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The Lessen of the Holocaust: 
by Moshe Kahtan 

January 1995 marked the 50th anniver- 
sary of the liberation of Auschwitz. Men 
and women fi'om many countries, includ- 
ing somc of the survivors, went on site. 
some to say a prayer, some to shed the 
tears of remembering the horror and besti- 
ality of what took place there and in all the 
other camps, whilst others went because 
probably they felt they had to. Whatever 
their reasons may have been, they all stood 
there on the land where one of the many 
notorious factories of death were put up by 
n0ne other than one of the supposed pillars 
of European eivilisation of the 20th cen- 
tury, Germany, for the purpose of 
systematically annihilating a whole people 
only because they were Jews. 

One thing is certain though and that is 
the complete and unbelievable inaction of 
the whole world, except ['or the very few 
individuaIs who sometimes risked their 
own Iives to save the odd victims of that 
wild and wholesale mass murder machin- 
ery set upon the European Jewry. Is it not 
bewildering that the Church in the person 
of the Pope did not even raise an eyebrow 
to what was going on in Christian Ger- 
many? Is it not bewildering that America 
not only imposed an entry quota on the 
numbers of Jewish refugees who managed 
to escape; but also required them to bring a 
certain minimmn sum of money, together 
with a certificate of good behaviour from 
their country of birth, where in mostcases 
the Gestapo ruled supreme? Was it not be- 
wildering lbr a Canadian member of 
parliament to stand in the house when the 
question of how many Jews should be al- 
lowed into Canada. on humanitarian 
grounds and say: "None, is too many"? 
Was it not bewiIdering of the Allies to 
refuse to bomb the railway lines which 
served to'bring Jewish men, yeomen and 
children from all parts of occupied Europe 
to the various sIaughter houses on the pre- 
text that it would divert the war effort? 
Was it not bewildering that British Manda- 
tory, Authorities, governing at the time the 
Western part of  to'brin8 Was t2 railwo7 thh would refus4 the MandET BT3 Trthh railws4 whic9 Was refu408no5 forlo28n7 te tht tha9 refuss 



My Life and Times, Part H 
b y  Sal im Dangoor .  

My children asked me whether they 
have to go to the Scribe to read some of 
the stories of their father! So, here goes: 

While in Iran I made a good name for 
myself and when I came to Sweden was 
received with open arms by the Iranian 
Embassy and became the best friend of all 
successive Ambassadors. My only trouble 
was that I had to defend Iraq whenever 
there were differences between the two 
countries. There was no Iraqi Embassy in 
Sweden then. 

When the Shah came to Sweden for an 
official visit he asked me why I never re- 
turned to Iran. When I told him that my 
children can get better education here, he 
decided t o  send me a small boy that was 
born in the same hospital as the Crown 
Prince, almost the same minute. 

- Give him a Swedish education so that 
he can be a playmate to the Crown Prince. 

The boy came to Sweden and stayed 
with us at home-for fifteen years. Unfortu- 
nately when he was old enough to return at 
the age of eighteen, it was already the last 
days of the Shah and his regime. He left 
for the U.S. where he still lives. 

Side s tory:  lraq was represented by 
Camille (Kamel) Ghazala, a Christian 
Iraqi, who got  the honorary Consulate 
General as a sort of  compensation for his 
trouble once in Baghdad. He was Director 
of Agriculture and was returning one day 
from an inspection. That same day, in 
1928, Sir Alfred Mond was to visit Bagh- 
dad and a demonstration was arranged to 
stop him from entering the city. The Brit- 
ish Embassy tried to avoid an incident and 
diverted his car in the last minute. But the 
mole was still waiting for this Zionist, 
when a big ear, chauffeur driven arrived. 
They surrounded it and pulled out "Sir Al- 
fred" and started to beat and kick him 
before he could tell them that he was 
Camille Ghazala. Afterwards, he was so 
disgusted that he left Iraq and became the 
Consul General. 

In 1966 Hardan AI-Tikriti was ap- 
pointed First Ambassador to Sweden. 

Side story:  Hardan AI Tikriti joined 
the Iraqi Army in 1946 at the age of 21. In 
1963 he was a full general and chief of the 
Iraqi Air Force[ By the end of that year he 
became the Minister of Defence!! He was 
very ambitious and apparently he wanted 
to advance further. So the other generals 
plotted to stop him. They suggested that he 
lead a delegation of five generals to nego- 
tiate with President Nasser in Cairo. Few 
days after his arrival, when the negotiation 
was completed, he got a phone call from 
the President in Baghdad that he cannot re- 
turn unless he wants to go to prison. The 
five generals plotted against him and the 
alternative was that he accept an appoint- 
ment as Ambassador to Sweden. He told 
me afterwards that he was furious and left 
for Geneva. From there he tried to contact 
his friends in the Army, but to no avail. A 
couple of weeks afterwards, when his 
funds were exhausted, he accepted the 
Ambassadorship. 

In Stockholm we became good friends. 
I helped him to open the Embassy in one 
of my buildings and we used to meet a few 
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Sallm Dangoor with Dr Moshe Yegar, 
former Israel Ambassador to Sweden, now 

Ambassador  to Prague 

times a week. He kept telling me that he 
will not stay long as Ambassador and that 
he must return to Baghdad and take over 
the power again! When that happens, "I 
am going to take ]raq back ten years, to 
the time of the monarchy, which we 
thought was so bad and is now ten times 
worse!" I listened to his statements with a 
pinch of salt, little did I know that he 
would succeed one day. 

In Stockholm he met many Iraqi pilots. 
Later it became known that he plotted with 
two of them to bring down the President's 
plane! Everything went according to plan, 
but in the last minute just when the Presi- 
dent was going to fly somewhere, one of 
these two pilots fell on the feet of the 
President and exposed the plot. Immedi- 
ately the second pilot was shot and an 
urgent telegram was sent to the Embassy 
stating that the Ambassador had been con- 
demned to death and that he should leave 
the Chance fiery and Residence immedi- 
ately. 

By chance I was sitting with the Am- 
bassador that day when the Counsellor, 
Ibrahim Wall, pushed the door wide open 
and threw the telegram in front of the Am- 
bassador. This same Counsellor used to 
show the greatest respect and refused even 
to sit down in the presence of his boss, but 
now everything changed. 

"Ibrahim, I know, tomorrow morning I 
will leave." 

- "You are to leave now immediately 
and within an hour, from the Residence. 

- " B u t  it is four o'clock in the after- 
noon, where can 1 go with a wife and four 
small kids?" 

- "It is none of my business, and if  you 
do not leave I will call the police." 

When I tried to mediate, Ibrahim said 
that I should not intervene as this is a seri- 
ous political matter, and he left the room. 

I told the Ambassador that he can move 
to my summer house temporarily. But he 
said that he has no chance of repaying me 
for this noble gesture. I told him that we 
are friends after all, and this is the least I 
could do. He accepted humbly and stayed 
about two weeks and then left for London. 
(By the way, this Ibrahim Wall was re- 
called to Baghdad and became private 
secretary to President Are.P.). 

I did not hear from Hardan for many 
months. Apparently he wrote to the Presi- 
dent, apo[ogised for his ptot and promised 
to be a faithful citizen to serve the Presi- 
dent! He was believed and allowed to 
return to Baghdad where, you guessed, he 
made another couo d'etat. 

One day I got a phone call from Bagh- 

dad from the Ministry of Defence. To my 
surprise it was Hardan. "Salim, 1 am now 
the Vice President of Iraq, do you remem- 
ber what I used to tell you? I shall never 
forget your brotherly act to offer your 
house to someone condemned to death." 

Sometime afterwards it occurred to me 
that may be through Hardan I could help to 
improve the relations between lran and 
Iraq. After long negotiations Hardan 
agreed to visit Iran if  he gets an invitation 
from the Shah! Through my friends in Iran 
the matter was brought to the attention of 
the Shah and he liked the idea. But rather 
than send an invitation that could be re- 
fused, he sent his Foreign Minister to 
extend the invitation. Hardan left for Iran 
and was royally received. He was taken 
everywhere and shown the might of the 
Iranian Army and Air Force of the Shah. 
Then after a week he met the Shah. To the 
surprise of all, in a gesture of strength and 
greatness, the Shah accepted to solve all 
outstanding problems to the benefit of  
Iraq: the question of the Kurds, of shattel 
Arab, of the frontier, of  the waters, of  the 
holy places of Kerbala and Najaf. Few 
months afterwards, at a meeting of the 
heads of Islamic states in Algiers,  the 
President of Iraq walked towards the Shah 
and kissed him on both cheeks, much to 
the surprise of all present, including for- 
eign reporters. Nobody could imagine how 
this rapprochement started. The story of 
Hardan finished with murder. Once in Ku- 
wait, while coming out of his plane, he 
was gunned and killed. Nobody ever found 
the killer. 

Once when Iraq announced that they 
would hang a second batch of Jews, I was 
approached by Israel to intervene with 
"your friend the Vice President". 1 ar- 
ranged to write a nice letter and sent it to 
Baghdad with no less a messenger than the 
Mexican Ambassador in Stockholm. Mr 
Carlos Guiterrez, a mutual friend. There 
was a cry all over the world against this 
hanging, and I do not know how much my 
appeal helped, but the fact remains that the 
condemned Jews were never hanged. 

Side story: When I came to Sweden 
there was another Iraqi Jew l iv ing in 
Gothenburg, Dr Jack Wadham. He was a 
famous dentist in Baghdad appointed to 
the Palace as the chief royal dentist. He 
was married to a beautiful Swedish girl, 
but after sometime, for evident reasons, he 
decided to take her back to Sweden to save 
his marriage, in Sweden he could only get 
a job as an assistant dentist in a hospital, 
with a promise that after five years when 
he gets his Swedish nationality, he could 
have his own practice. After three years he 
got fed up and accepted a position as lec- 
turer in an American university. But he did 
not like it there and decided to return to 
his wife and daughter. To his shock he was 
told that now he has to stay a new period 
of five years to get Swedish nationality, as 
the first three years were cancelled after 
his departure. 

He was very depressed and one of his 
friends phoned me to say that Jack is going 
to commit  suicide, probably that same 
evening. I spoke to him on the phone for 
over one hour but he was adamant. I tried 
to contact the police, but they answered 
that they could do nothing until he really 
committed suicide! Which he did that 
same eveninge 



Sempo Sugihara 
From Clemens Nathan, 

Vice President Anglo-Jewish Association 
i enclose a short article on Sempo 

Sugihara and the Foundation established in 
his memory. I also enclose a short article 
written by Mr Ernest Salomon, leader of 
the Jewish Community in Tokyo, entitled 
Jewish Life in Tokyo which you may find 
of interest. 

Sempo Sug iha ra  
1900-1986 

In 1940, as World War II was about to 
break out in all fronts, Scmpo Sugihara, a 
career diplomat, was assigned to the Japa- 
nese Consulate in Lithuania. 

Arr iv ing in Kaunas with his wife 
Yukiko and their son Hiroki, Sempo 
Sugihara was expected to faithfully carry 
out his assigned role for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Japanese Imperial 
Government. 

What he saw in Lithuania was the 
plight of thousands of Polish-Jewish refu- 
gees. Sensing the fate that awaited the 
Jewish people under Nazi occupation, 
Sempo Sugihara ignored orders from To- 
kyo and issued transit visas, enabling them 
to seek asylum in the United States by way 
of Japan. 

Sempo Sugihara's disobedience caused 
him ~o be dismissed from his office, but 
not before he stamped some 6000 visas. 

Sempo Sugihara passed away on 31 
July 1986 aged 86. 

Sempo Sugihara never brought up the 
subject of  his Lithuanian experience, but 
when pressed for a comment, he would 
simply say "I did what any decent human 
being would have done." The Sempo 
Sugihara Memorial Foundation was estab- 
lished to further peace and harmony of the 
world by his widow and son. 

In a recent meeting in London, Sempo 
Sugihara's son Hiroki, at his request, met 
the Honorary Officers of the Anglo-Jewish 
Association at a specially arranged meet- 
ing to discuss how the "Sempo Sugihara 
Memorial Foundation" could be effective. 
He would very much like this memorial 
for his late father to be an example to oth- 
ers. 

On 18 January 1985 the Israeli Govern- 
ment honoured Mr Sempo Sugihara at the 
"Memorial for the Righteous Among Na- 
tions". 

Scribe: In 1940 the British Government 
protested to Tokyo at the activities of 
Sempo Sugihara in giving Japanese transit 
visas to Jews trying to flee from Europe, 
even though many of these had valid visas 
for various destinations and some even for 

Palestine. The British Foreign Office was 
unable to shed any light on this episode 
and so we wrote to the Japanese Ambassa- 
dor in London as follows: We recently 
heard on the radio an American professor 
stating that according to newly-discovered 
documents, the British Ambassador in To- 
kyo in 1940, protested to the Japanese 
Government for the help that the late Mr 
Sugihara gave to Jewish refugees trying to 
escape from Europe. The British Foreign 
Office have been unable to find any record 
of any such protest in that connection, 
which is perhaps not surprising. We are 
wondering if you can throw any light on 
this episodee 

Jewish life in Tokyo 
by Ernest Salomon, leader of the Jewish 

Community in Tokyo 
Tokyo, a city of about 12 million peo- 

ple has a Jewish population of about 1,000 
which means that the average Japanese 
never heard of a Jew, never met one and if 
he did, wouldn't know what it meant. De- 
spite this small minority, there is a Jewish 
community center in Tokyo, consisting or 
a modern 3 storey building in which one 
finds a synagogue with a resident Rabbi 
who lives on the premises, a Sunday 
school where we have presently about 40 
children enrolled, a strictly kosher restau- 
rant which has the reputation in Israel of  
being the being the best "east of  Jerusa- 
lem" a library, lounge and party rooms and 
a swimming pool. This self contained unit, 
the "JCC" has about 350 members, the rest 
are transients. Most of the members too 
are on 4 or 5 year contracts with American 
or European firms and are then 
retransferred home. Therefore our so- 
called community is rather transient and 
very international, American, European, 
Australian, Israeli and a few converted 
Japanese, mostly spouses of Jews. 

There is no active antisemitism in Ja- 
pan, there are no Arab residents except for 
Embassy personnel, and the Japanese, who 
are basically racist, mostly anti-Korean 
and black, are not known having ever 
physically attacked anybody. There are 
many so called anti-Jewish books on the 
shelves of bookstores but it is mostly non- 
sense: the Jews dominate the international 
press and banks as well as American poli- 
tics. These books are mostly written in a 
way as to admire the Jews for their influ- 
ence; the Japanese respect power. There is 
no hate and many naive Japanese try to 
find out how to imitate the Jews. We bad 
young men coming to the shabbat services 
to learn how to make money... In a nut- 
shell, the few Japanese who know about 
us, think that we are supermen. While this 
is not exactly healthy, it is far better than 
the old fashioned antisemitism in the rest 
of  the world. 

The Israeli Government is in the proc- 
ess of establishing a cultural center on the 
JCC premises to educate the Japanese 
about Judaism in all its aspects with the 
hope that eventually some true knowledge 
will  trickle down into the population. 
Many books in Japanese exist already ex- 
plaining Judaism but the other books 
describing Jews as supermen and written 
like thrillers are so much more entertaining 
and easier to read. Our history in Japan 
dates from the 17th century when Jews 

were part of  the Dutch and Portuguese, 
who were the only foreigners permitted to 
live on an island off Nagasaki. The foreign 
cemetery of Nagasaki has a Jewish section 
of about 40 graves, the last one died in 
1922. It is well kept up by the city of Na- 
gasaki. Our first synagogue was also in 
Nagasaki from 1894 to 1914; now we have 
one synagogue in Kobe but without a 
Rabbi and the one in Tokyo mentioned 
above. Both are orthodox Ashkenazi. Any 
traveller from the UK to Japan is always 
welcome at our center and should, upon 
arrival, telephone 3400-2559 and ask for 
Rabbi James LebeasonO 

I thought you might publish an article I 
have written for our local synagogue in 
The Scribe. 

I love getting your publication. Thank 
you so much. 

San Francisco Rachel Wahba, 
MSW, LCSW 

My life in Japan 
by Rachel ~'ahba..San Francisco 

I remember Rush Hashanah in Kobe, 
Japan where I lived from age 4 to 18. The 
dominant culture of Kobe's Jewish com- 
munity was Sephardi, primarily a 
synchronistie blend of Sephardim from 
Iraq, Syria, and Egypt. 

In the synagogue we felt the energy of 
the men up front, swaying and praying ec- 
statically in Hebrew with Judeo Arabic and 
Yiddish influences, and some (very few), 
of  the women following along. Most of our 
mothers and grandmothers chatted freely 
(and not so quietly) with each other, shar- 
ing news and making plans for gatherings 
and upcoming events. The children were 
always very busy making noise outside, 
playing joyfully in the courtyard of the 
synagogue. Every once in a while, but not 
too often, one of the men would put on a 
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The New English Bible 

The Apocrypha 
T h e  Books  o f  the  A p o c r y p h a  are Jew-  

i s h  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  co v e r  the  pe r iod  o f  the  
Second  Tem p Ie ,  T h e y  were  no t  cons ide r ed  
i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  to be  i n c l u d e d  in  the  
canon  Of t h e  J e w i s h  Scr ip tures .  

S o m e  C h r i s t i a n  ch u rches ,  h o w e v e r ,  re- 
• ga rd  the  A p o c r y p h a  as par t  o f  the  Bib le ,  

a p p e a r i n g  b e t w e e n  the  " O l d  T e s t a m e n t "  
and  the  " N e w  T e s t a m e n t " .  

F r o m  1 E S D R A S  (Ezra)  
King Josiah's Passover 

J os i ah  kept  the  Passover  a t  J e r u s a l e m  in  
h o m m r  o f  h i s  Lo rd  and  sac r i f i ced  the  
Passover  v i c t im s  on the  fou r t een th  day  of  
Nisan. Th e  priests,  du ly  robed i n  t he i r  vest- 
ments ,  he s t a t i o n ed  i n  the  t e m p l e  o f  the 
Lord accord ing  to the  o rder  o f  dai ly  serv- 
ice. He co m m an d ed  the Levites,  who served 
the  t emple  i n  Israel ,  to p u r i f y  themse lves  
for  the  Lord ,  in  o rder  to place the holy Ark  
of  the  Lord  i n  the house  which  was bu i l t  by 
K i n g  Solomon.  'Mak e  yourse lves  ready  
now, to do service  to the  Lord  y m t r  God 
and  to m i n i s t e r  to his  people Is rae l  i n  the  
m a n n e r  prescr ibed by King  David  and  pro- 
v ided t a r  so m a g n i f i c e n t l y  by h i s  son  
Solomon.  Observe  the  Passover  a cco rd ing  
to Ihc o rd in an ces  o f  the  Lo rd  wh ich  was  
g iven  to Moses. '  

To those who were present  Jos iah  made  
a g i f t  of  t h i r t y  l h o u san d  Iambs and  kids and  
three  thousand  calves. These he  gave f rom 
the  roya l  estates i n  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  his  promise  
to the  people and  to the priests  and  Levites. 

Th i s  was the procedure.  The  priests  and  
the Levltes,  b ea r i n g  the  un leavened  bread, 
stood in  oi l  t h e i r  sp lendour  be iore  the peo- 
ple, in  the  o rder  o f  t h e i r  c laus  and  famil ies ,  
to make  o f f e r i n g s  Io t h e  Lo rd  as is l a i d  
down in  the  book o f  Moses. Th i s  took place 
in  rite morn in g .  They  roasted the  Passover 
v ie thns  aver  the f i re  i n  the prescr ibed way 
and  boiled the sacrif ices i n  the  vessels and  
cau ld rons ,  an d  a p l easan t  sme l l  wen l  up;  
t hen  they  c a r r i e d  p o r t i ons  round  to the  
whole  a s s em b ly .  Af t e r  th i s  they  made  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  b o th  for  themse lves  and  for  
t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  t h e  pr ies t s ,  the  sons o f  
Aaron.  Th e  pr ies ts  went  on o f fe r ing  the  fat  
u n t i l  n i gh t f a l l ,  whi le  the Levi tes  made  the 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  b o th  for  t hemse lves  and  for 
t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  the  pr ies ts .  The  sons of  
Asaph,  the  t e m p l e  s inge r s ,  w i th  Asaph,  
Zachar ias ,  an d  Edd inous  o f  the  royal  court ,  
and  the  door-keepers  at each ga teway re- 
m a i n e d  a t  t h e i r  s t a t i o n  accord ing  to the  
o rd inances  o f  David.  

Such  a Passover  had  not  been kept i n  Is- 
rae l  s ince the  lbne  o f  the  p rophe t  Samuel .  I t  
was i n  the e igh teen th  year  o f  Jos i ah ' s  r e ign  
t ha t  th i s  Passover  was celebrated.  

Al l  t h a t  Jos iah  did he did r i gh t l y  and  i n  
whnie-hear ted  devotion to his  Lord.  But  pi- 
ety did not  save Josiah.  

Af te r  a l l  these doings o f  Jos i ah ' s  it  hap- 
pened  t h a t  P h a r a o h  k ing  o f  E g y p t  was 
a d v a n c i n g  to  a t t a ck  C a r c h c m i s h  on the  

. Euphra t e s ,  an d  Jos iah  took the f ield aga ins t  
h im.  The  k in g  o f  Eg y p t  sent b h n  th i s  mes- 
sage: ' W h a t  is y o u r  business  w i th  me, k ing  
o f  J u d a h ?  I t  i s  no t  a g a i n s t  yon  t h a t  t he  
Lord  God has  sen t  me to f igh t ;  my  cam.  
pa ign  is on the  Euphra tes .  The  Lo rd  is w i th  
me, the  Lord,  I say, is w i th  me, d r i v ing  me 
on. Wi thd raw ,  and  do n a t  oppose the  Lord . '  
Jos iah  did not  t u r n  h is  cha r io t  b u t  went  for- 
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wa rd  to the  attack. He d is regarded  what  the 
Lo rd  had  said t h r o u g h  the  prophet  J e r e m i a h  
and  jo ined  the  bat t le  w i th  P h a r a o h  i n  Ihe 
p l a in  of  Megiddo. Pha raoh ' s  captains swepl 
down upon  King  Josiah.  The  k ing  said to his  
servants ,  'Take me  out  o f  the  battle,  Ibr I a m  
badly  hu r t . '  At once h is  servants  took h i m  
out  of  the l ine a nd  l i f ted h i m  in to  his  second 
char iot .  He was b rough t  back to Je rusa l em,  
and  the re  he died and  was bur ied  i n  h is  an .  
ces t ra l  tomb. 

Why, O Why? 

F R O M  2 E S D R A S  
The mystery of human destiny 

I n  the  t h i r t i e t h  year  a l t e r  the fa l l  of  Je- 
rusa lem,  I, Ezra ,  was i n  Babylon.  As l lay on 
my  bed I was t roubled;  my m i n d  was f i l led  
wi th  perplexi ty,  as I considered the desola- 
t ion  o f  Z ion  and  the  prosper i ty  o f  those who 
l ived i n  Babylon. My sp i r i t  was deeply dis- 
tu rbed .  1 said to myself :  'Perhaps  those in  
Babylon  lead .better lives, a nd  t ha t  is why 
they imve conquered  Zion. '  But  when  I ar- 
r i ved  here,  1 saw more  wickedness t h a n  I 
could reckon,  a nd  these t h i r t y  years  I have 
seen m a n y  evil-doers wi th  my own eyes. My 
hea r t  sank,  because I saw how yon,  Lord,  
tolerate  s inner s  and  spare  the. godless; how 
you have  des t royed y o u r  own people, bu t  
protected you r  enemies.  You lmve g iven  no 
h i n t  whatever  to anyone how to unde r s t and  
you r  ways. i s  Babylon  ma re  v i r t uous  t h a n  
Z ion?  Has  any  na t i on  except  I s r a e l  ever  
k n o w n  You? W h a t  t r ibes  have  pu t  t h e i r  
t r u s t  i n  y o u r  covenants  as the  t r ibes  o f  
Jacob have? Bu t  the)' have seen no reward,  
no f r u i t  for  t he i r  pains.  1 have t ravel led up  
and  down a mong  the  nat ions ,  a nd  have seen 
how they prosper ,  heedless though  they are 
o f  ) 'our  commandmen t s .  So weigh ou r  s ins  
i n  the balance aga ins t  the  sins o f  the res t  o f  
the  wor ld ;  and  i t  wi l l  be clear  w h l c h w a y  the 
scale tips. 

The  ange l  who was sen t  to nle,  whose 
tmme  was Uric l ,  r e p l i e d :  'How c a n  y o u r  
sma l l  capacity comprehend the ways o f  the  
Most H igh? '  W he n  I heard  that ,  I fell  pros- 
t ra te  and  excla imed:  'Bet te r  never  to have  
crone in to  exis tence  t h a n  be bo rn  in to  a 
world  of  wickedness a nd  su f fe r ing  which  we. 
cannot  expla in! '  

He answered ,  ' I f  you  su rv ive ,  you  wi l l  
see; i [  you live long enough,  yon wi l l  mar -  
vel . '  

The Scribe ~'eplies to Ez ra  T h e  Scr ibe :  
T h e  s in  for  w h i c h  f i r s t  the  K i n g d o m  o f  

Is rae l  and  la ter  the  K i n g d o m  o f  Juda h  were  
p u n i s h e d  a nd  d r i v e n  i n t o  e x i l e  w e re  
m a i n l y  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s t r a t e g i c ,  A s  s u c h  
t hey  were  no t  in  the d o m a i n  o f  H e a ve n  bu t  
were  en t i r e l y  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  me n .  

Q u i t e  s i m p l y ,  y o u  c a n n o t  j u m p  i n t o  
deep wa t e r  and  e xpe c t  G od  to save you  
f r o m  d r o w n i n g ,  no m a t t e r  h o w  r i g h t e o u s  
y o u  m a y  be. 

Pa l e s t i ne  is a t  the  crossroads  o f  th ree  
c o n t i n e n t s  and  ve ry  o f t e n  found  i t s e l f  on 
the  rou te  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  powers  o f  the re- 
g ion .  

J e r e m i a h  was  a k ind  o f  R a s p u t i n  w ho  
put  h i s  nose  in  a l l  a f f a i r s  o f  state,  and  in  
the n a m e  o f  G od  ga ve  adv ice  on po l i t i c a l  
and  m i l i t a r y  mat te rs ,  He w a s  g r e a t l y  to  
b l a m e  fo r  the  d i sas te rs  w h i c h  be f e l l  J u d a h  
and  the  J e w i s h  peop le  d u r i n g  h i s  m i n i s t r y .  

Moreover ,  the  Jews  were  su r rounde d  by 
hos t i l e  popu la t ions .  J e w i s h  leaders  took no  
s teps  e i t h e r  to n e u t r a l i s e  t h e m  or  to pa c i fy  
t h e m .  T h e y  b e l p e d  f o r e i g n  a r m i e s  t h a t  
c ame  to a t tack  Israel ,  

T h e  T o r a h  was  no t  s i l e n t  on these  mat -  

ters  and  c r d a i n e d  t he  I s r ae l i t e s  to  keep  the  
a l i e n  n e i g h b o u r s  a t  a r m s  l e n g t h .  
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Heroes of Israel's past 

Let as now praise famous  men,  
the  heroes o f  ou r  na t i on ' s  i f is tory,  
t h r o u g h  w hom the Lo rd  es tabl ished h is  
r enown,  
and  revealed h is  majesty  in  each succeeding  
age. 
Some held sway over  k ingdoms  
and  made  themselves  a na me  by t he i r  
exploits .  
Others  were sage counsel lors ,  
who spoke out  w i th  prophe t ic  power. 

Same led the people by t he i r  counsels  
and  by t he i r  knowledge o f  the  na t i on ' s  law;  
out  o f  t he i r  fond  o f  wisdom they  gave 
in s t ruc t ion .  
Some were composers o f  mus i c  or  wr i te rs  o f  
poe l ry .  
Others  were endowed wi th  weal th  and  
s t r e ng th ,  
l iv ing  peaceful ly i n  t he i r  homes.  
All  these won fame i n  t he i r  own gene ra t i on  
and  were the p r ide  o f  t he i r  t imes.  
Some there  are who have lef t  a n a m e  beh ind  
t h e m  to be commemora ted  i n  story.  
a m "  forefa thers  were m e n  o f  loyal ty,  
whose good deeds have never  been 
forgo t ten .  
T h e i r  prosper i ty  is handed  on to our  
descendants ,  
and  the i r  i nhe r i t ance  to f u tu r e  genera t ions .  
T h a n k s  to t he m the i r  c h i l d r e n  are  w i t h i n  
the  covenants  - 
the  whole race o f  the i r  descendants.  
q 'heir  l lne  wil l  endure  for a l l  l ime ,  
and  the i r  fame wi l l  never  be blotted out.  
T H E I R  BODIES A RE BURIED IN PEACE,  
BUT T H E I R  NAMES LIV E FOR E V E R  
MO RE.  

FROM THE 
BOOK OF BARUCH 

Message to a Conquered People 

Thi s  is the book o f  Baruch ,  J e r e m i a h ' s  
scribe, wr i t t en  i n  Bahylon ,  i n  t i le  f i f t h  year  
a f t e r  the  Chaldeans  had  captured  and  b u r n t  
J e r u s a l e m .  

Ba ruc h  read the book a loud  to Jeconiah ,  
King  o f  J u d a h ,  a nd  to a l l  the  people wlao 
had  assembled  to he a r  i t :  t h e  nobles ,  t he  
pr inces  o f  the  roya l  blood, the  e lders ,  and  
Ihe whole  c o m m u n i t y ,  h i g h  a n d  low . i n  
short ,  a l l  who l ived i n  Babylon.  T h e n  they  
prayed to the  Lord  wi th  tears  and  fas t ing ;  
and  each o f  t he m .collected as m u c h  money  
as he could,  and  t h e y  sen t  i t  to J e rusa l em.  

They  sa id:  Vee are  send ing  you money  to  
buy  wha le -o f f e r ings ,  s i n - o f f e r i n g s  and  in-  
cense; p rov ide  a g r a i n - o f f e r i n g ,  and  o f f e r  
t h e m  a l l  u p o n  the  a l t a r  o f  the  Lo rd  am" 
God; and  pray  fo r  Nebuchadnezza r  K ing  o f  
Babylon ,  a nd  for  h is  son B e l s h a z z a r ,  t ha t  
t he i r  l i fe  on e a r t h  ma y  las t  as long  as the  
heavens.  So the Lo rd  wi l l  g ive us  s t rength ,  
and  l i gh t  to walk by, a nd  we sha l l  l ive  unde r  • 
the  p ro tee f iou  o f  N e buc ha dnezza r  K ing  of  
Babylon,  and  o f  Be l shazza r  h is  son; we s lml l  
g ive  t h e m  long  serv ice  and  ga in  t he i r  fa- 
vour .  Pray  also for  us  to  the Lord ou r  God, 
because we have s inned •against  h im ,  and  to 
th i s  day the  Lo rd ' s  a nge r  and  w r a t h  have  
nol  been aver ted f ron t  us. 

So tiae Lord  made  good the  w a r n i n g  he 
had  g iven  to us, to ou r  mag i s t r a t e s  in  i s rae l ,  
o a r  k ings  a nd  ou r  ru le r s ,  a nd  the  m e n  o f  
Israel  and  Juda h .  

And now, Lord God of  Israel ,  who d ids t  
b r i ng  thy people out  of  Egyp t  w i th  a m i g h t y  



h a n d ,  w i t h  s igns a n d  po r t en t s ,  w i t h  g r e a t  
p o w e r  a n d  a r m  upl i f ted,  w i n n i n g  for  thyse l f  
a r e n o w n  t h a t  lives on  to th is  d a y :  Be a n g r y  
w i t h  us  no  longer ,  for  we  a r e  left a mere  
h a n d f u l  a m o n g  the  h e a t h e n  w h e r e  t h o u  has t  
sca t tered  us.  Lis ten,  O L o r d ,  to  o u r  p r a y e r  
a n d  o u r  e n t r e a t y ,  d e l i v e r  us  for  thy  o w n  
sake ,  a n d  g r a n t  us  f a v o u r  w i t h  those w h o  
h a v e  t a k e n  us  into exile, so t h a t  the  whole  
e a r t h  m a y  k n o w  t h a t  t h o u  a r t  t he  L o r d  o u r  
G o d ,  w h o  has t  n a m e d  Is rae l  a n d  his poster-  
ity as  thy  o w n .  

T h o u  has t  v e n t e d  u p o n  us  t h a t  w r a t h  a n d  
a n g e r  o f  w h i c h  t h o u  d ids t  w a r n  us  t h r o u g h  
thy se rvan t s  the  p rophe t s  w h o  sa id :  ' T h e s e  
a re  the  w o r d s  o f  the  L o r d :  Bow thy shoul-  
de r s  a n d  serve  the  K i n g  o f  B a b y l o n  a n d  y o u  
shal l  r e m a i n  in the  l a n d  t h a t  I g a v e  to y o u r  
fa thers ;  b u t  if y o u  do  no t  l isten to the  L o r d  
a n d  serve  the  K i n g  o f  Baby lon ,  t h e n  I will 
b a n i s h  f r o m  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  the  ci t ies o f  
J u d a h  all  sounds  o f  joy  a n d  m e r r i m e n t ,  the  
voice o f  b r i d e  a n d  b r i d e g r o o m ;  the  whole  
l a n d  shal l  lie w a s t e  a n d  u n i n h a b i t e d . '  B u t  
we  d id  no t  obey thy  c o m m a n d  to serve  the  
King  o f  Baby lon .  

O L o r d  A lmigh ty ,  G o d  o f  Israel ,  the  soul  
in  a n g u i s h  a n d  the  fa in t ing  sp i r i t  c ry  o u t  to 
thee.  Lis ten,  L o r d ,  a n d  h a v e  mercy ,  for we  
h a v e  s i n n e d  a g a i n s t  thee .  T h o u  a r t  en -  
t h r o n e d  for e v e r ;  we  a r e  for e v e r  pa s s ing  
a w a y .  Now,  A lmigh ty  L o r d ,  G o d  o f  Israel ,  
h e a r  the  p r a y e r  o f  I s rae l ' s  d e a d  a n d  o f  the  
sons of  those w h o  s inned  aga ins t  thee. T h e y  
d id  no t  heed the  voice o f  the i r  G o d ,  a n d  so 
we a re  in  the  g r i p  o f  adver s i ty .  Do  not  recall  
the  misdeeds  o f  o u r  fa thers ,  b u t  r e m e m b e r  
now thy  p o w e r  a n d  thy  n a m e ,  for  t h o u  a r t  
t he  L o r d  o u r  G o d ,  a n d  we  will p ra ise  thee,  
O L o r d .  I t  is for this  t h a t  t h o u  has t  p u t  the  
f ea r  o f  thee  in o u r  hea r t s ,  to m a k e  us  call 
u p o n  thy  n a m e .  A n d  we  wil l  p ra ise  thee  in  
o u r  exile, for we  h a v e  p u t  a w a y  f rom us  all  
t he  w r o n g d o i n g  o f  o u r  f a the r s  w h o  s i n n e d  
aga in s t  thee .  T o d a y  we  a r e  in  exile;  t h o u  
has t  sca t te red  us a n d  m a d e  us  a b y w o r d  a n d  
a curse ,  to be  p u n i s h e d  for a l l  the  sins o f  o u r  
fa thers ,  w h o  rebel led ag a in s t  the  L o r d  o u r  
God .  

Lis ten,  I s rae l ,  to the  c o m m a n d m e n t s  o f  
life; h e a r ,  a n d  l e a r n  wisdom.  W h y  is it, Is-  
rae l ,  t h a t  you  a r e  tn  y o u r  enemies '  coun t ry ,  
t h a t  you  h a v e  g r o w n  o ld  in  a n  a l ien  l a n d ?  I t  
is because  you  h a v e  fo r saken  the  foun ta in  o f  
wisdom.  I f  y o u  h a d  w a l k e d  in the  w a y  o f  
God ,  you  w o u l d  h a v e  l ived in peace  for ever .  

F R O M  2 M A C C A B E E S  
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  J e w s  i n  E g y p t  

W r i t t e n  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 8  ( 1 2 4 B C E )  

T o  the i r  J e w i s h  k i n s m e n  in E g y p t ,  t he  
Jews  w h o  a re  in  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  those in  the  
coun t ry  o f  J u d e a  send  b ro the r ly  greet ing.  

