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Massacre in Peking 
The  Chinese Government ' s  bruta l  

assault on thousands of  Chinese  s tudents  
and  civilians peacefully demons t ra t ing  in 
T iananmen  Square,  Peking,  ea r ly  in J u n e  
is an  enormous t ragedy,  not only for the  
heavy loss of  life inflicted but also on 
China's  image  of  openness  to Wes te rn  
influence and economic reform. Par t icular -  
[y so for China 's  leader ,  the  84-year-old 
D e n  Xaoping,  who himself  was a r res ted  on 
M a o  Tse-Tung's  orders for advocat ing 
l iberal isat ion dur ing  the  Cul tura l  Revo-  
lution of the  sixties and seventies.  The  
massacres have  put the  clock back over  20 
years. 

But  wha t  is now cal led into doubt  is the  
position of Bri ta in 's  colony of H o n g  Kong  
when  it  reverts to Chinese  ru le  in 1997. 
T h e  Joint  Dec la ra t ion  be tween  the  Bri t ish 
and Chinese Government s  of  1984, based 
on the principle of  " O n e  Country ,  T w o  
Systems" (i .e.  Communis t  and Capi ta l is t ) ,  
for the fol lowing fifty years,  is total ly  
negated by the  massacres. Whi le  i t  is t rue  
tha t  a gove rnmen t  has to ma in ta in  law and  
order  in its terr i tory,  the  scale and  na tu re  
of its action has shocked the  civilised 
world,  and outraged its own popula t ion  
now th rea ten ing  civil war.  T h e  ques t ion 
may  be asked:  What  gua ran tee  is the re  tha t  
the  Chinese  would not bruta l ly  set  aside al l  
agreements  and  unders tandings  i f  i t  does 
not approve of any  of  the  activities under-  
t aken  by Hong  Kong residents towards  
grea te r  democrat isa t ion and l iberal isa t ion? 

The  Brit ish G o v e r n m e n t  should immed i -  
a te ly  t ake  two positive steps in  regard  to 
Hong  Kong (and,  o f  course, bea r ing  in 
m i n d  its small  Jewish communi ty ) :  1) 
Hasten  the  process towards an  e lec ted  
assembly, and  2) m a k e  a r rangements  for 
en t ry  into Br i ta in  of a large  n u m b e r  of  the  
3 mil l ion Brit ish passport holders,  should 
the  need  arise. Ant i - immigra t ion  diehards  
in Br i ta in  will  comptain  "'why should they  
come here?"  - to which the  obvious answer  
is - "because you w e r e  the re  and,  as in al t  
Bri ta in 's  colonies, engaging  in  the i r  vast  
economic exploi ta t ion over  the  yea r s "O  

P.S.G. 

Tasa lahna  
"We have made up our quarrel" 

T h e  bloody ~ q u e l  to the  s tudent  demon-  
strations in Pek ing  and the  ruthless mass- 
acre of the  champions  of  democracy in 
T i a n a n m e n  Square  in car ly  J u n e  over- 
shadowed wha t  was perhaps  the  m a j o r  
diplomatic  even t  of  the  year .  Dur ing  our  
visit to China .  Soviet  l eade r  Mikha i l  Gor-  
b a c h e v  came  to the  Ch inese  capi tal  to m e e t  
Chinese  leader  D e n g  Xiaop ing  and hold 
the  first official summi t  be tween  the two 
countr ies  in 30 years .  

Dur ing  the  t h r ee  decades since I959 
when  the  two socialist powers  broke off  
with bi t ter  enmi ty ,  i t  was  said tha t  no  
nat ion in Asia  could sleep wel l  under  the 
constant  threat  of  these giants  clashing. 
Bu t  I was always af ra id  tha t  the  apparen t  
quarre l  was a ruse. Stal in had,  in 1940, 
t r icked Hi t l e r  in to  be l iev ing  tha t  Russia 
could not defeat  F in land  and tha t  ploy 
helped Russia in overcoming the  G e r m a n  
assault when  i t  came  in 1941. 

The  story is told of  the  wi ly  fox who once 
found himself  en t rapped  by a l ion,  wi th  no 
means  of  escape. So he  thought  of  a ruse. 
H e  came to the  l ion  and  said, "Your 
Majes ty ,  I need  your  help  in  solving my 
domestic p roblem and  I a m  indeed fortu- 
nate  in mee t ing  you today. My  wife and I 
a lways quar re l  over  our  six young  chi ldren 
and  I humbly  beseech you to come with me 
to a rb i t ra te  be tween  us'h At t rac ted  by the  
prospect of  a much larger  catch,  the  lion 
wen t  along.  Once  safely in his la i r ,  the  fox 
shouted to the  l ion,  " T h a n k  you,  Mr.  Lion,  
you needn ' t  wai t  any  longer ,  we have made  
up our  quar re l ,  tasalahna". 

Surely,  t he  f ree  wor ld  must  now ponder  
wha t  the fu ture  holds in s tore wi th  these 
g iants  get t ing  together ,  in  both  the  Soviet 
Un ion  and  Ch ina  the  gene ra l  move is 
towards more  (if  somet imes  res t ra ined)  
l iberal isat ion;  but the re  is stitl a wide  
ideological gap be tween  the  f ree  world and 
the  Communis t  block, based on economic 
philosophy. 

Man  can produce much more  than he  

needs  to consume  and should be  f ree  1o 
re ta in ,  b e q u e a t h  or  dispose of his cxcess 
product ion in a n y  m a n n e r  he  wishes.  
Howeve r .  capi ta l i sm cannot  m a k e  every-  
body rich and  communi sm can only m a k e  
everybody poor.  T h a t  is why I a lways  
thought  tha t  communi sm could not be  a 
val id a l t e rna t ive  economic  system but tha t  
i t  is only  a reac t ion  to a faulty capitalist  
system. The  fu tu re  strugglc,  therefore ,  will  
not  bc be tween  the  communis t  and  capi ta l -  
ist ex t remes  but  a race  towards the  cent re .  
So a l though  a SinG-Soviet entente may [ook 
less t h r ea t en ing  now than  it  may have done  
30 years  ago - i f  t he  socialist countr ies  wil l  
be l ieve  t h a t  they  have  found a happy  
m e d i u m ,  they  wil l  not  hesi ta te  to impose 
the i r  will  by  t;orce of  a rms  and can h a v e  an  
easy w a l k o v e r  in  As ia  and Europe.  The  
f ree  wor ld  would  be  best advised to m e n d  
its ways  before  i t  is too late and  consider  
the  fo l lowing  points:  
- t h a t  t he  root  cause  of  inf la t ion is t he  bad  

d is t r ibu t ion  o f  weal th ;  
- t h a t  m o n e y  can be  issued only by the  

consumer  a n d  not  by the  money lender  o r  
by a cen t ra l  bank ;  

- t h a t  land tax  should provide citizens wi th  
a na t iona l  d iv idend;  

- tha t  wea l th  m u s t  not  be stored in w h a t  
const i tutes  a debt  on fu ture  genera t ions .  

T h e  con t inu ing  rift  and  hostility be twe e n  
the  Iraqi  and  Syrian regimes may  be  
conven ien t  to Israel  whi le  they last. B u t  
this  is a n o t h e r  instance where  a sudden 
change  of  reg ime in  e i ther  or  both coun-  
t r ies  can t ransform the  balance of power  in  
the  Midd le  Eas t  and  pose a serious th rea t  
to Israel 's  su rv iva lO N.E .D .  
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Student demonst ra t ion in Shanghai .  Some were  8 years  old. 
The Great Wal l .  The only stru¢iure visible 
f r om the moon. 
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 [ff& Revisited 
We were  lucky to visit Ch ina  when  we 

did, in the  second ha l f  of  May. and to  leave  
jus t  before the  cur ren t  t roubles  became 
serious. Whereve r  we went  we  me t  s tudent  
demonstrat ions.  They  were peaceful and 
the  students appreciated our  sympathy.  
China  opened  its doors to foreign visitors 
in earnest  and an  es t imated 3t  mi l l ion  
tourists visit tha t  country every  year .  

