He is
the victim of European religious fanati-
cism, the victim of blood libels and other
false accusations and innocent of treach-
ery. The rich Jewish financial magnates
and bankers symbolized their industry: en-
ergy, honesty, open-heartedness; solidarity
and courage. The newspapers carried many
reports of Jewish aid to their persecuted
brethren, which “proved” the concept of
Jewish solidarity, Similarly, their respected
status and appearance before emperors and
rulers throughout the world with the de-
mand that these world leaders improve the
conditions of their oppressed Jewish citi-
zens was greeted with great esteem.

The European influence upon Middle
Eastern newspapers formed a positive im-
age of the Jew and merged with the image
of the authors, newspapermen and rich and
benevolent families of oriental Jewry.
Thus, their image underwent a change, for
Jews until now had always been regarded
as second-class citizens, With the new im-

age, the Jews could stand up straight and

manifest national and ethnic pride,

This change that occurred during the
nineteenth century opened the cyes of the
cnlightened Arabs and others among the
nations of the Middle East to the primi-
tiveness of their own nations in contrast to
the enlightened and cultured nations of the
West. They attempted to overcome the cul-
tural, social and scientific chasm that
characterized the difference between their
countries and those of the developed and
modern West., Their consciousness of the
existing gap between them and their Eurc-
pean contetnporaries, increased their desire
to investigate their ancient past and na-
tional history in order to discover the
causes that would account for their cultural
and military decline, They wished to sub-
stantiate for themselves and others that
their backwardness was not dependent
upon their Oriental Semitic origins, as the
Eurcpean theories of racism attempted to
prove. They conducted a continuous de-
bate with the West in order to authenticate
racial Scmitic supremacy, including the
Jews, although they were born in the West,
Thus! they celebrated the contributions of
Jews te humanity; In their opinion, Arab
social, cultural, political and military infe-

riority was the result of the despotism and-

cruelty of their leaders, the freeze upon
original thinking and the conservatism of
the religious fanatics, who suppressed the
freedom and liberty of the individual and
the public, )

Ini their desire to adopt Western ideas of
Liberty, Equality, Justice and Freedom for
men in the Arab lands, they had to act
against prejudices and entrenched tradi-

tions.in Muslim societics. ‘These endeav-
ours and the resulting developments led to
far-reaching changes in the attitudes of en-
lightened Muslim and Christian Arabs
towards Jews as a nation and as individu-
als.

The rise and the fame of well-known
Jews in Europe reflected political, socio-
economic power, and resulted in respect
and awe on the part of Arab newspaper
editors and advanced liberal inteliectuals,
These Jews were the s