M a y  G o d  give y o u  peace  a n d  prosper i ty  
a n d  r e m e m b e r  his covenan t  w i t h  A b r a h a m ,  
I saac ,  a n d  J a c o b ,  his fai thful  se rvan t s .  M a y  
he give to y o u  all  a will to wor sh ip  h im,  to 
fulfil h is  p u r p o s e s  eager ly  w i t h  h e a r t  a n d  
soul. M a y  he  give y o u  a m i n d  open  to his 
l a w  a n d  precepts .  M a y  he  m a k e  peace  a n d  
a n s w e r  y o u r  p r aye r s ,  a n d  be  reconci led to 
you  a n d  n o t  fo r sake  y o u  in  a n  evil  h o u r .  
Here  a n d  n o w  we  a re  p r a y i n g  for you .  

W e  a r e  a b o u t  to ce lebra te  the  pur i f ica-  
t ion  o f  the  t emple  on  the  t w e n t y - f i f t h  o f  
Kislev,  a n d  t h i n k  it r igh t  to In fo rm you,  so 
t h a t  you  also for y o u r  p a r t  m a y  celebrate  a 
Feas t  o f  Tabe rnac l e s ,  in  h o n o u r  o f  the  fire 
w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  w h e n  N e h e m i a h  of fe red  
sacrifices, a f t e r  he  h a d  bui l t  the  temple  a n d  
the  a l t a r .  W h e n  o u r  fa thers  were  ca r r i ed  off 
to Pers ia ,  the  p ious  priests  o f  those d a y s  se- 
cretly took fire f r o m  the  a l t a r  a n d  concealed 
it in  a d r y  well. I t  p r o v e d  a safe h id ing-p lace  
a n d  r e m a i n e d  u n d i s c o v e r e d ,  A f t e r  m a n y  

dP L 

1932 - F i n i s h i n g  C l a s s  a t  t he  A l l i ance  Schoo l ,  B a g h d a d .  
Left to r ight,  sitting: Joseph Dav id ;  Reuben Bekhor;  Salim Sopher ;  M r  Bogod the English teacher;  Naji  
Pasha;  H e s k d  Salim; David  Aboudi .  
Standing:  Isaac Dabby;  Shimeon Hayim;  Niazi Hay im (Niazl Shamoon) ;  Joseph Saleh; K a r i m  Dennoas;  
Nalm Shamash ;  Joseph DabooIO 

Niazi once wrote a n  essay in Arabic,  prais ing the Prophet  Mohammed,  which pleased his Moslem 
teacher no end. A few days  later the school was  visited by the Ministry. of  Educat ion,  the  Governor  
of  Baghdad  a n d  the Chief  of  Police, ask ing  for Niazi. 
T h e  Director of  the school, M r  Sasson, was  a l a rmed  a n d  asked Nfazi tf he  h a d  done anyth ing  wrong.  
B a t  when the dignitaries entered the elassroorn, they kissed Niazi on both  cheeks a n d  complimented 
him on his essay, saying that  a Moslem boy couldn ' t  have  written better! 
In  a separate  incident in a different school, the Chris t ian history teacher asked his class to n a m e  the 
greatest personality in history, offering a valuable  prize for the r ight  answer .  Var ious  answers  were 
given, but  a Jewish boy said it was  Jesus. After  giving him the prize, the  teacher asked him to 
explain why  he  h a d  m a d e  his choice. The  boy replied tha t  in fact Moses was  the man ,  but  hasiness is 
business! 

y e a r s  h a d  pa s sed ,  in  G o d ' s  good  t ime,  
N e h e m i a h  w a s  sent  b a c k  by  the  k i n g  of  Per-  
s ia .  He  t h e n  d i s p a t c h e d  the  descendan t s  o f  
the  priests  w h o  h a d  h i d d e n  it to get  the  fire, 
a n d  t h e y  i n f o r m e d  o u r  peop le  t h a t  t h e y  
found ,  no t  fire,  b u t  a th i ck  l iquid .  Nehemiah  
o r d e r e d  t h e m  to d r a w  some ou t  a n d  b r i n g  it 
to  h im.  W h e n  the  ma te r i a l  o f  the  sacrifice 
h a d  been  presen ted ,  he  o rde r ed  the  priests  
in  sp r ink le  the  l iqu id  o v e r  the  wood  a n d  the  
th ings  la id  u p o n  it, a n d  this  w a s  done .  Some  
t ime  passed;  t h e n  the  sun ,  w h i c h  ear l ier  h a d  
been  h i d d e n  by  c louds ,  shone  ou t  a n d  the  
a l t a r  b u r s t  into a g rea t  b laze ,  so t h a t  every-  
one marve l l ed .  As the  sacrifice w a s  b u r n i n g ,  
the  priests  offered p r aye r ,  they a n d  all  those  
p resen t .  

T h e  s e c r e t  w a s  p e t r o l e u m  
T h e  K i n g  o f  Pers ia  w a s  told t h a t ,  in  the  

p lace  where  the  priests  w h o  were  depor ted  
h a d  h i d d e n  the fire, a l iqu id  h a d  a p p e a r e d ,  
a n d  t h a t  N e h e m i a h  a n d  his compan ions  h a d  
used  it to b u r n  u p  the  mater ia l s  o f  the  sacri-  
fice. W h e n  he  h a d  verif ied the  fact,  the  K i n g  
enclosed the  site a n d  m a d e  it s ac red .  T h e  
cus tod ians  he  a p p o i n t e d  received a s h a r e  o f  
the  v e r y  subs t an t i a l  r evenue  t h a t  the  K i n g  
de r ived  f rom it. N e h e m i a h  a n d  his  compan -  
ions  ca l led  the  l i q u i d  ' n e p h t h a r ' ,  w h i c h  
m e a n s  'pur i f i ca t ion ' ;  bu t  most  people  cal l  it 
' n a p h t h a ' .  I t  w a s  the  p rophe t  J e r e m i a h  w h o  
h a d  o rde r ed  the  exiles to h ide  the fire. 

T h e  p rophe t  J e r e m i a h  h a d  g iven  o rde r s  
t h a t  the  T e n t  o f  Meet ing  a n d  the  a r k  shou ld  
go w i t h  h i m .  T h e n  he  w e n t  a w a y  to the  
m o u n t a i n  f rom the  top  o f  w h i c h  Moses s a w  
G o d ' s  p romised  l a n d .  W h e n  he  r eached  the  
m o u n t a i n ,  J e r e m i a h  found  a cave-dwel l ing ;  
he  ca r r i ed  the  ten t ,  the  a r k ,  a n d  the  incense- 
a l t a r  into it, t h e n  b locked  u p  the  en t rance .  
Some  o f  his compan ions  c a m e  to m a r k  ou t  
the  w a y ,  b u t  were  u n a b l e  to f ind it. 

I t  w a s  also re la ted  t h a t  Solomon,  h a v i n g  
the  gif t  o f  w i sdom,  of fe red  the  ded i ca t i on  
sacr i f ice  a t  the comple t ion  o f  the  t emp le ;  
a n d  tha t ,  j u s t  as  Moses p r a y e d  to the  L o r d  
a n d  fire c a m e  d o w n  f rom h e a v e n  a n d  b u r n t  
u p  the  sacr i f ic ia l  of fer ings ,  so So lomon  
p r a y e d  a n d  the  fire c a m e  d o w n  a n d  con-  

s u m e d  the  whole .o f fe r ings .  So lomon  cel- 
eb r a t ed  the  feast  for eight  days .  

These  same  facts a r e  set o u t  in  the  official 
r ecords  a n d  in the  memoi r s  o f  N e h e m i a h .  
J u s t  as  N e h e m i a h  collected the  chronicles  o f  
the  k ings ,  the  wr i t ings  o f  p rophe t s ,  the  works  
o f  D a v i d ,  a n d  royal  let ters  a b o u t  sac red  of- 
fer ings,  to found  his  l ib ra ry ,  so J u d a s  also 
h a s  collected a l l  the  books  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
scat tered  as  a resul t  o f  o u r  recent  conflict.  
These  a re  in  o u r  possession, a n d  i f  you  need 
a n y  o f  t h e m ,  send  messages  for them.  

As,  then ,  we  a re  a b o u t  to  ce lebra te  the  
pur i f ica t ion  o f  the  temple ,  we  a r e  wr i t ing  to 
impre s s  u p o n  y o u  the  d u t y  o f  c e l e b r a t i n g  
this  festival. G o d  h a s  s a v e d  his  whole  people  
a n d  g r a n t e d  to all  o f  us  the  holy l a n d ,  the  
k ingsh ip ,  the  pr ies thood,  a n d  the  consecra-  
t ion,  as  he p romised  by  the  l aw;  a n d  in h i m  
we  h a v e  conf idence  t h a t  he  wil l  soon he 
merc i fu l  to us  a n d  g a t h e r  us  f r o m  e v e r y  
p a r t  o f  the  w o r l d  to the  holy  temple .  F o r  he  
h a s  de l ivered  us  f r o m  grea t  evils a n d  pur i -  
fied the  temple .  

I n  a l l  t he  d i p l o m a t i c  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
m e n t i o n e d  in the  A p o c r y p h a ,  l no te  t h a t  
the  J e w s  a l w a y s  w r o t e ,  for  e x a m p l e ,  " T o  
the  p e o p l e  o f  R o m e ,  to  the  p e o p l e  o f  
J u d e a . "  

A s  one  A r a b i c  r a d i o  c o m m e n t a t o r  h a s  
r ecen t l y  p u t  it, " W h e n e v e r  w e  sha l l  l ea rn  
to s a y ,  ' y o u  a n d  I ' ,  i n s t e a d  o f  ' I  a n d  y o u ' ,  
t h e n  w e  c a n  s a y  w e  b e c a m e  c i v i l i s e d . "  In 
the  J e w i s h  t r a d i t i o n  the  o r d e r  o f  p r e c -  
e d e n c e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  T h e y ,  Y o u ,  W e .  

A n e w  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  the  B ib le  
r ecen t l y  a p p e a r e d  in A m e r i c a  t h a t  h a s  re- 
m o v e d  a l l  a n t i - J e w i s h  r e m a r k s  f r o m  the  
N e w  T e s t a m e n t ,  d o e s  n o t  re fer  to  G o d  as  
H e ,  a n d  does  n o t  g i v e  p r e c e d e n c e  to the  
r i g h t  h a n d  o v e r  the  left  h a n d .  

J e w s  for  J e s u s  s h o u l d  b e  t rue  to the i r  
n a m e  b y  w r i t i n g  for  t h e m s e l v e s  the i r  o w n  
g o s p e l  as  d i s t i nc t  f r o m  the  Gen t i l e  gospe l s .  
T h e y  c o u l d  t h e n  res tore  a m i s s i n g  l ink  be -  
t w e e n  J e w s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s O  
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Visions of  a 
Middle East 
Federation 

by Nalm Dangoor 

The return of the Jews is the greatest 
thing that has happened to the Middle East 
in a thousand y e a r s -  if only the Arabs 
knew! 

Ever since tbe establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948 in the face of fierce 
armed opposition, Israeli and Jewish lead- 
ers yearned for peace in the region. But 
peace was elusive, Again and again the 
neighbouring Arab countries sought to de- 
stroy Israel and were not deterred by their 
failure to do so; they believed time was on 
their side, 

But all that time, I was one of those 
who believed peace was not enough. After 
the mass emigration of one million Jews 
from Arab countries in the early 1950's 
and noting the important role they played 
in all these countries long before the Arabs 
appeared on the scene, I was convinced 
that Jews must continue to have a role in 
the affairs of the whole region, and chal- 
lenged the gradual Arabisation of the 
region, and the Arabs' exclusive attempt to 
create an empire extending from the Gulf 
to the Atlantic. 

Thus I prepared leaflets for distribution 
in anti-Israel rallies, stating that Arab im- 
perialism and not Zionism is the root of tbe 
trouble in the Middle East. 

When the Arabs inserted full-page ad- 
vertisements in the London Times, one day 
in English, then in Arabic, Hebrew, 
French, German, Greek, etc. which stated: 
WANTED: A Balfour to establish a na- 
tional home for the Arabs in Palestine. 

I refuted by inserting the following re- 
ply: Balfour? First wait 2000 years if you 
can, and while you are waiting, abstain 
from terrorism but pray every day for Jeru- 
salem. If I forget thee O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her art. 

Suffer persecution and humiliation but 
do not lose faith in the Almighty. Remem- 
ber O Lord the children of Edom in the day 
of Jerusalem when they said, Raze it, raze 
it, even to the foundation thereol\ 

And it shall come to pass in the last 
days that the mountain of the Lord's House 
shall be established above the hills and na- 
tions shall flock unto it. Come, let us build 
Jerusalem together, and let the Kingdom of 
God be established. 

At the first conference of the World Or- 
ganisation of Jews from Arab Countries, 
held in Paris in Novc]nbcr 1975, I managed 
to pass a resolution that the Jews of Arab 
countries have a right to a share in the 
'wcaIth of the region. But the mainly 
Ashkenazi israeli establishment consist- 
ently refused to play the card of Jews of 
Arab lands. At a meeting of WOJAC lead- 
ers arranged by M.K. Mordeehai Ben Porat 
with Prime Minister Rabln twenty years 
ago, I suggested that Israel should make 
use of the rights in the region of Jews from 

Arab countries. Mr Rabin's angry reply 
was, "Are you saying that Ashkenazim 
have no rights in the region?" 

Following the Six Day War, Israeli For- 
eign Minister Abba Eban spoke at a 
meeting of the Council of Europe in Stras- 
bourg regarding Israel's future relations 
with her neighbours. He said: 

% suggested that Israel and her immedi- 
ate neighbours should explore the 
European community idea as a precedent 
for their own relationsbips, 

"It is .true that the individual nation- 
state is not a viable economic or security 
unit, But it is still the only real focus of 
national pride and social allegiance. The 
nation-state as an institution is not in de- 
cline. It is proliferating. Nations are not 
willing to renounce their flags or to forget 
their histories. The world is fragmenting 
and integrating at one and the same time, 

"The ultimate guarantee of a peace 
agreement lies in the creation of common 
regional interests in such entanglement of 
mutual advantage and accessibility as to 
put future wars beyond rational contin- 
gency, 

"The trouble with 'confederation', how- 
ever, is that it implies a lack of 
sovereignty among the constituent parts. 
Switzerland and Canada are confedera- 
tions, but the Swiss units arc only 
'cantons' and the Canadian units are only 
'provinces'. The 12 members of the EC are 
the only states to have created a structure 
in which individual sovereignty and re- 
gional integration are in correct balance." 

The current peace negotiations are be- 
ing conducted on exploring co-operation in 
tourism, trade and water rights. 

I believe that such an arrangement, llm- 
ited both in scope and territory, cannot be 
in the long-term interests of Israel. I be- 
lieve that the long term objective must be 
a .full-fledged federation having one army, 
one strategy and one economic programme 
covering the whole Arabian Peninsula, 

900 years after the Exile the Rabbis 
who compiled the Talmud, living in the 
comfort and security of the Babylonian Di- 
aspora, wondered why the Almighty, 
blessed be He, deported the Jews to 
Babylon of all places. 

One opinion was that it was because 
they would not have been able to survive 
in due course the severe decrees of Rome. 
Another opinion was that Babylonia was a 
low-lying land, resembling the nether 
world, and from such a land the Jews 

would soon be redeemed. A third sug- 
gested the reason was that the language of 
Babylonia was akin to that of the Torab. 
The fourth said God sent the children of 
lsraet back to their country of origin, 
where Abraham came from. 

However, they all missed the point. The 
deportation to Babylon was a clear demon- 
stration that the affairs of the region are 
inter-linked. There can bc no lasting peace 
unless it shares a common destiny, tn mod- 
ern times, there was relative peace and 
security in the Middle East under mr. over- 
all Ottoman hegemony. This is a further 
confirmation that the long-term future of 
the region is in a close federation of all its 
states. 

During the Gulf War, Israel was plas- 
tered with Iraqi scud missiles. Her inability 
to retaliate, f'~r various reasons, is greatly 
significant and deeply ominous. Saddam 
fancies himself as a new Nebuchadnezzar 
and dreams, under favourable conditions, 
to subdue Israel and deport the Jews to the 
new Babylon which he has rebuilt at great 
expense. Wilt history, God forbid, repeat 
itself?. Like a good teacher (and the present 
writer), History keeps repeating itself until 
the lesson is learned. The lesson, in this 
ease, is that the Middle East is one unit 
and must be kept under control and main- 
mined as such. 

The Arabs have been trying to force Is- 
rael to abandon her nuclear capability in 
order to be equal with her. They want to 
rot Israel not so much of the Massada op- 
tion as of the Samson option: "On me and 
on my enemies O Lord!" 

But in a federated Middle East, Israel's 
nuclear arsenal can serve as a Powerful 
protection for the whole region and a de- 
.torrent to potentially aggressive 
neighbours. 

A federated Middle East is d~ctated by 
the lessons of history and the facts of  ge- 
ography. This would bc necessary to face 
any future ambitions from Iran, Turkey, 
Africa and countries beyond the seas, 

During the recent peace negotiations 
the perennial King Hussein said, "At last 
there is peace for the children of Abra- 
ham." In fact, Abraham can be used as a 
builder of a Middle East federation with a 
federal capital called after h im somewbere 
on the banks of the Euphrates, 

The return of the Jews is the best thing 
that has happened to the Middle East in 
one thousand years - i f  only the Arabs 
knewe 
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i i l l l  r illii|  

Left to right (sitting): Emir Zaid, Emir Ghazi (later the King of Iraq), Mutasarif. 
2nd row (standing): Hakham Yehya Homo, Yonan ... (editor of Mosul newspaper), Iraqi Official, Abraham Nahom (M.P. in the Iraqi 

Parliament), Security Officer, Iraqi Official, Security Officer, Hakham Slemoon Barazani (Mosul Chief Rabbi), Isaac Ephraim (M.P. in the 
Iraqi Parliament), Dr Rauf Semah. 

3rd row (standing): Sasson Semah (M.P. in Iraqi Parliament), Iraqi Official, Selim Semah (see letter below left). 

Your esteemed paper is very interesting 
and informative to all  Jewish people, 
whether they are Sephardic Jews or not. It 
combines historical, educational and cul- 
tural facts about the Jewish Iraqi 
community. 

Allow me to draw your attention to the 
fact that, in all the articles that I read, 
there w.as no mention of a very important 
part of the Iraqi Jewish community, the 
Jews of north Iraq! Mosul, Kurdistan, 
Zaccho were thriving Jewish communitics 
at the turn of this century. There were im- 
portant historical places like the tomb of 
the prophet Nahom Ha'Alkoshi  (Nabi 
Nahom) in Alkosh, and the tomb of 
Prophet Yona Ben Amitai  in Mosul 
(Nineveh). 

I am sending a photo of the opening 
ceremony of the Sir Elty Kadoori School 
in Mosul, on July 29th, 1930. Prince (later 
King) Ghazi was one of the guests. Hope- 
fully, this letter and photo will encourage 
people to write about this subjectO 

Ramat-Gan Dr. Rauf  Semah 

Di s tor t ion  o f  h i s t ory  
For many decades the Arab leaders and 

intellectuals have always claimed that they 
were fighting Zionism, not Judaism. His- 
tory told us that, in the Arab view, no 
sharp line could be drawn between a Zion- 
ist and a Jew. Any Jew could easily be 
"accused" as a Zionist. 

But recently some Arab writers and po- 
ets have taken a dangerous path of 
attacking Judaism instead of Zionisme 

New York Albert Khabbaza MD 
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I have recently been told of your illus- 
trious journal, which interests me, having 
been born in that country 80 years ago, 
when 1 left at the tender age of 17 for 
Manchester, South Africa, Rhodesia, and 
now my family and I are at home in our 
homeland. I have a vivid memory of my 
schooldays there and the many people I 
know. 

It is difficult to express in words my 
innermost joy and pleasure that your 
Scribe has given to me, in reading the past 
and present history of our people. It 
brought many happy memories of our Jew- 
ish community in Baghdad. 

For many years I have been reading 
about the Sephardic communities in Eng- 
land, Spain, Portugal and elsewhere, and 
often wondered why the Iraqi Jews, who 
contributed so much in every sphere of 
life, their history should remain in total 
darkness. 

It was by sheer luck that I was given 
your address and wrote to you. You gra- 
ciously replied by sending me the 
September issue, for which I am deeply 
gratefule 

Tel Aviv Joseph Salem 
Meeting recently in Paris with Edward 

Dangoor, an old friend of mine, I became 
acquainted with The Scribe journal and re- 
ceived a copy of the May 1994 issue. 

Even though I do not belong to the Ba- 
bylonian Jewry (I am a Sefarad Jew born 
in Bulgaria), I found your magazine very 
interesting, especially in view of my en- 
gagement with genealogical family treese 

Ramat Hasharoa Shlomo Finzi 

I was thrilled and delighted to read Mr 
Sassoon Peress's letter in your issue of 
Sept '94 regarding a "shirt" incident. [ 
very well remember the Atel ier  in the 
Laura Kadoorie school but unfortunately 
cannot recall the shirt episode. Wil l  
Sassoon ever forgive me for all the indig- 
nation he was exposed to on account of 
me ? 

For me this story has a very peculiar 
twist because in later years my business in 
life was connected mainly with the making 
of shirts! Was it the destiny of Sassoon 
Peress to forecast, at such an early age, the 
course mine was to take? 

I would be most grateful if  you couId 
forward this letter to him, or have it 
printed in your columns, as a belated apol- 
ogy from my part and also as a sign of 
lasting friendship. 

Although after 65 years all offences are 
covered by passage of time. I wish that 
destiny may again make us meet some day 
on which time I will offer him sincere 
proof of my repentance and gratitude. 

Perhaps a shirt would be appropriatee 

Brussels Henri Sasson 

To Alice Shashou. 
We have the pleasure of receiving an 

autographed copy of your great book 
Alice's International Cuisine. We are en- 
joying very much the use of the Baghdadi 
recipes and want to compliment you on 
this magnificent effort and a superb collec- 
tion compiled in such a valuable, 
well-written and handsome publicatione 

New Jersey Rachel & Edward  Nawy 



OBITUARIES 

H a h a m  
Solomon:. . _   

Gaon 
Haham Dr Solomon Gaon died in New 

York on December 21 aged 82. He was 
born in Travnik, Bosnia, on December 
15, 1912. 

He became Haham of the Spanish & 
Portuguese Congregation in Britain in 
1949 at the age of 37. In 1968 he was also 
elected president of the American Society 
of Sephardi Studies and ten years later he 
became chief rabbi of the congregations 
affiliated with the World Sephardi Federa- 
tion. 

The Haham title was first offered in 
Britain in 1664, but the rabbi in question 
left London because of the Plague. It is 
not an automatic title and has to be con- 
ferred by the general congregation. In the 
congregation's 350-year history, six men 
have held the title and the gaps between 
them add up to a longer period than their 
combined tenure of office. When Solomon 
Gaon was awarded the title in 1949, it was 
_*1 years after the death of the previous 
Haham, Moses Gaster. 

He had graduated as a rabbi from Jews' 
College, affiliated to London University, 
in 1948, and had gained a doctorate at 
London University. Like every holder of 
the office of Haham, Solomon Gaon was 
born outside Britain. He came to London 
in 1931 to be groomed for a post in Brit- 
ain following his training at the Jewish 
theological seminary in Sarajevo. He 
therefore escaped the Nazi occupation of 
Europe. 

Wheh Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia vis- 
ited Britain in 1953, he was astonished to 
be addressed in Serbian at a reception by a 
rabbinical guest - Gaon. 

Solomon Gaon's personal piety, toler- 
ance, courtesy, scholarship and devotion 
were welcomed. As the Jewish community 
re-established itself in the post-war period, 
Gaon's congregation enjoyed the prestige 
his scholarship and personal popularity 
gave them. He enjoyed parity of esteem 
with the Ashkenazi chief rabbi, without 
quarrelling with either Israel Brodie or his 
successor, Immanuel Jakobovits. 

But the congregational elders worried 
that his increasing travels took him away 
from their local concerns and that other, 
newer congregations benefited from his 
services at their expense. He visited Rho- 
desia - later Zimbabwe - and Australia, 
where new Sephardi communities were 
being formed. Their members came from 
Aden, India, Greece, Turkey, the Balkans, 
Egypt, Iraq, Bokhara and Persia. Many of 
these post-colonial communities also set- 
tled in England. 

He was particularly involved in Spain 
and the United States. He started visiting 
New York in 1962, where he formed an 
association with North America's oldest 
Sephardi synagogue, Shearith Israel, 

founded in 1654. Invited as visiting pro- 
fessor to Yeshiva University, New York's 
Jewish university, he started an active pro- 
gramme of Sephardi courses, which he 
supervised from a distance. In t976 he was 
appointed to Yeshiva University's chair in 
Sephardic Studies. 

His interest in Spain lay in the "golden 
age" of Spanish Jewry under Moorish rule, 
when poets, philosophers and doctors 
flourished before the Edict of Expulsion of 
1492. The edict was not formally repealed 
until 1968. Gaon made several visits from 
1959 on, to help to collate the evidence of 
Spanish Jewry's contribution to the culture 
of the time. 

He met General Franco and King Juan 
Carlos, was honoured by both, amazed 
Spanish ministers with his knowledge of 
medieval Castilian- the basis of Ladino, a 
Judaeo-Spanish language spoken around 
the Mediterranean-and w 10s present at three 
significant occasions: the opening in 1968 
of the first synagogue in Madrid since the 
Expulsion, the opening of the Sephardi 
museum in the magnificent E1 Trfinsito 
synagogue of Toledo in 1971 (the syna- 
gogue was built in 1365 by Samuel Levy, 
treasurer to Don Pedro I of Aragon), and 
the historic ceremony in 1992, 500 years 
after the Expulsion, when, in the presence 
of King Juan Carlos, Queen Sophia and the 
Israeli President, Chaim Herzog, he de- 
clared an act of  reconciliation between 
Spain and the Jewish people. This last was 
a highlight of his career. 

But his overseas commitments had their 
cost. Gaon delegated synagogue responsi- 
bili t ies to younger assistant ministers. 
There were frequent rumours that he was 
leaving the country for good. 

After a busy year in 1975, in which he 
attended the 300th anniversary of the Por- 
tuguese synagogue in Amsterdam, as well 
as visiting Spain and Australia, his congre- 
gational board came up with a proposal to 
establish a Sephardi council headed by the 
Haham and to cut the ties between that of- 
rice and the congregation. 

After Bevis Marks celebrated its 275th 
anniversary in 1976, the board of manage- 
ment came out against Gaon, saying that 
he had decided to retire on his forthcom- 

ing 65th birthday. The congregation was 
bitterly divided, with his supporters 
claiming that he had been forced into re- 
tirement, when no official age l imit  was 
laid down. At an acrimonious special 
meeting, a resolution cal l ing on the 
"Senhor Haham" to remain in office re- 
ceived an equal number of votes as an 
opposing resolution. The second resolu- 
tion cal l ing on him, in effect, to stand 
down was carried only by the chairman's 
casting vote. 

Gaon, who had stayed in New York 
during the frenzied debate, decided that 
the atmosphere was not conducive to a re- 
turn to a situation where he had already 
complained that his authority was being 
undermined. He was a man of consensus 
and he preferred to concentrate on his 
long-term interests, the education of future 
religious leaders and the preservation of 
Sephardi tradition and identity. 

At international Sephardi conferences, 
be pressed for greater recognition of the 
Sephardi element of Israeli society, which 
needed help to overcome its social handi- 
caps. He was honoured in Israel for his 
scholarship and for his sensitivity to social 
issues. 

He is survived by his wife Regina n6e 
Hassan of Gibraltar, whom he married 50 
years ago, a son and daughtere 

Scribe: Haham Solomon Gaon leaves a 
void that is not easy to fill. However, the 
Spanish and Portuguese congregations in 
England, Canada and USA have been 
greatly enhanced by large arrivals from 
Iraq, Persia, Syria, Egypt and North Af- 
rica. It is time the name of this community 
should be changed to the more general 
"Sephardim'. 

To avoid leadership rivalry in London, 
we should have a Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
and a Sephardi Chief Dayan. The title of 
Haham can be granted later by the congre- 
gation to one or both of theme 

Mrs Regina Gaon writes: 
I am overwhelmed by the hundreds of 

tributes received daily from different con- 
gregations and friends all over the world: 

Mrs Gaon received tributes from Kahal 
Joseph Congregation, California; the 
Sephardi Federation of Australian Jewry; 
Sephardic Federation of Spain; Gibraltar 
Jewish Community; Yeshiva University in 
New York; Misgav Ladach Jerusalem; and 
Iraqi Jews of Montreale 

Nathan Saatchi writes: 
The passing of Haham Solomon Gaon, 

is a great loss for all Sephardim. When the 
influx of Jews -from various Islamic coun- 
tries came to the U.K., the Haham 
recognised immediately the challenge and 
set about meeting some of the newcomers. 
Some of them joined Sephardi Synagogues 
in London and Manchester, while others 
created their own places of worship, but 
always under the jurisdiction of the 
HahamO 

Scribe: Between 1961 and 1971 some 
500 Sifrei Torah were shipped from Bagh- 
dad c/o the Haham who passed them on to 
the World Sephardi Federation for distri- 
bution to such worldwide congregations as 
needed them. However, some of these 
Sepharim were unfortunately sold to pri- 
vate collectorsO 
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K h a t o u n  E l i a h o u  D a n g o o r  

by Meer S. Basri 

The passing away  of  my  wel l -be loved  
and great ly  regretted aunt.  Khatoun,  has 
truly brought to an  end a fel ici tous era. 
She was a f ine lady of  the old school por- 
t raying all  the attr ibutes of  grace,  digni ty ,  
affection and compassion. 

"A woman of  valour  who can f ind? For 
her  price is far  above rubies." 

Khatoun was born in Baghdad 99 years 
ago in  the twi l igh t  years  of  the 19th cen- 
tury in  the re ign of  Sultan Abdul  Hamid  II. 
Baghdad at that  t ime,  was a remote  prov- 
ince of  the Ottoman Empire.  She marr ied 
in 1913 the late E l iahou  Dangoor,  son of 
Hakham Ezra Reuben Dangoor,  la ter  to be- 
come the Ch ie f  Rabbi  of  Baghdad;  she 
took charge,  throughout,  of  al l  the social  
functions requi ted  by her fa ther- in- law's  
h igh  communal  office. 

Khatoun l ived through the ru le  of  20  
Turkish Governors of  Baghdad,  the con- 
quest of  Iraq by the Bri t ish in the First  
World  War ,  th rough  the  Monarchy  of  
Faisal ,  Ghazi  and young Faisal ,  through 
the  tense month  of  Rash id  Ai i  and the 
Farhud that  fol lowed in June 1941 when  
hundreds of  Jews were  ki l led,  through the 
tense period fo t lowing  the b i r th  of  the 
State of  Israel, through the momentous and 
historic• mass i m m i g r a t i o n  of  the ent i re  
J ewish  communi ty  in  1950-51,  through 
countless revolut ions and counter-revolu-  
t ions and the re ign of terror fo l lowing the 
defeat  of  the Arab armies by Israel in the 
Six Day War,  which was fol lowed by the 
hanging  of  the e leven innocent  Jews that  
shocked the entire world. 

Throughou t  a l l  these  upheavals ,  
Khatoun and El iahou  Dangoor  decided to 
cont inue l iv ing  in the Land of  the Rivers 
which  had a continuous Jewish presence 
for over 25 centuries,  in the earnest  hope 
that  conditions would  improve. However ,  
when Uncle  El iahou at tained the age of  90, 
they decided they could wai t  no  longer,  
they left  for Eng land  in  1973 to jo in  the i r  
ch i ld ren  and grandchi ldren .  In  London 
Khatoun cont inued to l ive for 21 years un- 
der the re ign of  Queen El izabeth  II. 

Th roughou t  he r  stay in  London,  
Khatoun held a Sabbath a t  home which 
uni ted her  numerous  offspring as we l l  as 
f r iends  and acquain tances .  There  is a 
Baghdad saying that  a s l ip of the foot can 
heal ,  but  a sl ip of the tongue can never  
heal ;  Khatoun never  uttered a bad word 
nor harboured a bad thought  about any- 
body and was loved and respected for her  
sagasity and common sense. Her  advice 
was always sought af ter  t i l l  her  last days 
and she was able to communicate  wi th  the 
old and the young. 

Khatoun was eulogised by communa l  
Chie f  Rabbi D r  Abraham Levy,  Dayan  Dr  
Pinhas Toledano,  Rabbi Abraham Gubbay, 
Rabbi Abraham DavidO 

~ a .  i U  D ~ Ill I I ~ 

,~~? ..- 

K h a t . u n  l ) a n g o o r e  
One genera t ion passeth away,  and another  genera t ion cometh; but the  ea r th  abideth fo reve re  

. . .  . ~": ~ t '  ' " : i ~ .: , " ,; 

Al though  she was blessed wi th  a re-  
markab ly  long l i fe ,  Nana ,  as she was 
known to everybody, was sorely missed by 
her  family.  

May  her  memory  be a blessing for eve- 
ryone. 

The ones we love are never  gone, they 
l ive wi th in  our heartsO 
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Khatoun among some of her  grandchi ldrenO 



I913 - wedding picture of Khatoun and 
Eliahou DangoorO 

My mother, Helen A Meer, widow of 
the noted architect Joseph E Meer (known 
by the name Yousef Meyer in Baghdad), 
joins me in expressing our appreciation to 
The Scribe for its publication of interest- 
ing, well-researched and informative 
articles that keeps US in touch with our Ba- 
bylonian heritage. During the later years 
of his life, my dear father, may G-d bless 
his memory, along with my mother, chose 
Fort Lauderdale to be their winter and 
spring residence. They looked forward to 
receiving their copy of The Scribe and en- 
joye&reminiscing with their many friends 
the Babylonian memories triggered by its 
articles and photographs. Wherever Iraqi 
Jews congregate, whether it be in "Bagh- 
dad-by-the-Sea" (Fort Lauderdale), the 
New York/New Jersey (Baghdad on the 
Hudson) metropolitan area and other lo- 
cales the world over, your journal has 
legions of fanse 

Fair Lawn, N.J. Joseph L Meer 

Your 40-page September 1994 issue 
was a superb edition and beyond expecta- 
tion. How much effort, patience and 
planning took you and the publishers to 
turn out such a wonderful and historic is- 
she. 

It was nice of you tO publish on page 19 
a picture of the Alliance School at Bagh- 
dad of the year 1925 in which my late 
sister Rachel appears in the second row 
under No.19. 

As the donor of the picture remembers 
only the first name of my late sister and 
her relation to our Iate uncle Kbedhouri 
Zilkha, I may mention that her maiden 
name is Rachel Meir Yadid(ya) and her 
name in marriage is Rachel Kehelae 

Ramat Gan Abraham Yadid 

The Old Aramaic 
Inscription from Tell Dan 

Dr. Victor Sasson, New York 

The recently discovered inscription 
from Tell Dan has attracted much public 
attention, especially as it has been publi- 
cised in the press. While the Hebrew Bible 
is our primary source of information on the 
Biblical period, any extra-biblical text 
from that long period is always exciting, 
particularly to the Biblical  or Semitic 
scholar. What is most striking about this 
inscription - written in a dialect of Old 
Aramaic - is the mention, for the-first time 
outside the Hebrew Bible, of the dynasty 
of David. 

The Northern Kingdom, Israel, is al- 
ready mentioned on the Moabite 
Stone--also known as the Mesha inscrip- 
tion, after the name of the king of Moab. 
Moabite is a language very close to Bibli- 
cal Hebrew. 

The number of inscriptions in Old Ara- 
maic is small, but it is gradually 
increasing. In 1979 an important bilingual 
inscription, written in both Assyrian 
cuneiform script and Aramaic script was 
discovered at Tell Fakhriyah in northeast 
Syria (to the north of present-day Iraq). 
The Tell Fakhriyah inscription has been 
dated to the mid-9th century B.C.E, al- 
though the Aramaic script exhibits some 
eccentric or archaic features. The Tell Dan 
as welt as the Moabite inscriptions are also 
dated to that century. 

The Tell Dan inscription presents sev- 
eral problems to the Hebraist/Semitist. The 
fragmentary text refers to a war in which 
an Aramean king simultaneously fought a 
king of Israel and a king of Judah, inflict- 
ing thousands of casualties. One major 
problem is that the surviving text makes 
no mention by name of any of the kings 
involved in that war. Thus the specific his- 
torical context is not quite clear, and that 
will certainly generate much scholarly dis- 
cussion. On palaeographical and 
archaeological groundg, the inscription has 
been dated, tentatively, to the mid 9th cen- 
tury B.C.E. The 9th century was a time of 
constant conflict between Aram-Damascus 
and Israel-Judah, as is clear from the bibli- 
cal First and Second Books of Kings. It is 
not possible, therefore, to tell which spe- 
cific war the inscription refers to. 
Nevertheless, careful research will enable 
us to refine our overall understanding of 
the text. 