China  is the  largest country in the  world  
af ter  the  Soviet U n i o n  and  Canada .  It  
covers 9.6 mi l l ion  sq. kin.  divided in to  22 
provinces and  5 au tonomous  regions o f  
minor i ty  nat ional i t ies .  93% of the popu-  
lation is e thnic  Chinese.  

Problem of Chinese Writing 
Mankind  developed speech from ear ly  

days. By the  dawn of civil isation 8 , (k~ 
years ago,  m a n  spoke several  sophisticated 
languages.  The  difficulty arose when  peo- 
ple t r ied to commit  the i r  thoughts  to 
writ ing.  The  Egyptians expressed the i r  
ideas in  pictures. These  hieroglyphics con- 
st i tuted a separate system not connected to 
the spoken language. The Chinese and 
others  l ikewise developed a wri t ten  lan- 
guage based on "'word symbols" tha t  are  
cal led "'characters" which have  l i t t le or  no 
phonet ic  e l ement .  There  are  over  I0 ,000 
different  characters;  to read a newspaper  
you need to know 3,000 characters.  L ike  
Egyptian,  wr i t ten  Chinese  is a sign lan- 
guage that  has no  connection to spoken 
Chinese. This is illustrated by the fact that 
written Chinese is uniform all over China 
but different  regions spcak diffcrent  dia-  
lects tha t  arc uninte l l ig ib le  to one  ano the r .  
The  standard dialect  now used in schools, 
pubtic broadcasts, etc., is the  Be i j ing  
dialect known as Mandar in .  Unt i l  Ch ina  
adopts our  a lphabet  she wil l  still be l iving 
in the  Stone Age .  

T h e  A l p h a b e t  
It  was the  genius  of our  ancestors tha t  

produced a s imple wri t ing system directly 
derived f rom the spoken language,  name-  
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by Naim Dangoor 

ly, the  a lphabe t ,  consisting of  22 con-  
son an t s  expressing the  various phonetics 
(sounds) of  speech. The  Phoenicians a re  
usual ly credi ted wi th  the  invent ion  of  the  
a lphabe t  b e c a u ~  they were  the  sea-far ing 
people who  spread it  to  the  Med i t e r r anean  
countries.  But ,  in fact, the  Canaani t ic  
a lphabet ,  the  beginning  and foundat ion of 
al l  l ea rn ing ,  was a creat ion of  l s raers  
genius. T h e  Hebrews,  who presented the  
world  wi th  the  Bible  and Monothe ism,  also 
gave it  t he  a lphabet .  C a n a a n  was  the  
geographical  cent re  of  near -Eas te rn  civil- 
isations and  the  a lphabe t  was developed 
there  at  t he  t ime of A b r a h a m :  I tend to 
credit  A b r a h a m  himself  wi th  its invent ion  
near ly  4,000 years  ago. 

Colonia l  C h i n a  
In the  old colonial  days there  were  signs 

in some public  places tha t  said: C H I N E S E  
A N D  D O G S  N O T  A L L O W E D  H E R E .  
The Revolu t ion  has put an  end  to all that .  
But  now 5-star  hotels  and "fricn&~hip 
stores" are  going up everywhere ,  for the  
benefi t  of tourists,  where  only  foreign 
currency is accepted. The  Chinese  are  
again  excluded[ As for the  dogs, they were  
all consumed dur ing  the  hungry  t imes  of 
the  Cul tura l  Revolut ion.  In our  extens ive  
travels by t ra in ,  coach and canal  boat ,  we  
did not sac a dog or  a cat  anywhere .  T h e r e  
were  no birds in China ' s  skies: they were  
all eaten or  kil led as pests - the Chinese 
cannot to]crate any competition for their 
meagre  food resources. Likewise ,  we not- 
iced very  f ew fa rm an imals  as the re  are  
more  than  enough  humans  to do the  work.  
China  for the  Chinese  has become a s tark 
reality.  

Ch ina  now produces 4(Xlkg of  gra in  p e r  
capita - j u s t  enough  for the  nat ion.  In fact 
Ch ina  feeds 22% of  the  world 's  popula t ion 
on only 7% of the  cul t ivated land. The  
threat  impl ied  in 1his s ta tement  has been 
the basis of the  age-old fear  of the  "Ye l low 
Menace" .  

A m o n g  the  cities we visited were:  
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The Hall  of Supreme Ha rmony  in the  Forbidden City.  

Bei j ing .  the  capital ,  with its T iananmen  
Square. the  largest in the  world,  the  
Forbidden City,  the  Temple  of Heaven .  
S u m m e r  Palace and nearby Grea t  Wal l  - 
the  only construction visible from the 
moon. 

Xi 'an ,  ancient  capital of China  and 
s tar t ing point  of  the  Silk Road. It  is 
surrounded by a perfectly preserved m a ~  
siva wall  - . ~ m e  20 metres  wide  a t  the  top, 
wi th  several  gates and a moa t  - a rare 
example  of how mcdieval  towns were  
defended.  We  also saw there  the  famous 
terracot ta  army of  the  Chin  dynasty. Xi*an 
has today 60.tr~) Moslems and whi le  we 
were  the re  they demonst ra ted  against  a 
book, cal led Sex Cus tom s  which,  they 
claimed, insulted Islam, 

T h e  Terracot ta  A r m y ,  recently discovered 
n e a r  the t o m b  of  China's  first emperor ,  Qin  
Shi  H u a n g d i .  

China's 25 million Moslems arc, strange- 
ly enough, rccogniscd as an ethnic minority 
ra ther  than a religious group and are,  thus,  
not  subject  to the  bir th control  policy that  
restricts Chinese  couples to one  child onty. 
These  pampered,  single chi ldren are 
known as "l i t t le  emperors".  

Nank ing  - the  imposing mau.~oleum of 
Dr.  Sun Ya t  Sen, founder  of the Republic  
of China;  the  gigantic bridge over the  
Yangtse  River.  

Wushi  - the  hear t  of China 's  na tura l  silk 
production and centre  of the  Grand  Canal ,  
China 's  greatest  waterway,  which connects 
Be i j ing  in the  north with Hangchow in the 
south. It is 1,800km long and 30  metres  
wide  on average,  bui l t  by  an  emperor  of 
the  Sui dynasty 1,350 years ago to collect 
taxes and  get  concubines f rom the  South.  
As a structural  feat  i t  is second only to the  
Grea t  Walt.  

We  visited Soochow and  Shanghai ,  the 
largest city in China  with 12 mil l ion inhabi-  
tants. A bustling, industr ial  city, its streets 
packed wi th  people and bicycles. 

Gui l in  - with its spectacular mounta in  
and r iver  scenery and large underground 
caves of stalactites and  stalagmites.  

Wc ended  up in Canton ,  f rom where  we 
took the  t ra in  to H u n g  Kong.  

Ch inese  civil izat ion has existed for 4,000 
years and for them the  world was  divided 
into Chinese  and Barbar ian .  
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T h e  H a r d a n  Building - n o w  the  S h a n g h a i  
Exhibit ion Centre .  

We at tended several  Chinese  concerts 
and  found the i r  musical  ins t ruments  ident i -  
cal  to the  Middle  Eas te rn  ones. 

Eve rywhere  we w e n t  we found  the  
average  Chinese  with no a l leg iance  to or  
en thus iasm for Communism,  Buddh i sm or  
anyth ing  else and only in teres ted  in  work-  
ing  and ea rn ing  a l iv ingQ 

The  Chinese and the  Jews a re  the  two 
oldest  nations in the wor ld  and  they  have  
so enr iched the  world 's  cul ture  tha t  the re  is 
an  affinity be tween  t h e m  which is not 
grasped,by ei ther .  