Several years ago this writer wrote and 
published a study of the Aramaic version 
of the Tell Fakbriyah inscription. He has 
recently completed a detailed research arti- 
cle on the Tell Dan inscription aimed at 
clarifying historical, textual, linguistic, and 
literary aspects of this important 
documente 

Heskel  Dabby  
Dr Hesket Dabby was born in Baghdad 

in 191 I during the rule of Nadhem Pasha. 
He graduated from the Royal Medical Col- 
lege in 1939. He served as an officer in the 
Iraqi Army, and was often posted to re- 
mote districts. In 1949 he married Victoria 
Shaul Korin. 

At the outbreak of the Arab-Israeli war 
in 1948, Dr Dabby was forced to join a 

medical group tbr a research mission in the 
lraqi-Jordanian desert. He managed subse- 
quently to report the findings of this group 
to scientists in the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. 

In 1951 he emigrated with his family to 
Israel and was accepted to work for the 
Health Services in the suburban town of 
Petah Tiqva. At the time when Israel was 
coping with refugees from the Holocaust 
and immigrants from Arab countries, Dr 
Dabby continued his work with the health 
service until his retirement in 1976. He 
was involved in the community life in ls- 
rael and, following the unexpected death 
of his son in 1954, began his attempts to 
advance the education of teenagers by 
bui lding and maintaining a library and 
contributing financially to educational 
projects. 

He found a particular interest in the 
field of medical surveys which were done 
in cooperation with the Beilinson hospital 
and the main significance of which was in 
constructing the basis of information pat- 
terns in the Army. 

In addition to his work, Dr Dabby 
found time to develop his interest in the 
game of Bridge and belonged to the lead- 
ing team in Israel in the 1950s which 
included, among others, Dr Kestner, 
Yebuda Arazi, Dr Lukach and Dr Boger. 
This team belongs to the generation which 
developed the competitive Bridge in Israel 
turning it from a game of the aristocracy to 
a national sport played by all classes and 
ages. 

Dr Dabby passed away in July 1994 in 
Tel Aviv and his wife Victoria in October. 
They are survived by one daughter Dr 
Lilian Jury and three grandchildren. 

Scribe: Dr Rudolph Kestner was a 
leader of the Hungarian Jewish Commu- 
nity. In 19a4 he conducted an abortive 
negotiation with the Nazis to save Hungar- 
ian Jews from the death camps if the Allies 
agreed to supply Germany with military 
trucks. In the event, 200,000 Hungarian 
Jews were exterminated. Dr Kestner emi- 
grated to Israel and was killed by an 
assassin in 1957. His name was subse- 
quently cleared by the court, on the basis 
that a person would do anything to save 
his life and the life of his family. 

Yehuda Arazi was Haganah leader who 
organised "il legal" immigration to Pales- 
tine. He was active after the war, 
especially in Italy, for the immigration of 
the survivors of the Holocauste 
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Muzli 
Stanley 

Shashoua 

My mother  Muzl i  Shashoua who passed 
away on 27 July  last, was an  avid reader  of 
The Scribe. One t ime her  copy was late. 
She cal led me f rom N e w  York and I ca l led  
your  office, and another  copy was obl ig-  
ingly sent. 

Your  contribution to the i raqi  Jewish 
communi ty  wor ldwide  is immeasurab le .  
You have earned the love, respect and ad- 
mirat ion of  aII your  contemporaries:  

You have brought  a sense of  belonging 
to. a dispersed communi ty  that  must  g ive  
you sat isfact ion and pride.  I speak for 
many others when  I wish  you to continue 
this unique endeavour.  

Rabbi Dr  Richard  S Chaplin del ivered 
the fo l lowing eulogy a t  the funeral  which  
is rea l ly  a t r ibute  to al l  I raqi  J ewish  
women of  her generat ion 

London William Shashoua 

(Abridged) 
M u z l i r e s e m b l e d  in  many  ways  the 

meri tor ious  women of valour ,  described 
poignant ly  in our Book .0[ Proverbs. 

The world  of  Iraq served as our rel i -  
gion 's  cradle from the t ime of  Abraham 
and some of  the most  c l imat ic  moments  in 
Jewish life were  played out wi th in  its bor- 
ders. 

L i k e w i s e  Muz l i  l i nked  the  past and 
present .  She  was  a v ibrant ,  in te l l igen t ,  
beaut i fu l  w o m a n ,  born in Baghdad 93 
years ago, in a f ami ly  of  e ight  children,  to 
E l iahu  and S imha  Bashi. 

Muz l i  mar r i ed  Stanley and they had 
three children:  Wi l l i am,  E l i e  and Clarice,  
who is survived by Edward Chitayat,  and 
through thei r  unions  n ine  grandchi ldren  
were  brought  forth and seven great-grand-.- 
chi ldren who all  returned her  love in kind. 

Muz l i  was of  impeccable  reputat ion,  
generous,  e legant ,  thoughtful  and d ign i -  
fied. " 

It  is not  easy to transfer one 's  l i fe  f rom 
Iraq to Iran, to Europe,  to Amer ica . -Bu t  
Muzl i  not  only transferred her residence, 
she transferred and translated her in imi ta-  
ble sense of  grace into different  l anguages  
and different  cultures. Is i t  not remarkable  
tha t  one person, Muzl i  Shashoua, whose 
f a m i l y  n a m e  means  " joy  and de l igh t "  
could have inf luenced so many  different  
generations of  people so genuinely.  

May her  remembrance  be a blessing for 
us al lO 

Mary Nathaniel 

The passing of  Mary  Nathanie l  has left  
us very sad. She was a ' f r i end ly  lady, al-  
ways  s m i l i n g  and pleasant .  She  made 
many friends who loved her  dearly. 

Our  deepest  sympathy goes to her  hus- 
band Heskel.  Both did charity• work in the 
U.K. and in IsraelO R.D. 

D e a t h  c r e a t e s  a b r e a c h  in na t ure .  
T h e  ceremonies  are  m e a n t  to heal  t h a t  
b r e a t h e  
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Albert Gourgey 
Albert  Gourgey,  who died in N e w  York 

in November  1994, was born in Baghdad 
80  years  ago, s tudied and worked in  
France jus t  before, and during,  the Second 
World War. He had a th r i l l ing  escape f rom 
the occupying Nazi .  forces, and, together 
wi th  two other  Baghdadian Jews wen t  to 
Casablanca f rom where  he  boarded a ship 
to New York. Another  of  his Baghdadian 
Jewish friends was captured by the Nazis,  
sent to a prison camp and was  shot t ry ing 
to escape. 

A lbe r t  w e n t  to a French-speaking  
school in Baghdad and, as his daughter,  
Annette,  nov~ a professor at  Columbia  Uni-  
vers i ty  in N e w  York  wrote :  " D a d ' s  
greatest loves in l i fe  were  studying French 
and teaching his children. Al l  through our 
school years he  tutored us, put t ing a spe- 
cial  emphasis  on French, Hebrew language 
and traditions, and mathematics ."  Annet te  
has a brother, Charles,  also working in the 
academic  sphere. The i r  mother,  Louise,  
was born in Baghdad. She and their  two 
children survive him. 

His two brothers, N a i m  and Farraj,  set- 
t led in TeI-Aviv in the early 1950s, hav ing  
left  Baghdad wi th  the great  a l iya  of  Iraqi 
Jews to Israel at  the t ime. I was always 
impressed by h i s  f ine personality in the 
many conversatio0s we had in N e w  York 
years a g o e  

P.S.G, 

k ~':'" . ~ . . .  t t ~ ' ~ "  

Ardhahalchl - Middle East Scribes writing a letter for a client. 

U n t i l  recently,  l i teracy a m o n g  the people  of  the M i d d l e  E a s t  w a s  less  than 1 0 % .  
A n  e lder ly  w o m a n  rece ived a l e t t e r  from her  son but  could  not r e a d  it, She  m e t  a 
mullah and reques ted  h im to r e a d  the  l e t t e r  for her ,  but  h e  said "Sorry,  m a d a m ,  I 
am unable  to read." She  repl ied:  "Such  a big t u r b a n  and yet  you a r e  unable  to 
r ead . "  T h e  mullah to ld  h e r  " M y  d e a r  m a d a m ,  it has  nothing  to do with  the  t u r b a n . "  
H e  removed  the t u r b a n  and,  putt ing it on  her  head,  told her  "Now,  see i f  y o u  can 
r e a d ! " e  



My Beloved Jerusalem 
by Emil Murad 

Behold, follow, for beauty is in the eye 
of  the beholder,  
This is what I shall never give up;  no, I 
won't  surrender! 

Fridays, at sundown I hear the siren 
sound 
Ushering in Sabbath, our holy Day of  
Rest, 
This is what makes Jerusalem unique,  
A holy city at its best! 

And when the next  day church bells 
chime 
From the quaint  village nearby, 
And the voice of  the muezzin echoes 
In each prayer I hear a song, a rhyme,  
And I crave to spread my  wings and fly 
To the thousand pictures in  their 
splendid frames 
of a HOLY CITY with a variety of 
names... 

Calm at dusk, when shades of  violet, 
orange, or  yellow mix  and merge 
to create a magical glow, clear and 
bold, 
Spotlighting the city in Heavenly gold! 

Night falls in  parks,  by the span, 
that low bridge over the lake, 
where dusky shades o f  blue and green 
paint an evening idyll  o f  the lake 
and the low bridge, that cast-iron span! 

The skyline, etched on to it  are 
minarets, spires, 
domes and all that in majestic beauty 
transpires. 
Beyond, footsteps away, modern 
excavations unfold 
the drama of  civilisation past, a city of  
gold! 

Tourists and residents weave their way 
througlf  alleys, 
Every curve provides a new master- 
piece, 
Every tunnel  like works of  art, 
Each successive space lures you on, 
Parks, trees, l imbs and lights entwine,  
in an affair o f  nature and artifice*. 

A mosaic of  wonders, a stream of  
emotions. 
Walk through the ancient quarters, 
touch the stones, 
And a sense of  identity is felt, 
Mixed with joy and anticipation, 
And the city awakens to the blossom of  
rosemary, sage, thyme and the unique 
ages old Jerusalem pine, 
All  you need is a deep breath and you 
get drunk without wine! 

Resplendent in its juxtaposit ion of  
contrasting pictures 
and common spiritual ideals, 
the City, the Tower of  David, the 
Wailing Wall, 
Come to life with the ancient past, the 
l iving present, and all 
Will lure me back to my Jerusalem; 
and when I die 
My bed, the soil of  the city below me; 
and above, the sky!O 

Haskeli lsaacs 
Dr Haskell  Isaacs, BSc, MA, PhD, 

MRCGP, who died of cancer on ] Novem- 
ber 1994, came from Iraq to the UK in 
1945, obtaining a post at St Mary's Hospi- 
tal, Paddington. Upon marrying in 1947 he 
opted to become a general practitioner 
within the new National Health Service 
and moved to the Manchester area where 
he soon had a flourishing practice. A man 
of lovable disposition, he won the hearts 
and respect of patients and the affection of 
a wide circle of new friends. 

Dr Haskell at his 80th birthday celebration. 
(Photo: by courtesy of Dr Stefan Reif.) 

During his 35 years in Manchester, 
Haskell devoted such spare time as he had 
to the pursuit of  scholarship in Manchester 
University's Department of Near Eastern 
Studies. As a doctor with a rare command 
of classical Arabic, a sound knowledge of 
Hebrew and a keen interest in the history 
of medicine, he received and accepted, at 
the age of 69, an invitation to join Cam- 
bridge University Library's famous 
Taylor-Schechter Genizah Research Unit. 
There he worked on, and in 1994 pub- 
lished an analytical descriptive catalogue 
of the medieval Judaeo-Arabic medical 
material in the Genizah Collection. His 
study of one rarity from an~ l a t t e r -  a 13th 
century Arabic medical cer t i f ica te -  ap- 
peared in Medical History 35 (1991). In 
1981 he contributed, jointly with the 
present writer, a medical volume to the 
Cambridge Arabic Technical and Scien- 
tific Tests series. Notable among his other 
writings are "Bri tain 's  Contribution to 
Medicine and the Teaching of Medicine in 
Iraq" in the Bulletin o f  the British Society 
for Middle Eastern Studies 3 (1976), and 
"Arabic Medical Literature in The Cam- 
bridge History of  Arabic Literature (Vol.3, 
1990). 

He was the loving and much-loved hus- 
band of Ruth and father of Ann and David, 
who, along with grandchildren Simon, Sa- 
rah and Michael, survive him. 

J D Latham 

Percy Gourgey adds: I met Haskell and 
his wife Ruth some years ago when I gave 
a talk to the Cambridge University Jewish 
Students' Society. He invited me to his 
home after guiding me around the Genizah 
Research Unit. He combined, to a remark- 
able degree, the qualities of charm, 
intellect and profound scholarship. His un- 
Cle, Advocate Selim Isaac, served as 
Secretary and legal adviser to the Jewish 
Community in Baghdad in the 1920s. 

Dr Haskel l ' s  major  
Genizah  work  on medic ine  

Understanding of the history of medi- 
cine has just  been enriched by the 
publication of the first comprehensive de- 
scription of Genizah items relating to that 
field. Medica l  and  Para-Medica l  
Manuscripts in the Cambridge Genizah 
Collections is the result of  ten years' inten- 
sive research by Dr Haskell Isaacs, lately 
assisted by Dr Colin Baker, with funding 
from the Wellcome Trust. It is the latest 
volume (No. 11) in the Genizah Series 
published by Cambridge University Press 
for Cambridge University Library (ISBN 0 
521 47050 1 ). 

Among the fragments described are 
Arabic and Hebrew translations of Galen 
and Hippocrates and of commentaries on 
them; the medical writings of Avicenna, 
Rhazes, al-Majusi and Maimonides, some 
in the original Arabic, with others in He- 
brew translation; treatises on the eye, 
fevers, sexual medicine and poisons; 
pharmacopoeias; and previously unknown 
works. 

There are also details of  correspond- 
ence between patients and physicians, 
medical certificates, and other fragments 
describing medical activities in medieval 
Islamic and Jewish society. Such informa- 
tion is of  major importance for tracing the 
development of Renaissance science. 

Since the publication of Amulets and 
Magic Bowls: Aramaic Incantations o f  
Late Antiquity (Jerusalem, 1985), many 
additional magical texts have come to the 
attention of the authors, Joseph Naveh and 
Shaul Shaked. These have now been as- 
sembled in their new book, Magic Spells 
and Formulae: Aramaic Incantations o f  
Late Antiquity (Jerusalem, 1993), which 
contains an impressive collection of 17 
Palestinian metal amulets, 14 Babylonian 
incantations on earthenware bowls, and 21 
magical texts from the Cairo Genizah 

Among the 52 new texts, all of  which 
have been meticulously transcribed, trans- 
lated, annotated and photographed, the 
Palestinian amulets incised on gold, silver 
or bronze plates are considered of special 
importance and are reproduced in fac- 
simile drawings. 

In their introduction, Naveh and Shaked 
deal with the history and development of 
Jewish magic tradition in Palestine and 
Babylonia and discuss its relationship with 
Hekhalot literature, liturgy and medicine. 
They refute the belief among nineteenth 
century scholars that magical practice was 
less prominent in Palestine than in Babylo- 
nia, and stress that the Palestinian Jews 
resorted to incantations no less frequently 
than their Babylonian brethren. 

Although Palestine and Mesopotamia 
had two separate and distinctive magic tra- 
ditions, when formulae from the two 
geographical areas converge it may invari- 
ably be established that the origin of the 
theme is Palestinian rather than Babylo- 
nian. 

This study constitutes an important con- 
tribution to our understanding of 
Palestinian and Babylonian magic and its 
use of the Aramaic language. It also pro- 
vides deep insights into rich religious life 
and everyday practices of ordinary folk in 
the Talmudic period* 
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The secrets of  
v i s i o n  

I was delighted to see a reference in 
your September issue to Mr Brotman of 
Shamash School. He was my father. I 'm 
sorry he couldn't answer your conundrum 
about eyesight. 

If you have any reminiscences of him I 
would be so grateful to hear from you. [ 
have a sister who was in Baghdad at that 
time and she would also be interested. My 
father died in 1970 and my mother in 1986. 

Wembley Park Honor Stamter 
( n ~  Brotman) 

N a i m  Dangoor ' s  reply:  
I am glad to hear from the daughter of 

my former schoolmaster. Your late father 
was very kind and popular with everyone. 
He returned from Baghdad in 1932 and 
when I came in September 1933 to enter 
London University, I stayed with the 
Bogods at Westcliff-on-Sca and met Mr 
Brotman at Synagogue there on Yore Kip- 
pur. We met again in 1951, when he was 
Secretary of the Board of Deputies of Brit- 
ish Jews. 

In February 1970 my wife and I were 
invited to have tea with your parents, when 
your father kindly gave me all his Baghdad 
photographs after dating and signing them 
(two are shown alongside). I gave the 
originals to the Diaspora Museum in Tel 
Aviv. 

Scribe: We are sorry to note the recent 
death of Honor's husband the [ate Samuel 
Stamler QC at the age of 68. For nearly 40 
years, first as a junior and then as a silk, 
Samuel Stamler was one of the leading 
commercial practitioners in London. His 
capacities as a lawyer and as an advocate 
were unsurpassed by any of his contempo- 
raries. In the difficult field of contested 
takeovers in which he specialised, he was 
reputed to earn a fee of up to £2500 an 
hour. 

In 1966 he was one of the four founder 
members of what is now the largest com- 
mercial chambers in London. He 

1 9 2 4 -  V i s i t  o f  | ' r i m e  M i n i s t t ,  r . l a a f a r - A I - A s k a r l  t o  R a h t ' l  S h a h m ( . m  Sche rz i  I~ , aghdad .  

L e f t  to right: H e a d m a s t e r  S h i m o o n  M o u a l [ m  N i s s i m :  E z r a  M c n a h e m  D a n i e l ;  S c h , m l ' s  I n s p e c t o r  A .  
Brotman; Jaafar P a s h a :  A b r a h a m  N a h u m ;  T u h s i n  Q u a d r i :  S h a q m l  Sulaimano 

m . . 
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1928- Senior class at RaheI Shahmoon School, lalt.r transt~rrcd to the new Shamash School. 

Sitting (L toR)teachers: Ezra Twena; Younis; Reuben Zelouf; Moise Mayer; Mr Brotman; Meir Zakr 
Ezra Haya; Mahmoud Abd.EI-Wahab. 
2rid row: Anwar .Softer (student); Jamil Orphaly; Tawfiq Basrl; Rashid Rushdi; M0she Softer; Salma 
Khdhelr; Abraham Hakham Joseph; - ; Kadouri Levy. 
3rd row (students): Adv. Jacob Abd-EI-Aziz; Reuben Eliahou Batta; EIiahou Binou; Joseph Daviu 
Yehiskel; Dr Isaac Souranio 

processes which make it possible. 
Semir Zeki, Professor of Ncurobiology 

at London University, has played a leading 
part in the revolution. Last year he became 
its chronicler, with a highly accessible ac- 
count of the recent discoveries. A Vision o f  
the Brain (Blaekwell). 

Zeki believes that his scientific succes- 
sors will be the philosophers of the next 
millennium, grappling with the problems 
of "knowledge, experience, consciousness 
and the m i n d -  all a consequence of the 
activities of the brain."¢ 

T h e  proces s  o f  v i s ion  e x p l a i n e d  

by Albert KhahbaT.a, M.D. 

In reply to the question raised by Naim 
Dangoor in The Scribe of September 1994: 
Why do we see the picture where the ob- 
ject is and not inside our head? 

A similar question is: When you hear a 
bell ringing in front of you, why do you 
hear the bell ringing at the site of the bell 
and not in your brain? The mechanism is 
the same in the visual and in the auditory 
senses, as well as all other senses. The 



question you asked should not be ad- 
dressed to a teacher of Physics whose 
knowledge in neurophysiology is limited. 

The  fact is that the brain does not re- 
ceive an introverted picture from the retina 
and does not make it the right way up. It 
does not receive any picture at all and it is 
not a screen. 

The picture of an object is real and is 
received on the retina upside down accord- 
ing to the law of physics, but here the 
comparison of the eye to the camera ends, 
and the laws of physiology and neurology 
start. Each point of the picture in the retina 
stimulates a specific nerve ending in the 
retina causing an electrical impulse travel- 
ling along this tiny nerve to a main nerve 
called the optic nerve, which, in turn, car- 
ried all these electrical impulses, or 
signals, to a specific area in the brain cor- 
tex (at the back of the head). This area 
contains a specific nerve cell highly spe- 
cialising in interpreting these signals after 
tracing their source. How do they do that 
is a different question which must be dark 
and bewildering for the present?e 

M o r e  C o m m e n t s  
by Steven Daniel Marsten of lllinois 

I am the first son of l iana Marsten, 
daughter of Jonah and Lulu Bahary, for- 
merly of Baghdad, and cousin of Kamel 
Bahary of New York. I have a B.S. in Bi- 
ology from the I l l inois Institute of 
Technology, studied Genetic Engineering, 
and worked for five years in the area of 
Molecular Oncology. Your article in the 
current issue entitled "gene Efficiency" 
was stimulating and I want to pass to you a 
few professional insights. 

You are absolutely correct in your fig- 
ures regarding genetic replication 
efficiency. Each bodily somatic, i.e., non- 
germ cell has a mechanism which corrects 
for any replication malfunction. As you 
know, the genetic material DNA is made 
up of a double helix of two DNA polymers 
or strands. The elements of the strands, 
four genetic bases, code for proteins which 
result m our phenotypes like hair and eye 
colour. Mutation may occur resulting in an 
incorrect or deleted base or bases. If not 
repaired, it would result in a modification 
of the proteins coded by the bases. These 
proteins 9~t.999% of the time are com- 
pletely non-functlonal. Luckily, we have 
molecular genetic mechanisms which cor- 
rect them. 

Your assumption that changes may re- 
sult in an organism being naturally 
selected do not apply much to the human 
species because we have such a slow re- 
productive cycle; mutations would have to 
have been created in the basal germ cells 
for changes to be passed to offspring. It is 
thusly true that we are carrying copies of 
the same genes as our ancestors 2,000 
years ago. 

Natural selection refers to healthy or- 
ganisms outl iving the unhealthy. We 
recognize this in present civilized society 
by treating and researching disease, but 
this concept only goes back maybe 20,000 
years into the history of modern man. 
Natural selection requires mil l ions of 
years. 

It is interesting that you related the 
DNA genetic code to binary code; I left 
my studies in DNA work a year and a half  
ago and am now studying computer pro- 

gramming. What an interesting coinci- 
dence. You must have had a revelation 
from an angel with the idea for your 
articleO 

Sam and Honor Siamler with her parents 
Adolph and Fanny Brntmane 

On the wonder of  vision 
The  Aston i sh ing  Hypothes is  

The  Scientific Search for the Soul  
by Francis Crick 

Published by Simon & Schuster. £16.99. 
Reviewed by David Dangoor 

Why do we see an object where it 
stands and not perceive it as an image in- 
side our head? These have been problems 
which have troubled my father for the past 
70 years. As mentioned in the last issue of 
The Scribe he could not get a satisfactory 
explanation from his Physics teacher at 
school. Stereo and 3-D only add an extra 
dimension, but do not provide a clue. 
There must be an explanation, but it can't  
be simple. In fact it is very complicated. 

According to Nobel Laureate Professor 
Crick in his recent book "The Astonishing 
Hypothesis", we have only begun to 
scratch the surface of understanding vi- 
sion. What we know at present is only a 
small tip of a very large iceberg. The pic- 
ture we "see" with our eye is just an image 
that we create in our minds, which in most 
people matches the physical world we are 
seeing. In fact it is not so for all people. A 
man having consulted the famous neurolo- 
gist  Dr Oliver  Sacks, and on leaving 
mistook his wife for a hat, even attempting 
to pick up her head! 

This interpretation of the outside world 
going on in oar mind is immensely com- 
plex. Movement is dealt with by one part 
of the brain, colour by a completely differ- 
ent part, shape by yet another part. There 
are perhaps as many as 30 separate compo- 
nents, including also the position of what 
we see, interpretation, differentiation, and 
so on. Each activity is accompanied by 
neuron firing in a separate location. It is an 
illustration of the miracle of the visual 
process that our brain is able to coordinate 
all these disparate parts and unite them al- 
ways into a perfectly and synchronous 
unity. 

Yet all this is very puzzling. It is very 
hard to avoid thinking that somewhere in 
the brain there is a giant cinema screen 
which your conscious self watches. How- 
ever, all efforts have failed to find any 
such thing. At no stage, after the inverted 
image in the retina, is there a "picture" in 
the way there is inside a camera. 

Professor Crick's astonishing hypoth- 
esis is that just as with vision, so with all 
our mental processes (such as hearing), 
everything is the result of  electrical and 
chemical activity in our brain, and that ul- 
t imately we have neither soul nor any 
other self. The "self" is merely a collection 
of neurons obeying fixed laws. Most peo- 
ple would probably want Professor Crick 

and his kind to go much further along this 
road before being prepared to extrapolate 
that we are ultimately as soulless as he 
suggestsO 

Circumcision Woes 
I have been listening to a recording of 

Chaim Bermant's book The Walled Gar- 
den, in which he states concerning 
circumcision that the uncircumcised male 
achieves more sexual excitement and gives 
his partner more sexual pleasure than the 
circumcised male. I thought it was the 
other way round. Please clarify for the 
benefit of  your readers. 

London Name and address supplied 

Mr Bermant writes: I wrote that "'cir- 
cumcision weakens the power of sexual 
excitement". The words, however, are not 
mine. I was quoting Maimonides. 

I suspect he was wrong and so, obvi- 
ously do you. 

Scribe: The latest medical opinion con- 
tinues to accept the hygienic advantages of 
circumcision, but now points out that the 
foreskin has important and sensitive nerve 
ends that are lost in the process. 

During the Hellenistic period when 
sports were carried out in the nude, many 
Jews in Judea used to sew on a bit of  fore- 
skin to conform to the rest. Nowadays 
some people are attaching weights to the 
skin in an attempt to prolong it. 

Some people regard ritual circumcision 
as unnecessary mutilation of the body that 
leaves a lifelong scar on the mind of the 
male. 

If wanted for hygienic reasons it could 
be done as a surgical operation under an- 
aesthetic. 

A serious complicat ion 
after c ircumcis ion 

Male circumcision is widely practised 
in our Jewish community and it is thought 
to be a safe procedure. But common prob- 
lems are bleeding, removal of too much 
skin, removal of too much or too little 
mucosa, untidy tags, fistula of the urethra, 
stricture of the opening of the urethra 
(meataI stenosis) or even accidental ampu- 
tation. 

Recently a serious complication has 
been published in the medical journal. At 
Guy's Hospital in England, three babies 
were admitted with abdominal distension 
fol lowing circumcision. They suffered 
from urinary retention and subsequently 
from acute renal failure, as a result of  uri- 
nary obstruction due to overzealous 
bandaging or penile oedema. 

Unless the parents are given appropriate 
information about such complication due 
to tight bandaging, the consequences could 
be fatal. Special attention should be di- 
rected to passing of urine and how often 
after circumcision. 

New York Albert Khabbaza, MD 

We passed Dr Khabbaza's letter on to 
Dr Sifman, the Medical Officer of the Ini- 
tiation Society, an organisation which 
represents mohelim. His comment was that 
circumcision was a surgical procedure 
which carries less risk than similar surgical 
procedures. However, he stated that all 
mohelim are rigorously trained and that 
there have been in the United Kingdom 
very few of the types of cases referred to 
by Dr. KhabbazaO 
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The Hittites 
A b r i d g e d  f r o m  

Aramco World 

Turkey's soil is rich in ruins: Ottoman, 
Roman, Seljuk, Byzantine, Greek. But |ar  
older than any of those cultures - and for- 
gotten almost entirely for 3000 years - are 
the remains of the first Indo-European 
power in the Mediterranean area: the 
Hittites. 

Their arrival in A n a t o l i a -  the Asian 
part of Turkey, known also as Asia Minor 
- some 4000 years ago changed the politi- 
cal map of the Middle East, at that time 
dominated by the civilizations born in the 
valleys of  the Nile, the Tigris and the 
Euphrates. Although the Hittites ruled in 
Anatolia and beyond for almost 1000 years 
thereafter, they then vanished from human 
memory, to be rediscovered only at the be- 
ginning of the 20th century. Only the Bible 
carried some short references to the 
Hittites, presenting them as one of the 
tribes of Palestine in the first millennium 
BCE. It was a "son of H e t h " -  a Hittite - 
who sold the Prophet Abraham the land to 
bury his beloved wife Sarah. 

Who were the Hittites? Their discovery 
is still one of the most fascinating stories 
of the early archaeological and philologi- 
cal explorations of the Middle East. The 
ruins of their once monumental palaces 
and temples, their rock-reliefs in the mid- 
dle of the wilderness of the Anatolian 
steppes, and their stone inscriptions in the 
least expected places were known by local 
people but overlooked, or ignored, by Eu- 
ropeans. 

It took scholars almost a whole century 
to achieve a degree of certainty in reading 
the hieroglyphic Hittite-Luvian script, as it 
was called. 

The royal archives of Tell eI-Amarna, a 
city occupied between 1375 and 1360 
BCE,'comprised the official letters of two 
Egyptian pharaohs, Amenhotep III and 
Akhenaton, and included some 400 
cuneiform tablets, mostly in the Akkadian 
language - the lingua franea of the Middle 
East in the second mil lennium BCE. 
Among them, however, there were also 
some tablets written in the Hittite lan- 
guage. Since both the Bible and Egyptian 
written sources referred occasionally to the 
Hittites as a power comparable to Egypt 
itself, scholars concluded that something 
like a Hittite empire must have existed in 
Anatolia sometime in the second millen- 
nium BCE. 

The texts uncovered in Anatolia opened 
up a new chapter in the history of ancient 
civilizations, written by the Hittites and 
other Indo-European p e o p l e s -  Luvians 
and Palaians - who arrived in Asia Minor 
at the end of the third millennium BCE or 
a little later. The land they came from and 
the route they took in their search tot a 
new homeland are still  among the un- 
solved mysteries of the past. Might they 
have come from the vast steppes of Russia, 
as Turkic tribes did some 30 centuries 
later? Or were they from the once dense 
forests of Europe? The search for those an- 
swers is still on. 
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Wherever they came from, it seems that 
the Indo-Europeans' infiltration into Asia 
Minor was rather peaceful, in spite of 
some violent local conflicts described in 
the archives of Bogazkoy. The Hittites set- 
tled down mostly in central Anatolia. 

Anatolia was not empty when the 
Hittites arrived. The Anatolian cultures of 
the time were relatively rich but small 
communities whose royal tombs have been 
discovered in such places as Alaca Huyuk 
and Horoztepe. Gold, silver and bronze ob- 
jects from these tombs are considered to be 
of equal or higher quality than the treas- 
ures tound in ancient Egypt or 
Mesopotamia. These people spoke Hattie - 
a [anguage of different structure than Indo- 
European or other languages known from 
the area. Because we have few texts or 
other clues, this language, and the identity 
of its speakers, are still a matter of specu- 
lation, but we do know that the Hattie 
people, and the land of Hatti, became part 
of a new political entity known as the 
Hittite Old Kingdom in about 1650 BCE. 

The kingdom founder, Hattusilis 1, re- 
built the city of Hattusas -destroyed and 
cursed by the pre-Hittite ruler of the area - 
and proclaimed in hi~ capital. Here, in 
Hattusas, now known as Bogazkoy, the 
cuneiform texts of the ancient Hittite kings 
spoke again some 35 centuries later. 

Hattusilis I set up the rules and direc- 
tions for the future development of his 
kingdom. The Hittites would rule in a flex- 
ible way, accepting the customs, traditions 
and deities of any land which became part 
of their growing empire, tlence, the Hittite 
kingdom is often called the "kingdom of 
thousands of gods." All the deities, those 
of the conquerors and those of the con- 
qucred, were to be worshipped in their 
own languages and according to their own 
customs. They were left as rulers of their 
l a n d s -  although their earthly representa- 
tives had to reeognise Hittite suzerainty. 

The originally small Hittite kingdom of 
Central Anatolia soon grew beyond Asia 
Minor. The Hittites looked with interest to 
Syro-Palestine and even to the famous 
civil isations of Mesopotamia. In 1595 
BCE the grandson and successor of 
Hattusi[is I, Mursilis I, took northern Syria 
and the city of Aleppo. In the same cam- 
paign he conquered Babylon, putting an 
end to the first Babylonian dynasty of 
Hammurabi. But though his military suc- 
cess was very impressive, its effects did 
not last. Mursilis was murdered on his re- 

turn to Hattusas, and shortly thereafter the 
kingdom of the Hittites was once again 
limited to central Anatolia. 

The Hittites organised themselves again 
to conquer the world. The New Hittite Em- 
pire is usually dated to the period between 
1180 BCE. Suppiluliumas I of  the 14th 
century BCE made Anatolia and Northern 
Syria his dominion. He did not repeat 
Mursilis 's mistake of moving into an area 
which he could not directly control. In- 
stead, through the most immediate 
conquests and a whole system of alliances, 
he founded a kingdom whose strength and 
wealth surpassed that of  any other nation 
of the period. Even an Egyptian queen, 
alone after the death of her husband, asked 
Suppiluliumas to send one of his sons for 
her to marry. 

Another ruler of the Hittite Empire, 
Muwatatlis, had a less than friendly brush 
with Pharaoh Ramses II. l~oth the Hittites 
and the Egyptians were so interested in the 
political and economic importance of the 
Syro-Palestine area between them that 
conflict was inevitable. Their two armies 
met in one of the most famous battles of 
history, at Kadesh on the Orontes River in 
about 1286 BCE. 

The results of the battle, which con- 
firmed the status quo in the Middle East - 
the division of influence in Syro-Palestine 
between Egypt and Anatolia - were sealed 
some 16 years later by an international 
treaty signed by Hattusilis III and Ramscs 
II. The treaty also represents one of the 
last attempts to keep the growing power of 
the Assyrians of what is now northern lraq 
out of the area controlled by the Hittites 
and the Egyptians. 

However, it was not Assyria which 
caused the fall of  the Hittite Empire. The 
blow was delivered by the so-called "Sea 
People", a group of possibly Indo-Euro- 
pean tribes of disputed origin who attacked 
much of the Middle East by land and sea 
around 1200 BCE. Eventually these people 
were stopped by Pharaoh Ramses III just 
at the borders of his own kingdom, but the 
damage was done. The Hittite kingdom 
was destroyed, along with many famous 
cities of the Anatolian and Syro-Palestin- 
inn coast. However, Hittite cultural 
traditions were kept alive for the next few 
hundred years in the so-called Neo-Hittite 
states of southern Turkey and northern 
Syria. And the ruins of many of their con- 
structions can be admired all over 
Anatolia. 

Among them is the capital of  the Hittite 
kingdom, Hattusas, located 200 kilometres 
east of  Ankara. It's hard to imagine that 
such a fabulous city with so much protec- 
tion was destroyed and rebuilt more than 
once. It's even harder to imagine that its 
constructors were forgotten for 30 centu- 
ries. 

There are many places in modern Tur- 
key where one can still see and touch the 
fabulous past of the first recorded Indo-Eu- 
ropeans -  the Hittites. Although forgotten 
for many centuries, they are finally getting 
the recognition due them for their contri- 
bution to the history of humankind. Their 
power was once at least equal to that of 
pharaonie Egypt; now their fame may also 
grow as great, as we search for our past in 
the beauty of the Turkish landO 
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A Tribute to 
David and Rachel Sasson, 

Headmasters of the Alliance Schools, 
Baghdad, 1923-1936 

by Henri Sasson, Brussels 
My father, David Sasson, was b~)rn in  Tehe- 

ran in t888 and came from a large but poor 
fami ly  of  10. 

As a boy, he  went  to the local  Al l iance  
School and upon complet ion of  his  studies in  
1904, was sent by the Al l iance  Ix) complete his  
education and train as a teacher in the Ecole 
Normale Israelite Orientale in Paris. 

It was the usual  l~)licy of  the All iance in  
those early days t~ select promis ing  students 
f rom various sch~×)ls, place them in  the F, cole  
Normale in Paris and send them back as teach- 
ers to serve in al l  the i r  school  network 
throughout North Africa, Greece, Turkey and 
the Middle East. 

In 1909, m y  father got  his  f irst  posting as a 
teacher at the All iance in Cairo. There he met 
and married m y  mother,  Rachel Niego, who was 
also a teacher at the Alliance sch(×fl fi~r girls. 

My mother  was born in Istanbul in  1890 and 
fol lowed the same educational course as my  fa- 
ther, f irst  at the Al l iance  school in  Istanbul, 
then at the Ecote Normale des Fil les in Paris. 

I f  such courses nowadays appear rather run 
o f  the mi l l ,  one should imagine the amount  of  
courage and determinat ion shown by both par- 
ents and chi ldren in the 1900s to al low a young 
boy, let alone a young gir l ,  in  their  early teens, 
to travel ahme in Paris for  four  years and subse- 
quent ly  to travel ,  also alone,  to work in 
unknown and distant countries. 

My parents married in Cairo in 1912 and in  
1914 they were posted, this t ime as headmas- 
ters, to the newly opened Al l iance  school in  
Mosul. Travel l ing  from Cairo to Mosul at the 
outbreak o f  World War I was also an epic ad- 
venture. Mosul was then under Turkish rule and 
one can still  read rclmn'ts my father ~ n t  at the time 
t~) the Alliance in Paris about the incredible hard- 
ships of  l ife under Ottoman domination. 

i n  1915, m y  sis ter  Jeanette was born in 
Mosul. She can he seen as a y~mng gir l  o f  10 in  
the front row o f  the picture taken in Baghdad at 
the Laura Kadoorie school fi)r g i r l s  in 1925 
(which appeared on the centre pages o f  Scribe 
No. 62). 

In 1920, m y  parents were l~s ted  to Tantah 
in Egypt where my brother Albert was born. i n  
1922 they were sent to open an Al l iance  school 
in Jaffa, Palestine. This  posting was somewhat  
a chal lenge because in the years fo l lowing  the 
Balfour Declaration, some o f  the leaders o f  the 
Jewish communi ty  in  France (many of  whom 
were on the tx)ard o f  the All iance) had mixed  
feel ings  about the practical application o f  Zion- 
ism in the fear that it migh t  create in their  view. 
and in the views o f  their  non-Jewish friends, 
confl ic t ing problems o f  dual allegiance. 

At that t ime,  Tel  Aviv  was jus t  being 
fi)unded ~m the dunes north o f  Jaffa and some 
dcnu)nstrat ions took place in Allenh~ Street 
~ben  it became known that the Allian~.'¢ was 

about to open a sch(×fl in  Jaffa. However, al l  
went  wel l  and the school eventual ly  became a 
big success. 

In appreciat ion o f  thei r  ach ievements  in  
Jaffa, my  parents were posted to Baghdad in  
1923, my father as headmaster o f  the All iance 
boys' school and my  mother as headmistress o f  
the Laura Kadoorie school for girls. The Bagh- 
dad tx~sting was at that t ime one of  the most  
important in the career o f  the All iance.  With its 
two schools total l ing atxmt 2,500 pupils (Jews 
and a few Moslems), its synagogue and also the 
Nuriel Wakouf  Trust estates g iven  to its cus- 
tody, the Al l iance  soon became not on ly  a 
landmark o f  the Jewish communi ty ,  but also a 
centre o f  social progress and western culture 
which the nascent Iraqi state liked to acknowl- 
edge. King Feisal visited the schools in  1925, 
the year  o f  my  birth,  together  wi th  h is  son 
Ghazi  and the Prime Minister. 

So many  memor ies  are l inked with the 
events o f  those days. I remember v iv id ly  how 
we once got lost in the desert in  I932 when my 
father had to go for an inspection of  the Wakouf 
estates near Hi l leh .  On the way back, we 
stopped in Babylon  to see the Arch o f  
Ctesiphon and also to v is i t  the ruins  which were 
then just  beginning to be excavated by a French 
archaeological  team. Soon after  l eav ing  
Babylon, a sandstorm started and so rudimen- 
tary were the roads that the driver lost his  way 
as n ight  was fa l l ing.  We had with us in the ear 
Dr. Rubitehek, an ophthalmologist  f r iend o f  the 
fami ly ,  who txied to f ind the r ight  direction by 
the stars. And I can st i l l  hear the plaintive voice 
o f  the driver who kept asking in  Arabic: "I:h~c- 
tor Bey, which way should I go?" 

After all that happened in the region and in- 
deed through(rot the Middle East since those 
days, it  is d i f f icul t  Ix) realise today how much 
the newly founded state o f  Iraq owed to its 
population o f  about 180,000 Jews and also to 
such insti tutions as the Alliance. It  would take 
days o f  research to compile the services ren- 
dered by the Jews o f  Iraq to their  country o f  
birth in the fields o f  economy, culture and so- 
c ia l  welfare.  But  perhaps the l ive l ies t  and 
shortest way to sum it al l  up is the f i f l lowing 
story told to us by my  father who heard i t  f rom 
a first-hand source. 

In the early twenties, a delegation of  Bri t ish 
officials  came over to Baghdad from London to 
negotiate oi l  concessions with the government  
o f  Iraq. Eventual ly an agreement was reached 
whereby the newly-created lraq Petroleum com- 
pany would  get  exc lus ive  explora t ion and 
exploitat ion r ights  in return for which the IPC 
would pay to the Iraqi government  annuit ies o f  
5 mi l l ion  pounds sterl ing a year for  the duration 
o f  the l i fe  o f  the company.  On the day the 
agreement was to be signed, the Iraqi f inance 
minis te r  before appending h is  signature,  said 
that he wanted the word "'gold" to he inserted 
between the f igure 5 mi l l ion  and pounds ster- 
ling. The Brit ish delegation was puzzled and 
did not understand the meaning  o f  this request_ 
They said that the only pound sterl ing then in 
existence was the gold-backed pt~und, that there 
was zl~ ~ttler t×~und to create possihle confusi~n 

and therefore failed to see the reason for this 
last-minute change. Nevertheless, the Iraqi fi- 
nance minis ter  insisted and in the end got  his  
way. The  sentence was modi f ied  to read: "5  
mi l l ion  gold pounds ster l ing".  One can easily 
imagine the tremendous consequences this last- 
minute  word had on the treasury o f  Iraq in  later 
years when the pound was switched o f f  the gold 
standard. 

But  this story would not  have its fu l l  impact 
wi thout  adding that the name o f  the Iraqi fi- 
nance minis ter  o f  the t ime was Sasson Heskel 
Effendi ,  that he was Jewish and a graduate of  
the Alliance. 

In 1936, David  and Rachel  Sasson were 
posted to Haifa after hav ing  spent 13 f rui t fu l  
years in Baghdad. They were replaced by Mr 
and Mrs A. Laredo. We left  Baghdad in  July 
1936 for pre-Israel Palestine which was then in 
the midst  o f  v io len t  mandatory confl ic ts  be- 
tween the Arabs, the Bri t ish  and the Jews. In 
the same year my  brother Albert  went to Lon- 
don to study in  Imper ia l  Col lege  where he 
graduated as an oil  engineer  in  1942. He spent 
h is  whole career working for Shell  in  such far- 
away places as Trinidad,  Indonesia, Venezuela 
and Nigeria. He is now n:tired and living in Surrey. 

My parents served at the newly-opened All i-  
ance school in Haifa  which was then situated in  
Herzl Street in Hadar Hacarmel. In 1951 they 
retired after 40 years o f  vocational dedication to 
the basic principle (ff the All iance as formulated 
by its founders in  1868, namely  to come to the 
help o f  the Jewish  communi t i e s  which  were 
then l iv ing  in the Orient under poor conditions. 
The f irst  practical step was to give them an edu- 
cation. Once provided with a proper education, 
al l  the other imprewements were bound to lot- 
low. This  concept proved to be absolutely r ight  
in al l  the countries where the Al l iance  estab- 
l ished schools, f rom Noah  Africa, throughout  
the Mediterranean countries up to Persia. No- 
where could better just i f icat ion be found than in  
Baghdad, Mosul and Basrah. 

In recognit ion o f  services rendered to French 
culture, the French government  awarded them 
in 1949 the orders o f  Officiere d'Acad~mie, Of- 
f ic ier  de l ' lns t ruc t ion  Publique and the M~daille 
d 'nonnenr .  

Having been in  Haifa since 1936 we had the 
pr ivi lege to assist and participate in the creation 
o f  the state o f  Israel in May 1948. Those were 
unforgettable days. I remember a speech made 
by Ben Gur ion at a gathering in  Haifa where he 
said we had not got  much but we did have an 
invincible weapon. When we asked what i t  was, 
he replied: Aleph Bet  which are the Hebrew ini- 
tials for  Eta Brera (There is no other option). 

My parents left Haifa in  1958 to come and 
live with me and my wife  in  Brussels. My fa- 
ther  died in Brussels  in  Augus t  1962. My 
mother  l ived unt i l  the age of  95 and she died in 
Brussels in April  1985. 

They went away with the feel ings  they had 
had throughout  their l ives that they were leav- 
ing behind not only members of  their  f ami ly  but 
also scores o f  other chi ldren throughout  the 
world for whom they cared and loved no less 
than their  o w n l  

1 9 3 5 -  F a r e w e l l  p a r t y  g ive n  in  I l agh t l a t l  l o r  Mr .  ,~as~ml, t'cutrL' f r on t  r~)w. 
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A Barmitzvah homily 
The following is a homily prepared by Haham Ezra Dangoor of Baghdad.on the occasion of the Barmitzvah of his eldest son Reuben 

Sion which occurred on the day preceding Shavuoth-  6 Sivan 56~44 = Thursday 29 May 1884. 
Extrac ts  f rom a t ransla t ion from the Hebrew original  kindly made by Professor Raphael  Loewe. (Snch sermons, a l though 

prepared in Hebrew, would have beel~ deIivered part ly in Arabic): 
Why, fol lowing a midrashic adage, 

should a father declare when his son 
reaches the age of 13, "Blessed be He who 
has discharged me from responsibility for 
penalties incurred by this my son"? A mi- 
nor's actions are of no account, he not 
being obIigated to observe the command- 
ments, ttow, then could the father incur 
any vicarious penalty for his son? An an- 
swer is suggested by Prov. 17,6 "children's 
children are the crown of the aged and the 
glory of children are their fathers." The 
sages hold that whereas a son can confer 
title to some advantage on his father, the 
converse does not hold; if the son is a 
righteous man this is an advantage to his 
father, whereas the only thing that a son 
derives is the gIory, in general terms, of 
his forbears. If the children are righteous 
they indeed constitute a crown for their 
eiders. 

Why is it that God so disposed that the 
son can confer benefit on his father, but 
not vice versa? From man's very birth the 
evil inclination enters him - "sin crouches 
at the door" (Gem4,7): the inclination to 
good comes only when, at the age of 13, 
he becomes obligated by the command- 
ments. But why should he not be thus 
obligated, and thus open to the influence 
of the good inclination, from birth? It is 
for the same reason that Israel did not re- 
ceive the Torah immediately on their 
redemption from Egypt. Those who have 
long dwelt in darkness are dazzled by sud- 
den exp(~sure to intense light; their 
becoming accustomed thereto must be 
gradual. Hence our formulation of the 
daily morning prayer "Who gives f ight to  
the world and its inhabitants in mercy," i.e. 
were the sun to rise in its fall strength in a 
single instant nothing could sustain the 
sudden change. God's mercy consists in 
ordaining that the (lawn is a gradual proc- 
ess. Our ancestors, who bad long been 
sunk in the impurities of Egypt, could 
hardly be purified and prepared to receive 
the holy Torah in one fell swoop. Conse- 
quently God waited for seven weeks, 
(luring which time they should get rid of 
their impurities and prepare their hearts to 
serve their Creator in holy purity. 

The same principle appIies here. Birth 
is a matter of crass matter only - the new- 
born has many disadvantages and lacks all 
the real good things - knowledge and ethi- 
cal sense, etc.: he is not yet ready for the 
Torah and commandments. But right from 
the outset his father is responsible for initi- 
ating him into the commandments and 
setting him on the right course for life so 
that he may become equipped by a devel- 
oping intellect; and then, on his reaching 
the age of 13, the good inclination enters 
him and he thereby becomes suitable for 
the Torah and its commandments, being 
henceforth obligated by them. But we may 
still wonder why not till his 13th year. By 
the time a child is six he has sufficient 
knowledge to receive education. But God 
waits a further seven years, while the child 
sloughs otT his physical impurities, and 
when he is properly equipped and corn- 
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plete then, and then only does the g o o d  
inclination enter him and he becomes obll: 
gated by the Torah and its commandments. 

So much, then, for our question why the 
son can confer benefit on the father but not 
vice versa. Since the father has the respon- 
sibility of initiating and training his son 
before he reaches his 13th birthday, as the 
boy grows up and at thatdate becomes ob- 
ligated by the commandments, being duly 
prepared for this responsibility, he there- 
upon gains the extra support of the good 
inclination in striving for moral-perfection. 
At this stage it is a case of "measure for 
measure": God repays the father for all his 
effort, conferring upon him the benefit of 
satisfaction at his son's developing charac- 
ter, seeing that it was thanks to the father's 
endeavour that the son has progressed. It is 
thus reasonable that the father should be 
the co-beneficiary of his son's reward. Bat, 
per contra, how could any merit of the fa- 
ther's own confer title to advantage therein 
on his son? 

However, the corollary of the assertion 
quoted at the beginning of this discourse 
has rather mere serious implications. Sup- 
pose that a gather has fulfilled his task in 
training his son and setting him on the 
right path of life, but when the lad reaches 
the age of 13 he deviates therefrom and 
commits some transgression. Clearly, no 
associative penalty can fall on the father, 
who has done all that he could to educate 
his son in Torah. On the other hand, 
should the father have failed to give him 
such an education up to the age of 13, then 
should the lad on attaining that age nat fol- 
low the way of the Torah and commit 
sundry transgressions, the father will him- 
self bear some measure of his son's 
sinfulness, having contributed to the lat- 
ter's wrongdoings through his early failure 
to provide a training in Torah and the 
commandments. Hence the full context 
from which our starting question was 
taken: "Rabbi Eleazar said, a man has to 
concern himself with his son (i.e. teach 
him the Torah and commandments) until 
he is 13, and thereafter has to say 'Blessed 
be He who has discharged me from re- 
sponsibility for penalties incurred by this 
my son'." Tl~at declaration refers exclu- 
sively t o  penalties for transgression 
incurred by the son after attaining the age 
of 13, provided always that the father has 
previous to that fully discharged his paren- 
tal obligations. 

This prompts me to suggest an interpre- 
tation of the beginning of Psalm 119: 
"Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who 
walk in the law of the Lord. Blessed are 
they that keep his testimonies, and that 
seek him with their whole heart. Indeed, 
they do no iniquity; they walk in his ways. 
It is Thou who has Commanded us to keep 
thy precepts diligently." If a boy, prior to 
his 13th birthday, has received a proper 
education in Torah and the right way of 
life, and on his reaching the age of reli- 
gious responsibility, is accorded the 
additional support of tile good inclination 
to resist .the evil one, one need have no 

concern test his heart be turned to the way 
of evil: on the contrary, he will progres- 
sively increase his range of ethical 
qualities, since prior to his acquisition of 
the good inclination on entering on his re- 
ligious responsibilities he will, thanks to 
his training,, not have deviated from the 
way of the Torah, how much more will 
this prove to be the case thereafter. That is 
the meaning of "blessed are the undefiled 
in the way, who walk in the law of the 
Lord." It is minors who may be styled 
"undefiled in the way", their way being in- 
nocent inasmuch as they do not yet qualify 
for reward or punishment but nonetheless 
walk in the .law of the Lord; and this 
proves to be to their subsequent advantage 
when they become liable for their religious 
responsibilities. It is then that they may be 
called "blessed are they that keep his testi- 
monies," since they seek God 
wholeheartedly, steadfast in the love of 
Him. The psahnist repeats the point, "in- 
deed, they do no in iqu i ty" -  that is, whilst 
as yet minors and still not liable to reward 
or punishment should they not implement 
the Torah, nevertheless "they walked in his 
ways." And later on, at the time when 
"Thou hast commanded thy precepts," i.e. 
on their reaching the age o f  13, it is cer- 
tain that they will keep them diligent@. 
And the text continues (PsJ19,5) "wouM 
that my ways may be directed to keep thy 
statutes" - i.e. it is my prayer that worldly 
concerns may not distract me from finding 
it in my heart to keep thy statutes. 

"The stone which the builders rejected 
is become the headstone of the corner" 
(Ps.118,22). Israel is called, metaphori- 
cally, a stone (of Gen.49,24). A Jewish 
boy, before he becomes barmltzvah, is re- 
jected by the builders, i.e. he cannot be 
counted for minyan in connection with any 
sacred ceremony; but on reaching the age 
of 13 he becomes the headstone of the cor- 
ner, i.e. the equal for such purposes of any 
ether Jew; hence the text continues "this is 
the Lord's doing, in that God has injected 
into him the good inclination .and hence- 
forth he is obligated to fulfil  the 
commandments." But "it  is marvelIous in 
our e y e s " -  marvelIous, i.e. something 
concealed from our physical observation. 
The access of the good inclination adds no 
visible advantage, but .we know, in virtue 
of our belief in what our mystic lore tells 
us, that "this is the day which the Lord 
hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in 
i t " -  the rejoicing over fulfilment of a 
mitzvah. And so we pray for my son that 
God will ever deliver him from the evil 
inclination and cause him to prosper in the 
Torah and its precepts. 

May God grant us the privilege of hav- 
ing planted in our hearts his law and his 
love; may His fear be ever before us, to 
keep us from sin; and may this book of the 
Torah never depart from our mouth; and 
may we prove worthy to enjoy the light 
that shines from the countenance of the 
King of life. AmenO 
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1926-  Community notables vfsittug the Alliance School for Girls, Baghdad. 

In the picture appear 3rd from le~ Mr Sasson, Director of Alliance School for Boys; Lawrence Kadoorie; Menahem Daniel; - ; Mine Abraham Nahom (in 
front); Prime Minister Jaafar Pasha AI-Askari; Sir Elly Kadoorle (he returns to Baghdad after 49 years absence); Horace Kadoorie; Mine Sasson, Directrice 
of the School; - ; Sion Dangoor (holding paper). 
Second row: Yusef Moshi~ Saleh Shlomo; Yehuda Zeloof. 

T h e  A r a b i c  S h o r t  S t o r y  b y  Jewish  
A u t h o r s  in  I r a q  

by Reuven Snir (Haifa University) 

The First World War and the British oc- 
cupation of Iraq heralded a new era in 
which the leaders of its Jewish community 
upheld the efforts towards building a new 
state for all its citizens - Muslims, Chris- 
tians and Jews. As an organic and vital 
part of  Iraqi society, the Jews were at the 
vanguard of modernisation and Westerni- 
sation, all in the belief that the Jewish 
community woutd endure. The barriers be- 
tween Jews and Arabs were gradually 
beginning to fall, and in contrast to the 
past, Jews began to interact in political, so- 
cial and economic, as well as intellectual 
and cultural spheres of Iraqi life. 

Indeed, one of the most interesting phe- 
nomena in the history of twentieth century 
Iraqi Jewry was their Arabic literature. 



W h y  I am a Jew 
by Naim Dangoor 

In 1930 when I was at Shamash School 
in Baghdad, our Hebrew teacher, Adon  
Rosen, spoke to us of a new book called 
Mipnei Mah Ant  Yehudi "Why I am a Jew" 
and asked us to write an essay on this 
theme. 

My essay consisted of one sentence: "I 
am a Jew because I was born a Jew". The 
teacher was displeased with my terse offer- 
ing which, he said, he did not expect from 
a member e f  a rabbinic family. But. I 
thought it was the honest truth and the 
whole truth. (Perhaps the question should 
have been phrased: Why I am happy to be 
a Jew). 

I was therefore most intrigued to find 
recently that in his Rerainiscet~ces, Victor 
Gollancz makes an ardent reference to the 
author of that book. He writes: 

I first met Edmond Flog in 1925 and we 
remained intimate friends tiIl he died in 
1963 at the age of 89. He was Swiss by 
birth but became a naturatised Frenchman 
after fighting for France in the 1914-18 
war. He loved France with a quiet and un- 
selfish intensity and he loved the Jewish 
people and everything Jewish, and when 
independence c a m e -  the Land of Israel. I 
have never read his book Ma France, Ma 
Palestine in which he deals with this dual- 
ity of devotion, but I am certain there was 
never any question in his case of a conflict 
of loyalties. 

He was a complete Jew and his Jewish- 
ness in my experience was unique. I have 
met Jews who are versed in and fascinated 
by Jewish lore but who do not believe in 
the Jewish or any other religion. I have 
also met Jews who are religious in the best 
sense but have no interest or less a liking 
for the okl Jewish practices, and I have of 
course met many Jews who detest being 
Jewish. Edmond was like none of these. 
He was a man of great spirituality but tic 
was totally un-Orthodox in his way of liv- 
ing. 

I had no contact with him during the 
war but kept in touch with him, so to say, 
by transIating and publishing a proud little 
book, Pourquoi je  suis J u i f  which Edmond 
had written in 1927 and dedicated to his 
grandson who was not yet born, and was 
never to be born. 

I shouId like to round off these para- 
graphs by setting down his conclusions to 
"Why I am a Jew" which illumines not 
only his fidelity to Judaism but his Jewish- 
ness: Sec the sublime design which is 
revealed at the very beginning and which 
from age to age is reallscd. 

Did the Greeks declare to the world in 
advance that they would show it Beauty? - 
the Romans that they would show it Law? 

See this people, paltry and sinful, an- 
nouncing what will he its history at the 
very bcginning of its history. 

See it choose the mission which 
• chooses it and walking with it in the way 

which it has foretold. 
See it, this people of eternal sinners, 

banished twice and surviving two disper- 
sions and, as commanded by its 
prophesies, bringing back from its first ex- 
ile the divine unity and preparing, by the 
second, human unity. 

.See it driven off the face of the earth 
always near to dying, and always finding 
some providential shelter to save it from 
death. 

See it bearing its truth, and, to keep it 
pure, suffering it to spread through the 
world in the light of the blazing stake. 

See it incarnating in its flesh, the two 
Ioves that torment it, and, at the very mo- 
ment when it gives itself, with.them, to aI1 
the nations of the earth, reconstructing, for 
its own survival still ,  the home of its 
memory and its hope, which is the univer- 
sal hope, And tell me if, in this unique 
history, you do not feel the eternal pres- 
ence of a thought and a will which had 
dictated its task to this people and have 
made its accomplishment possible, trying 
it by suffering, saving it in its trials, and 
guiding it step by step, from its grievous 
past to its triumphant future. 

For  me, my child, who  have  so lung 
sought  the proof  of the existence of  God, 
I have  found it in the existence of  Israel .  

I am a Jew, because born of Israel and 
having lost her, I have felt her live again 
in me, more living than myscff 

I am a Jew, because born of Israel and 
having regained her, I wish her to live af- 
ter me, more living than in myself. 

I am a Jew because the faith of Israel 
demands of me no abdication of the mind. 

I am a Jew because the faith of Israel 
requires of me all the devotion of my 
heart. 

I am a Jew because at every time when 
despair cries out, the Jew hopes. 

I am a Jew because the world of Israel 
is the oldest and the newest. 

I am a Jew because the promise of Is- 
rael is the Universal promise. 

I am a Jew because, for Israel, the 
world is not yet completed: men are com- 
pleting it. 

I am a Jew because, for Israel, Man is 
not created, men are creating him. 

I am a Jew because, above the nations 
and Israel, Israel places Man and his 
Unity. 

I am a Jew because, above Man, image 
of the divine Unity, Israel places the di- 
vine Unity, and its Divinity. 

Sometimes, my child, when I wander 
through a museum, and stand before all the 
pictures and statues and furniture and ar- 
mour, gathered there from every place and 
every age, I think that one or other of my 
ancestors may havc seen, touched or ad- 
mired one or other of these things, in the 
very place where it was made and at the 
very time when it was made. This 
Sumerian idol, peflmps the very one that 
Abraham broke when he left his Chaldean 
home to follow the call of his invisible 
God. And I say to myself, from this remote 
father, right up to my own father, all these 
fathers have handed on to me a Truth 
which flowed in their blood, which flows 
in mine, and shall I not hand it on, with 
my blood, to those of my blood? Will you 
take it from me, my child, will you hand it 
on? (Perhaps you will wish to abandon it. 
If so, let it be for a greater truth, if there is 
one). 

Whether you abandon it, or whether 
you follow it, Israel wilI journey on to the 
end of dayse 

• . .  A n d  w h y  I a m  

no t  a C h r i s t i a n  

Pakistani Michael Nazir-Ali, who re- 
cently became Bishop of Winchester, is 
the first non-white Anglican diocesan 
Bishop. He had been brought up in a Mos- 
lem family before he chose to become a 
Christian. At his inauguration last January 
he said that he considered it one of his 
main duties to convert Jews to Christian- 
ity. 

What next! We tell this modern apos- 
tate - Thanks a lot, but No, thanks! Keep 
away from us. We do not want to be con- 
verted. We know about Christianity long 
before you discovered it, and we don't  
want to be converted. Like a billion Mos- 
lems we don't believe in the Virgin Birth 
of Jesus, in his Crucifixion, his Resurrec- 
tion, or that hc was (God forbid) the son of 
God. Paul, who was the originator and 
propagator of main-stream Gentile Christi- 
anity, said I950 years ago and has been 
reiterated by Church leaders ever since, 
without Resurrection there is no Christian- 
ity. And that is that! 

Our assessment of Christianity is not 
new. The Jewish King Agrippa 1I of Judea, 
in the tolerant Jewish shift of that time, 
gave Paul a lengthy interview and listened 
carefully to his doctrine. He was amused 
but not impressed by what Paul had to say. 
When the Messiah comes we shall all have 
one Faith. In the meantime, you keep your 
religion and we shall keep ours. 

The" chutzpa of old-Moslem, new- 
Christian Nazir Ali  reminds me of an inci- 
dent 64 years ago involving my outspoken 
and intrepid Uncle Sion and an Iraqi Gov- 
ernment official, Thabit Abdul Nur, who 
switched from Christianity to IsIam. Thabit 
had called my uncle "old Jew" and my un- 
cle immediately retorted, "And you, Sir, 
are an d i d  Christian and a New Moslem!" 
Thabit took my uncle to. court for "blas- 
phemy"(!) and a fifty dinar fine was 
imposed. Even King Faisa[ could not pre- 
vail on him to drop his lawsuitO 

The Scribe is a precious diary of a peo- 
ple, a time, and a life well worth reading 
about. Each publication seems to jar my 
memories just enough to bring diet a frond 
of wonderful bltter-sweet feelings of days 
gone by and of wisdom long forgotten in 
our hassled and hectic Iives in the indus- 
trial world. • How I miss those wonderful 
did faces that grace the photos you publish 
... and how I long for those lazy afternoon 
rituals brewing the "Chat" and serving 
sembousak and babaa betamar, along with 
geben akra (Kurdish cheese similar to taste 
to fete cheese), Iet alonc the times we 
gathered around the "Tanour" to bake 
them, en familleO 

New York Samira Gaiter (nee Balass) 

I have received the first Scribe No.62 
through Naim Lawy, a friend of the family. 
Really it is a joy to read. f thank you very 
much for doing such a wonderful job in 
reviving the roots of our ancestors of 
which I am very proud. 

1 rake The Scribe with me wherever I go 
and show it to my friends here and thereO 

Ramat Gall Mrs P Aboody (Saati) 
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The duty of  Man 
from Reminiscences o f  Affect ion 

b y  Victor Gollanez. 
Were they right, I wondered, who told 

their disciples that the sole duty of Man is 
to praise our Creator? But No, they were 
wrong: The major duty of man is to coop- 
erate in the work of Creation. 

Our Rabbis with that passion for read- 
ing sermons in the minutia of Scripture 
expressed it like this: And Isaac asked the 
Eternal, King of the Universe, "When You 
made the light, You did say in Your Torah 
that it was good. When You made the ex- 
tent of the firmament and the extent of the 
earth, You did say in Your Torah that they 
were good. And every herb that You made, 
and every beast, You did say that they 
were good. But when You created Man in 
Your image, You did not say that he was 
good. Wherefore Lord?" And God an- 
swered him, "Because Man I have not yet 
perfected, and because through the Torah 
Man was to perfect himself, and to perfect 
the world[" 

Set/be: How can man perfect the 
world? Man is fast depleting the resources 
of the earth and creating more and more 
pollution. 

A time will soon come when our planet 
will  be over-populated, and people will  
fight each other for bare survival. Broth- 
erly love will go out by the window and 
the law of the jungle will prevailO 

A future for Socialism 
b y  J o h n  E R o m a i u  

R e u n i t i n g  the  Lef t  
edited by David Mll iband 

Soviet socialism is dead. The notions of 
class and exploitation need no longer be 
considered as central to socialism. The 
same goes for public ownership. 

The only sound argument for socialism 
is an egalitarian one. There is no mecha- 
nism for inducing innovation and 
improvement except market competition. 
So the only socialism worth considering is 
market socialism, but this can only have a 
marginal effect. 

You cannot gut the whole structure of 
socialism and just keep its facade. We 
have to  realise that both Socialism and 
Capitalism have failed and while it is de- 
sirable to prevent people from 
accumulating vast riches, this must not be 
done by hounding the rich individual, but 
by devising an economic system where 
vast amounts of wealth cannot be accumu- 
lated. 

In a nutshell, I suggest the following: 
1) Taxing all land values, government 

bonds and public loans, and all other 
fictitious values to vanishing point over 
a scale of fifty years. 

2) Treat money as it is meant to be a 
means of facilitating exchange of goods 
and services and not as a store of 
wealth. This is achieved by issuing 

• money in the name of the consumer and 
not in the name of the moneylender. 
Money should be dished out to people, 
free of charge, according to their recog- 
nised commercial needs. 
The Torah dealt very precisely with 

these two points by the 50-year Jubilee 
system and the ban on usury. No one after 
Moses realised their importO 

N.D. 

The meaning of  food in early 
Judaism and Christ ianity 

b y  Gillian Feeley-l-larnik 
Smithsonlan  Inst itution,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC. 

This was first published in 1981 under 
the title Eucharist and Passover  in Early  
Christianity. Its central thesis is that, in 
ancient Judaism, food was the language 
which expressed both the identity of the 
people and its belief in God. The various 
groups within Second Temple Judaism 
also used the language of food to distin- 
guish themselves within the main stream. 
One of these groups, the early Christian 
community, radically transformed the lan- 
guage about food in order to interpret the 
work of its Founder. The Gospels are seen 
as a Midrash on the Passover story, with 
the Last Supper being a prelude to the 
Christian Passover, namely, the crucifixion 
of Jesus. While the early Christians be- 
lieved themselves to be faithful to their 
Jewish heritage, their use of food language 
presented the Founder as a glutton who 
broke rules by eating with the wrong peo- 
ple, who substituted a human self-sacrifice 
for animal sacrifice and who commanded 
his followers to eat his flesh and Mood. 

J . W . R .  
• Scribe: The Jewish Passover Seder was 

not just a commemoration of  the events of 
the Exodus from Egypt, but was in fact 
meant to be a holy communion of the Be- 
lievers not open to non-JewsO 

lraq - My Testimony 
b y  Esther Mercado 

PO Box 2873, 
Ramost Gan 52128 

These memoirs by Esther Mereado are 
based on her diary which she began writing 
when only 13 years old. Written between 
1948 and t951, they reveal the tragedy ex- 
perienced by a whole generation of Iraqi 
Jews after the Second World War, who be- 
came victims of the Fascist  and Nazi 
movements which flourished under the 
protection of the nationalist regimes. 

Mercado vividly recounts the events 
which took place among Iraqi Jewry during 
the 1940's; the pogrom of 1941, the influ- 
ence of the Second World War, the 
operations of the Zionist underground, fol- 
lowed by the massive aliya of the early 
1950's. The mass emigration to the Holy 
Land brought further pain to many Iraqi 
Jews as they were hastily dumped into 
camps of tents by a new fledgling state un- 
der siege from its hostile Arab neighbours. 
The author describes the poor conditions in 
the camps where her family initially set- 
tled. Despite the hard times, Mercado 
stresses that although life in Israel has been 
difficult for the Iraqi Jews, the community 
now lives in a state of relative prosperity. 
She concludes with the positive message 
that due to their great efforts and hard 
work Iraqi Jews now form an integral part 
of  Israeli life. 

Mercado's work is a l iving testimony of 
a harrowing period of upheaval and perse- 
cution through the eyes of a young Jewish 
girl  who survived to pass on the value of 
her experiences to future generationsO 

Siegfried Sassoon 
In the May 1994 issue of The Scribe 

No.61, I published my correspondence with 
The Queen in which I made reference to 
Siegfried Sassoon, poet of the First World 
War, and published two of his moving po- 
ems, 

I was therefore interested to note that in 
her Christmas Message to the Common- 
wealth, which was broadcast worldwide on 
Radio and Television, Her Majesty referred 
to Siegfried Sassoon. She said: "The poet 
Siegfried Sassoon, amidst all  the horrors of 
war, still found himself  able to write these 
words: 'Everyone's voice was suddenly 
lifted; And beauty came like the setting 
s u n ' . "  

Tbe two lines are from Everyone Sang, 
written in 1919: 
Everyone suddenly burst  out  singing; 
A n d  I was filled with such delight 
A s  prisoned birds must  f ind in freedom. 
Winging wildly across the white 
Orchards and dark-green fields; 
on-on-and out  o f  sight. 
Everyone's voice was suddenly lifted; 
A n d  beauty came like the setting sun: 
My heart was shaken with tears; 
and horror 
Drifted away ... O! but  Everyone 
W a s  a bird; a n d  the song was 
wordless; the singing will never be done.  

According to The Times, this was the 
first time in 55 years that a poet was 
quoted in the Sovereign's Christmas mes- 
sage. In t939, as Britain ventured into the 
Second World War, King George VI 
quoted from a poem entitled The Gate o f  
the Year, published privately in 1908 by 
Marie Louise Haskins, a lecturer at the 
London School of Economics. He quoted: 
I said to the m a n  who stood at the Gate of  
the Year, 
"Give Me a light that I may  tread safely into 
the nnknown." 
A n d  be replied "Go out  into the darkness, 
and pot  your hand into the Hand o f  God 
That shall be to yon better than  light, and 
safer than a known way." 

I recently noted that these words are en- 
graved on the entrance to King George's 
sepulchre in the Chapel of Windsor 
CastleO N.D. 
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Sitting, Teachers. (!  to r): l)  Reuben Ezra Yehuda; 2) Aharon Darwish; 3) Barukh ...; 4) El[ahou ...; 5) Ezra Twena; 6) ... Dahan; 7) Menashe Eza Zelouf 
(Headmaster); 8) ... Gabbay; 9) Sassoon ...; 10) Heskel Uzair; 11) Barukh ...; 12) Sassonn Mizrahi. 

Front row (l  to r): 13)-; 14) -; 15)-; 16)-; 17) -; 18)-; 19) -; 20)-; 21)Naim Reuben Battat; 221 Meir Sassoon Khadhourie; 23)-; 24) Yosef Muallim Hakham 
Saleh; 25) Abdulla Hakham Saleh; 26) Gabriel Hanuka; 27) Ella Uzair; 28) Yamen Shalom; 29) -; 

Leaning in front: left 31) Salim Menashe Zelouf; and right 32) Sami Menashe Zeloufe 

I would like to share the following in- 
formation with your readers. 

Jacob Mas l iyah ,  from Edmonton, Al- 
berta, Canada is pleased to announce that 
he has published a book in his field enti- 
tled: Electrokinetic Transport Phenomena 
published by Alberta Oil Sands Technol- 
ogy & Research Authority. 

Jacob graduated from Frank Iny Sec- 
ondary School in the 1960s in Baghdad. He 
left for London. He has been a Professor at 
the Department of Chemical Engineering, 
University of Alberta, since 1977. 

His wife, Odette (n6e Ishayek) and his 
three children Tamara, Ruth and Daniel, 
also live in Edmonton. The family is very 
proud of Jacob's accomplishmentO 

Edmonton Odette Masliyah 

Please discontinue sending us your 
journal. 

London Dutch Church 

Scribe: If you have any complaints to 
make, please send them to us so that we 
can publish it in our journalO 
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B a g h d a d  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  
I am greatly honoured and grateful to 

realise that you are doing so much by the 
Scribe to bring together our Babylonian 
community that has been scattered all over 
the world. The several pages of the Scribe 
make a lot to open our consciousness and 
remind us again and again of our roots. 
May your endeavour be remembered for- 
e v e r .  

I sat down this week and remembered 
Tah-t-A1-Takya with nostalgia so decided 
to describe my memories and feelings in 
order to share them with othersO 

Los Angeles Victor Ozair, M.Se., P.E. 

At the candy store there was a unique 
exhibition of sweet mouth-watering delica- 
cies like Baklawa, Zingoola, Massafan, 
Semesmii, Hagibada, Mulfoof, Buebe 
Kadrasi, Mtabbas, Halqoon, etc. And all 
these savoury items came in several varie- 
ties. 