H o w r v e r ,  the  Shanghai  Judaic  Studies 
Associat ion was formed only  ten  months  
ago,  dedicated to the  research of  Jews in 
China ,  inc luding those in  anc ien t  Ch ina ,  
da t ing back to 1,200 years  ago. T h e  a i m  is 
for young Chinese  to know someth ing  of 
the  past Jewish presence in C h i n a O  

T h e  Temple of I lcaven in Beij ing (PekingL 

T h e  F o r b i d d e n  C i t y  
and the Baghdad Connection 

by Naim Dangoor 
On I(} February  1258. af ter  a feeble resistance, Caliph aI-Mustasim surrendered to 

Hulago.  and  Baghdad was g iven over  to pi l lage and  destruction by the  Mongol  forces. In 
the  m e a n t i m e ,  Hu lago  held  a sumpt ious  banque t  for the  Caliph at which he  managed  to 
find out  the  secret h id ing  places of  the  gold a n d  treasures accumula ted  over 5IMI v e a ~  
through the  offices of the  Exi la reh .  who t radi t ional ly  acted as the  Sta te  t reasurer .  A[t~r the  
banquet ,  a l -Mustas im was  wrapped  in a carpet  and  t rampled  to dea th  - the  Mongols had a 
supersti t ious fear  of  shedding  royal blood. Thus  came  to an  end  the  Abbasid  empi re ,  which 
lasted 500 years .  Samue l  ben Aza r i ah ,  the  Exi larch.  died in 1270 and  with h im the  
Babylonian  Exi tarchate .  which lasted 1.800 years ,  also came to an  end.  (The  office was 
revived in 197f), exact ly  7110 years  af terwards) .  

Baghdad  then  was the  r ichest  city in  the  world,  and  the  weal th  tha t  Hu lago  carr ied away 
was beyond his wildest  d reams .  B u t  history doesn ' t  tell  us w h a t  happened  to all those 
riches. The  Mongols  arc  known for destruct ion and  not for construction,  so very little 
money  could  have  been  spent  locally.  (The r emova l  of al l  the  gold from Baghdad 
even tua l ly  crea ted  a cash crisis and  pape r  money  had to be  impor ted  from China ,  
overs tampcd in Arabic ,  to  t ake  its place.  It was the  first t ime tha t  paper  money  was u ~ d  
outside China) .  Dur ing  my  visit  to Ch ina  and the  Forbidden City a t  Be i j ing .  I came to the  
conclusion tha t  Hu lago  sent  the  gold hack to his e lder  brother  Kub la  Khan ,  who was 
engaged  in wars  wi th  China .  Bu t  le t  us start  at  t he  beginning:  

For almost  2.tX10 years the  Mongols  had  
been  ra id ing the  ~ t t l e d  peoples  of China .  
To keep  t h e m  out the  C h i n e ~  buil t  the  
Grea t  Wal l ,  which was  6,700 k i lomet res  
long. In 121)6, Genghis  K h a n  ("universa l  
monarch" )  was proc la imed supreme  l eade r  
of the  Mongol  people.  In 1213, the  Mon-  
gols forced the i r  way  th rough  the  Wal l .  In 
1218, Genghis  K h a n  waged  a puni t ive  w a r  
in Cent ra l  Asia  tha t  devas ta ted  the  cit ies of 
Bukba ra .  Tashken t  and  S a m a r k a n d  w h e r e  
more  t h a n  f ive mi l l ion  people  w e r e  ki l led.  
This fo rm of  ter ror ism was  to be  the  
ha l lmark  of the  Mongols ,  who  w e r e  thus 
successful in crea t ing the  greates t  land 
empi re  in history. Gengh i s  Khan  was in 
fact the  greates t  conquerer  in  history. 

i n  the  1250's, as Chr is t ian  powers were  
losing the  Crusades,  they thought  tha t  by 
al lying themselves  wi th  the  Mongols  they 
could destroy M o s l e m - p o w e r  in the  
Levant .  In fact, Hulago 's  m o t h e r  was 
Chris t ian and  he  had a Chr is t ian  wife.  
Interfai th  debates  w e r e  favouri tc  past imes 
of  the  Mongol  Cour ts  and  they  wave red  
be tween  Chr is t ian i ty  and  Islam. In fact in 
1288, Saad aI-Dawla, t he  Jewish g rand  
vizier ,  proposed to A r g u n  to c rea te  a 
universal  re l igion to complemen t  the  Mon-  
gol wor ld  empi re  they w e r e  t ry ing  to 
establish. Bu t  in 1295 G h a z a n  became a 
Mos lem and made  Islam the  official rel i -  
gion in Persia and l raq .  

Six months  af ter  Hu tago  conquered  
Baghdad ,  his b ro ther  Kub la  e m b a r k e d  on 
the conquest  of the  whole  of  Ch ina  and  in 
1260 was proclaimed G r e a t  Khan .  His 
dominion  stretched f rom the  Pacific Ocean  
to the  Black Sea. Kubla  founded a s u m m e r  
capital cal led Shangdu,  immor ta l i sed  as 
Xanadu  in Samuel  Coler idge 's  poem.  In 
1271 he  establ ished the  Y ~ a n  dynasty of  
China ,  which lasted near ly  tIX) years.  
Dur ing  that  per iod,  thc Silk Road from 
Xi 'an  to Baghdad  and  beyond was unde r  
one  author i ty  and  merchan t s  were  able  to 
t ravel  safely f rom Europe  to C h i n a  du r ing  
the  so-called "'Mongol peace".  The  Mon-  
gols depended a lot on  foreign adminis t ra -  
tors and the  Marco Polos s tayed in Ch ina  
as civil servants for m a n y  years.  

Kubla  Khan ,  b ro ther  of Hulago .  

In 1368 Ch ina  was t aken  over  by the  
na t ive  Ming  dynasty. It  was then tha t  the  
vast  wea l th  accumula ted  by the Mongols 
was put  to good use and the  Imperial  
Palace ( la ter  cal led the  Forbidden City)  
was bui l t ,  be tween  1406 and 14211, with a 
workforce of 300,000. It is a huge  complex 
of  palaces and halls,  beaut i fu l ly  designed 
and  exquis i te ly  decora ted ,  comprising 
9,999 rooms, such as: 

Ha l l  of  Supreme  H a r m o n y  
G a t e  of Men ta l  Cul t ivat ion 
Palace of  Peaceful  Longevi ty  
Pavil ion of  Tower ing  Beauty  
Garden  of  Benevo len t  Peace 
Hal l  of  L i t e ra ry  Glory  
Palace of  Endlessness 
Ha l l  of Ea r th ly  Tranqui t i tyO 

I I I I I I  

- N a i m  Saleh Tweg.  the  well  known 
journa l i s t  and wri ter ,  passed away recently 
in Tel  Aviv,  aged 72. For thir ty years he  
worked  in Arabic  'dail ies '  in Baghdad unti l  
1972, when  he  emig ra t ed  to IsraelO 

M . S . B .  

- The  death  of Sal im Khazzam took place 
in  London  last month .  As  postmaster  
gene ra l  of Basra  dur ing  WWII ,  he  interr  huge the  a g e d  540 0  1  545.28 138.72 Tm1 1  1  rg 0 .96 Tc0(bui l t ,  )  Tj 24 .94 0  TD1 1  1  r l raq .  Tc 0  T ( las t  )  Tj 20 .66 0  TD1 1  1  rFi0 .84 Tc0  (Palace  )  Tj 28.32 8  Tm1 1  1  rg 0 .84 Tc8  Tz (The )  Tj 19.22 0  TD1 1  1  r rew1 .19 Tc0  42 Tw( the  )  Tj 18.24 00TD1 1  1  rg 0 .80 Tc0  Tw(he  )  Tj 13.44 0  TD1 1  1  rg 0 .96 Tc0  Tw(and )  Tj 17.28 78TD1 1  1  rB0 . i s96 Tc0 0  Tw( the  )  Tj4  0  0  1  402.72 1036 0  TD1 1  1  rg 0 .96 Tc0  Tw( the  )  Tj 18.24 08TD1 1  1  r I raq .06 Tc0  Tw(huge )  Tj 21.68 0  TD1 1  1  rgovcrnmTcs  Tc0  Tw0emigrated  



S h a n g h a i  
My trip to Shangha i  (now pronounced 

Shangh-hai)  was a sen t imenta l  journey .  It 
was my first r e tu rn  to the  home town 
where  I was born  and  l ived for 20 years.  

It  was very en l igh t en ing  for us, as well .  
to see wha t  was  happen ing  in a country 
which has been in the  news for the  last few 
weeks, The  changes tha t  have  been  tak ing  
place in Shanghai  arc  enormous .  First of all 
i t  had been  a cosmopol i tan  city of  6 mil l ion 
people,  with m a n y  in te rna t iona l  communi-  
tics. Now it  seems comple te ly  Chinese,  
with 12 mi l l ion  people.  W h a t  we  did notice 
was the  non-violent  and  ha rdwork ing  Chi-  
n e ~  people,  and  a l though  most  people 
were  on bicycles evcrywhcre ,  they  man-  
aged to  weave  th rough  motor  traffic wi th  
no accidents. 

El ias  Sassoon, my  grandmother ' s  uncle,  
was the  first J e w  to ar r ive  in Shanghai  in 
1844 af ter  the  O p i u m  War .  O t h e r  Bagh-  
dadi Jews followed and,  in  t ime ,  numbered  
about  1,000. T h e y  all spoke Baghdadi  
Arabic  and  conducted the i r  accounts and 
correspondence in  Arab ic  wri t ten  in the  
Baghdadi  version of  the  Rashi  script. They  
were,  wi thout  except ion,  devout  Jews who 
lived a strictly Or thodox  life.  In the  wake 
of the  Russian Revolu t ion  and  the  rise of 
Hi t le r ,  thousands of  Ashkenaz i  Jews  found 
their  way to Shanghai .  T h e  Baghdadis .  to 
their  credit ,  s t re tched ou t  a he lp ing  hand to 
the  penniless refugees.  

My family l ived in  the  French Conces- 
sion. On  our  ar r ival  wi th  the  Kuoni  group. 
by train from Can ton  to Shanghai ,  our  
Chinese guide gree ted  us wi th  the  thought  
tha t  we might  not  be  able  to see the  city as 
the  demonstra t ions  were  get t ing  worse. 
Imagine  my d isappoin tment  at  t he  thought  
of it. However ,  we boarded our  coach and 
our  first stop, as luck would  have it,  was 
The Bui ld ing  of Arts  and  Crafts in the  
French Concession. I had  brought  two 
maps with me ,  one  in Chinese,  and the  
only map  ! could f ind in  English was from 
the Royal Geographical  Society next  door 
to us in London.  Because it  was pr inted in 
1946. the l ib ra r ian  said he  might  have  to 
get permission from the  Minis t ry  of De-  
[once to le t  me  have  a photostat  of it,  but  
then he  gave i t  to me.  

As we were  looking a round  this  beauti-  
ful house and garden ,  which was some 
family's home before  and was now an 
office and workplace ,  I realised we were  
very near  my former  neighbourhood.  As 
we [eft, my husband N a i m  looked a t  the  
two maps and real ised tha t  we were  very 
near  my home,  so we asked to leave the  

- m y  b ir thplace  
by Ren~ Dangoor 

coach in o rder  to f ind it.  We  turncd one  
corner  and  then  the  next .  and we were  in  
Rue Pottier. and then the lane of our 
home[ Thus it was that in the first hour of 
arr iving in Shanghai ,  I had the  exc i tement  
of f inding our dest inat ion.  

We  could see the  door  was open .  g~ we 
went  up the  steps, and a pleasant  woman  
who was on the  g round  floor was cooking 
in the pantry .  She was very surprised when  
1 told he r  in sign language i used to live 
there 43 years ago. 

I saw every  room occupicd by a family - 
the re  w e r e  e igh t  famil ies  l iving there,  In 
the  salon was our  piano,  still in good 
running  order  as Na im tried it,  and  on 
e i ther  side t he re  w e r e  two beds. T h e n  we  
en te red  the  d in ing  room,  belonging to 
ano the r  family,  and  then  the  glass porch, 
which used to  be full of plants,  and then  we  
went  in to  the  overgrown garden,  which 
was now communa l ,  for all the  houses in 
tha t  l ane .  Ups ta i r s  there  was a young m a n  
in my and  my  sister 's bedroom. I was told 
he  was s tudying music at  an  Academy.  In 
the  o the r  bedroom were  two Chinese  girls 
who w e r e  very  p leasant  and spoke Engl ish .  
and a f te r  we took a picture toge the r  they 
asked if  we could  send them one,  if  i t  came  
out well. 

All the other rooms wcrc also occupied, 
even the attic, and if they were locked they 
opened them for us. By the time we left the 
house, a young Chinese teacher of English 
at University saw us in the lane and started 
ta lk ing to us, because he  l ived next  door,  
with his wife.  also a teacher.  His m o t h e r  
was upstairs and  waved to us f rom above, 
and the re  w e r e  also seven families in tha t  
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The Shanghai  waterf ront  has not changed.  

house. He offered to help us in looking for 
other pla¢c,~ of interest. 

We looked for the Ohel Rachel Syna- 
gogue in Seymour  Road (now Shanxi Lu) 
and we found it  occupied by the  S'hai 
Educat ion Bureau .  All t he  furni ture  was 
removed,  and  chairs put in rows to m a k e  it  
a lecture hail  with a stage.  

We  took  a taxi  and  looked alI over 
A v e n u e  H a i g  to find my grandparents" 
beautiful home. but could not find it, 
except for one la rge  door  which was 
locked. As  it was 6pro. we thought  it was 
af ter  hours ,  so wen t  again  the  next  morn-  
ing,  but it was still locked, and no-one 
answered the bell. 

When we went further. I found my 
former school in Yu Yuen Road. Then we 
looked for the famous French Club, where 
we used to swim and play tennis,  and  mee t  
many  French,  Dutch,  Danish  and  Hunga-  
r ian  friends, but  tha t  was being completely 
demol ished and  redone into a huge  com- 
plex of  hote ls  to jo in  wi th  the  Ca thay  
Mansions.  which was a l ready a high-rise 
bui ld ing ca l led  J ing j ang  Hote l .  

W h e n  we  p a ~ e d  my  cousins' home in 
Bubbl ing  Wel l  Road,  I recognised the  
garden and  house and  asked the  taxi  dr iver  
to stop. We rang the bell and  someone 
opened the  door,  and the re  i t  was,  as 
before,  but  a woman  came rushing to  close 
the  door  so that  we could not even  look in. 
Wc w e r e  told i t  was an  A r m y  Uni t ,  and so I 
th ink  my  grandparents" home is now some 
such secret  office. 

W e  passed the  Lyceum Thea t re ,  which is 
now the  Shanghai  Art  Thea t re .  T h a t  is 
whe re  I took par t  in a play.  with an  English 
woman Producer,  and  a German-Jewish  
professional Director ,  who la te r  advised 
me to s tudy dramatics  in Eng land  and gave 
me  a le t ter  for Mary Hal ley  Bell ,  who is the 
wife of John  Mills.  to advisc me whe re  to 

The old Lyceum Theatre .  