A little further one confronts an exqui- 
site and intoxicating aroma from freshly 
baked pastries at a bakery shop. These pas- 
tries included Buebe-Abu-AI-Tamur or date 
cookies, Samboosak, Mulfoof and Booraq. 
A few steps later there was a pickle shop 

full with a gorgeous mixture of pickles 
made from turnips, beets, cucumbers, car- 
rots, eggplant, etc. In the middle of this 
shop there was a large barrel full with 
Amba or mango pickle. The intense odour 
from the pickle and the Amba flickered 
through the air blending with the aromas 
from the bakery shop, and a slight touch of 
smoke from the barbecue restaurants 
nearby. This mixture of aromas and smoke 
gave a thick air imbued with special fla- 
vour pertaining only to this enchanting 
Tah-t-AI-Takya. 

By the corner [ noticed an old man sit- 
t ing with a covered container. He was 
sel l ing some choice specialities. These 
were sweet hot and red beets freshly baked 
under burning charcoal. The man took out 
from the container one beet, glittering like 
a red ruby. He peeled it neatly and pre- 
sented it wrapped in a clean paper from a 
notebook. Next I met a merchant of an- 
other special delicacy. This was truly an 
appetite awakening and mouth watering 
one. It was the flavourful Kubba BurguL 
This corner looked crowded all through the 
day with customers standing and devour- 
ing the Kubba showing excitement and 
pleasuree 



Are they the tribe of 
Menashe? 

by Kurt  Fleisehmann 

Well, according to a recent report in the 
Jewish Chronicle 300 million Indians are 
claiming to be the descendants of the 
Tribe of Menashe. 

So when 1 could not get any further in- 
formation from the Jewish Chronicle, I 
tried the India Office and Library, and 
then, the IsraeIi Embassy who suggested i '  
contacted Professor Tudor Parfitt, the au- 
thor of The Thirteenth Gate, a book based 
on his travels among the Lost Tribes of 
Israel, at London University's School of 
Oriental & African Studies. 

I began my interview with the Professor 
by saying: "1 understand you are an expert 
on the Lost Tribes of Israel." 

Then Dr Parfitt modestly said that some 
people believed that. I toId him about the 
report in the Jewish Chronicle and then 
went on to ask hint: "Do you think, as an 
expert in the field, that there is actually 
any truth in this claim by 300 million Indi- 
ans that they are or even could be 
members of the Lost Tribe of Menashc? 

The professor hardIy hesitated, replying 
with one word, namely NO! 

He then, however, elaborated thus: 
"Not really ... It's quite a complicated phc- 
nomenon. But there is not really any 
historical connection between these people 
and the Ten Lost Tribes. Rather that they 
have taken the legend and applied it to 
themselves." 

I then interjected: "Do you then believe 
it's for economic reasons and not any reli- 
gious undertone?" 

Parfitt replied: "I don't think it's neces- 
sarily for economic reasons; nor the belief 
of 300 million, but perhaps a few hundred 
thousands; no matter what the reports 
claim. It's also a very recent thing, dating 
from the 1950s. There is also a so-called 
ancestor of these tribals. His name was 
Mannie Harsee, which may sound similar 
to Menashe. AIso as tribal people they 
don't  fit into the structure of Hinduism. So 
they come then into the same category as 
the Untouchables. And by becoming Jews 
they put themselves into a different cat- 
egory. A rather better one, in a sense. One 
that improved their status. And the idea of 
a Promised Land at the end, knowing that 
the Bene-lsrael, Jews of Western India, 
did go to Israel. The main idea is the seek- 
ing of a new identity." But there were 
other reasons: "They had been Baptists be- 
fore, for about 100 years, having been 
converted by Welsh Baptist missionaries 
in the early 19th century; and you can see 
that, since Baptists use the Old Testament 
rather than the New, they sort of learned to 
identify with Judaism, rather than Christi- 
anity, and by implication with the Jewish 
people and the Jewish State." 

When I interjected: "So you don't think 
there is really any proof that they could be 
what they claim they are?" 

Professor Parfitt replied: "I don't think 
there is any possibility at nit of their being 
connected with a genuine Lost Tribe of !s- 
racI." The professor went on stating: "In 
5~t all  of these claims are illusory, not 
genulne." 

When I said, "This, then, is just a fable, 

a fiction." Dr Parfitt admitted: "This is a 
very, very powerful myth, which is put 
into service for all kinds of reasons." 

f then interjected: "What about the 
Falashas, being the Lost Tribe of Dan?" 
To which the professor replied: "Histori- 
cally the claim is a complete Iot of 
nonsensc." '~Why, then, did the State of Is- 
rael not just admit them, but helped them 
to come to Israel?", I wondered. To this 
the professor replied: "They were let in not 
for historic reasons, but for halachic ones." 
And he admitted "that there were many 
biblical texts that give credence to the 
Falashas. Texts which arc accepted by the 
Rabbis, and consequently, IsraeI." But not, 
it was clear, by Tudor Parfitt, Professor of 
History. 

The news item that gave rise to this ar- 
ticle ended thus: "Indians, who claimed to 
be descendants from the tribe of Menashe, 
would not be encouraged to emigrate to Is- 
rael under the Law of Return," according 
to Israeli Absorption Minister Yair Tsaban. 

According to Naim Dangoor, editor of 
The Scribe, IsraeI needed to confront up 
the rising number of Arabs, and it did not 
greatly matter if they could actually prove 
their origin. 

He cites what Saudi Arabia is now do- 
ing: "They are now exporting 8 million 
tons of wheat every year, when they had to 
import all their food till recently." By us- 
ing new technology, probably obtained 
from IsraeI, directly or indirectly to econo- 
raise on the need for water. Thus turning 
the desert into arable land, as Israel is and 
has been doing. It was the Arab goat that 
ravaged the Middle East by eating the 
trees, and thus eroding the top soil. If 
Saudi Arabia, which is larger than the In- 
dian subcontinent became fcrtiIe, its 8 
million popuIation could become 100 mil- 
lion. So the miIlions of Indians could 
become very usefuI, even essential, m Isra- 
el 's survival, enabling Israel to compete in 
numbers.. 

We" should welcome people who want 
to be Jews even if they could not prove 
they were of the Tribe of Menashe or any 
tribe. 

Part of the trouble is due to Israel's use 
of the hostile Palestinians for cheap la- 
bour. If we had not used them they would 
have melted away into the neighbouring 
Arabian states. So why not use the Indians 
who want to be Jews and who seemingly 
want to live in fsraeI. 

It is not necessary to admit 300 million 
Indians tomorrow; we must however start 
today to try to convince people that israel 
needs an increased friendly population 
who want to be Jews and IsraeIis, in pref- 
erence to a hostile minority who come lbr 
mostly economic reasons. 

In any case, the Fatashas had practised 
Judaism tk~r eenturics previously® 

Indian tribes claim 
Jewish origin 

According to a piece published by the 
Sino-Jndaic Institute of California, tile 
Shinlung are a group of tribes of approxi- 
mately 2 mill ion people that reside in 
several northeastern Indian states. They 
also reside in Burma and Bangladcsh. 

Members of the Shinlung tribe believe 
they are descended from Menashe, and 
many wish to come back to their true Jew- 
ish roots and migrate to Israel. About 5000 
to 10,000 of these tribe members are ac- 
tively involved in practising Judaism, 
trying to follow the Torah and perform the 
mitzvot. 

The Shlnlung were "discovered" about 
100 years ago by Christian missionaries, 
who became excited when they realised 
that these people were probably Jews since 
they had customs very similar to the Jews, 
and felt they had the chance to convert 
these Jews to Christianity. With the help of 
British troops, these missionaries were 
able to rob the Shinlung of their religious 
treasures and destroy the Shinlung reli- 
gious hierarchy, thus preventing their 
religious leaders and potpie from perform- 
ing their own Jewish religious customs and 
practices. 

The Shhflung call their god Y'wa al- 
though some use the term Pathien. They 
have feast days corresponding to the Jew- 
ish holidays and an elaborate system of 
animal sacrifices resembling the Jewish 
sacrificial system. They practised levirate 
marriage (a man marries his deceased 
brother's widow), buried their dead simply 
(no cremations) and maintained the patri- 
archal system of inheritance. On the eighth 
day a newborn boy was sanctified. They 
also slaughtered an animal and drained its 
blood before eating it, and wore blue and 
white tsitsit. 

History 
According to the Shinlung the tribe of 

Menashe settled in Persia and were eventu- 
ally driven eastward to Afghanistan and 
then to China. Around 600 CE (some say 
during the time of the Mongol invasion) 
religious persecution forced them to flee 
from China and settle in Viemam, where 
they lived as cave dwellers (shinlung). 
During that time the Shinlung were con- 
tinually in a state of fear and of hunger 
and found it impossible to rest on Shabbat. 

They were eventually driven from Viet- 
nam by a Chinese king. They lost their 
Sorer Torahs and were forced to follow 
their traditions by memory. They wan- 
dered around Thailand and then through 
Burma for hundreds of years. Their priest- 
hood was preserved until the middle of the 
19th century, when Christian missionaries, 
supported by foreign troops, were able to 
end their traditions. Presbyterian mission- 
aries are active in the region. By I990 
many had been converted to Christianity. 

Thirty years ago a local prophet named 
Tanruma of Manipure began preaching to 
the Shinlung, saying that they would be 
destroyed if  they did not go back to thei'r 
old Jewish faith. He told them that they 
were all destined to return to israel. The 
return to Judaism started in Churachandpur 
in south western Manipur and has since 
spread throughout the area. SmaIl syna- 
gogues have been established around 
towns in the hnpha[ area. Those who have 
returned to Judaism but have had exposure 
to Christianity may still have some belief 
in Jesus, while others with Icss exposure 
will not have this belief. The Shlntung 
who presently want to go on aliyah do not 
have this belief and are eager to study 
Judaism® 

Page 23 



Nabucco 
by Simon Dangaor 

Last October the Romanian National 
Opera brought an exhilarating new produc- 
tion of Verdi 's  epic masterpiece to 
London's Royal Albert Hail. In the plot, 
which is not historically accurate, 
Nabucco, king of Babylon leads his army 
as they march on Jerusalem, leaving a 
wave of destruction in his wake. With the 
city seized, the Hebrews are enslaved and 
forced from their homeland into exile. This 
monumental tale of revenge, destruction 
and jealousy is bri l l iantly recounted in 
Verdi 's celebrated work, which features 
the classic 'Chorus of the Hebrew slaves'. 

In Act One through passionate cho- 
ruses, the priests and people of Jerusalem 
lament their defeat at the hands of 
Nabucco, King of Babylon and beg 
Jehovah to prevent the capture• of the tem- 
ple. In an impressive solo, 'Sperate, o 
figli ' ,  Zaccaria exhorts them to have faith 
in God. Nabucco's troops fill the temple 
and desecrate the holy place while 
Nabucco taunts the defeated Jews. 

In the following act, the Jews have been 
carried captive into Babylon and Nabucco, 
away at the wars, has left Fenena as regent 
in his stead. The Hebrews are gathered to- 
gether in a room of the palace, and, in a 
noble example of Verdian prayer ('Tu sul 
labbro') Zaccaria invokes the guidance of 
God. Nabucco subsequently returns and 
proclaims himself  god, commanding the 
protesting Zaccaria and Fenena to bow 
down before him. There is a clap of thun- 
der, and the crown is tom from his head by 
a supernatural force. When the crowd has 
recovered from its consternation, the king 
is seen to be mad and Abigalle snatches 
the crown. 

In Act Three, Abigal le  has been in- 
stalled as Regent, with the support of  the 
priests who demand the death of the cap- 
tive Jews, amongst them Fenena. The 
second scene of the act takes place on the 
banks of the Euphrates, where the enslaved 
Jews sing the psalms of their lost father- 
hood. 'Va Pensiero' is the first of Verdi 's 
patriotic choruses, and its poignant melody 
is typical of  the composers writing in this 
vein. Zaccaria upbraids the Jews for their 
defeatist attitude and tries to galvanise 
them into life and resistance by prophesy- 
ing the imminent fall of  Babylon. 

In the final act Nabucco in prison wak- 
ens from a nightmare to hear the crowd 
down below crying, 'Death to Fenena'. 
Abdallo appears at the head of the guard 
and frees his master, who rushes out to res- 
cue his daughter. The scene changes to the 
place of execution. A funeral march is 
heard and Fenena has a beautiful prayer as 
she and the Jews prepare for death. The 
arrival of Nabucco and his followers ar- 
rests the sacrifice, the false idol is thrown 
down as if  by magic and all join in a 

• prayer of thanksgiving to Jehovah. The 
general rejoicing is interrupted by the ar- 
rival of Abigalle, who in her remorse has 
taken poison and presently dies, call ing on 
god for forgiveness. Zaccaria promises 
glory to his convert, Nabucco. 

The opera was hugely popular in the 
land of its birth. At the time of its opening, 
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Italy was suffering under Austrian suppres- 
sion. Italians compared themselves and 
their situation to the Hebrew slaves in cap- 
tivity. The chorus of the Hebrews slaves 
was even considered seriously as a possi- 
ble national anthem for Italy, so strongly 
did it enter the Italian psyche. It became 
one of the most popular tunes of the day. 

The Romanian National Opera, based at 
the National Opera House in Bucharest 
was founded in 1885 and has earned a 
reputation throughout Europe for produc- 
ing traditionally staged opera of the 
highest quality. Bringing a company of 
over 200 members and on their first ever 
tour of  the U.K., they made their London 
debut with this excellent production of 
Verdi 's  Nabucco. They delighted their 
Royal Albert  Hall audience, providing 
them with a rare opportunity to see this 
great operatic work performed by one of 
the most important companies to emerge 
from Eastern Europe. The performance 
was a great success with many present 
hai l ing it as the finest production of 
Nabucco that they had ever seen. The bril- 
l iant  Russian conductor Alexandru 
Samoila previously worked with the 
Moldova Opera Theatre and the Kirov Op- 
era Theatre, collaborating with many 
world famous singers and musicians before 
joining the Romanian National Opera in 
May ! 988. 

Nabucco was Verdi 's first great success 
and was the opera that established him as 
one of the leading composers of Itaty. 

There is no doubt that Nabucco repre- 
sented a tremendous advance on Verdi 's 
two earlier operas. The frequent and highly 
successful revivals which it has enjoyed in 
recent years prove that it is still very much 
a living force. Nabucco is important in that 
it represents Verdi 's first success, and in it 
he can be seen making a serious attempt at 
the musical portrayal of character. 

London Simon E E S Dangoar 

N.D. Adds: 
A b o u t  the Hal l  

In 1851 Queen Victoria 's  consort, 
Prince Albert organised the Great Exhibi- 

tion of British industry, and with the prof- 
its a large tract of  land was purchased 
which now houses the Victoria and Albert 
Museum as well as the Science, Geologi- 
cal, Natural History, Imperial College and 
the Royal Albert Hall. 

The building of the hall was financed 
by selling 1000 seats on a 999-year lease 
at £100 per seat. Until 1970 it was possible 
to buy these seats at £100. I personally 
bought a 5-seater box at £250. At a share- 
holders meeting 1 pointed out that the Hall 
was still insured for only £100,000[, the 
original cost of  the building. Imagine my 
surprise when the council decided to in- 
crease the cover 1000 times to £100 
million. Not only home to the Proms, the 
Albert Hall now hosts a multitude of popu- 
lar events including boxing championships 
and pop concerts as well as its traditional 
programme of classical concerts. A private 
box in the Albert Hall can now fetch as 
much as £400,000 and a ticket for the last 
night at the Proms is a snip at a mere 
£1000! 

A b o u t  the writer  
Simon (Eddie) Dangoor has just gradu- 

ated from the University of Teesside with 
a BA (Hons) degree in English and Poli- 
tics. He co-founded and edited a magazine 
at college, and edited and contributed to 
his university magazine. He has also done 
extensive work experience at the B.B.C., 
New Statesman and Society magazine and 
local papers. Already, he has worked for a 
number of magazines on a freelance basis, 
contributing articles on a diverse array of 
subjects ranging from politics to sport. 
Simon is a keen sportsman. He won many 
medals at swimming galas representing his 
county and he is currently a member of a 
successful Sunday league football team. 
He is politically active, supporting groups 
including Amnesty International and 
Greenpcace. His interests outside writing 
include music and theatre and he attends 
concerts regularly, as well as supporting 
his favourite football club Spurs whenever 
he cane  

The Royal Albert Hall (Photograph by Naim Dangoor} 



I shall not forget 
thee, Babylon. 

When we  rclncmber the Babylonian Ex- 
ile we think of  how Nebuchadnezzar  led 
the cream of  the Jewish people captive to 
Babylon,  and how we sat down and wept  
by its many rivers, 

But  tha t  situation Iasted only a few 
years. Soon Jewish architects and engi- 
neers were  engaged  in i m p r o v i n g  and 
beaut i fying the capital and  young King 
Yehoyachin was released from imprison- 
ment  and given an exalted position, 

In Icss than fifty years, a bloodless pal- 
ace revcJlution, in which  Jews took an 

active part, brought in King Cyrus of Per- 
sia. Subsequently, many Jews returned to 
Zion to rebuild the Temple, but  the major- 
ity preferred to stay in the Land of the 
Rivers. They prnspered and grew in num- 
bers and occupied the central part of the 
country. Their numbers reached over one 
million and their strategic role was  the de- 
fence of the Persian Empire against attacks 
from the West. 

It was in this relaxed and secure atmos- 
phere that Judaism, as we know it today, 
blossomed and flourished® 

N.D. 

Centres of Rabbinical  schools and the 
boundary of Jewish Babylonia according 
to b.Qid. 71b, which obtained at the time 
of  the Arab conquest. 

Source: MichaeI Avi  Yona  Carta 's  At- 
las. Of  the period of  the Second Temple,  
the Mishnah and the Talmud.  
(Jerusalem 1966 = Carte). 
Ana,  Rawa,  Biram, Pumbedita, 
Anbar ,  Baghdata,  Ctesphon, 

Peruz, Shapur,  Akbara,  Awna,  
Mishkeni, Busra, Mahoza, 
Wulshpet, Husal, Metha Mehasia, 
Nipur, Herpnia, Mcshan, Apmir, 
Nah rawan ,  Sa ra  (The Exi larch 's  l aw 
court), Kafri, Nehardea, Hagronia,  Pure 
Nhara, Babylon, Nersh. 
Nahr Isa, Nahr Sarsar, Nahr Ma[ka, 
Nahr Kutha, Nahr Sure, Pure Nahra, 
Apmla,  Sheknesib® 

From 
"Les Cahiers de l 'Alliance 

Israelite Universelle'" 

Si je  t'oublie Babylone ... 

L'histoire du premier exil des Juifs .~ 
Babylone apr~s la destruction du  Temple par 
Nabuchodonosor onus est c .nnue  "3 travers 
los textes bibllqucs d 'Ezra  et de N6h6.mie. Le 
proph~te Ezra est d'ailleurs d~sign~ comme 
Ezra HaSofer~ Ezra te scribe. C~est en 
r6f6rence "2: ce pass~ que le journal  des de- 
scendants des Jnifs de babylone fi pris. son 
titre, The Scribe. 

Cette publication originate parait  depuL~ 
septembre 1971. On y lit des articles en 
anglais traitant de eette eommunaut6 bien 
partieuli6re des Jui~  origiuaires d ' I rak.  

Cos vingt-cinq stories out eu line impor- 
tance considerable pour l'ensemble da  
judaism¢, prineipalement marquis  par 
plusieurs courants ayant  leur source en 
Babylonle: los proph~ties de J~r~mie el 
d'Ez~chie!; la mission & E z r a  le scribe 
quit lant  Babylone pour J~rusalem en 458 
av.J.C.; los enseignements de Hillel I'Ancien, 
maitre babylonien s'imosant aux Pharisiens 
de J6rnsatem an  premier, si~cle av.J.C.;  
I'~laboration du Talmud de Babylone dens 
los acad6mies de Sure, Pumbcdita el 
Nebardea entre le detLxi~me et le troisi~me 
si~cles de notre 6re; los relatiorts fructueuses 
entre lcs sages babyloniens et espagnols 
de 'TAge d ' o r "  s6farade; et enfin la place 
pr~pon~rante des maltres de Babylone /i 
I'~peque de l 'Empire ottoman. 

Cependant, l'influenee des Juifs d ' I r ak  va 
diminuer dc la fin de I'Emplre ottoman/i la 
p6riode da  Mandat  brltannlque; puts c'esi le 
d6part d6finitif des 125,000 Julfs irakiens 
pour te tout jeune Estat dqsrai~l en 1951}. 
1951~ hJrs de l'op6ration "Ezra  et N~h~mle'. 
Vint.cinq stories embl~matiqncs, qui 
amen~rent une partie du peuple juif de"l'exil 
an retour .h Si.n.  

Los lieux de p~lerinage qnc constituent los 
tombeaux de Josu6 le Grand pr~tre pros de 
Baghad, du proph~te Ez6ehiet pros de Hillah 
et d 'Ezra  le Scribe, pri~s de Bassorah, ant 
heurensement 6t6 pr6serv6s et entretenus. 

Le journal se voulant un organe de com- 
munication et d'~elmnge entre les Julfs 
&origine irakicnnc, une large place y est 
consacr6e an era,trier des leeteurs, ee qui 
nuns permet d'avoir un  aper~u de Pentendue 
g6ographlque de cette population. II n~est pas 
rare de trouver un lecteur de New York, n~/t 
Calcutta en Inde apr/~s que son p~re s'y fat 
install6 en provenance de BassoralL De Cal- 
cutta, il a 6migr6 au Canada ,  puts aux 
Etats-Unis. Ce cos de figure pent s'appliquer 
h des correspondents de Johannesbourg~ . 
Singapour, de Bombay on de Bucsno~-Aires, 
entre autres. 

Parrot los photographles pr(~sentes, on 
trouve beaueoup &images de r~eeptlons 
inundators et diplomatiques. Mats on pent 
aussi outer Iqnt6r~t pour los photos de 
gronpe, et en partfenlier Cellos des ~f~ves des 
~coles de I'AIlianee, qul permettent/t ehacun 
de tenter de retrouver ia irate de camarades 
perdus de rue. 

Un des attralts de The Scribe tient anssi h 
la rnbrlqne eulinaire, r6gnli~re et tr~s 
fournie, qui salt ~t la lois red6cuuvrlr la cui- 
sine orientale. 

Los positions poIitiques d6fendues par  
Ttte Scribe, sent ~videmment tr~s favorables 

Israel. Toutefois, face h la guerre dr, Golfe 
et aux avanc~es du processus de paix entre 
Israel et los Palestinlens, The Scribe met en 
avant  l'id~e d 'nne  cont'~d~ration des Etats  
moyen-orientaux, darts laquelle Israel 
tronverait toute sa place en faisant largement 
appel .h sos ressortissants originaires des pays 
arabes. 

La biblioth~que de I'AIliance est sans 
doute la senle en France ~ poss~der une col- 
lection complete de ce journal ,  ce journal 
nous permet de st/lyre le destin juif  dens de 
nombreuses parties du mondeO 
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The Image of 
Jews in 
Arabic 

Journals, 
1858-1908 

From Dr Shaui Sehayik, 

Director of the Babylonian Jewry 
Heritage Center, Or Yehuda, Israel. 

Since t908, ke, since the Revolution of 
the Young Turks, Arab newspapers do not 
reveal their earlier admiration for Jews in 
general and the Jews of Eretz Yisrael in 
particular. In order to investigate the state 
of affairs before the Revolution of the 
Young Turks, Arabic fifty-two newspapers 
and journals that had been published dur- 
ing this period, were reviewed and 
examined in the light of the events of the 
period. 

The attitude towards the Jewish people 
and the image of the Jew during this pe- 
riod was positive, with the exeIusion of 
certain Catholic and Coptic newspapers, 
which adhered to their traditional animos- 
ity towards Jews and Judaism. 

The gradual weakening of the Ottoman 
Empire during the 19th century led to the 
intervention of the Great European Powers 
in the internal matters of the Ottoman Em- 
pire and the Middle East. 

The Muslims remained loyal m the Ot- 
tomans, and usualty received traditional, 
conservative education that did not include 
foreign languages. However, in the condi- 
tions prevalent at the time, missionaries 
could establish nrodern schools based upon 
the Western model thronghout the Middle 
East. The children of the various commu- 
nities and religious sects, generally 
Christians, studied in these schools. Some 
of these schools were built by American 
missionaries who educated in a spirit of 
secularism that cclebratecl the equality of 
religion, thus receiving a positive attitude 
toward Jews and Freemasons movements. 
Many of the students of these schools con- 
tinued with their education, cmnpleting 
their course of studies in European institu- 
tions of higher learning. 

A small number of Arab intellectuals 
and men of thought were influenced by 
these Wcstern liberal, democratic, human- 
istic ideals and strove to inculcate these 
Western idcats to their t'eltow countrymen, 
in order to imbue them with the values of 
freedom, justice, and equality, which in 
their opinion, every man regardless of 
race, religion, or creed was entitled to. 
They also openly demanded the granting 
of these principles and rights to the Jews. 
Some of them considered the press as the 
vehicle and platform for the dissemination 

o f  their ideas. They founded newspapers, 
editing them according to their personal 
prejudices and in accordance with their 
predilections to various political or special 
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interest groups such as idealgovernors or 
religious sects. 

One may catalogue the reviewed news- 
papers in the following categories: 

A. Muslim newspapers. 
B. Protestant papers. 
C. Catholic and Orthodox papers. 
D. Jewish newspapers and reporters 

whose language was Arabic. 
The image of the European Jew, as 

drawn by the Arab newspapermen, both 
Muslim and Christian, is one of a noble- 
man, just and honest, energetic who uses 
his talents for his personal good and for 
the good of the state and nation in which 
he lives. He seeks peace and withdraws 
from any conflict  or  disagreement. He is 
the victim of European religious fanati- 
cism, the victim of blood libels and other 
false accusations and innocent of treach- 
ery. The  rich Jewish financial magnates 
and bankers symbolized their industry: en- 
ergy; honesty, open-heartedness; solidarity 
and courage. The newspapers carried many 
reports of Jewish aid to their persecuted 
brethren, which "proved" the concept of 
Jewish solidarity. Similarly, their respected 
status and appearance before emperors and 
rulers throughout the world with the de- 
mand that these world leaders improve the 
Conditions of their oppressed Jewish citi- 
zens was greeted with great esteem. 

The European influence upon Middle 
Eastern newspapers formed a positive im- 
age of the Jew and merged with the image 
of the authors, newspapermen and rich and 
benevolent families of oriental Jewry. 
Thus, their image underwent a change, for 
Jews unti l  now had always been regarded 
as second-class citizens. With the new im- 
age, the Jews could stand up straight and 
manifest national and ethnic pride. 

This change that occurred during the 
nineteenth century opened the eyes of the 
enIightened Arabs and others among the 
nations of the Middle East to the primi- 
tiveness of their own nations in contrast to 
the enlightened and cultured nations of the 
West. They attempted to overcome the cul- 
tural, social and scientific chasm that 
characterized the difference between their 
countries and those of the developed and 
modern West. Their consciousness of the 
existing gap between them and their Euro- 
pean contemporaries, increased their desire 
to investigate their ancient past and na- 
tional history in order to discover the 
causes that would account for their cultural 
and military decline. They wished to sub- 
stantiate for themselves and others that 
their backwardness was not dependent 
upon their Oriental Semitic origins, as the 
European theories of racism attempted to 
prove. They conducted a continuous de- 
bate with the West in order to authenticate 
racial Semitic supremacy, including the 
Jews, although they were born in the West. 
Thus! they celebrated the contributions of 
Jews to humanlty; In their opinion, Arab 
social,.cultural, political and military infe- 
riority was ttie result of the despotism and- 
cruelty of their leaders, the freeze upon 
original thinking and the conservatism of 
the religious fanatics, who suppressed the 
freedom and liberty of the individual and 
the public. 

In their desire to adopt Western ideas of 
Liberty, Equality. Justice and Freedom for 
men in the Arab lands, they had to act 
against prejudices and entrenched tradi- 

tions.in Muslim societies. 'These endear- 
ours and the resulting developments led to 
far-reaching changes in the attitudes of en- 
lightened Muslim and Christian Arabs 
towards Jews as a nation and as individu- 
als. 

The rise and the fame of well-known 
Jews in Europe reflected political, socio- 
economic power, and resulted in respect 
and awe on the part of Arab newspaper 
editors and advanced liberal intellectuals. 
These Jews were the symbol of power in 
the eyes of those Arabs who were Often- 
tal-Semitics, and proved that the Semitic 
race was excellent in its very foundations. 

One of the missions that the intellectu- 
als, philosophers, and liberal editors of the 
newspapers iq the Arabic language of this 
period took fi-pon themselves, was ecu- 
menicism among the rel igions and 
fraternity among the various ethnic groups 
and sects, including relationships of under- 
standing and respect, brotherhood and 
equality, charity and justice to all citizens 
without any distinction between race or re- 
ligion. 

The nineteenth century to renaissance 
of Middle Eastern intelleetuals led to the 
research of their past and roots which in 
turn led to an interest in the History of the 
Jewish people and religion, which is an- 
chored and intertwined in the history of 
the Middle East. Subsequently, the Jews 
and Judaism stopped being a sealed book 
for these intellectuals. They became ac- 
quainted with "golden age" and glory of 
the Kingdoms of Judaea and Israel and the 
..Tahnud and its humanistic values. They 
rejected all prevalent biased ideas that had 
been ascribed to the Jews, the sources of 
which were supposedly to  be found in the 
Talmud. These intellectuals portrayed the 
Jews as the seekers of law and jnstiee, ac- 
tually viewing them as the apostles of the 
Semitic race in western society. They were 
proud of the ,Jewish contribution to the so- 
cial, cultural and economic realms among 
the nations in which these Jews lived. 

These very same liberal editors and in- 
tellectuals pointed out the positive, noble 
image of the Jews, their fairness and hon- 
esty, and the fact that they were 
industrious and hard-working with a talent 
for organization. They exalted the generos- 
ity of western and oriental Jewish leaders 
and men of wealth, especially praising the 
Rothschild family and Baron Hirsch who 
epitomized this energy, generosity, and no- 
bility. These wealthy Jews were labelled 
"Doers of Charity and Loving-Kindness." 
The character of the distinguished Jew, 
successful in his endeavors due to his hon- 
esty and energy, earning his money 
respectfully, was an image worthy of imi- 
tation. 

The Arab intellectuals who suffered 
from an inferiority complex when compar- 
ing themselves to the developed, 
progressive West, grasped their glorious 
Oriental-Semltic past, with the history of 
the Jews woven ia it. Thus the path to un- 
derstauding and sympathy for the Jewish 
people, including sharing the suffering of 

.the Jews in some eastern Enropean coun- 
tries, was but a short step. 

Some of the newspapers pointed out 
that period of Jewish history known as the 
Golden Age in Spain as characteristic of 
the good relations between Jews and Mus- 
lims with good communaI lifeO 



Alliance School for Girls 1925 by courtesy of Sami Sourani, Canada. 
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A few weeks ago Nissim Dalah gave 
me the September copy of The Scribe 
which I read in amazement. Serendipity 
(unexpected happiness) sums it up. 

Although not of Babylonian Jewish an- 
cestry myself, strictly Ashkenazi, I have 
for many years had a deep interest in our 
collective history. I found the form and 
content of the magazine tremendous and I 
would love the opportunity to read future 
issues. 

Many thanks for a very enjoyable 40 
pages (including the recipes)O 

Pinner, Middlesex Alan Seeker 

Many thanks for your issue No.62. I 
was very happy to receive it and read it 
from cover to cover I cannot count how 
many times. 

In page 27 reader clangers: I could not 
understand the comment of Mr M.K. be- 
cause I don't think that anyone from The 
Scribe ever asked the reader to show any 
appreciation. The fact is that all readers 
are grateful to The Scribe iu this wonderful 
workO 

Manila, Philippines David Sha(h)moon 

The Marques s  of  Cholmonde ley  
An important sale was held recently at 

Christ ie 's  of  London of furniture and 
paintings from Houghton Halt, the home 
of 36-year-old Marquess of Cholmondeley, 
a direct descendant of David Sassoon and 
considered to be the most eligible bachelor 
in Britain. 

The sale was mainly of antiques and 
old masters which had been amassed b y  

Sir Philip Sassoon and inherited by his sis- 
ter Sybit, grandmother of the present 
Marquess. 

Houghton Hall was built  for Sir Robert 
Waipole, Britain's first Prime Minister, 
and came to the Cholmondeleys through 
marriage. 

Centuries before the Rothschilds 
emerged from the Frankfurt ghetto, the 
Sassoons had established themselves as the 
most powerful Jewish dynasty in Baghdad. 
Indeed, Sybil and her brother Philip were 
the issue of the union of these two Jewish 
dynasties through the marriage of  Sir 
Edward Sassoon and Aline de Rothschild 
in Paris in 1887, which was considered the 
most important wedding since the marriage 
of Napoleon III. 

In a telephone call from north Carolina 
Lord Chotmondeley said how much he en- 
joyed reading about his ancestors in The 
Scribe and promised to keep looking for a 
photograph of that famous Sassoon- 
Rothschild wedding. He hopes that some 
of the £8m proceeds of the sale will  help 
to restore Houghton Hall to its former 
glory for the enjoyment of its visitorsO 

Page 27 





it; and Anan, energetic and determined, 
succeeded in forming a powerful move- 
ment out of them. The intellectual leaders 
of the Rabbanites were too short-sighted to 
recognise the danger, and belicved at first 
that by simply ignoring the new movement 
they could destroy it. 

At the end of the ninth and in the tenth 
century several rabbinic scholars, realising 
that rabbinic Judaism was in danger of be- 
ing engulfed by the Karaite movement, 
began a systematic defence of their beliefs. 
Karaism ultimately failed because of cer- 
tain inherent weaknesses. For example, 
Anan's eclecticism, which at first did good 
service to the new movement since it 
helped to unite the heterogeneous anti-rab- 
binic elements into a powerful sect, caused 
after a while much dissatisfactinn. For 
Anan's code was much too strict for the 
liberal element in the movement, but not 
strict enough for the rigorists. Further- 
more, Anan's principle, "Search well in 
the Torah", confiding to the individual 
conscience the task of interpreting the law, 
made unity among his folIowcrs exceed- 
ingly difficult. Indeed, Kirkisani, the great 
Karaite historian of the first half of  the 
tenth century, complained that no two 
members of the movement agreed on eve- 
rything. 

The Karaites centre in Jerusalem was 
strong enough to vic with the Rabbanites 
for mastery, but their supremacy was 
brought to an abrupt end by the first cru- 
sade. Leadership of the sect then passed to 
Cairo and Byzantium, the latter gaining 
eventual primacy, Many Karaites fled to 
Egypt as a result of Rabbinic persecution. 

By the twelfth century Karaism was on 
the wane. Its literary output decreased in 
quantity and quality. Some of its tolIowers 
returned to the Jewish fold while others 
were converted to Islam. In the last few 
centuries relations between the foltowers 
of rabbinic Judaism and Karaites were 
practically broken, particularly in Russia 
where the great majority of Karaites still 
lived. In Russia the Karaites persuaded 
successive rulers to exempt them from the 
restrictive measures from which Jews had 
to suffer, on the grounds that their religion 
was clearly different to rabbinicaI Judaism, 

At the beginning of World War II there 
were some fourteen thousand Karaites in 
the world, of whom some ten thousand 
lived in Russia, one thousand in Poland, 
with the remainder in the Arab countries, 
mainly in Egypt. 

How they got  to L i thuan ia  
The Baltic state of Lithuania is one of 

the last known refuges of the Karaites, Un- 
known to the outside world until recently, 
a group of Karaites continue to practice 
their faith in Trakai, a village in Lithuania 
where they have a synagogue. How did 
they get there? According to the museum 
custodian, the Lithuanian Grand Duke 
Vyautas, whose realm stretched from the 
Baltic to the Black Sea in the late four- 
tcenth and fifteenth centuries, hired 300 
members of a Turkish tribe Iiving in the 
Crimea as his personal bodyguard and 
brought them to his northern capitah They 
turned out to be Karaites. 

The Grand Duke was so satisfied with 
his mercenaries, that he later encouraged 
another 300 to move to Lithuania with 

their families. And there they have sur- 
vived to this day. 

HOW did  they survive the Holocaust?  
Aaron Brcitbart, Senior researcher at 

the Simon Wiesenthal Centre in Los Ange- 
les, explains it thus; "The German 
Ministry of the Interior had engaged in a 
lengthy study of the Karaites before deter- 
mining that, despite their origins, Karaites 
were non-Jews because their 'racial psy- 
chology' was not Jewish. This 
determination was subsequently reaffirmed 
on October 6, I942, when Einsatzgruppen 
commanders were ordered not to molest 
Karaite communities". 