:+'~ study. I t  .seems she had been in Shanghai  
and he  had  m e t  her.  He  himself  was a 

j refugee from G e r m a n y  who l ived in H e n -  
i n  n 

i gkcw, on  the  outskirts of Shanghai ,  where  
~"'~',l.f I~ a| l  the  refugees were  placed, and among 
t t t l ~  I f  ! '*".o,,'t'-" them was Miss Godel ,  our  nice music 
. . . . .  teacher ,  who used to travel to our  home.  It  

seems Shanghai  was the  only city tha t  
accepted these refugees,  even wi thout  a 
visa, and  they managed  there  to m a k e  a life 
for themselves,  working and sell ing in 



built-up shucks and  cards. 
In passing, I would  l ike to men t i on  tha t  

there was an  excel lent  Bal le t  School in 
Shanghai .  started by Whi t e  Russian 
teachers from the  Bolshoi.  who left a f t e r  
the Revolut ion and found a safe haven  
there.  Actually.  Margot  Fonteyn 's  t a len t  
was discovered in Shanghai ,  so he r  m o t h e r  
took her  to England  to cont inue  to study 
ballet ,  where  she made  such a success. 

The Cathay Hote l ,  which be longed  to Si r  
V. Sassoon. is now the  Peace Ho te l ,  and  all  
those tall  and beaut i ful  bui ldings a re  

The State of Israel Bonds Scroll of Hononr and Jerusalem Medallion were presented to 
Mr. and Mrs. Menabem Baroukh for their support to Israel through State of Israel Bonds. 

Minister Moshe Shahal, who attended the presentation together with leading members of 
the Sephardl Community, emphasised the need for jewish solidarity in view of the crucial 
decisions which will be taken in the forthcoming year. He added: "The purchase of a Bond is 
a vote of confidence in Israel's future"Q 

J e w i s h  S e n i o r  O f f i c i a l s  i. the Royal  Government of Iraq  
(July 1932) 

M e e r  effendi  Basr i ,  born  19.9.1911, 
Super in tendent ,  Minis t ry  of  Fore ign 
Affairs. 
El ias  Ezra  ef t . ,  born 1900, Super in tendent  
(confident ial  section).  Minis t ry  of  Inter ior .  
D a u d  Menash i ,  born 1894, Accounts  
Officer, Police Depa r tmen t .  
Hesqai l  Shohe t  ef t . .  bo rn  1905, M u m a y i z  
of Accounts,  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t .  
Dr .  D a u d  Nissim, born  1884, Medica l  
Officer,  Royal  Hospi ta l .  
Dr.  Joseph Rosenfeld,  born  1880, Medical  
Officer,  Luna t i c  Asylum;  
Dr.  Yacub Gabbay,  born  1905, Medical  
Officer, Basrah.  
Dr .  Sa lman  Zaka r i a ,  born  1875. Medical  
Officer, Ba 'quba.  
Dr .  Moshi  Hesquai l .  born  1882, Medical  
Officer, D a h a n a ,  Baghdad.  
Salman eft.  E lkabi r ,  born  1895, Director ,  
State Domains .  
Moshi  eft. Softer ,  born 1905, Mumayiz ,  
Income Tax.  
Ib rah im beg EIkabir ,  born  1885, 
Accountan t -Genera l .  
Khedhour i  eft.  Ezra ,  born  t896,  Mumayiz ,  
Budge t  Section. 
D a u d  eft. Khedhoory ,  born  1903, 
Assistant Col lector  of Customs,  Baghdad.  
Moshi  eft. Shohet ,  born  1895, Assistant 
Accounts Officer,  Port Di rec tora te ,  
Basrah.  
Aziz eft.  Yusuf ,  born  1895, Accountant  
Sula imani  Liwa.  
Ezra  eft.  E lwaya ,  born 1894, Assistant  
Comptro l le r  and Audi to r -Genera l .  
D a u d  eff. Shaul  Toeg,  born  1892, Senior  
Audi tor .  
Sion eft. Balass,  born  1897. Senior  
Audi tor .  
Alber t  eft. Shamash,  born 1905, act ing 
Senior  Audi tor .  

Sion eft .  Shoua  J i j i ,  bo rn  1898, 
Supe r in t enden t  Records Section, Minis t ry  
of Just ice .  
Musa eft .  Cohen ,  born  1899, Confident ia l  
Cle rk ,  Min i s t ry  of  Just ice.  
D a u d  eff.  Samra ,  born  1878, Vice-  
President ,  Cour t  of  Cassat ion.  
Heske t  eft.  Muract ,  b o r n  1896, Cr imina l  
Magis t ra te ,  Baghdad .  
Hiskai l  eft.  Sal ih ,  born  1898, Assistant  
Inspector,  T a p u  D e p a r t m e n t .  
Reuben  David ,  born  1892, Mil i tary  
Accoun tan t -Gene ra l ,  Minis t ry  of Defence .  
Sion eft.  Z i l k h a ,  born  1 9 ~ ,  Mumayiz  of 
Admin i s t r a t ion ,  Min i s t ry  of Economics 
and Communica t ions .  
Joseph eft.  Shaul ,  born  1900, Assistant 
D i rec to r -Genera l ,  Posts and  Telegraphs 
Depa r tmen t .  
Sal im eft.  Tarz i ,  born  1897, Accounts 
Officer,  Posts and  Telegraphs .  
Satire eft.  Dan i e l ,  born  1901, Avia t ion  
Traffic Officer,  D e p a r t m e n t  of Civil  
Avia t ion .  
Shoua eff. Ze loof ,  born  1900, Assistant  
Eng inee r ,  Publ ic  Works ,  Diwaniyah.  
Nissim eft.  Soussa, born  1900, Sub- 
Eng inee r ,  I r r iga t ion  Depar tmen t .  
Shemtob  eft.  Ba l l i ,  born  1909, Civi l  
Ve t e r i na ry  Surgeon ,  Mosul .  
N a i m  eft .  M u r a d ,  born  1903, Accountant ,  
Minis t ry  o f  Educa t ion .  

T h e  S e n a t e  
Ezra  eft.  M e n a h e m  Dan ie l ,  Senator.  

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  D e p u t i e s  
Baghdad:  l b r a h i m  eft ,  H a y i m ;  Sassoon 

eft.  Heska i l .  
Basrah:  Rouba in  eft.  Somekh.  
Mosul:  l shaq eft.  E p h r a y i m O  
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Murderers Among Us 
This two-part drama  on ITV was based 

on the  autobiography of  Simon Wicsen.  
thai ,  the  Nazi  hunte r .  

Whi le  Wiesenthal ' s  motives a re  noble 
and his work is heroic, his objectives are 
pathetic,  namely ,  to r emind  the  wor ld  of 
the  Holocaust  so that  i t  won ' t  happen  
again! 

Won't happen  aga in?  i s  th is  al l  we 
require  of the  world? A r e  we te l l ing  our  
enemies,  "You have  been naughty  in  the  
past, and  as long as you don ' t  do  it  again  
everything is a]r ight"? 

I f  we keep  remind ing  the  wor ld  of  the  
Holocaust,  all they  will  r e m e m b e r  is tha t  
the Germans  ki l led the  Six Mi l l ions  wi th  
impunity.  Prosecuting one  or  two Etch- 
roans is not  the  answer  to the  Holocaust .  
"that can be  counterproduct ive,  as in  the  
episode of  Durer ' s  t r ial  in  V i e n n a  w h e n  he  
was found "not  gui l ty"  and showered  with 
flowers. Or  in the  case of  the  recent  arrest  
in Nice of Paul  Touvier ,  France's  most  
wanted war  cr iminal ,  and  a fugi t ive for  45 
years. Ant isemit ic  and  Nazi  slogans were  
painted on synagogues in Rouen  and  Paris. 

I was taught  in eng ineer ing  t h a t  to drive 
a big nail you need  a big hammer .  T inke r -  
ing with a small  h a m m e r  will  only bend the  
nail and  dent  its head.  Likewise wi th  the  
Holocaust:  the pun ishment  mus t  fit the  
cr ime;  t inker ing  wi th  i t  is worse than 
useless. The  Holocaust  should be  com- 
memora ted  in the  flesh of  ou r  oppressors, 
in the  cemeter ies  of ou r  enemies .  Bu t  who 
are  we to punish? Anyone  who  says Hi t l e r  
was r ight ;  anyone  who  denies  t h a t  t ragedy 
or trifles with it. They  should be  t rea ted  as 
if  they had commit ted  it. 

T h e  Pope and Yasser  Ara ra t  are  l inks in 
the  chain of oppressors of  the  Jewish 
people through the  ages: Ara f a t ,  t he  ter-  
rorist, commit ted  to  the  destruction of  the  
Jewish Sta te  and  d reaming  of ano the r  
holocaust on  the  4 mi l l ion  Israelis. 

T h e  Pope,  as head  of  an  u n r e p e n t a n t  
Church of R o m e  tha t  has preached  ant i-  
semitism, and tha t  has not kept  i ts  prom- 
ises regarding the  Carmel i t e  convent  a t  
Auschwitz.  Clear ly ,  t he i r  p lan  is to  take  
over the  Holocaust ,  convert  Auschwi tz  
into a Christ ian shr ine  and represen t  the  
Six Mil l ions as sacrificial offerings on the  
a l tar  of Chris t iani ty.  Fu ture  genera t ions  of  
Christ ian pilgrims will  be told+ "This is t he  
spot where  the  'murderers  o f  God '  re-  
ceived thei r  jus t  punishment" .  

A t  a recent  preview in R o m e  of  the  T V  
film, Simon Wiesentha] commen ted ,  +'The 
Christian Church has always helped Nazi  
war  criminals.  Cathol ic  Nazis  addressed 
themselves to one  of  the i r  bishops, and 
Protestants to another .  Cari tas,  the  Roman  
Catholic rel ief  organisat ion,  pa id  for every-  
body. Even  M enge l e  [The Auschwitz  
death camp doctor known as the  'Ange l  of 
Death ' ]  was able  to escape, because he  had 
a forged document  obta ined f rom the  
secretary of Cardinal  Siri ,  then Archbishop 
of Genoa" .  

T h e  World Jewish Congress has in- 

P a g e  6 

Baghdad in 1878 
E x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  b o o k  Through Asiatic Turkey b y  G. G c a r y  w h o  was  

t h e  E d i t o r  o f  The Times o f  India d u r i n g  t h e  las t  c e n t u r y .  
(by courtesy of  Dr .  Heskc l l  D.  Isaacs of the Taylor-Schechter  Gen izah  Research Uni t .  

Univers i ty  of  Cambr idge) .  Par t  I. 

W e  arr ived in Baghdad af te r  nightfall, 
and thus missed the fine v i e w  of  the  city as 
i t  is approached f rom the  river.  The  kurus 
a t  once swarmed  round the  s t eamer  to take  
off  the  passengers,  who  were  rapidly float- 
ed  away  in basketfuls.  I r ema ined  on board 
for the  night ,  and  the  next  morn ing  Col- 
onel  Nixon,  the  Brit ish Political Agent ,  
very kindly sent  to the  s teamer  for me ,  
invi t ing  me  to stop a t  the  Residency. On  
my way to the  Residency, I found the  
bazaars to be  long and  broad,  wel l  bui l t  of  
brick, and arched over so as to exclude the 
sun. The  ord inary  streets a re  nar row and  
for the  most  pa r t  unpaved ,  but they are  
kept  tolerably clean.  T h e  houses are  all 
bui l t  on  the  same p lan ;  the re  is a square 
courtyard in the  centre ,  a round  the  four 
sides of  which the  rooms arc  buil t  in  two or 
th ree  storeys, some  of  t h e m  being qui te  
open to the courtyard, from which comes 
the light and air. Few windows look out on 
the narrow, dismal streets. The roofs are 
all flat and the population sleep upon them 
dur ing the  summer .  Whi l e  the  great  heat  
lasts, the  ci t izens of  Baghdad  spend the  day 
in the  serdaubs - underg round  rooms 
which the prosaic might  call  cellars.  Set- 
daub is a compound Persian word signify- 
ing l i teral ly  "cold water" ,  which,  being 
thus rendered cool,  becomes a place of  
refuge f rom the  in to le rab le  heat .  The  
nights are  nea r ly  always coot, even in 
summer ,  so the  serdaubs are  abandoned  in 
the evening and  a genera l  migra t ion  takes 
place from the  cellars to the  roofs. 

Yasser Arara t  and  Karol  Woj tyla .  Two of a 
kind.  

structed all  Jewish  communi t i es  around the  
world to boycott any  meet ings  wi th  the 
Pope as an  expression of anguish and 
moral  distress a t  the  fa i lure  by the  Catholic 
Church au thor i t ies  to honour  the  two-year  
commi tmen t  to remove  the  Carme l i t e  con- 
vent  from Auschwitz.  

The  cont inuing  offence is fur ther  com- 
pounded by the  fact tha t  the  nuns  at tha t  
convent  pray every  day for the  posthumous 
conversion to  Chr is t ian i ty  of  the  souis of 
the Jewish mar tyrs  who per ished there.  
The Pope has fai led to  stop or  condemn 
this out rageous  practice.  

A l though  Hi t ler ' s  holocaust  did not 
directly affect  ou r  C o m m u n i t y ,  we con- 
t inue  to feel ou t raged  by its magn i tude  and 
savagery and  the  indifference to i t  of  the  
nations of E u r o p e O  

N.E.D.  

Baghdad enjoys very pure and whole- 
some air. which is constantly renewed from 
the surrounding desert. During six or eight 
months the climate is as near perfection as 
any to be found on this planet. There is 
even ice in midwinter, and the autumn and 
spring are lovely. May is not the hottcst, 
but it is the most unpleasant month, for 
insects of all kinds come forth in myriads 
and render life a burden. But June's fiercer 
sun they cannot stand and when July and 
August drive the citizens to the serdm+bs, 
all insects die an unpitied death. The 
intense dry heat kills thcm. l chanced to 
arrive when all is loveliest in the fields and 
flowers around Baghdad. In the beginning 
of Apr i l  the air is perfumed by orange 
blossoms; the hawthorn is in bloom, violets 
are not wholly extinct, and crocuses are 
still to be seen in cool and shady nooks. 
The green of  the young spring foliage is of 
the freshest: birds sing in the branches and 
turtle and ring doves on mosque and 
minaret make the air vocal. The mornings 
and even ings  are  coot, not to say cold, and 
even the midday sun has as yet no terrors 
for the traveller. 

[n the courtyards of many of the more 
important houses, the date-palm and mul- 
berry trees are companions. Part of the city 
stands on t h e  wes te rn  b a n k  of the  r iver  and 
a p ic turesque bridge of  boats leads to it. 
The  Tigris  h e r e  is very wide and deep and 
flows in a s t ra ight  l ine for some miles. 
Gardens  a n d  groves m a r k  the  course of  the 
river,  nor th  and south,  but  the  plains on 
the east  and  on the  west  arc treeless, 
trackless wastes.  Wa te r  ga the r ing  in great  
lakes  to the  westward shows that  the 
Euphra tes  has aga in  this  yea r  burst its 
banks  and  is about  to inundate  the  plain 
and m a k e  Baghdad  sick wi th  fever  in the 
au tumn .  A s  the  level of the  Euphra tes  is 
h igher  t h a n  tha t  of  the  Tigris,  the re  is some 
occasion for  anx ie ty  lest i t  should qui t  its 
own bed for  good and come to share tha t  of 
the eas te rn  r iver ,  d rowning  the  western 
hal f  of Baghdad  on the  way.  It  is difficult to 
m a k e  the  banks  of  thc Euphra tes  suffi- 
ciently s t rong,  as the re  is no  proper  found- 
at ion for t h e  work.  