Some Karaites enjoyecl positions of 
trust under the Germans and according to 
the 'Encyclopedia Judaiea', "the behaviour 
of the Karaites during the Holocaust period 
vacillated between indifference to the Jew- 
ish cause and some cases of actual 
collaboration with the Germans. 

The Nazis found it necessary repeatedly 
to research the issue of this tiny minority 
amt their conclusions seemed to contradict 
the very fundamentals of the Nazi's racial 
concepts. It appears that the attitude to- 
wards the Karaites originated from a high 
authority, immune to criticism. Thus, the 
final solution was decided more on reli- 
gious than on racial grounds. 

However, the Arab states made no such 
distinction and in 1948 expelled Karaites 
as Jews when the State of Isracl was estab- 
lished. In 1956, during the Sinai campaign, 
the once flourishing Egyptian Karaite 
community of 7000 was uprooted over- 
night. Most of the emigrants from the 
Middle East came to Israel, where they 
were granted full citizenship. 

Conclusion 
Karaism had an important effect on 

Jewish thought. It stimulated the study of 
the actual text of the Old Testament by 
Rabbanites and, moreover, forced 
Rabbanite leaders to offer a philosophic 
defence of Judaism. 

Indelibly linked to Judaism, yet keeping 
its distance from the mainstream, the 
Karaite community's determination to sur- 
vive is sureIy worthy of respect. In a world 
where Christians, Jews and Muslims have 
fought each other in the name of God as a 
result of  intolerance and rivalry, it is 
surely not right that Judaism should reject 
branches of its own development on 
grounds of dogma. Surely the acceptance 
of a plurality of religious thought and the 
tolerance of differing perspectives is the 
sign of a mature religion. 

Karaism ultimately declined because of 
the rigidity of its doctrines. One can regard 
Rabbinic Judaism as a reforming move- 
mont. However, orthodox Judaism is again 
becoming rigid and this is the reason why 
wc arc losing many of its adherents. True 
Judaism has nothing to fear from competi- 
tion of other faiths. 

So, where do we go from here'? 
Awaiting the coming of the Messiah - 

or a Mess i ah -  is part and parcel of our 
Jewish faith. But what are the functions of 
the Messiah? 

Some take the view that the Torah is 
immutable and is good for aII time. The 
function of the Messiah would be to settIe 
smatl matters of detail such as whether to 

lean on the left or the right at the Passover 
meal and whether to leave a cup of wine 
for Elijah? 

Others take the view that the Torah of 
Moses was given for a Time and Place, 
and that the injunction not to tamper with 
it applies only to the rank and file. When 
the Messiah appears he can revise much of 
the Torah. Our Scriptures alIow for this 
when it states that if  a new Prophet like 
Moses arrives we should listen to him. 

Thus the Messiah could become a uni- 
fying factor for the whole human race. "In 
that day rite Lord will be One and His 
Name One."o 

Simon E. E. S. Dangoor assisted N.'fim 
Dangoor in the preparation of this article. 

Baghdad 
Histor ica l  b a c k g r o u n d  

The Persians claim that Baghdad is Per- 
sian origin, and that Afrasiab, King of 
Turkistan, enlarged it and called it Bagh- 
Dad, i.e. Garden of Dad, from the name of 
the idol which he worshipped. 

According to Sassoon's History of Jews 
in Baghdad it is likely that Baghdad ex- 
isted at the time of the destruction of the 
First Temple of Jerusalem. 

The Talmud mentions Baghdad as the 
birthplace before c.245 CE of Rabbi Hona 
Baghdatha, which shows that a Jewish 
community existed there at the time. 

Baghdad was in fact at the heart of  Jcw- 
ish Babylonia where ancient trade routes 
converged at the point where the Euphra- 
tes and the Tigris were at their nearest. 

When Cyrus the Great allowed the Jew- 
ish exiles to rebuild the Temple, 40,000 
returned to Jerusalem but 80,000 remained 
to form a buffer state in Babylonia in de- 
fence of the Persian Empire. 

In 637, the second Caliph drear told 
Khalid ibn Walid to organise a raiding 
party on the rich viliage of Suq Baghdad 
on the Tigris. 

The raid was headed by Muthanna who 
told his soldiers to take nothing but gold 
and silver. The merchants of the twin cities 
of Khosroes (i.e. the twin capital Seleucia- 
Ctesiphon used to hold their market there 
once a year at about that time, making it a 
rich treasure house. The raiding party took 
the best of everything and departed at full 
speed by way of Anbar. 

The Omayyad dynasty lasted 100 years, 
and the Arabs of Arabia were seeking a 
returu of power to themselves, while the 
Persians were trying to assert themselves. 
In the family of Abbas, the Prophet's un- 
cle, the Persians found what they wanted. 

The first Abbasid caliph, AbuI Abbas, 
first settled in Anbar, near Kufa. But this 
was soon overrun by supporters of the 
House of All. Abul Abbas thercforc de- 
cided I t  move his capital nearer to Persia. 
But he died in 754 and his brother and suc- 
cessor, Abu Jaafar A1-Mansur, had to carry 
out this plan. Jaafar chose Baghdad for its 
strategic and communications advantages. 

The Round City of Baghdad was 
founded in 762 and over 100,000 workmen 
were employed in its construction. Abu- 
Hanifa was one of the engineers 
supervising the work. He was later known 
as the hnam al-Aadham. The Aadhamiya 
suburb of Baghdad was named after him~ 
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From the Israel Ambassador to Ireland 
I am in receipt of  your September issue 

and I wish to thank you for continuing to 
send me your magazine, which I enjoy 
reading very much. 

I have recently been appointed first 
resident Ambassador of Israel to Ireland 
and I would appreciate it i f  you could now 
send your magazine, C/o the newly estab- 
lished Embassy of Israel, P O Box 3021, 
Dublin 6. 

I was born in Baghdad and emigrated to 
Israel with my family in 1951. I received 
my education in Haifa. 

During the years 1958-1961 I served 
with the Israel Defence Forces. In the 
years t961-1964 I studied political science 
and history of the Middle East at the He- 
brew University in Jerusalem, where I 
received my B.A. degree. In 1964 I joined 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Jerusa- 
Lem. 

During the years 1970-1978 1 served as 
Consul for Information and Cultural Af- 
fairs in the Consulates General of Israel in 
Philadelphia and San Francisco. 

With the implementation o[" the peace 
treaty between Israel and Egypt, I was ap- 
pointed in 1980 as Counsellor for Political 
Affairs in the newly established Embassy 
of Israel in Cairo. In 1982 I served at the 
U.N. as Member of the Delegation of Is- 
rael to the 38th General Assembly. 

During the years 1983-1986 I served as 
Division Director in the Centre for Politi- 
cal Research of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

In May 1986 I assumed my duties as 
Consul General of Israel in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia. Upon the conclusion of my tour of 
duty in Australia, I was appointed in Sep- 
tember 1990 as Director of Egypt 
Division. In June 1993 I was appointed as 
Head of the Middle East Department. 

In July 1994 I assumed the post of the 
First Israeli Ambassador Resident to Ire- 
land. 

I have published a number of articles 
on the Middle East, Arabic poetry and the 
Jewish community in the U.S.A,O 

Z v i  G a b a y ,  A m b a s s a d o r  

' - - ' = ' l m l k , "  . . . . .  ;-:~" ~ 9 P ~ r ' r - ' l / t  '~,','.~ Ill~"~lli  ~ :  
O n  July 22nd 1994, Israel's first Resident Ambassador  to Ireland, Mr Zv[ Gabay,  pre- 

sented his credentials to the President, Mrs Mary Robinson. The  opening o f  an  Embassy in 
Dublin was a sign o f  Israel's much  improved diplomatic standing. It also meant  that Jerusa- 
lem now has full ties with all the Member States o f  the European Union. 

T w o  important aspects o f  Mr Gabay' s  agenda will be the enhancement  o f  trade and  tour- 
ism links between Ireland and  Israel. At  present, Israel is Ireland's  29th largest trading 
partner (expected trade volume 1994, $125 million). But Mr Gahay believes that this position 
will quickly change for the better now that the two countries are moving towards closer co- 
operation. 

Mr Gabay  has expressed a particular interest in the development o f  tourism and  cultural 
ties between Ireland and  Israel and  would llke to see more direct links being establishedO 

The Casablanca 
Economic Summit 

h y  Percy  Go urgey  

This took place from 30 October to 1 
November 1994 and its theme could be de- 
scribed as "from peace-making to 
peace-strengthening". It was exactly three 
years to the day that the historic Madrid 
Middle East Peace Conference took place. 

Over the preceding fourteen months, 
the peace process initiated in Madrid, 
given a great boost by the secret talks in 
Oslo and reaching a high point in the sign- 
ing of the Declaration of Principles on 13 
September 1993 in Washington by Prime 
Minister Rabin and PLO Chairman Arafat 
with the backing of President Clinton, has 
transformed the political map of the whole 
region. The Casablanca Conference could 
lead to the economic underpinning o f  a 
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possible political Confederation, or Com- 
mon Market, o f  Middle East countries. 

Both international political and busi- 
ness leaders joined forces to stimulate 
economic cooperation in the countries of 
the Middle East and North Africa. 
Amongst those who attended the Confer- 
ence, opened by King Hassan of Morocco, 
were over a 1000 leaders of business and 
government, and experts from over 50 
countries. Subjects covered tourism, trans- 
port, environment, energy, agriculture, 
water, communications and professional 
training programmes. 

The "Casablanca Declaration" referred 
to the founding of a Middle East regional 
bank and "the establishment of a future 
Middle East-North Africa economic com- 
munity stretching from the Atlantic to the 
Gulf  inhabited by over 250 mill ion 
people."O 

Loyalties 
I read your article "Loyalt ies" with 

great interest. When the Jews left Egypt, 
every nation of the world at that time had 
its own national god. For this reason God, 
who appeared to Moses in Sinai as the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, became 
the God for the Jews. He saved them out 
of Egypt, and became their national God, 
as recited in Shema. The Torah in specific 
terms is the Jews' national constitution. As 
a matter of fact, most of the command- 
ments in the Torah pertain to Jewish life in 
the land of Israel, where the Jews devel- 
oped their national independence. It is 
true, the Torah has universal values that 
pertain to the whole world, but the basic 
structure of the Jewish religion is a na- 
tional one. As a matter of fact, when 
Yiftah (Judges) wrote to the King of 
Amman who complained about Israel 's 
presence in the Bashan, Yiftah told him 
that "what Hanokh, your god, gave 
Amman you inherit, and what 'Adonai '  
our God gave to the Israelites, we inherit." 
That was in essence a recognition that our 
God is ours vis-a-vis the other nations who 
each has their own god, as Hanokh for 
Amman, etc. 

The Jews never compromised to allow 
proselytizing in order to prevent Judaism 
from becoming a universal religion. The 
Jews never accepted converts with ease. 
So, whereas the loyalties may be directed 
to the religion, for the Jews it still has a 
national fervour. 

As far as a Jew's loyalty to the country 
in which he lives, this was solved for us by 
Jeremiah the prophet when he specifically 
commanded Jews exiled to Babylonia, to 
live a normal life in their home of exile, to 
obey the laws of the land and to be loyal 
to it. A Jew's loyalty to Israel should not 
supersede that of  his own country where 
he lives, unless that country behaves con- 
trary to Jewish interests. In that case the 
Jew will not be able to live a normal life in 
that country. 

N e w  Y o r k  Prof .  Heskel  H a d d a d  

Scribe: Without suggesting a parallel, 
German Jews followed the same philoso- 
phy, and see what happenedO 

Thank you for printing my letter asking 
for information in finding Ethel Widler. 
The September 1994 Scribe was fascinat- 
ing. Naim Dangoor's article "Loyalties" 
and Baroness Miller's was mind stretch- 
ing. I enjoyed your journal very much. In 
the article "Migrat ion of Iraqi Jews" I 
found a possible explanation for the mys- 
tery of why David Widler wrote his letter 
in French. The August 1882 letter to the 
President for Israeli Emigrants at Constan- 
tinople was written in French because 
David probably learned French at one of 
the Alliance Israelite Universelle schools 
of the Ottoman Empire in Constantinople. 

I don't  know if my great grandfather 
David, born in Constantinople, had roots 
in Baghdad, but I am still hopeful that 
someone from your readership will have 
information on Ethel WidlerO 

A l b a n y ,  Oregon  D i a n e  Widler Wenzel 
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A l l i a n c e  S c h o o l  f o r  Girls 1926 

Taken  • at  a P u r i m  party  in  h o n o n r  o f  the visit o f  Sir Eliezer Kadoor ie  to  Baghdad.  
By courtesy o f  Sami  Souran i  

I 

F r o n t  r o w  {L  to  R): 1 - ; 2. Violet le  Shemlob;  3. Sa l im Dabhy;  4. Khatoun  E z r a  (Shina);  5. H a n n a h  S h a h m o o n ;  

Second row:  6 - ; 7 - ; 8. Han ina  Shamash  (Yadon) ;  9. Sa ida  Jij i  (Zi lkha);  10. Mine  Sahbagh;  l l .  F a h l m a  Shemtob;  12. Shafika J i j i  ( S o u r a n i ) ;  13 - ; 14 - ; 

T h i r d  r ow:  15 - ; 16, Marcelle Aslan; 17- ; 18- ; 

F o u r t h  row: 1 9 - ; 2 0 - ; 2 1 - ; 2 2 - ; 2 3 - ; 2 4 - ; 2 5 - ; 2 6 - ; 2 7 ° ; O  

I enclose my husband's reflections on 
his return to his native country Bulgaria, 
with me, after 40 years: 

R a m a t  G a n  Esther Mereado 

Reflections by Albert Mercado, Ph.D. 
Cal l  f r o m  a D i s t an t  L a n d  

He could resist no more after forty 
years of recurring, intense dreams of the 
distant homeland. The powerful attraction 
of the mountain casting a long shadow 
over his native city, the so familiar streets 
of his youth, the house where he had spent 
his childhood and youth in the protected 
environment of home and family, in the 
lively circle of friends on the threshold of 
adulthood, a newcomer at the gate to the 
enchanted garden of first love. But all  
these appeared quite different in his 
dreams, twisted and distorted in long years 
of tortured imagination. Above the deafen- 
ing silence of deserted streets, grey 
buildings looming dark, alien, a jagged 
skyline piercing a low black sky heavy 
with horror, with occasional bursts of pale 
grey lightning casting brief flashes of wan 
light across the menacing void, making the 
windows suddenly emerge from the dark- 
ness like gaping holes of stacked skulls, 
the facades stooping over him, a dried 
corpse about to fall apart and crush him in 

the debris. Gusts of dry wind in the omi- 
nous silence of devastation. Why did you 
leave us? Yes, there had been a war, but 
somehow it had passed by, sparing you 
people. You could have stayed with us in 
your native land, breathing the air that 
fires the imagination with the music of po- 
etry. As your punishment for abandoning 
us we shall appear in your dreams, but not 
as you remember us in your waking life. 
Trying to find rest and solace in sleep, you 
will see us lifeless, crumbling shells from 
a time long gone, the spectre of death that 
awaits you. One day you will return, and 
perhaps the mountain will redeem you. 

C o n t e m p l a t i o n  
Is i t  the  w h i t e  s p l e n d o u r  o f  m y  m o u n t a i n  
cres t  
or  the  d i s tan t  r u m b l e  o f  the  c i ty  d o w n  
b e l o w ,  
I m a y  n e v e r  k n o w .  
Is i t  the  w i n d  s t r o k i n g  m y  f ie ld  w h e r e  
f l owers  g r o w  
or  tha t  w r i n k l e d  peasant  te l l ing  cons  o f  
surv iva l ,  
[ m a y  never  k n o w .  
B u t  the  m o u n t a i n  is m i n e ,  a n d  so  is the  
f i e ld .  
W h a t  m y s t e r i o u s  p o w e r  o v e r  m e  they  w i e l d .  
I b r e a t h e  the  a i r  tha t  m a k e s  m y  a u t u m n  
g l o w .  
T h a t  m u c h  I d o  k n o w O  

l was delighted to receive your beauti- 
ful publication dedicated to Rosh Hashana. 

I must say that I took great interest in 
seeing the various articles dealing with the 
Eastern communities of Israel, which herit- 
age is unfortunately slowly vanishing and 
needs to be revived. 

I was sorry to read about the sudden 
death of the late Aviahu Ben David. I met 
him twice and was indeed impressed by 
his outstanding personality. It is a real 
tragedy to see such a young and dynamic 
man disappear. May his soul rest in peace. 

I am sending you herewith a copy of 
my article about Eastern Jewish Musical 
Tradition which was recently publishedO 

M i s g a v  L a d a c h  H o s p i t a l  R e u b e n  K a s h a n i  
J e r u s a l e m  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  

A k r a m  H a r o n  F a t t a l  
Your article on page 10 of issue No.62 

on Ronald Haron. I would like to inform 
you that Ronald has been able to trace his 
father's family. He is a grandson of the 
late Haron Fattal, his grandmother is 
Gourgia Samra (n~e}. We contacted him 
immediately. Unfortunately his grand- 
mother passed away on 18 October 1994, 
only days after he discovered her. Many 
thanks for your servicee 

L o n d o n  M r s  S a m i r a  B las s  ( n e e  S a m r a )  
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Front Sir Terence Clark, former British 
Ambassador to Iraq. 

In reply to your letter, the equestrian 
statue of General Maude was never inside 
the British Embassy compound, but just 
outside. It was pulled down by the mob in 
July 1958 and destroyed. The former Brit- 
ish Residency stands on the Rasafa side 
and has been restored for use as a Museum 
of Folk Costumes. 

I am writing a history of the •British in 
Iraq. Might I be allowed to reproduce 
some of the photographs that have ap- 
peared in The Scribe, e.g. the opening of 
the Old Bridge, the guffas by Freddie 
Khalastchy, and the Nairn bus? 

As requested, I enclose some photo- 
graphs taken by me during my stay in 
IraqO 

London Terence Clark 

It was a pleasure to visit you in London 
and ] appreciated your kindness in letting 
me tell you about my Aleppo-Baghdad 
railway project. 

You will be glad to know that I saw 
Rabbi Rothschild in Leeds, He was most 
co-operative and showed me the material 
he has collected on the Baghdad Railway, 
which-he kindly placed at my disposal. I 
cannot thank you enough for putting me in 
touch with him. 

] also received your note about Sir 
Terence Clark (former British Ambassador 
to Baghdad). ] was flattered to learn that 
he knew about my Yezidi bookO 

New Canaan, Connecticut John S Guest 

I appreciate receiving The Scribe which 
I have found to be very informative con- 
cerning Iraqi Jewish culture and traditions. 
It brought back many memories of my 
young family life in Basra and Baghdad, 
and also I learned about the historical 
movement of Iraqi Jews that emigrated to 
other countries throughout the centuries. It 
is quite interesting to learn about Jews liv- 
ing in South East Asia, India and also 
China. 

My children grew up in Israel and do 
not have the background of l iving in Iraq. 
Therefore the experiences and stories writ- 
ten about Iraqi lifestyles have been quite 
interesting, as it gives them a new perspec- 
tive. They are excited to receive your 
journal to become more knowledgeable 
about Iraqi historyO 

K e w  G a r d e n s ,  V i o l e t  Darwish 
N.Y. 

i m , ~ . ~ : . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . , ~ . . . . . . . ~ . : , . : , , × , . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . - . . . . .  • . . 

Left, The restored Shrine of Ezekiel at Kifil, near Hillah, lraq. 
Above, The restored Ctesiphon Arch near Baghdad. It is the largest brick span 
in the world. At one time there was a Talmudic Yeshiva in this structure. 

-:~ :~":~.e: !-- ~ -~ 

*~... . .~, .. 
. . . .  : . .  ~ ~ . . , , ~ , ~ : ~  

]'he restored Malwiyyah minaret at Samarrah. Raitls o f a  Sy]lagngae in Ana het~)re the Ilq~tH$. 
By courtesy of Sir Terenct, (?lark, British 
Ambassador  to Iraq 1985-1988. Photographed 
by him. 

The  150-foot high tiled t w o  hal f -domes  in  Baghdad  erected to  the m e m o r y  o f  Iraqi  soldiers kil led in  the 
w a r  w i th  Iran begun in 1980. It also commemorate s  the battle o f  Qadissiya when  Arabs  invaded Iraq 
and  defeated Persia in  637 C E l t  
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The Institute for Supporting Research & Arts was invited, together with other distinguished 
guests, to an awards ceremony at the Keneset (30.11.94) 

Left to right: Chairman of  the Institute, Mrs N Katsab; The Chairman of the Committee of 
Research and Art, Dr L Dabby-Joury; Mr M Bibi the founder of the Institute; and Prof. S 
Somech. Among those whom the prizes were awarded was Prof. S. Somech, Mr E. Amir 
(author), Dr. L. Lecker and Prof. KrausO 

I read with interest a copy of The 
Scribe which was passed on to me by a 
family member. I had heard what pleasure 
your publication gives to those in my fam- 
ily who came from Baghdad, as well as 
their descendants, and I was most inter- 
ested to read it. I would be grateful if you 
could add me (the youngest grandson of 
the late Khedoud Shasha) to your mailing 
list. 

Recently I have had the pleasure in 
studying the history of  the exile in 
Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar and the 
prophetic literature of the time including 
Ezekiel, documented in The Scribe I re- 
ceived (May 1994). The Babylonian King 
took most of the skilled labourers, artisans, 
landowners, high-state officials and upper 
classes into exile. Not surprisingly many 
prospered, as Babylonian Jewry seem to do 
everywhere. When the chance came to re- 
turn to Israel under Cyrus the Persian, 
many were reluctant to leave the homes 
and the successful businesses they bad set 
up. This successful remnant, of  course, 
forms our ancestors. 

My lecturer was quite astounded to hear 
that one of the descendants of Babylonian 
Jewry was in the class, and 1 was able to 
not only tell him that the community con- 
tinues to prosper, but also that we have our 
own journal. Long may it continue!O 

St Mary's College, Clement Boden 
Scotland 

Who killed Jesus? 
What distresses me is that people do 

not see the total lack of logic in the "Jesus 
story" as told in the Gospels. We are told 
that the death of Jesus was preordained, in 
other words it was willed by God. He was 
sacrificed by the Father in order to save 
the world from its sins. He was then resur- 
rected. To my way of thinking, whoever 
did Him in was obeying the wilI of God, 
and bad no choice but to commit the Act. 
This caaanot be considered a sin. We are 
then told that Jesus was resurrected by the 
Father. To me this means that He is alive. 
Logic dictates that if  you are alive, you are 
not dead. If you are not dead, you were not 
killed. Quod Erat  Demonstrantum[ 

The Jewish attitude towards Jesus is 
equally illogical, but it is understandably 
so considering the horrendous crimes com- 
mitted against  the Jews by Pauline 
Christianity. It is also clear that Jesus can- 
not be held guilty for these crimes. His 
teachings were hijacked by a renegade 
Jew, Saul, also known as St. Paul, who 
created what has become known as Chris- 
tianity. Although the base or foundation is 
Jewish, the structure is undoubtedly 
Greco-Roman pagan. The concept of the 
"Virgin Mary" is obviously based on the 
story of Athena Parthenos, the Greek Vir- 
gin Goddess. The man-god image of Jesus 
is also borrowed from the Greek story of 
Adonis, with a bit from the Egyptian tril- 
ogy of Isis-Osiris-Horus. The cult of  Osiris 
lasted well into the 6th century C.E., but it 
was ultimately destroyed by the trium- 
phant Church who chose to sacrifice the 
concept of human brotherhood for uni- 
formity. Both Adonis and Osiris were 
killed and resurrected. 

Paul chose to depart from the teachings 
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of the Jerusalem Church which was headed 
by Peter and the brothers of Jesus. The lat- 
ter remained loyal to the Torah, to which 
they added Jesus. They disapproved 
strongly of the action taken by Paul. How- 
ever the group was destroyed during the 
Roman massacres that followed the rebel- 
lions of  66-70 and 135, after which 
Pauline Christianity bad a free hand to 
mould the new religion. Followers of the 
defunct Jerusalem Church remained in ex- 
istence well into the 5th century, when, 
here again the Roman Church declared 
them heretics and destroyed them. They 
were known as Ebionites. 

Many of the stories and practices of the 
Gospels came into being after the destruc- 
tion of the Jerusalem Church who would 
have never condoned them. For example, 
Pauline Christianity requires its flock to 
"eat" the body of Jesus and "drink" His 
blood, symbolically of course, in the 
Eucharist. This is a corruption of the Jew- 
ish practice of blessing the bread and wine 
during the Passover meal. The Jerusalem 
Church~ which remained loyal to the To- 
rah, would have considered the practice 
anathema as it represents symbolic canni- 
balism. 

Then there is the story of Judas, which 
makes even less sense. Jesus preached 
openly in Jerusalem and in the Temple. He 
had a very large following. He attacked the 
money changers in the Temple in front of 
the Temple police. In other words He was 
well known and easy to identify. Why do 
we need someone to "betray Him"? I sin- 
cerely believe that the whole story was 
concocted in order to create the image of 
the greedy Jewish traitor. The author of the 
hoax gave him the name of Judas to make 
sure that no one fails to identify him with 
the Jews. The sad part about it is that it 

worked, and thousands, if  not millions of 
Jews paid for this lie with their lives. The 
Holocaust would have never happened had 
the Church not demonized the Jew for 
some 17 centuries. 

If Jesus was betrayed, it was by Paul 
and his followers who corrupted His teach- 
ings. Jesus was born a Jew, lived as a Jew, 
and like thousands of other Jews, died on a 
Roman cross. Ever since that time, the 
heirs of Roman perfidy have continued to 
crucify Jews. Jesus was never a Christian. 
I think it is about time the Jews tried to 
rescue Jesus from the Christians. 

Before I close I would like to mention 
that Jewish history is replete with 
messianic claimants. All of them failed if 
the term Messiah is defined as the political 
redeemer of the Jewish people. Jesus did 
achieve one thing in that, through Him, the 
God of the Hebrew bible is accepted by 
most of the Western world. His life, had it 
not been corrupted in the tell ing by 
Pauline Christianity, would have been 
more beneficial than that of  the other 
claimant, Bar Kochba, who was even 
anointed by Rab Akiba, and whose irra- 
tional rebellion against Rome when it was 
at its peak, led to the total destruction of 
the Jewish commonwealth. Sometimes I 
like to believe that when Jesus said "give 
unto Caesar what is Caesar's and unto God 
what is God's ,"  He was counsell ing 
against violent rebellion. 

Paul succeeded beyond his wildest  
dream. Antisemit ism is alive and well 
throughout Christendom. Considering the 
huge volume of anti-Jewish literature writ- 
ten in the last 1500 years, antisemitism 
will be with us for a long long t imee 

Montreal Naim S. Mahlab 
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Somehow I got hold of two of your 
Scribe. q could not let it slip out of my 
hands until 1 finished reading them. It 
brought so much memories. It made me 
feel proud again to be a part of  the 
"'Baghdadi" community as I have been liv- 
ing for the last 28 years in the middle of 
nowhere ... 

I left Baghdad for Israel when I was 
merely a kid of 16. When I saw the pic- 
tures and read some of the names in the 
Scribe, the memory became so fresh as if 
it were yesterday. Many of the people 
mentioned were household figures in our 
home. My father Yaacob Shohet was the 
Hebrew teacher at the Shamash High 
School in the early 1930s. He never made 
it out of Baghdad. He died in 1969 right 
on the banks of the Tigris River. My 
mother is Satha Nissan-Shohet, still living 
with my sister Amira in Columbus, Ohio. 
Both my aunts, Naima and Khatoon 
Nissan, were school teachers at Menahem 
Saleh Daniel,  the all gir ls '  elementary 
school in Tah-t-A1-Takya. 

In the summer of t949 I worked for the 
Dangoor business. I remember that it was 
imports of mainly paper goods and other 
things. I cannot remember the names ex- 
actly (1 think there was one brother 
Abdullah),  but I clearly do remember 
Naim Dangoor. He was very energetic, a 

David Sassoon Library Marg (Street) 

An interesting ceremony, the renaming ~f a street in hon,)ur of David Sassoon, took place in 
Bombay in March last year. One of David Sassoon's many public philanthropies is the beautiful 
building h~msing the David Sass~ron Library and Reading Room. In 1994 the adjacent Hope Street 
was renamed "David Sass~×m Library Marg" at a lovely public ceremony - ('Marg' means 'Street" in 
Mahrati) - by Shri Chhagan Bhujbal, Minister of Maharashtra State for Housing Development. This 
was f~fllowed by a reception in the Library garden. Mr Moses Suitt~m, Chairman of the Sass~)n 
Trusts, was hon,)ured as a special guest. The guests of honour were Smt. Sunita Shinde ,)f the 
Municipality and Mrs Rachel Manasseh, whose late husband, Albert Manasseh, was a direct descend- 
ant. great-great-grandson of David Sassoon. 

In the Library lobby stands a fine white marble statue of David Sassoon, in his usual Baghdadian 
attire, commissioned by prominent citizens of B~mbay at the time of his death in 1864. as a mark of 
regard for this noble merchant prince, public benefactor and universal humanitarianO 

London Rachel Manasseh 

Above: Unveiling the new plaque by the Maharashtra State Minister for Housing Development, Shri 
Chhagan Bhujbal, with guests of honour, Mrs Rachel Manasseh and Smt Sunita Shinde. A coconut is 
being proffered to the Minister who then breaks it against the stoneO 

Left: The white marble statue of David Sassoon in the David Sassoon Library lobby, specially garlanded 
for the occasion, which was commissioned by prominent citizens at the lime of his death in 18640 

perfectionist and a very strict businesslike 
gentleman. (I learned a very good lesson 
from him and from my father there). I did 
not do well at work as I deeply felt that I 
was highly over-qualified for the position. 
Also, I was devoting all my efforts and 
thoughts to preparing myself to go to Is- 
rael. My father got wind of the happening, 
pulled me to one side and said: "Son, the 
time will  be passing by anyway. Why 
waste it? Even learning how to sweep will 
serve you one day." So Naim took the 
broom and the time to show me that you 
never sweep against the wind ... A couple 
of years later, in the Israeli Navy as a 
rookie on the deck of the Q-28, after a rust 
chipping job, I stood up, tested the direc- 
tion of the wind before I hit the broom. 
Yes, I did remember Naim very well. 

I do have some Dangoor friends, 
Yaacob and Rita, first cousins (from 
Savion and who have Radio Milano as a 
business in Tel Aviv). Their daughter Adi 
grew up with my daughter Sally and they 
ate still very close friends. 

Now that a lot of water has trickled 
down the Yarkon River, the memories are 
coming back, so I feel sentimentale 

Cincinnati, USA Joseph Shochat 

I have been a reader of your magazine 
for many years now. I am also of Baghda- 
dian background; in fact, my husband 
comes from the family of Rabbi Moshe 
Shamash. 

I am a cordon bleu trained chef and re- 
cently started in the banqueting profession 
covering a whole array of Iraqi, Sephardi, 
Continental and European cuisine for all 
occasions: kiddushes, weddings, 
barmitzvas, batmitzvas, sheva brachot, 
functions, home parties, Shabbath, etc. I 
have a kashrut licence from both the 
Sephardi and the London Beth D ine  

Rochelle's Banqueting Rochelle Sassaon 
! 2 Russell Parade 
London N W l l  9NN 
Telephone: 0181-458 9396 

We would like to extend our warmest 
appreciation for printing the Barmitzvah 
picture of our son, Richard, in the last is- 
sue of The Scribe. 

Many of your readers abroad, including 
Canada, Hong Kong, the U.S. and Israel 
have contacted us to let us know how 
thrilled they were to recognise their young 
relations in the photo. You are doing a re- 
markable job in maintaining a strong and 
steady bond between the Iraqi Jews of the 
DiasporaO 

London Dalia & Henry Sehayek 
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From the Cross 
to the.Crescent 

Adapted from a lecture by Professor Geoffrey Lewis~ 
reported in.the A.J.A. Review. 

On the midnight o1 2 August 1492, 
when Columbus embarked on his expedi- 
tion that led to the discovery of the New 
World, his fleet departed from the rela- 
tively unknown seaport of  Palos, because 
the shipping lanes of Cadiz and Seville 
were clogged with Sephardi Jews expelled 
from Spain by the edict of  Ferdinand and 
Isabella. In 1497 Portugal decided to con- 
vert its Jewish subjects by force. 

In the far away Ottoman Empire one 
ruler extended an immediate weIcome to 
the persecuted Sephardic Jews of Spain 
and Portugal. He was the Sultan Bayazid 
II (r. 1481-1512). 

A Western traveller to Turkey in i551 
speaks of: The Murranos, recently ban- 
ished and expelled from Spain and 
Portugal, who, to Christcndom's great loss 
and harm, have taught the Turks many in- 
ventions, artifices and instruments ot" war, 
how to make artillery, harquebuses, gun- 
powder and so on. Similarly they have set 
up a printing press, never before seen in 
these parts, on which they produce a 
number of books in various languages. 

The Ottoman State did not concern it- 
self with the internai affairs of the 
religious nrinorities so long as they kept 
the peace and paid their taxes, which were 
assessed and collected by the leaders of 
each community. That was why Mchmet 
the Conqueror hastened to ensure that each 
community had a leader. In January 1454 
he arranged for the eIection of a new Or- 
thodox Patriarch and about the same time 
chose Moshe Capsali m be Chief Rabbi of 
all the Jews of Turkey. Isaac Sarfati, Chief 
Rabbi of Edirne, wrote to the Jews of Eu- 
rope to telI them of the happy existence of 
Jews under the Crescent, in contrast to 
their wretched lot under the Cross; this led 
to a huge exodus, particularly from Ger- 
many. 

How did the Jews make a living? In any 
occupation they chose, from the food busi- 
ness to mining, from banking to 
agriculture. At one period they conducted 
most of the trade with the Italian ports, the 
Balkans and eastern Europe. Jews were 
diplomats, bankers and tax-farmers, and 
for a long time had a near-monopoly of 
medicine. Jacob, physician to Mehmed II 
and his son Bayezid II, was a Jew. 
Suleyman the Magnificent's physician was 
Moshe Hamon, while his Grand Vizier's 
physician was Solomon Ashkenazi. 

The best-known Jew of several who 
gained influence at the Ottoman court was 
Joseph Nasi. He was born around 1520, 
from a Spanish Marrano family who had 
fled to Portugal in 1492, only to fall vic- 
tims to King Emanuel's forced conversion. 
The boy was brought up by his aunt 
Gracia, whose husband beaded a jeweller), 
and banking business with offices in 
France and the Netherlands. In t553 she 
settted in Turkey, where Joseph joined her 
and, like her, publicly embraced Judaism. 
He became an intimate friend of Selim, 
"Selim the Sot", son of Suleyman the 
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Magnificent. By the beginning of the sev- 
enteenth century the Ottoman Empire was 
in decline, and the preeminence of Jewish 
merchants and doctors declined with it. A 
principal cause was the Capitulations, 
concessions granted by the Sultans to for- 
eign powers, originally in order to 
encourage trade. Foreign nationals paid 
no taxes and were not subject to Ottoman 
law. The same privileges could be ex~ 
tended to non-Muslim Ottoman subjects 
by a diploma given by a consular author- 
ity. Jews who were Ottoman subjects, 
however, had n o  well-disposed consuls to 
give them a helping hand. 

By the end of the seventeenth century, 
all the great cities had their communities 
of Spanish-speaking Jews, The population 
also included Karaites, Aramaic-speaking 
Kurdish Jews and Arabic-speaking Jews. 
And Donmes. In 1666, Sabbatai Zevi re- 
nounced his claim to be the Messiah and 
accepted Islam, after what must have been 
a traumatic interview with Sultan Mehmed 
IV, The present-day Donmes. "Converts", 
are descended from his followers who 
turned Muslim with him. Muslim Turks 
have never accepted the sincerity of their 
conversion, for they still retain their own 
identity as a sect with its own rites, net 
intermarrying with Jews or Muslims. Out- 
siders know little about them but they are 
popularly supposed to be very wealthy. 
The most famous of them all was Cavid, 
Minister of Finance after the Young Turk 
revolution of 1908. Another was Ahmet 
Emin Yahnan, the greatest Turkish jour- 
nalist, editor and newspaper proprietor of 
modern times, 

The main Donme centre used to be 
Salonica, where Ataturk was born, who 
was also thought to be Jewish. 

The centuries-old status of non-Mus- 
lims as protected but second-class citizens 
was ended by the t856 Reform Decree, in 
which Sultan Abduhneeid announced the 
abolition and removal from official docu- 
ments of all discriminatory expressions 
indicating that any community was held to 
be inferior to any other in respect of reli- 
gion, language, or race. 

In 1865 the Jewish community was 
given an Organic Statute, the Rabbinate 
Regulation, on the initiative of Fuad Pa- 
sha, the Grand Vizier, who wanted the 
Jewish committee to play a full part in the 
modernization of the Empire. 

The secret baptism in 1856 of an Italian 
Jewish boy led to the foundation in Paris 
four years later of thc Alliance Israelite 
Universelle. The first two opened in Bagh- 
dad and Damascus, but from 1874 on, 
schools were opened in several Turkish 
cities and were favoured by some Muslim 
parents who wanted to give their children 
a modern European education. The best- 
known. Muslim Turkish pupil of the 
Alliance school in Bursa was Celal Bayar, 
President of the Republic from 1950 to 
1960, 

There are two men who deserve a 

mention, however brief, in any discussion 
of Turkish Jewry. Hayim Nahoum (1873- 
1960), Chief Rabbi of the Ottoman 
Empire, was sent by the Ottoman govern- 
ment in 1915 to meet A1 lied 
representatives in an attempt to negotiate a 
separate peace with Britain and France. It 
19t8 they sent him to Europe to win 
friends among the neutral countries, and in 
1919 he went on a similar mission for 
Mustafa Kemal and the Nationalists. He 
resigned as Chief Rabbi in 1920 but re- 
mained on good terms with the 
Establishment, serving in 1922-3 as a 
Counsellor on the Turkish delegation to 
the conference which culminated in the 
Treaty of Lausanne. In I925 he was 
elected Chief Rabbi of Egypt and the Su- 
dan, thereafter living in Cairo until his 
death. 

The second is Professor Avram Gatante 
(1873-1961). Turkey accepted thousands 
of refugees from Nazi Germany and Aus- 
tria. 

On 2 February 1923, Mustafa Kemal, 
later surnamed Ataturk, said in a speech at 
lzmir:  There are some loyal elements 

.amongst us, in particular the Jews, who 
have cast in their lot with the Turks, the 
dominant  element. Because they have 
proved their loyalty to this nation and this 
country, they have l ived tranquil lives 
hitherto and shall continue to live in tran- 
quillity and well-being. 

And in the main, Ataturk's successors 
have honoured Iris promise. 

The 1992 estimate of the Jewish popu- 
lation of Istanbul is 30,000, with another 
5000 in other citiesO 

I am writing to compliment you on the 
special Rosh Hashanah edition of The 
Scribe, Like most of your readers, I ea- 
gerly await each issue of this absorbing 
publication, with its articles on various as- 
pects of our particular heritage - revealing 
our roots and adding so much to our 
knowledge of the history and traditions of 
Jewish life in "the land between the two 
rivers." 

You feature events which very few of 
our generation remember - having only 
heard of them from our parents - not to 
mention the new generation,-born outside 
Iraq after the mass emigration of i950-51. 

The stories of Iraqi Jews who emigrated 
in the 19th Century to India, Burma, China 
and other parts of Asia, together with news 
and letters from our compatriots living to- 
day in Europe and the New World, bind 
the past with the present, East and West, 
and present a compelling picture of our 
odyssey in recent generations. 

The old photographs from the early part 
of this Century are not only interesting, 
but are also important for documentation, 
During the tate 'fbrties, we had to destroy 
must of our photos, especially those show- 
ing family members and close friends, 
shrce the C.I.D., would question the 
where-abouts of people appearing in them. 

We appreciate the time and effort you 
devote to this "labour of love", which is 
both a joy to the generation which Iivcd 
part of  their lives in Mesopotamia and a 
source of heightened understanding for 
their offspring and for the public at largeO 

Jerusalent Shlomo Dayan 



At the London Reception for General B a r a k -  Uri David, host; Naim and Ren6e Dangoor; General Ehnd and Mme Barak; Valentine and 
Menahem Barukh. 

General Ehud Barak, former Israel i Chief of Staff, came to London after the lifting of the arms embargo on Israel. He came not to buy arms 
from Britain, but to sell Israeli arms to Britain, especially latest helicopters. He negotiated with Defence Minister Malcolm Rifkind, a Jew, 
who missed being at  the Farnborough Air  Show because he was atsynagogue. Rifkind will go to Israel - the first British minister to pay an 
official visit to Israel proper. 

Does Israel have the A bomb? Although Barak is the best person to know, he said, "The answer is not important. What is important is that 
the Arabs believe we have the bomb." 

After General Barak's talk the following informal discussion took place: 
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The Law of Return 

One of  the problems to be discussed 
with the Palestinians is the Law of Re- 
turn.  Not the re turn  of Jews to Israel,  
bu t  the r e tu rn  (would you believe it) of  
the 1948 Patestinian refugees to Israel.  

Q. (N.D.): Why don ' t  you a rgue  the 
exchange of refugees. 

A:  The Palest inians don ' t  accept that  
the Jews who came to Israel  from I r aq  
and  other Arab  countries were refugees. 
They were ol im to Zion. In  this they are 
suppor ted  by none o the r  than  I s rae l  
Fore ign  Minis ter  Shimon Peres at  vari- 
ous Knesset debates. As such, they were 
free to r e tu rn  tQ the Arab  countries.  In 
fact, the migra t ion  of Jews  to Israel ,  
both before and  af ter  1948, was the re- 
sult  of  two f o r c e s -  a pul l  and a push. 
Wi thou t  the push of  persecut ion  and  
discr iminat ion the Jews of I raq  would 
not have emigra ted  en masse as they did 
in 1950/51, leaving everyth ing behind 
them. When the Jews were allowed to 
leave~ informed es t imates  were tha t  
some 25% would go. But the memory of 
1941 and the bombs  th rown  in 1951 
pushed 80% to go. 

Q.: I r aq  has no c la ims  on Israel .  
Why don ' t  you play S a d d a m  aga ins t  
As.sad? 

A: Saddam and Assad belong to the 
same Baath party. Moreover, Assad is 

r a t i ona l  and  a respons ib le  person.  
Saddam is mad. 

In  fact, a l though in theory they are 
both Baathists,  Saddam and Assad a re  
deadly enemies. Saddam would submit  
to any terms and condi t ions  to make  
peace with Israel and  thence America.  

Scenario: 
Stage 1. Saddam at  peace with Israel,  

USA, subject to d ismant l ing  and inspec- 
tions. 

Stage 2. Saddam topples Assad. 
Stage 3. Syria makes peace, without  

all  Golan. 
Stage 4. Is rael  and  Saddam topple 

the Ayatollahs.  
Stage 5. C a r t e r  to negot ia te  wi th  

S a d d a m  to s tep down and  r e t i r e  in 
Libya or  Switzerland. 

Push and Pull 
As Stated by the la te  D r  Heskel  

Isaacs in his ar t icle  in Scribe 62 entitled 
Migration of Iraqi Jews, the emigra t ion  
of that  ancient community was subject 
to two f o r c e s -  a " p u s h "  and  a "pul l " .  
The " p u s h "  was the discr iminat ion and 
persecution in the home country,  and 
the " p u l l "  was the prospect  o f  improved 
economic condi t ions  and ,  a f te r  1948, 
al iya to Israel.  

Wi thout  the push, al iya alone would 
not have dra ined  the whole community 
from its ancient  homelandO 
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Sephardi 
Convention 

by Maisie Meyer 

I attended the American Sephardi Fed- 
eration (ASF) National Convention held in 
Miami, Florida last January, The ASF has 
demonstrated the importance of preserving 
the authentic Sephardi lifestyle, its ethnic 
customs and traditions. 

The Gala Opening was attended by 
some 500 participants frmn throughout the 
US, Latin America, Europe and Israel - 
probably the largest and most diverse 
Sephardic conference in the world. It was 
followed by the Opening Night Plenary, a 
unique blend of talks by leading Sephardi, 
and music from Morocco, Brazi] and the 
Middle East. 

Professor Moshe Lazar, of  the Univer- 
sity of Southern California, spoke 
brilliantly on "The Glory and Agony of 
Sephardi Culture". Throughout the four 
days of this historic gathering, delegates 
explored the rich tapestry of Sephardic tra- 
dition drawn from as far afield as 
Baghdad, Cairo, Damascus, Meshed, Istan- 
bul, Tangier, Venice, Yemen and 
Shanghai. A concerted effort was made to 
find ways to foster a communal spirit 
among Sephardim to support our heritage, 
tradition, synagogues, communal institu- 
tions, schools and clubs, mainly by 
encouraging the participation of our youth. 

An important subject of discussion was 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. Given that 
Scphardim have always tired in Islamic 
lands, it. is important that their views arc 
heard in these critical days when the Jew- 
ish world is dcbating whether Arab and 
Jew can co-exist peaccfutly. Dr Albert 
Sasson, a Moroccan Jewish leader who 
serves as Assistant Director General of 
UNESCO in Paris, urged that beyond the 
signature of peace trcaties it was impera- 
tive to work at daily reconciliation 
between Jews and Arabs to prmnote and 
implement a culture of peace and tolerance 
and reciprocal understanding. Professor 
Heskel Haddad eloquently warned of the 
obstacles in the way of peace. 

The Conference went on to explore the 
critical issue of how American Jews wouId 
rclate to the new strong Israel at peace 
with its Arab neighbours, (lnshallah/), and 
the steps American Jewry should take to 
preserve the Jewishness of future genera- 
tions, in view of the 52 pcr cent 
assimilation rate in America today. 

Workshops provided a wide range of 
topics, including: The Last Jews of Alex- 
andria, Lading in Poetry and Music, A 
Tribute to thc Scphardic Community of 

• Shanghai, The Issue of the Abduction of 
Yemenite Infants from Israel, The Alterna- 
tive to the Peace Process, Israeli Dance, 
The Spoken Lading Language, Poetic Lit- 
urgy of the Scphardim, The Jews of 
Salonica, The Moroccan Synagogues and 
Community Identity, Cuban Jewry in Mi- 
ami, The Sephardic Demograplty in thc 

The Stamps of Iraq 
(by Freddy Khalastchy) 

t have been interested in Iraqi stamps ever 
since I started collecting at the age nf ten. 

The first stamps used in Iraq wm~e the Turk- 
ish stamps issued ifi 1863 (Fig l), On 1.1.1868 
the British opened their own post offices in 
Baghdad and Basra, where Indian stamps were 
used (Fig 2). These were closed on the out- 
break of the First World War. 

In September 1914 the British occupied Fad 
in Basra and began their advance towards 
Baghdad which was occupied on 11.3.I917. A 
quantity ot" Turkish stamps representing 25 dif~ 
fcrent types were ¢nl]eeted fwm various post 
offices. These were overprinted by ]rand 
'BAGHDAD IN BRITISH OCCUPATION' 
and put on sale on 1.9.1917. The quantity 
printed frum each type varied Item 59 copies 
(Fig 3) to t339 copies (Fig 4). On 17,9.1917 
supplies of these stamps were exhausted from 
the post office. General Maude ordered four 
complete sets of 25 stamps to be cancelled on 
that date (Fig 5). One set was retained by him. 
The other three sets were presented to King 
George V, The King of Egypt and Viscount 
Acheson who later became Lord Gnsford, One 
of these sets was sold seven years ago for 
£I5,000. 

On 1.9.1918 another set of Turkish stamps, 
this time overprinted in EngIand 'IRAQ IN 
BRITISH OCCUPATION' was issued (Fig 6). 
This was a political move to show that Turkey 
had lost cnntml over Iraq. One of the sheets of 
the 4 anna value had the inner picture of the 

United States, The Syrian Jewish Rescue, 
and A Celebration of Yemenite Culture 
and Tradition, 

Delegates shared the richness and 
beauty of a Sephardi Shabbath, Distin- 
guished Rabbis, there were some twenty 
present, expounded on the excellence of 
our religious tradition, The pervading at- 
mosphere was a reflection of the peace of 
Shabbath and was perhaps the highlight of 
the Convention. 

The Spectacular Gala Closing Banquet 
and Dance brought the curtain down on a 
very successful Conference, Alice Harary 
was presented an award for her heroic res- 
cue of Syrian Jews and well deserved 
accolades were given to those involved in 
the arduous task of organisation, notably 
the President Leon Levy, Isaac Benaroch, 
Serge Otmezguine and Edward Alcossa. It 
would seem certain that the I996 ASF 
Conference, which is tO be held in Israel, 
will also be an outstanding successe 

L o n d o n  Maisie  Meyer  

You are to be congratulated for produc- 
ing a first class and newsy edition of The 
Scribe on the occasion of the New Year 
(September I994), The picture of the 
Laura Kadoorie School in Baghdad was 
both vivid and memorable, The quality of 
your production and scholarship makes me 
wonder why we should have such poor 
Jewish newspaper reporting in Britain. 
You prove the job can be done so well and 
on a modest scale!e 

Essex  Radio ,  • Prof .  Eric M o o n m a n  
S ou th en d - On-Sea  

mosque invmacd (Fig 7). This is the most valu- 
able single Iraqi stamp currently valued at 
£ 12,000. 

On 1,2.1919 a special set was issued for use 
in Mosul only (Fig 8). According to the Sykes- 
Picot Treaty, Mosul was not considered a part 
of Iraq. To avoid annoying the French, Britain 
did not allow Iraqi stamps to be used in Mosul. 
Instead this separate issue was made. 

On 1.6.1923 the first stamps for traq proper 
were issued. These depicted hJstcwical scenes 
from Iraq (Fig 9). Stamps bearing the effigy of 
King FaisaI I fn]lc~wed in 1927 (Fig 10) and 
t931 (Fig 11). On 1.4.1932 Iraq changed from 
the Indian currency to a new currency, of fils 
and dinar, As the stamps with the new currency 
had not arrived yet l?om England, the old 
stamps were overprinted in Iraq with the new 
currency (Fig 12). The new stamps finally ar- 
rived and were released on 9.5.1932 (Fig 13). 
Stamps depicting King Ghazi (Fig !4) were is- 
sued on II.6.1934. Between 1942 and 1958 
several stamps depicting King FatsaI II at vari- 
ous ages were issued (Figs 15, 16, 17 & 18). 

A republic was declared on 14.%1958 after a 
bloody coup. Stamps bearing the portrait of 
King Ghazi and King Faisal II were overprinted 
with the words 'IRAQI REPUBLIC' in Arabic 
(Figs 19 & 20). From then on, various stamps 
were issued depicting presidents, ancient ruins, 
historical events, religious festivals, anniversa- 
ries and other themes. 

I would like to hear from any reader who 
might have interesting intSrmation relating to 
Iraqi stamps. At the same time any readers 
wishing to expand on fire subject can contact 
me at the following address: 32 Campbell 
Court, Gloucester Road, London SW3 4PDO 

Shanghai Jews 
1845- 1939 

Abstract from the  Doctorate  thesis 

by Maisie Meyer 
From 1845 Baghdadi Jews settled in 

Shanghai via India and, over a century of 
existence, their numbers possibly never ex- 
ceeded eight hundred. During this period 
they were exposed to great changes in 
their social, economic and political envi- 
ronment. Traditionalists believed that 
loyalties to the customs of their Baghdadi 
forebears, and occasionally even to Juda- 
ism itself, were being threatened. In this 
thesis the actions the Baghdadi Jews in 
Shanghai took to preserve their Jewish 
identity arc examined, and changes in eth- 
nic.. • identity • in ... Shanghai between 
1845-1939 are analysed. Particular atten- 
tion is paid to: their choice and the 
significance of the label Sephardi'; the re- 
ligious and communal institutions they 
established in order to preserve their iden- 
tity; their contribution to the economic 
development of the InternationaI Settle- 
ment; the reasons for their tenacious 
endeavours to be accepted as British sub-. 
jects while remaining loyal to their 
religion; their reluctance to identify with 
the Zionist movement and their demonstra- 
tion of solidarity with their co-religionists 
who sought refuge in Shanghai from Nazi 
persecution. 

Notwithstanding the obstacles encoun- 
tered in consulting docmnents preserved m 
the Shanghai archives, this thesis draws on 
a wide range of primary material, notably: 
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the Shanghai Police Department Records, Mrs Maisie M e y e r  
Foreign, Colonial and India Office Files, BA Honours Degree in English. 
the Central Zionist correspondence with 

BA Honours Degree in Humanities. Shanghai, American Joint Distribution 
recordS, and newspapers printed in China, MA International History at the London School of Economics. 
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and in India. Particular use has been made 
of the Israel's Messenger, the first Jewish 
periodical and the only Sephardi journal to 
be published in China. Factual information 
rather than the opinions of  its editor, 
Nissim Ezra Benjamin Ezra, has been 
taken into account. Despite a widespread 
search the communal records have not 
come to light. Consequently emphasis has 
been placed on the available documenta- 
tion and on interviews with people who 
once lived in the community. These data 
have been particularly useful in under- 
standing such phenomena as value systems 
and modes of thought. Of course, memo- 
ries fade or become coloured over time. 
Nevertheless, frequently there has been a 
consensus among informants, or informa- 
tion given by any particular individual has 
been logically consistent, so that confi- 
dence in the data would appear to be 
justified. 

It will be shown that the hopes and be- 
liefs of the founding fathers, as expressed by 
David Solomon Sassoon-  that the traders 
who left Baghdad to settle in new countries 
would remain true to the tenets of the Jewish 
religion and to the traditional observance of 
Baghdadi Jews in particularO 

PhD At the London School of Economics - "The Sephardi Jewish Community Of Shang- 
hai 1845-1939 and the Question of Identity". 

Awarded a doctorate in August 19940 

Maisie Meyer with some of the participants in a 
"Celebration of  Yeminit¢ Culture and Traditions"o 
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My father, the late Nessim Shaul Ozair 
(Ezeir), was the first Jew who completed 
the Iraqi Police Officers Course organised 
by the British in Baghdad after the First 
World War. He was then appointed as the 
passport officer in charge at the Iraqi-Per- 
sian border in Basrah. During the few 
years at this post he provided substantial 
help to the Jewish community in crossing 
that border. At one instance he assisted my 
mother, Regina Yosef Hoory, with her fa- 
ther when they were crossing the border on 
their way to India. There he fell in love with 
her, so he wrote her lovingly to India pro- 
posing marriage. She came back following 
her heart to Baghdad and they got married in 
1928. My father continued working in the 
Police Department in more responsible posi- 
tions until he was fired for being a Jew after 
lraq took full independence. 

The Baring Bubble  
A young trader called Nick had much daring 
He entered the markets without any caring 
He made bets on derivatives 
Then the debts became infinitives 
And everyone named Baring is swearing~ 

London Debbie & Joe Shaya 

We all want to go to Paradise, but are 
reluctant to leave this world! 

Most people acquire enough 
religion to hate others, but not 

enough religion to show 
toleration and Iovee. 

i 

The Arabs failed to tick Israel in sev- 
eral conventional wars, so they resorted to 
terrorism. 

But can't they reaIise that in a terror 
showdown they are at an even worse dis- 
advantage?O 

Members of my family emigrated from 
Baghdad to Bombay in 1935 or 1937. Being 
the duty one of my family left in France, I 
travelled to India to find my roots. I was 
informed that many Baghdadian Jews left 
Bombay for Australia and South Africa• 

Would it be possible for you to help me to 
trace my family? 

I am the grandson of David Menache, 
born in Baghdad to Roubain and of Schontob 
Henna. 

25 Avenue de la Gare Claude Menaehe 
80200 Peronne 
France 

Scribe: We have referred your enquiry to 
Lydia Collins, our genealogy specialist, asking 
her to contact you with any useful information. 

We are also sending you a copy of the 
Hebrew book which recently appeared in Jeru- 
salem on the Zubeida family, which is the 
general name of the Menaches and the Roubains. 
We hope that readers will contact you directly 
if they can help in your enquiryl  

1926- my father flanked by two policemen 
at the Iraq-lran border near Basrah. 

My family name Ezeir was changed to 
Ozair when we arrived in Israel in 1951. It 
is not cl~ar to me how and why Ezeir was 
adopted by my ancestors. However, the 
vil lage near Basrah, where the Prophet 
Ezra is buried, was named Ezeir after him. 

I have been working for sometime on 
the Ezeir family tree and was able to reach 
back to nine generations. 1 can see in this 
tree several Ezeirs who gave their lives 
during Israel's War of Independence. I can 
find also the martyr Daood Ezeir who was 
killed while walking in a street in Baghdad 
during the pogroms of 1936-37. It is inter- 
esting to note in this tree community 
leaders, scientists, engineers, doctors, law- 
yers, merchants, bankers, musicians, 
farmers, etc. who have served in Iraq, in 
Israel and in other countries around the 
world. 

This family tree needs more work and 
corrections. I would appreciate hearing 
from the Ezeirs who are interested in their 
roots and who can shed more light in this 
endeavourO 

Ray Properties Victor Ozair, MSe, PE 
President, 
1516 South Bundy Drive 
Suite 304 
Los Angeles 
California 90025, USA 

The following song is taken from the collection of 
"IRAQI" songs by Ibrahim Obadia. 

Don't ask why I love her 

Written by Ibrahim Obadla 

Music  by Salah aI-Shibli 

Performed by Salah al-Shibli 

Translated to English by Ofer Deshe) 

Don't ask me why l fancy her 
[ can't measure her.beauty 
Her smile is charming 
Capture me with its gentleness 
Her common behaviour amaze me 
I am the happiest when she's  
worrying 
How lovely her nature 

Don't ask me whay l fancy her 
I can't measure her beauty 
When she gets mad I give in 
When she is wrong I forgive 
I shake her hand 
and open her my heart 
Don' t ask me why I fancy her 
I can't measure her beauty 
Her expressions are imaginative 
her laugh like a song 
her language iraqui 
she is the perfect woman - 
real lover 
Don' t ask me whey I fancy her 
I can' t measure her beauty 
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Heskel Sulto~n Imy great-grandfather). He is the 
first husband of Khataon Akerib, He died shortly 
after my grandmother Aziza  was horn. My great- 
grandmother remarried after her daughter  
married. (Photo approximately 192,0)O 

Rego  Park ,  N . Y .  Irv in  M a u a l l e m  

Isaac Murad and family (my great-grandparents, 
great uncles and aunts, and grandmother), l am 
named for Isaac Murad. Standing beside him is 
his wife Jamila Gabbai, holding her daughter 
Tabu. Standing in front of  Isaac is Ephraim 
(Frank), Julius and David. The little glrl in front 
with the defiant stand is my grandmother Semha. 
I do not know the person sitting on the far right. 
I had the pleasure of  knowing all my  great uncles 
and aunts in this picture. My great-grandmother 
Jamila died in New York one year before I was 
born. (Photo approximately 1910)O 

Rego  Park~ N . Y .  [rvin  Moual lem 

T h e  Mouallem family. This is the only photograph o f  m y  grandfather's  entire family. 

Front row (L to R): Florence and Heskel Naji. 
Back row: Abdullah William (my father); Reuben Mouallem; Habiba {his mother) holding Musooda 
Sylvia; Semha; Rachel (my grandfather's sister). 

This picture was taken approximately in early 1938. Florence died in October 1939. We only have a 
couple of  pictures of  her since most were destroyed after her death. I was able toget a copy of  this picture 
from my aunt Toba, who was living in the United States at that time, and my grandparents had sent her 
a copy o f  the photoO 

Rego  Park ,  N . Y .  

Jewish Continuity 
The controversial link between Joint Is- 

rael Appeal and Jewish Continuity has 
raised a number of questions among which 
should be the high prices of kosher meat 
and poultry. 

Kashrut is the cornerstone of a Jewish 
home and Jewish life, so that it is impera- 
tive to ensure that kosher food is not sold 
at exorbitant prices. Why should a Jew pay 
£8 for a chicken when-the same can be 
bought for £2 at supermarkets? 

Surveying the future from his high 
tower, Chief Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks 
wonders if  we shall have Jewish grandchil- 
dren. I tell Dr Sacks, "At:a ha-ish!" You 
are the man who has it in his hands to pro- 
vide the correct answer. As head of Jewish 
Continuity you can make sure that Kosher 
food is available at reasonable prices. 

Dr Sacks laments the fast disappcarance 
of Diaspora Jewry through assimilation 
and intermarriage. As Chief Rabbi, he 
should take the lead in coming to terms 
with Masorti and Progressive Judaism that 
can act as a safety net for those who find 
Orthodoxy too difficult. A Jew should be 
recognised not only through the mother 
but also through the father. Conversions 
should be eased drastically, so that instead 
of losing a son we gain a daughter. 

Unfortunately, Dr Sacks may be unable 
to do anything as he talks from inside a 
prison. The detachment with which Rabbi 
Sacks contemplates the future of his flock 
is frightening. He may feel that as long as 
he has a minyan at his shul, he doesn't 
care two sparrows about the size and com- 
position of Anglo-Jewrye 

N a m e  a n d  address  supplied 

Irvin  

A m e r i c a n  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B e i r u t  
A recent fund-raising Dinner of the 

Swiss branch of the Alumni Association of 
the American University of Beirut was 
held in Geneva. In recognition of his con- 
tinued moral and material support of the 
University and to Lebanon, the Executive 
Committee unanimously appealed to Mr 
Salim Lawi to accept the title of Honorary 
President of the Alumni Association in 
Switzerland. Mr Lawi responded by ex- 
pressing his gratitude for the honour. He 
also made a commitment to continue help- 
ing the Association achieve its mission and 
to keep AUB's flag flying high. 

At the Dinner he was seated between 
the Ambassadors of Lebanon, Jordan and 
Syria, which may indicate the shape of 
things to c o m e t  

Arabic Spectrum Radio 
There are now a million Arabs living in 

Britain of whom about 150,000 are Iraqis. 
On the multi-ethnic, round the clock Spec- 
trum Radio, the Arabic programme 
occupies a prime period of four hours, 8 
p.m. - midnight, and is very active and 
popular. 

The programme constantly made anti- 
Israel and even antisemitic remarks and 
was recently fined £1000 and the presenter 
sacked for breaking the Radio Authority's 
guidelines. George Hye deserves credit for 
making and pursuing his complaints to the 
Home Office. 

Most of the Arab exiles receive sub- 
stantiat housing and other allowances. A 
million pounds in legal aid was recently 
paid on behalf of  an Arab who was later 
discovered to have large assets abroadO 
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The Queen chatting with Dr. Jamil Elkabir after 
decorating him with an MBE for his community 
work. 

W e  acknowledge  wi th  thanks  rece ipt  
of  vo luntary  and generous  contr ibut ions  
from:  
Mr S E Sassoon, New York 
Mrs Carol Basri, New York 
Mr joe Cohen, London 
Mr Meyer Jonah, Los Angeles 
Mr Ezra Rabie, Lake Oswego 
Mrs Rose Horowitz, Los Angeles 
Mr Jack Rahameem, London 
Mr E Herbstman, New York 
Mr Robert Shasha, New York 
Mr Ronald Mukamal) Baltimore 
Mr Saul Khutaina, New York 
Mrs Julie Rodman, Lexington, MA 
"Snowbirds" (Iraqi Comm. of Ft 
Lauderdale) 
Mrs Helen Meyer anti her son Joseph Meet 
(in memory of the late Yousef Meyer) 
Mr Edmond Mnrad, Newton, MA 
Mrs Samtra Galler, New York 
Mr Frederick Sion, New Jersey 
Mr & Mrs Wilson Ahoudi, New Jersey 
Mr Edmond Loya, Redwood City, Calif. 
Mrs F Shashona, New Jersey 
Mr Edward Khamara, Mt. Waverly, Aus- 
tralia 
Mr Joseph Shoehet, Cincinnati 
Mr Alfred Shasha, Searsdale, N.Y. 
Mr Shlomo Dayan, Jerusalem 
Mr I~ouad Shahrabani, Montreal 
Mr Jamal Izzat, London 
Mr A Asian, Cherry Hill, N.Y. 
Mrs M Simon, London 
Mr Clemens Boden, Seotlanda 

The Iraqi "Snowbirds" of Ft Lauderdale 
appreciate the work of The Scribe in keep- 
ing us in touch and informed. 

The  Iraqi Community of Ft Lauderdale.  

C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :  Morris & Evette 
Mashaal, Mounir & Joyce Peress, Linda 
Khalastehi, Alfred & Vivienne Saleh and 
Victor Chitayat•  

A copy of your September Scribe was 
loaned to me by one of your subscribers 
who lives in Vancouver. I found the arti- 
cles to be of great interest and wonder if  
our organisation might be included in your 
mailing list for future issues and some 
back numbers. 

Because of the historical content, I be- 
lieve The Scribe would be of value to 
those of our members who might be re- 
searching Babylonian Jewry•  

Jewish Genealogical Cissie Eppel, 
Institute of President 
British Columbia 
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I recently had the opportunity to read The 
Scribe and I was so much thrilled by the 
articles it contained. As my name shows I am 
an Iraqi Jew and am much interested in the 
articles that you cover. It is enlightening. In 
fact a colleague of mine, who is not Iraqi, 
was also thrilled by the articles that you 
publish. 

Thank you and may God help you in 
expanding your work and spreading the 
knowledgeO 

Bayside, N.Y. Sami Kattan 

Your readers may be interested to know 
that Doreen Shaoul was recently inducted 
as the new President of the West London 
Medico-Chirurgical Society. The Society, 
founded in t882, is a traditional feature of 
West London medical life. Knowing 
Doreen's lively personality and commit- 
ment to general practice, members are 
looking forward to an enjoyable year. 

Doreen is the first woman GP President 
and is especially appreciated as there has 
not been a GP President since 19850 

London Marion L Horesh 

T h e  E a s t e r n  J e w i s h  Musica l  Trad i t ion  
(Abridged) 

by Reuben Kashani 

The first scholar to make an organised 
attempt to preserve examples of eastern 
(Sephardic) Jewish songs was the musi- 
cologist  Avraham Zvi Idelsohn who, 
during the years t906-1916, collected folk 
tunes, examples of eantillation marks and 
eastern Jewish melodies. He also investi- 
gated the roots of eastern instrumental 
performance, in addition to the various in- 
fluences on this music. The results of  his 
researches were published in the ten vol- 
tones of Otsar Neginot Israel, or 
"Thesaurus of Hebrew Oriental Melodies" 
(the first five volumes appeared in Hebrew 
and the rest in German and English), as 
well as in other collections of Jewish mu- 
sic. 

The eighteenth-century Italian com- 
poser Benedetto Marcello stated, '+In the 
music of the Jews, as it is heard in their 
synagogues, may be detected a relic of the 
musical ritual of  the Temple." But today 
there is no possibility of reconstructing the 

music of the Temple, since early Christian 
music developed out of the Greek or Ara- 
maic folk tradition. 

Chanting and singing associated with 
ancient rites and the worship of the creator 
were accompanied by various instruments. 
The last of  the Psalms, number 150, ex- 
claims: 

Praise the Lord? 
Praise God in his sanctuary; praise 
him in his mighty firmament[ 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
praise him according to his exceed- 
ing greatness? 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
praise him with lute and harp? 
Praise him with timbrel and dance; 
praise him with strings and pipe? 
Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
praise him with loud clashing cym- 
bals! 
Let everything that breathes praise 
the Lord[ 
Praise the Lord! • 

Joe Cohen with his granddaughter Jessiea 
Llpman. 

J o e  C o h e n  
Mr Joe Cohen, a founder member of the 

Ohel David Eastern Synagogue, Golders 
Green, and Vice President for the past 35 
years, retired in May 1994. During his 
term of office, he contributed greatly to 
the management of the Synagogue and to 
the interests of the members. 

Mr Cohen's children, Rosemary and 
Ashley, gave him a champagne party at the 
Totteridge Village Hall last September to 
celebrate his 80th birthday. 

Guests were treated to a feast of  East- 
e r n  delicacies. Mr Cohen's son Ashley 
gave a touching speech about his father's 
activities to date, and his elder brother 
Ellis also spoke. Mr Cohen's two younger 
grandchildren, Jamie (8) and Natalie (6) 
entertained the guests, with a musical Rap 
song about their grandfather¢ 



Memorial service for Rahma 
Mittana Luddy on Sunday, 

January 29th 1995 in London 

"'We are here to remember," said Reverend 
Nissim Morris, to the gathering of 160 old girls 
and boys of the Jewish Girls' School of Cal- 
cutta. The remembrance was in a spirit of 
thanksgiving for a life dedicated to education, 
mainly but not solely, for the pupils of the 
School of which she was Principal from 1929 
until 1963. Tributes were received from all 
over the world and confirmed the words of her 
niece, Naomi Shaw: "The seeds she sowed in 
her lifetime are bearing fruit and are to be found 
in every country." 

The remembrance was also in the spirit of 
appreciation for the services of someone who 
had given whole-heartedly to the community 
from which she came and in which she was 
reared. As Rabbi David said: "We came from 
the East with education and the spirit of learn- 
ing which was put before us by our teachers." 
Rabbi Gubbay reminded Miss Luddy's old 
pupils that the process of education is a very 
arduous job and one which requires infinite 
patience to "ensure that everyone understands, 
the lessons have to be repeated over and over." 

The sheer size of the attendance at the serv- 
ice. even at short notice, and the number of 
tributes to her work, made it clear that the 
majority of pupils and staff had access to the 
fine qualities beneath the forbidding kernel. 
We heard that her home was open to those 
pupils who needed shc!tcring for one reason or 
another; we heard of her respect for her serv- 
ants and acknowledgement of their rights to an 
education, we heard also of the trust placed in 
her, and of her understanding and support in a 
range of difficult situations. 

Those who came to the Memorial Service 
were well aware of the public lifc of Miss 

The above photograph, taken around 1934~5 at the Jewish Girls' School premises, No. 8 
Pollock Street, Calcutta, shows Miss Luddy with some of her school staff. 

Seated, left to right: Mrs Sally Morris (ne~ Isaac), Miss Stella Benjamin, Miss Rahma 
Luddy, Miss May Vaughan, Miss Ramah Moses. 

Standing, left to right: Mrs Sarah Abraham (ne6 Raphael), Miss A Sinclair, Miss K Chalk, 
Mrs Sarah Isaac, Miss Una Murray, Miss Ramah Musleah, Mrs Dinah Samuel (ne6 Isaac) 
and Mrs Hannah Howard (ne~ Joshua). 

Luddy expressed mainly through her contribu- 
tion to a system of education which combined 
both secular and Jewish studies, sport and travel, 
team work and personal excellence. 

Rabbi Gubbay said that in holding the me- 
morial service we were contributing to the 

elevation of Miss Luddy's soul. Ramah 
Musleah, a member of the staff of the Jewish 
Girls' School throughout Miss Luddy's term of 
office, asked that all the old pupils join in a 
prayer that their Principal's soul be bound in 
eternal life with those of our ancestors in Gan 
FAenO 

As a token of my gratitude for The 
Scribe - a particular privilege that has 
come my way regularly for some years - 
please accept this one-off replica of the old 
Welch Coracle, not made by me but by a 
basket-weaving specialist  to an ancient 
pattern, which may still be seen in use on 
the small rivers of Wales since Celtic 
times (none of those rivers is tong though 
the Severn rises in Pymlimon), whose lin- 
ings then were made of skin. Note the 
wil low frame, the paddle, the leather 
thonged headband bound to the scat for 
bearing the lightweight vessel against the 
forehead when w a l k i n g -  like the beetle, 
and of course the mallet in the hole in the 
fisherman's seat, known as ~'the priest". 
Whence "'priest"? I can only hazard a 
shrewd nonconformist guess thai it was 
like the ritual instrument used by Roman 
Catholics to administer the last rites of 
their church. Nowadays, a lump of lead 
placed in a cavity of the "'priest's" head 
will expedite the demise of the salmon 
which knows unless he gets away he'll  
soon be in "'hot water"! 

This primitive mode of aquatic propul- 
sion will remind you of a larger model 
designed to ply the Tigris, and of course of 
that wonderful and heart-melting tale on 
the banks of the Nile, wher~ "'the babe Mo- 
ses wept"! 1 had planned to visit The Teifi 
where veterans of the river still ply their 

"up-turned beetles" and have myself pho- 
tographed in one of them, reading the 
latest issue of The Scribe. Hopefully 1 shall 
do so when the salmon season starts and 
send it on (as Mr Dangoor requested) un- 
der the caption: THE SCRIBE REACHES 
THOSE PARTS WHICH OTHERS CAN- 
NOT. To reach those creeks and inlets is 
indeed remarkable. 

Swansea, Wales Gruffydd Thomas 

Scribe: It was a pleasant surprise to re- 
ceive the parcel containing the Coracle as 
used in the Welsh rivers. Your present is 
greatly appreciated. 

In Iraq this type of craft is made of a 
more solid construction, but there is an- 
other type (called Kalak) which consists of 
logs floating on inflated skins, which are 
used to bring merchandise down the Tigris 
River, and when they arrive at their desti- 
nation, the boatmen sell the timber and the 
skins. They then return to the north by 
road transport to start another cycleO 

I enjoyed Abdulla Anwar's  anecdote 
about Germany's bad odour very much. I 
laughed and laughed till tears streamed 
down my cheeksO 

London Alice Shashou 

I was born in Kobe, Japan. I was a war 
baby. My mother Eliza Shawn (Mattuck) 
was born in Bombay and my father 
Edward Shawn (Ezra Sherbanee) in Bagh- 
dad. I have three sisters and a brother. We 
left Kobe in 1946 for Bombay. 