Around  t h e  ci ty on the  eas tern  circum- 
ference a re  the  old walls,  now for the most 
part  d i smant led .  T h e  bricks of which they 
were  buil t  used a t  one  t ime to be  given to 
the  troops in  l ieu of  the i r  pay,  to sell a t  any 
price they migh t  command in the  market .  
Bu t  tha t  was  before the creat ion of the 
present  eff ic ient  army.  From the  minare t  
we can see,  s tanding out  above the o ther  
buildings,  t h e  g rea t  c i tadel ,  which is in very 
fair condi t ion,  and  the  splendid barracks 
erected only  a few years  ago. 

In the  ci tadel  a re  some curious brass 
cannons  t a k e n  from the  Persians,  when  the 
Sultan M u r a d  recovered the ci ty from them 
in 1638. T h e r e  a re  bas-reliefs on the  pieces, 
represent ing  a m a n  stabbing a lion. A 
British gun  is also amongst  the  curiosities. 
but how it  came  there  I could not l ea rnO 



Mr. David  Ainsworth ,  who  is a reader  of 
The Jen'ish Commentary, and a persona] 
friend of the  wri ter ,  has been  passing on 
some issues of  The Scribe. 

We have  a r rangements  wi th  a n u m b e r  of 
Jewish publications in various parts  of  the  
world and reprint  selected articles. Y o u r  
publication is so well  wr i t t en  and  contains  
mater ia l  of so high a s tandard  tha t  we 
should l ike to have a s imi lar  a r r a n g e m e n t  
with you. 

If you arc agreeable, we should like your 
permission to repr in t  art icles,  wi th  due  
acknowledgement ,  and e n t e r  into a r e c i p  
rocal exchange of subscriptions. 
Ro6e Bay, Murk M. Braham 
New South Wales Editor 

The  Jewish Commentary 
Scribe: Permission g ivenO 

I was recently a t  my sister-in-law's house  
and she showed me  your  newsle t ter  The 
Scribe, the  journa l  of  Babylon ian  Jewry.  It  
was most  interest ing and  very  informat ive .  
My family  is also f rom Iraq ,  so it  was  very 
informing to read about  people  we  know,  
etc. I was also raised in  Manches te r  and  
moved to  N e w  York w h e n  I got marr ied ,  
so even more  I en joyed  read ing  it.  I would  
be most  appreciat ive i f  you would  put  me  
on your  ma i l ing  l i s l e  
Harr ison,  N.Y. Anne L a w i  

A f r iend of mine ,  Mr .  E i t an  Shamash ,  
gave m e  No. 33 of The Scribe. I was  very 
happy to read it.  Every  ar t ic le  of  the  Scribe 
is interesting. T h e  var ie ty  of  the  articles, 
which are  deep in mean ing ,  at tracts  the  
reader .  

I would  be  much obl iged to you i f  you 
put my n a m e  in the  ma i l i ng  list@ 
Qirya t  One,  Israel  Yehuda  Barshan  

Your  Scribe is a very special gift to each 
and every  Iraqi home.  The  chi ldren shared 
with me the e n j o y m e n t  of  read ing  the  
Baghdadi  wisdom section, some of which 
brought a smile to my  hear t  r e m e m b e r i n g  
my beaut i ful  and  cheerful  M a m a  Toba.  As  
children she used to tel l  us some of those 
sayings and they did impr in t  some special 
values in us@ 
Montreal  S imha  Peress 

We  always marvel  a t  the  informat ion  
you seem to have  a t  the  t ip  of your  f ingers 
- not only academic and historical facts, 
hut  about  "our  crowd" all  over  the  globe. 
What  a commitment .  Please keep  up  the  
good w o r k O  
Evanston, Ill .  Edward  & Evelyn Shuker 

It  has been always a p leasure  to receive 
The Scribe. T h e  wea l th  of history and  
tradit ion you give us wi th  every  c o p y  
uplifts as and brings us closer to our  rootsO 
W. Australia Hyim S. Tweg 

I en joy  reading The Scribe and l ea rn ing  
all about  our  people.  I was born in Israel;  
my parents  come f rom l raq .  

I en joy  and l ike the  recipes wri t ten  by 
Alice Shashou,  and cspeeial iy her  t ipsD 
Ramat  Gan  l i ana  David  

Y o u r  ar t ic le  "'The Ca i ro  Conference  of 
1921" is exce l len t ,  wel l  wr i t t en  and  should 
be d is t r ibuted to  a l l  l ibraries and  institu- 
tions. T h e  in fo rmat ion  i t  contained is well  
researched and  documen ted  and  is a n  
excel lent  source o f  in format ion  for those 
interested in history. 

Some of  the  facts ment ioned ,  a l though 
known to I raqi  Jews  of ou r  genera t ion ,  
should be h a n d e d  down to the  genera t ions  
to come. 

The Scribe has become a ral lying point  
for all Jews  o f  I raqi  or ig in  and I hope you 
wil l  continue y o u r  good workO 
Mont rea l  Yusuf  Meet 

Mr.  Dov  Sherf 's  l e t t e r  in  your  March  
issue refers  to  "'Raise a Chi ld  in Israel" as a 
blessed project .  This te rminology is un- 
f i t t ing.  A blessed pro jec t  is tha t  of  estab- 
l ishing a factory or  invest ing in exist ing 
concerns most  needed  by Israel  in this  
difficult  pe r iod  she is passing on all  fronts - 
poli t ical ,  economic  and  social. May  this  
call reach the  ea r s  of  those who  care for 
Israel 's  wel l -be ing  and  progress. 

I found  your  2-page ar t ic le  "The  N e w  
O t t o m a n  E m p i r e "  in the  issue of  October  
1988 h igh ly  in teres t ing.  Wou ld  you permi t  
a H e b r e w  t rans la t ion  of i t  to  be  publ ished 
in an  Israel i  p a p e r  here? .  
R a m a t  G a n  Abraham Muir Yadid 
Scribe: Permission g i v e n O  

The  we lcoming  address tha t  N a i m  gave  
to the  Ambassador  was  truly excel lent  and  
I am sure was grea t ly  appreciated by all  
who w e r e  present .  T h e  points made  on the  
"missing d imens ion"  has not been  an  issue 
tha t  rece ived  the  publici ty and  not ice tha t  
i t  c lear ly deserves.  I wish  you well  in your  
efforts to b r ing  th is  impor t an t  m a t t e r  to the  
not ice of ou r  pol i t ic ians@ 
Manches te r  J .  Gradel  

Y o u r  bu l le t in  is in formai ive  and  amus-  
ing;  the  humor is t ic  contretemps on the  
meri ts  of  - h a m i n "  and  "daf ina"  was a 
special l augh .  

I am here  wi th  the  courtesy of the  
Sinagpore G o v e r n m e n t  propagat ing an  
old/new-fanglcd species cal led counter-  
t rade.  W e  a re  a m o n g  the  first in S.E. Asia  
and en joy ing  the  s t imula t ing  env i ronment .  

W e  have  a smal l  local communi ty  of 
about  250 Jews in  n u m b e r ,  mostly or iginat-  
ing  f rom Iraq ,  which  has been  increased by 
an  equa l  n u m b e r  of  Israetis. 

I r m a  and  myse l f  a re  core members ,  she 
very  act ive on the  Jewish Wel fa re  Board  
and myse l f  rev iv ing  our  Jewish youth  over 
here  and  l ead ing  a t e am,  the  first f rom 
Singapore to the  Israel  Maccabiah (XI i I )  
Ju ly  1989. It  wil l  indeed be  very difficult to  
emu la t e  the  last t e a m  I led f rom India  in 
t957,  w h e r e  a t e a m  of 5 part icipants  came  
back wi th  3 gold  and  3 si lver medals.  
Singapore Sam Marsha l l  

It  is in te res t ing  to note tha t  a Bombay  
Jew of Baghdad i an  or ig in ,  Adr i an  Ezra ,  
aged t 8, is t he  Squash Champion  of  India ,  
j u n i o r  and  senior ,  who may  be included in 
the  Br i t i sh  Maccabi  T e a m  - EditorO 

I was p l c a ~ d  to see the  photograph and  
read about  the  Service held  in  January  a t  
Bevis  Marks  Synagogue to commemora t e  
the  b ru ta l  hang ing  in Baghdad of  n ine  
innocenl  Jews  20 years  ago. To those of  us 
who wen t ,  i t  was  an  ex t remely  wel l -  
a t tended  Service wi th  representat ions  f rom 
all  sections of  the  Anglo-Jewry  commun-  
ity. 