My father left for Bangkok on business 
and my mother arranged for me to attend a 
boarding school in Bangalore, together 
with my two older sisters. 

We left for London, then Vancouver in 
1953. I went to Gesher Hezev, Israel, 
through Habonim and met my husband 
who also attended Habonim in Los Ange- 
les. We got married in Vancouver. 

I now live in Los Angeles and have a 
daughter and two sons. I am currently 
President of my Hadassah group, When I 
visited my mother recently in Vancouver I 
read The Scribe and enjoyed it very much. 
I would like to have my name on your 
mailing listO 

Granada Hill, Calif. Joy Shapiro 

I would be more than grateful if  you 
would put me on your list of subscribers. I 
am having a hard time trying to borrow 
one from my friends, because no one 
wants to share it, even for a few days. I 
hope this publication will never ceaseO 

Forest Hills, N.Y. Charlotte Kateh 
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On the occasion of the first Officers' Investiture of Habonim in Calcutta in 1938 by Albert Manasseh 
with Sir David and Lady Rachel Ezra. 
In uniform (seated): Sally Meyer (now Dr Sally Lewis). To her right Meyer Musleah; ant[ to her left Ellis 
Abraham • 

I was happy to read your September is- 
sue for various reasons. 

To hear again from Dolly (Dayan) 
Shadier, with whom we share a common 
great grandfather, Rabbi Shmuel Sadqa. I 
believe Dolly was a contemporary of my 
sister Grace Frankel who is l iving in Lon- 
don and I am sure would welcome old 
contacts after a span of over 40 years. 

Rachel and Sarah Manasseh's very eru- 
dite discourse on our community in India 
was particularly revealing and nostalgic 
and pretty accurate. Both Habonim and 
Maccabi were flourishing in the 1940s and 
until the late 1950s, but then the exodus to 
Israel, Australia and the United Kingdom 
caused drastic reductions in our youth. In- 
deed India was one of the most tolerant 
countries, so different from any other 
country where antisemitism ruled in a per- 
niciousway. We were fortunate to live and 
thrive in the Indian environment. I would 
like to add that Albert Manasseh was my 
mentor for many years. He was a noble 
lovely person and whenever and wherever 
we met latterly, it was like shedding the 
years instantly. 

By the way, I had the privilege to lead 
a successful Indian team to the 1957 
Maccabiah (3 gold and 3 silver medals for 
our team). My family moved to London in 
1965 and am now back in the dynamic 
East in sunny Singapore since 1986. 

I then had the good fortune to lead the 
first Singapore team t o  the 1989 
Maccabiah earning a silver medal on the 
way. 

As always "the wandering Jew" meshes 
India/London/Singapore but with Israel the 
pivotal force. 

I have an urgent request from our 
cousin Dr Mercy Sadka and Philip Sadik 
of Perth to l ind out from among the Sadka 
descendants whether Sadkas, Mashaals, 
Noys, Nawys, Dayans, Mansoors, how do 
we get hold of one of Samuel Sadka's 
mezuzoth or scrolls. Apparently he was a 
prolific producer - among the top 
echelone 

47 Binjal Park, Samuel Marshall 
Singapore 2158 
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Don't blame God 

It is significant that the Holocaust af- 
fected mainly Ashkenazi communities, for 
they were willing to live as defenceless 
minorities in a hostile and vicious environ- 
ment. 

When Abraham found himself  in a 
similar situation, he heeded the Divine 
command: "'Get thee out[" Jews could 
have gone to America, Africa, Australia. 
Many did but others would not or could 
not go. There was a lack of leadership. Zi- 
onism was not and is not the sole answer 
for the Jewish people. Israel is too small to 
contain the whole Jewish nation. Long be- 
fore the destruction of the Second Temple, 
the majority of the Jewish people lived 
outside Israel. There were many opportuni- 
ties to form new nations_eisewhereO 

A Jewish rabbi was caught in a flood, 
but he refused to leave his building, say- 
ing, "God will save me." When the water 
reached the first floor, a rowing boat 
passed by, but he refused to get on the 
boat. When the water rose to the second 
floor, a motorboat came along but again he 
refused to join. When the water reached 
the roof of the building, a helicopter hov- 
ered above, asking him to be lifted, but he 
kept saying God will save me. Then he 
drowned. In heaven, he went straight to 
the complaints department of Terrestrial 
Activities - planet Earth - and said: "'What 
is going on? 1 put my trust in Heaven, but 
you have let me down." After tapping the 
computer, the operator told him: "At 3.30 
we sent you a rowing boat; at 4 o'clock we 
sent you a motorboat; and at 5 o'clock we 
sent you a helicopter. It was your decision. 
There was nothing more we could do."e  

Can the Holocaust be regarded as a violent 
form of natural selection, so that those who 
have survived it are now of  superior  
s t rain?e 

Preserving our 
Babylonian Heritage 

Dr Victor Sasson recently gave a talk 
on the above subject at the Iraqi Centre in 
New York, which was attended by some 
70 members of the Community, who 
warmly welcomed his interesting observa- 
tions. 

He concluded by saying that in the 
post-Exilic period, Ezra and Nehemiah 
struggled to preserve Jewish identity and 
continuity. There is, however, a big differ- 
ence between the ancient past and 
present-day reality. We now live in an age 
of speed, mobility, and quick change and 
of pop culture. It is a much smaller world 
than it used to be and cultural/religious 
erosion is discernible everywhere. But one 
can adapt to one's environment, within 
reason, without losing our distinctive iden- 
t i tye  

Auschwitz 
Convent 

In 1971 I was one of the first to warn 
Israel of  the Catholic Church's plan to 
build a convent and a chapel in the 
grounds of the Nazi death camp where the 
Germans and their Polish collaborators ex- 
terminated 1.5 million people, 90% being 
Jews. 

l wrote to the Chief Rabbinate in Jeru- 
salem giving the news and added that 
future generations of Christian pilgrims 
may be told, "This is the spot where 'mur- 
derers of God' received their just 
punishment." 

The Chief Rabbinate replied that they 
were not aware of this and that my letter 
broke their heart and asked for more de- 
tails and promised to investigate the 
matter. 

The manner by which the authorities 
have behaved in this respect confirms the 
vicious and unrepentant antisemitism of 
the Catholic Churche N.D.  

God and the Holocaust 

Former Chief Rabbi, Lord Immanuel 
Jakobovitz, went to Auschwitz to represent 
the Queen at the 50th anniversary of the 
liberation of the death camp. He said, on 
the radio, I have no answer to the question, 
"Where was God during the Holocaust?" 

How can we go about our daily busi- 
ness without having an answer to that 
important question. Should we abandon 
Yahweh for Baat and Moloch, and aban- 
don the Torah for the law of the jungle? 
Lord Jakobovitz said that Abraham was 
also troubled by the same question. At the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah he 
asked God, "Should not the Lord of jus- 
tice act justly. Should you destroy the 
righteous with the wicked?" Neither Lord 
Jakobovitz nor apparently Abraham quite 
understood God's  reply. God said, "I 
would not destroy Sodom if  there are 
righteous people there." What He meant 
was that in a wicked society there are no 
innocent people. Everyone has to suffer the 
consequences - both the wicked and those 
who consider themselves righteouse N.D. 



Who is a Jew 
From D~tycttt Dr Pinchas ToIedano 

With reference to Baroness Miller's ar- 
ticle on "Who is a Jew", the requkement 
that the mother should be Jewish is based 
on Dcuteronmny, Chapter 7, Verses 3 and 
4: "Neither sbalt thou make marriages 
with them: thy daughter thou shalt not 
give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt 
thou take unto thy son. For he will turn 
away thy son from tbllowing Me, that they 
may serve other gods; so will the anger el' 
the LORD be kindIed against you, and He 
will destroy thee quickly." 

By the words "For he will turn away 
...", our Rabbis of blessed memory inter- 
preted this verse to refer to the son of a 
heathen from Canaan. TILe Israelite's 
daughter should not be given in marriage 
to the heathen, because the heathen's fa- 
ther wiI1 bring up "thy son" (i.e. the 
Israelite's grandson) in idoIatry. 

Our Rabbis have deduced that a child 
born of a Jewish mother and a non-Jewish 
father is regarded as "thy son", i.e. a Jew, 
but not if born of a non-Jewish mother and 
a Jewish father. 

DetaiIs of this Law are mentioned in 
Rashi's commentary taken from the Baby- 
lonian Tahnud tractate Kidushin. 

Wembley~ Middlesex 

Plurality of views within Judaism ap- 
pears to be fashionable these days and 
Baroness Miller's somewhat unorthodox 
dellbcrations on "Who is a Jew" did not 
therefore come as a surprise, 

I find it incomprehensible, however, 
that you should present readers with the 
"Khazar Canard" as contained in Lady 
Miller's last paragraph on "Who is Jew- 
ish" 

The contention that present-day Jews 
(not necessarily only the Ashkenazim) are 
descended from Khazars, is far from new, 

The motivation behind the story is 
clear: to re-write Jewish history in order to 
sever the link between the Jewish people 
of today and the biblical Hebrews, as this 
would at, tomatically dislodge and 
delegitimise our claim to the Land of Is- 
rael. What is not clear though, is why The 
Scribe shouId lend its pages to give a new 
lease o£ life to this preposterous fantasy, 
without adding an explanation as to its 
origin and purpose, Providing a platform 
for talcs such as this one can only serve to 
add credibiIity to one of the most outra- 
geous Arab propaganda lies and help to 
put a question mark over our inalienable 
right to the land of our forefathers. 

Wembley Park, Middlesex MrsRuth Willers 

Scribe: We do not share your concern 
regarding the Khazar cmmection for the 
following reasons: 

1) Not all present Jews are of the seed 
of Abraham. So, where do we draw 
the line'? 

2) The Hebrews oi" tbe Exodus were a 
motley crowd, 

3) There were many conversions to 
Judaism during the second Common- 
wealth. 

4) Ezra purified tile genealogy of Baby- 
lonian Jewry, but not of Palestinian 
Jewry. 

5) There were many conversions to 

Judaism at the time o[ the Maccabees. 
6) You may say alI such conversions 

were of Semitic, Middle Eastern peo- 
ple; but in the finst centuries BCE and 
CE there were many conversions to 
Judaism in the Greek and Roman 
worlds and in North Africa. 

7) No one is saying that all Ashkenazim 
are descended from the Khazars. At 
worst, they are mixed with these con- 
verted Jews. 

8) 1£ we claim that Jews are racially 
pure, we expose ourselves to the ac- 
cusation that Zionism is racism, 

9) What about the Jews of Ethiopia and 
other places? 

10) Who is an Arab? Are the people of 
Egypt, Iraq, Syria and North Africa 
ethnically Arabs? 

1 l)  Abdel Nasser defined an Arab as any- 
one who fceIs he is part of Arab 
ctdture. 

12) This is good enough for our purpose. 
Anyone who is born a Jew or be- 
comes a Jew can regard himself as 
belonging to the Jewish nation. 

13 )Th i s  logic was demonstrated in the 
recent case of the harassed English 
policeman who was regarded as an 
ethnic Jew because he had converted 
to Judaism. 

I4) When we say a Jew is one born of a 
Jewish mother, our concern is not the 
genes but the upbringing - not the na- 
ture but the nurtureO 

Zionism in India 
and the Far  East 

by Percy S. Gonrgey, MBE 

On a hot summer's clay in the year 
1920, three young men met under a street 
Iamp in Bombay excitedly clutching some 
newspaper reports. These concerned vari- 
ous gatherings in Loniton to celebrate the 
issuance of the Balfour Declaration in 
1917 which gave immense and continuing 
joy to British Jewry who had grasped its 
significance l%r the World Zionist Move- 
meut and the eventual establishment of a 
Jewish State, 

The young men were of Baghdadiau 
origin - Judah Gubbay, Joseph S, Ezra and 
Ezekiel S, Somekh, Tbey decided to form 
the Bombay Zionist Association, as they 
told me, many years tater when [ became 
its Honorary Secretary (in [947). tt was 
fitting to have done so at that tinte as 
shortIy afterwards a visitor came from 
London. He was Israel Cohen, the Zionist 
historian and the then General Secretary of 
the World Zionist Organisation with its 
head office in London. Mr Cohen was on a 
visit to India and the Far East to spread the 
message of Zionism. 

UntiI 1948, the BZA was active in o f  
ganising lectures and meetings, Hebrew 
cIasses, a trickle of aliya to British MmLda- 

• tory Palestine, and. publishing a journal, 
Tke Jewish Advocate. It is interesting to 
note that in 1939 Pandit Nehru, the great 
Congress nationalist leader and first Prime 
Minister of India, wrote a letter to tile Jew- 
ish Advocate in which hc declared his 
beIief that "with the withdrawal of the evil 
presiding genius of British Imperialism in 
PaIest~ne, Arabs and Jews could together 
solve their differences." Doubtless he had 
in mind the rule of British Raj in India 

with "its policy of divide and rule" con- 
cerning Hindus and Mustims. (ht 1947, 
what the British did was "to divide and 
rule" when the dominions of India and Pa- 
kistan were tbrmed!) 

in 1947 the police interrogated me on 
Zionism, perhaps thinking it was a subver- 
sive movement like Communism. I asked 
tltcm to release me and the next day took 
with me a copy of the Bible and Graetz's 
"History o£ the Jews" to make them under- 
stand the truc significance of Zionism and 
its 3000-year-old history! They could not 
be bothered to read these books and ac- 
cepted my word that it was not subversive 
and sought national liberation for the Jews 
as did •Indians for themselves prior to inde- 
pendence in I947. 

In 1949 I paid my first visit to Israel to 
monitor the progress of Indian olim and 
also was privileged to have two interviews 
with President Weizmmtn in Rehovoth. In 
his autobiography, Trial and Error, Dr 
Weizmann wrote: "It was my good fortune 
during those fateful days of the United Na- 
tions' sittings in 1947 to come into close 
contact with the Indian delegation, which 
contained a number of highly distin- 
guished men and women ,,, they took the 
initiative in proposing first, that I should 
visit India, second, that we shouId send a 
group of Jewish .scientists to India to pro- 
pose developments, and third, • that Indian 
students should come to Jewish places of 
learning in Palestine ,., here is a mighty 
opportunity m build a bridge between East 
and West." With the present flourishing re- 
lations between India and Israel since t992 
all these aims and more could be realised. 

In 1897, when the First World Zionist 
Congress was convened by Dr. Theodor 
HerzI in BasIe, Switzerland, lm sent an in- 
vitation to Bone-Israel Ieaders in Bombay 
m attend, but .they regrettably declined it. 

In Rangoon, a Zionist Association was 
founded in the early 1900s by Jewish emi- 
grants from Baghdad amongst whom was 
the great-grandfather of Judge Abraham 
Sofaer of the U.S, State Department - 
Judge Sofaer was born in Bombay, 

During my visit to Sourabaya, Indone- 
sia in [953, t visited the Jewish Club, on 
the walls of which hung portraits of  Herzl, 
Weizmann and Ben-Gur%n. 

In Singapore, a Zionist youth move- 
meat, Habonim, was founded in 1946. 

[n Shanghai there was a Zionist Asso- 
ciation since 1917 through which the late 
N.E.B. Ezra, of Baghdadian origin, per- 
suaded the Chinese Government to issue a 
statement of sympathy with the aims of the 
Balfour Declaration.• 

There is much more that could be said 
of the fascinating story of the Zionist 
movement in the Far EastO 

Jewish Heba 
0 

Man3, Iraqi Arabs are now saying that 
the sufferings of the country and its people 
art due m the hobo (guiIt) for having badly 
treated the Jews. • This is the superstitious 
way of looking at it. 

There is another explanation. The Jews of 
Iraq who, at one time formed over a quarter of 
the CapitaI's population, were welI introduced 
in all branches of national life. Wc would 
never have let the country's Ieadcrs to plunge 
into the adventures which have resulted in 
Iraq's present impasse@ N.D. 
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The impotence of Democracy 
by Naim Dangool 

Democracy has no protection from the 
predators who use it as a stepping stone 
towards achieving dictatorship and totali- 
tarian rule. The basic principle of 
democracy is majority rule. As Churchill 
observed, this is not the ideal system of 
government but the least evil! 

However, majority decisions may be 
acceptable in solving minor issues; where 
there are major differences of race, colour, 
language, religion, or the choice between 
privatisation and nationatisation, a simple 
majority cannot give the 51% a mandate to 
dictate to the 49%. 

The devil Hitler came to power through 
parliamentary elections but immediately 
proceeded to dissolve parliament and rule 
as dictator. The same process was going to 
happen in Algeria in 1992 when the Mos- 
lem fundamentalists were about to win a 
parliamentary majority but were frustrated 
by an army coup. 

The Islamics are now crying "foul" and 
have resorted to terrorism and hijacking of 
their "'democratic" rights. But everybody 
knows what they would do when they as- 
sume power. They would impose their 
strict Islamic rules on the whole popula- 
tion and replace democracy by the sharia. 

When I lived in Turkey during the war I 
was pleased to note that the role of the 
army was not merely to defend the fron- 
tiers of the nation, but also the country's 
constitution. This is as it should be, for de- 
mocracy is impotent unless it has a 
defender of the last resort. 

Although this may not be a problem in 
mature democracies such as Britain, 
France and U.S.A., in all the fledgling re- 
gimes that replaced the colonial rule, the 
army must be groomed to defend the con- 
stitution not only from abusers of 
democracy, but also from the odd revolu- 
tionary colonel. 

In the case of Germany, it was the 
army, under the aging Hindenburg that in 
fact helped and even urged Hitler on his 
way to absolute power. Germany's real 
grudge was not the treaty of Versailles but 
its defeat in 1918. Unfortunately, the de- 
mocracies of Britain and France, because 
of internal divisions, did not stop Hitler in 
his tracks. 

A s  a s t u d e n t  a t  L o n d o n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  the 
e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s  I was tormented by the ease 
w i t h  w h i c h  H i t l e r  w a s  a l l o w e d  to  r e a r m  
Germany. My teenage assessment was e i -  
t h e r  that Britain wanted to give G e r m a n y  
a final thrashing which site d l d  n a t  g e t  In 
1 9 1 8 ,  o r  t h a t  B r i t a i n  w a n t e d  a s t r o n g  G e r -  
m a n y  to face the threat o f  S o v i e t  
enmmunlsm, o r  that t~il interests wanted 
tO see the destruction o f  E u r o p e a n  Jewry 
a t  the hands o f  H i t l e r  to present M i d d l e  
E a s t  011 f r o m  f a l l i n g  Into J e w i s h  hands. 
S t r a o g ~  a s  i t  m a y  s e e m ,  e v e n  1 9 3 5  t h i s  l a s t  
p o s s i b i l i t y  crossed my m i n d .  I n  t h e  event, 
the Holocaust was  the only surprise to " 
emerge from WWII. The British F o r e i g n  
O f f i c e  c o u l d  not understand why the jews  
t o o k  t h e  B a l f o u r  Declaration seriously 
when it was only meant as an expedient to 
bring America Into the First World W a r .  
I n  1 9 4 0  C h u r c h i l l  S t a l i n  a n d  H i t l e r  e a c h  
w i s h e d  that the other two would come t o  
g r i p s .  H i t l e r  h a d  t o  lose the war because 
he was the only one whose wish did not 
come t r u e .  

What ha~ clearly emerged is the desire 
of the German people to dominate Europe 
and also the world. 
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The Versailles canard obliged America 
to give Germany the soft treatment after its 
1945 defeat. Marshall Plan aid and ab- 
sence of military expenditure promoted 
German prosperity and has again made 
Germany the dominant power in a uniting 
Europe. Wilt Chancellor Kohi attain with 
ease what Hitler was unable to achieve? 

The answer must be provided by Russia 
which has abandoned its Communist  
dreams and is anxious to join the European 
community. Britain and Russia at either 
extremity of Europe have much to fear 
from the countries between them, and 
should organise their strategy and foreign 
policy to outweigh Germany's influence. It 
is noteworthy that both Britain and Russia 
were not involved in the Holocaust. 

On several occasions in the past Britain 
and Russia found themselves in the same 
political boat. 

A London-Moscow axis can spin Eu- 
rope like a puppet on a s tr inge 

i . i  

Thank you lot publishing my article in 
your September issue. Since then I have 
worked with many clients and given lec- 
tures and seminars on healing (both 
physically and emotionally) through the 
power of hypnosis. 

For my fellow Iraqi friends who live 
outside New York or who are unable to see 
me, I am proud to announce the release of 
my 90 minute stress-management, sell'- 
confidence, healing relaxation tape 
(featuring the sound of my voice with a 
soothing music background , along with the 
sounds of the ocean, nature and sea gulls) 
which is currently being sold at ten stores 
in New York and many doctor's offices. 
These tapes are available by mail order for 
those who do not wish to leave home, by 
sending a cheque or money order for only 
$18 (including postage). 

Any feedback, comments or questions 
anyone might have would be very wel- 
comed, i wish to thank everyone in the 
Iraqi community for their support and giv- 
ing me the pleasure to work with them. It 
has been a real delight for me to get in 
touch with my roots and learn about my 
Iraqi heritage, despite my many years of 
education in England and the United 
States. Also being able to make a differ- 
ence in the health and well being of the 
Iraqi-Jewish community has been an ex- 
ceptionally rewarding experience for me. 
Thank you* 

P 0 Box 234364 Gila Khabbaza, ACH 
Great Neck 
New York, N.Y.11023, USA 

Quotations 
by Daniel Roberts 

Forgiver,  Forgive and let them remember. 

Mother. There is no other. 

Fool. You can't  fool all the people all the 
time but you can fool some of the people 
some of the time and make a living. 

Landlord. The duty of the tenant is to pay 
the rent. The duty of the landlord is to 
collect it. 

Friend. He is someone who is always 
afraid of letting you down but never does. 

Enemy. You learn from your friends, but 
you learn more from your enemies. 

Hard  person. You have to be hard to get 
the good stuff. 

Mil l ionaire ,  I 'll keep the one and you 
keep the noughts. 

Know-all.  Better to teach someone who 
knows nothing than someone Who knows 
everything, 

Envious person. People go green with 
envy because they think the grass is 
greener on the other side. 

Religious person, Religion brings man 
closer to God but separates man from man. 

Sacrificer. You have to sacrifice 
something to get everything. 

Giver of gift. Nothing is free except what 
comes from within you. 

Strong person. If someone who is strong 
attacks someone who is weak he is weak. 

Psychiatrist.  He finds you guilty before 
you're proven innocent but he helps you to 
become innocent. 

Briber,  Peace will be achieved by bribing 
each other. 

Smiler, A smile will take you a mile. 

Madman.  Laughing at the rain because 
he's getting a free shower. 

Florist. When you plant seeds they 
eventually become beautiful flowers. 

Someone who is always r ight .  The 
trouble is when be's wrong. 

New-born baby. Being born is like being 
shot and asked questions later. 

Someone afraid of dying. If you're afraid 
of dying you're afraid of living. 

Pauper.  It's not how much you have but 
how much you want, the less you want the 
richer you area 

While reading your September 1994 is- 
sue of The Scribe I happened to see a 
picture of a group of girls from the Jewish 
Girl Guides of Calcutta. One of the names 
listed might have been my mother. I called 
friends and family in London to check this 
for me and was delighted to find out it re- 
ally was my mother. I never saw my 
mother as she died giving birth to me and 
never saw a picture of her before. 

My husband and I both enjoy reading 
the Scribe as it brings back fond memories 
of our life in Calcutta. I would like to 
thank everyone involved with your journal 
for the informative articlese 

West Orange, N.J. Trixie Jacob 



Rabbi Heskel El Wakil 
With all the due praise you have re- 

ceived, I wish to add that The Scribe is a 
treasure for our community. We are dis- 
persed all over the world and the Scribe 
serves as our focal point. 

I would like to ask you for the follow- 
ing favours. 

Mr Hardoon of Shanghai was my moth- 
er's great uncle. I am fascinated to read all 
about his life. If  there are articles or per- 
haps a book about him, I should like to 
order these. 

My brother-in-law, Heskel Waki[, lives 
in Australia. Please put him on the mailing 
list for The Scribe. Also, please mail him 
the September copy (No.62) which is an 
extraordinary issue. His grandfather, Rabbi 
Heskel El Wakil, was known for his chari- 
table work and distribution of food to 
needy ~children in the "midrash" in 
BaghdadO 

Montreal Fouad Shahrabani 

It is a long time since I resigned my 
duties as vice president of Congregation 
Bene Naharayim and the periodical Publi- 
cation o f  Babylonian Jewry in New York 
to move to Florida. 

Your Scribe No.62 was forwarded to 
me from New York and I savoured every 
bit of its pages which is, as usual, welL 
done. 

I am writing to let you know that my 
book is accepted for publishing in the near 
future. I request permission to include in 
my book the two photographs of Baghdad 
river scenes belonging to Mr F 
Khalastehye 

Florida J Horesh 

Your last issue No.62 gave me quite a 
thrill. The photo on page 22 includes my 
late mother, Marcelle Shashoua, the tall 
girI in the back row, at about 15 or 16, 
back in 1925. It's not a photo I have seen 
before, as we did not have it in the fam- 
ilyO 

Mt. Waverley,  Australia Edward  Khamara 

Needless to say how much we enjoy 
reading The Scribe. Of particular interest 
are the old pictures. I make sure that my 
children read it and ask questions. For 
what is left of  nearly 2500 years of history 
of this diaspora? These few pages of the 
Scribe rekindles excitement in the heart of  
many of us who passed the difficult years 
of the I940s and the early 1950s, before 
the exodus from Babylon, a country to 
which our ancestors arrived at with tears 
and we left it with agony. 

Allow me to add to your collection two 
pictures of the Alliance School for Girls 
(appearing elsewhere in this issue). My 
mother Chafica Sourani and my aunt Saida 
Zilkha were the daughters of Moshi Jiji 
and nieces of Khedhouri Zi lkhae 

Nepean, Ontario Sami Sourani 

I can finally clarify the name of my 
grandfather's father which I got from an 
old relative who knows the family well 
and is trying to make a family tree of all 
the Shashoua family. But it will take him 
some time. 

The name of the father of my grandfa- 
ther Shaul Shashoua is Yaaeoob. So 
Yaacoob and the father of the other Shaul 
Shashoua (the father of Menashy) are 
brotherse 

Tel Aviv Doris Fattal 

Left to right: Gourgla Michael (wife of Heske] 
Michael and the daughter of Shaulk Shashoua, my 
mother); Meir Shaul Yaacooh Shashoua (son of 
Siraul Shashoua; Mesouda Shashoua (wife of Shaul 
YaacoobShashouaand daughterofEzra Somekh)O 

The Scribe is a treasure at the home of 
every Iraqi Jew, disbursed all over the 
world. Each new edition is an extra pre- 
cious jewel added to that treasure. It deals 
with all aspects of life: historical, political, 
educational, social, religious and other in- 
teresting subjects. It unites family 
members living in different countries. It 
refreshes the memory of those who forgot 
some important events that occurred sev- 
eral decades ago. It reminds them of their 
boyhood, school activities, friends and 
teachers. 

Naim Dangoor is doing an enormous 
service for the benefit of all Iraqi Jews, 
which is much appreciatede 

New York Elias Shohet 

Reminiscences  of my youth  

: ". , 1 1  1 ,4 . . ¢  

I go back to 1925-26 when in my class 
in the Alliance School were many school 
mates from famous and influential Moslem 
families, amongst  them: Ghazi-el- 
Daghastani, then general in the Iraq army; 
All El  Sa'doun, the son of Prime Minister 
Abdul Muhsin el Sa'doun; Husein All el 
Khedheri; Husein el Zeebagh, etc. Our 
Moslem students didn' t  leave the class 
during Hebrew lessons given by Mr 
Bonfiis. 

Ghazi-el-Dagastani used to come to 
school every morning sitting in a coach 
driven by a 10 cm. moustached coachman 
called Asfour. Twenty years later, in 1944, 
I met General Ghazi in the Washash mili- 
tary camp, where I served as an officer in 
the Iraq army (reserve) after being gradu- 
ated from the Military College as second 
lieutenant. It is difficult to describe the 
sensitive embrace that was done between 
two classmates after 20 years separatione 

Ramat  Gan Eliyahu Sion Zilkha 

I was just given a copy of Scribe (June 
1990), and even though it was an old copy, 
I enjoyed reading it. I am a Baghdadi Jew 
who left Baghdad in 1947 to study medi- 
cine in the USA and have been here since, 
though my immediate family are in Eng- 
land (London and Manchester) and, of 
course, all my relatives are in Israel. I am 
married and have two sons and two daugh- 
ters and one grandson. 

I would appreciate it if you can place 
me on your mailing list for The Scribe and 
if  you have any extra old issues they 
would be appreciated also. 

• - ] 

I enclose a pht~tograph taken on 28 De- 
cember L937 of the Basket Ball team of 
Rabel Shahmoon School in Baghdad. The 
coach is Naji Lawi. I am in the second 
row, second from the right. I do not know 
the name of the other students. Thanks and 
keep up the good work you are doingO 

San Francisco Rouben Akka, M D  
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by Alice Shashou 

Spinach Quiche 

Ingredients: 
l lb  (450g) frozen chopped spinach 
6oz (175g) mushrooms, sliced 
2 cups leeks, chopped 
2 cups spring onions, chopped 
6 eggs beaten 
4oz (110g) Cheddar cheese, grated 
4oz (110g) Edam cheese, grated 
Parmesan cheese for the top of the Quiche 
I teaspoon dry onion 
Salt and plenty of freshly ground black 

pepper 
Nutmeg (optional) 
3 tablespoons oil 

Method: 
Cook spinach with a little salt and no 

water added. Squeeze water out. Let it 
cool, 

Cook mushnmms with a little salt and 
no water added. Let it. cool. 

Heat the oil in a non-stick frying pan. 
Add the onions and leeks and cook over 
low heat until transparent. Beat the eggs 
lightly. 

Mix all the ingredients together and 
pour into a buttered round 10 inch pyrex 
dish. Sprinkle over the top. 

Bake in preheated oven 350~F (180~C) 
for about 30 minutes or until firm and 
golden. Serve at once. 

Note: You can prepare this Quiche in 
advance. Add the eggs at the last minute to 
all the other ingredients, then place in 
ovenQ 

Potato Roulade 
A vegetarian party dish 

Potato cake: 
t L/21b. (675g) potatoes 
3 eggs lightly beaten 
1 cup milk, warm 
3 tablespoons plain llour 
Salt 
Breadcrumbs, freshly grated (Parmesan) 

cheese 

Filling: 
8oz (¢50g) finely shredded frozen spinach 
4oz (175g) mushrooms, chopped 
1 red pepper 
1 tablespoon dry onion 
1 tablespoon oil 
Salt, freshly ground black pepper 

Prepare filling: 
Heat oil in a frying pan and saute onion 

until transparent. Add rest of ingredients 
and saute until dry. Add 1 teaspoon butter 
and mix. Drain in sieve.Save. 

Prepare potato cake: 
Boil potatoes. Add salt when nearly 

cooked. Drain and mash. Pour in the milk. 
Let it cool. Fold the eggs, flour and salt 
mixing until smooth. 

Oil a Swiss-RoIl tray and cover with 

Page 48 

Bakewell paper. Pour mixture into the pre- 
pared Swiss-Roll tray. and  bake in 
preheated oven 375°F (19o~c)for  about 
10212 minutes, or until done, but not over- 
baked. Invert the tray.onto a towel that has 
been lightly sprinkled with breadcrumbs. 

Peel Bakewell paper. Make a short cut 
at each side one inch up from the end of 
the potato sponge nearest to you. 

Spread on the mixture of spinach filling 
over length of potato cake and roll it up 
supported by the kitchen towel. Sprinkle 
with freshly grated Parmesan cheese. 

Put back in oven unfit lightly coloured 
and crisp. 

Note: You can use any filling of your 
ehoiceO 

M u r r a b a  mal  Portughal 
or  O r a n g e  M a r m a l a d e  

Ingredients: 
41bs (110g) or 6 large oranges with heavy 

skins 
31bs ( lkg 350g) sugar 
1 ½ pints water 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 

Method: 
Rub the peel lightly with a grater to re- 

move some of their bitterness. With a 
sharp kitchen knife, cut the orange peel 
into thin strips and place in a large con- 
tainer. Remove orange pulp and finely 
chop. Remove pips and tie in muslin. 

Cover the. peel with cold water and 
leave to soak overnight. Change the water 
once or twice. 

Boil the peel in water for 5-6 tninutes. 
Drain in a colander and boil again in water 
tbr another 5-6 minutes. Squeeze out alI 
the liquid by pressing gently between your 
palms. Set aside. 

In a. large pan, add the water, sugar and 
muslin bag and boil until the •sugar has dis- 
solved completely. Discard bag of pips. 
Add the orange peel and pulp. Bring to the 
boil, then simmer• gently until the peel is 
tender and has absorbed the syrup thm'- 
oughly and the liquid is much reduced. 

Test setting po}nt. Spoon a little of the 
marmalade onto a cold plate. Leave a 
minute, then gently pull your finger over 
the surface. If it wrinkles, the marmalade 
is ready. 

For a smooth marmalade, liquidise peel 
and pulp before adding the sugar. 

Seville oranges can be added for a dif- 
ferent taste • 

Tips  

by Alice Shashou. 
If a cake cracks, it is because the oven was 

t oo  hol. 
The pan should be heated belbre the oil is 

p.ut in. Food is less likely to stick and less oil is 
needed. 

The healthiest oils to use for frying are olive 
and sunflower oils. 

When making apple pie, mix one table- 
spoon ofeornt'lower with the sugar- it thickens 
the juices perfectly. 

To make your own fresh soured cream, stir 
one tablespoon lemon juice into a V2-pint carton 
offresh double cream and stir well. Cream will 

thicken as you stir. 
Put salt in a pan before frying to avoid 

splashing oil all over the place. 
Take eggs from the refrigerator an hour 

before you intend to make a cake. This wile 
ensure that the whites whisk to their maximum 
volume. 

Brush lemon juice on the avocados and 
cover with foil, then place in fridge to avoid 
discoloration. 

Cu l ina ry  CuI tures  of  the MiddIe  Eas t  

Edited by Sami Zubaida 
and Richard Tapper 

302 pp, Tauris £34.50. 

Some peopl e read cookery books in bed 
for pleasure, say Claudia Roden's Middle 
Eastern Food or Alice Shashou's Interna- 
tional Cuisine, in preference to novels, and 
thus enjoy very economically the delights 
of the best cuisines, even without getting 
fat on them. It may indeed be true that a 
cook who writes well gives the same thrills 
that a noveIist strives after, but with 
greater economy of words. In an age of 
fast food take-away, good cookery books 
may weI1 be included in works of fiction. 

The book under review is a valuable 
collection of seventeen papers, presented 
by academics who participated in a confer- 
ence on Middle Eastern food at The 
School of Oriental & African Studies, 
London University. Some of the subjects 
covered are: The changing fortunes of rice; 
colours and smells in medievat Arab cook- 
ing. 

Sami David Zubaida was born in Bagh- 
dad in 1937 and graduated in 1961 from 
various English universities in Social and 
Political Science. At present he occupies 
the position of a University ProfessorO 

Lebanese Cuisine 

by Anissa Helou 

Published by Grub Street, London. £16.99. 

The Lebanese cuisine consists mainly 
of Mezzes (Hers d'oeuvres) and grilIs. 

• Among the well known Mezzos are: 
Houmus, Baba Ghannouj, Falafel, Foul 
Medames, Kibbe, Tabboula, stuffed vine 
leaves, griiled chicken liver. 

In Zahla in the good did days special 
cafes by the riverside used to provide 50 
different kinds of Mezze with the special 
arak of the region. 

Home made yoghurt: • 
Boil the milk in a stainless steel pan, 

pour into a bowl or individual glasses and 
leave to cool to a tepid temperature. 

Whisk a little yoghurt (3 tablespoons of 
yoghurt to I ltr. of miIk) until it is creamy 
and stir it into the warm milk. Cover and 
wrap it up with a towel and leave it for 3 
to 4 hours undisturbed. Then uncover and 
keep in the refrigerator ready to be used. 

To make curd cheese (labneh), place 
yoghurt in cheese cloth, tie it and hang 
over a bow] to drain. 

White coffee: 
A substitute for tea or coffee is to have 

hot water flavoured with a little orange 
blossom water with or without added sugar 
to taste. It is a Lebanese 'drink which is 
becoming popular in wider circlesO 
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