I would  not l ike your  readers  to be  
misled,  however .  T h e  sponsoring organisa-  
l ions  w e r e  the  Spanish & Portuguese J e w -  
ish Congrega t ion ,  London,  the  Zionis t  
Federa t ion ,  T A ' A L I  - World  M o v e m e n t  
for a U n i t e d  Israel and  the  Sephardi  
Federa t ion  of  G r e a t  Br i ta in  and  the  Com-  
monwea l th .  T h e  co-organisers were  Percy 
Gourgey  and  the  unders ignedO 
TA'ALI a n d  the  Sidney L. Shlpton 
Sephardl  Federa t ion  Executive Di rec tor  
of  G.B.  

M a n y  thanks  for sending m e  your  j ou r -  
na l  regular ly .  T h e  pleasant  production and  
the  contents  enab le  many  of us to get  m o r e  
acquainted  wi th  the  great  t radi t ion  a n d  
her i tage  of  I raqi  J e w r y O  
Bachad Fellowship Arleh L. Ha nd le r  
Friends of Bnel  Akiva, Chairman 
London NW6 

You a re  b igoted war-monger t .  As  a t r u e  
f r iend of  Israel  I wish to  inform you t h a t  
"Peace N o w "  is a non-par ty  m o v e m e n t  
founded  in  Israel  in  1978. Since then  i t  has  
organised opposi t ion to  Jewish se t t lements  
on  the  West  B a n k ,  protested against  t he  
invasion of  Lebanon  and  presses the  gore 
e m i n e n t  towards  the  peace  process. 

Anonymous 

Scribe: A n y o n e  who says tha t  Arabs  can 
live in Israel  but  tha t  Jews cannot  l ive 
among the  Arabs  inval idates all his a rgu-  
ments.  T h e r e  are  some people who care 
more  about  Arabs  than  about  Jews of  A r a b  
landsO 
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Saeed Bershan  in Moscow. This bell was  
rung  in  sub-zero weather ,  and  a piece fell 
off! 

P a g e  7 
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Born in Hong Kong,  Lord (Lawrence) Kadoorie  recently ce lebra ted  his 90th bir thday.  Here  he  is seen wi th  his father ,  Sir  Elly Kadoorie  
(both wearing hats), and his brother Horace, who is made Knight Bachelor in the Queen's Birthday Honours list, on a visit to Meir Elias 
Hospital in Baghdad in 1925, with the Community notables. Congratulations to both brothers from the Extlareh's Foundation. 

It is said that if  China sneezes, Hong Kong catches a cold. I f  China catches a cold, what would happen to Hong Kong? Lord Kadoorle looks 
forward to the future with optimism. 

SUMMER SALADS 
b y  A l i c e  S h a s h o u  

I r a q i  C a b b a g e  S a l a d :  
21b shredded cabbage,  l ~A_ cup lemon ju ice  
! ~/z cup orange ju ice ,  5 tablespoons sugar 
Salt to taste 

Sprinkle the  shredded  cabbage wi th  salt  
and leave in a colander  for one  or  two 
hours, Press l iquid out  by tak ing  a handful  
at  a t ime and squeezing out  the  l iquid unti l  
i t  is total ly  l imp.  

Put in a bowl. Mix  the  ju ices  with salt  
and the sugar  and  add to  the  cabbage .  
Taste and adjust .  Cover  and  refr igerate .  It  
takes a few days to  get  the  right taste. It 
will  keep  for a week .  

Researchers have  discovered that  the  
chemical indole,  la rgely  present  in cabba- 
ge,  can s t imula te  the  na tura l  defence 
mechanisms of  the  body to  resist cancers. 
Therefore ,  i t  is a powerful  medicine.  To 
eat  i t  three  t imes  a w e e k  is good. 

P e p p e r  S a l a d :  
21b co[oured peppers,  g reen ,  red and 
yel low 
! cup whi te  w i n e  vinegar ,  I ~A cups wate r  
Salt to taste,  3 tablespoons sugar 

Slice the  peppers  lengthways  in wide  
sections. 

Boil  t he  v inegar ,  wa te r ,  salt  and  sugar.  
Add  the  cut  peppers  and  boil once. Let  i t  
s immer  for  l 0  minutes .  It  should be  
cooked, but  no t  soft. Pour  in to  a jar .  When  
cold, re f r igera te  un t i l  required.  It  wil l  keep  
for 2 months  or  m o r e  i f  kept  t ight ly closed. • 

I r a q i  C u c u m b e r  S a l a d :  
21b smal l  cucumbers ,  unpee led  (if  the  skin 
seems th in  and  t ender )  and  th in ly  sliced. 
Salt 
½ cup whi te  w i n e  v inegar ,  '/2 cup wate r  
I teaspoon sugar ,  I g r een  pepper  

Cu t  cucumbers  and  put  in a colander.  
Spr inkle  wi th  salt  and  le t  s tand for 30-40 
minutes .  Boi l  v inega r  wi th  the  water ,  
sugar,  salt  and  g reen  pepper .  Leave  to 
cool. Discard g reen  pepper .  Press the  
cucumbers be tween  your  fingers t i l l  Iimp. 
Put in a sa lad  bowl.  Add  the  cooled 
vinegar.  Ad jus t  to taste. 

K e e p  in  a fr idge till  needed.  

C o l e s l a w  s a l a d :  
1 small  whi te  cabbage 
I carrot ,  gra ted  
I green peppe r  de-seeded  then  f inely sliced 
3 ce lery  stalks cut  f ine  
3 tablespoons wh i t e  wine  v inegar  
5 tablespoons o l ive  oil  
1 tablespoon cas ter  sugar  
3 tablespoons mayonna i se  
SaLt and peppe r  to tas te  

Shred the  cabbage  very  f inely with a 

knife o r  food processor. Mix wi th  the  
carrot ,  ce le ry  and  green pepper. 

B lend  all  t he  seasonings with the mayon-  
naise in  a large  mix ing  bowl. 

Add  the  sa lad  ingredients  - c a b b a g e ,  
carrot,  g reen  peppe r  and celery - and  turn  
with a spoon and  fork unti l  well  coated.  
Taste a n d  correct  seasoning. Refr igera te  
unti l  requi red .  

Coles law is best made  4-6 hours  in 
advance.  I t  keeps  crisp for 2 days. 

C h i c k - p e a s  S a l a d :  
2 cups chick-peas  
2 green peppers ,  2 red peppers 
4 cloves garl ic ,  c rushed 
1 cup chopped parsley 
tA teaspoon j e e r a  o r  cumin 
4 small  p ickled  cucumbers,  finely chopped 
Salt, f reshly mi l l ed  black pepper  to taste  

Soak chick-peas  overnight  in hal f  teas-  
pooh of b icarbonate  of soda and boil t i l l  
cooked. T a k e  peel  out .  

De-seed  peppers ,  remove pith and cut 
into j u l i e n n e  strips about  t/x" thick wi th  a 
sharp knife .  

Mix chick-peas ,  garlic,  parsley, cucum- 
bers and peppers.  Add salt+ j ee r a  and 
pepper.  Mix  wel l .  

Add v inagre t t e  of  your  choice. 
Add e n o u g h  of the  dressing to moisten 

the salad w i thou t  soaking it. 
A var ia t ion  - instead of chick*peas, use 

fried smal l  cut  a u b e r g i n e O  

Published by the  Exi larch 's  Foundation,  20 Queen 's  Ga te  Terrace ,  London SW7 SPF, Edi tor ia l  Adviser:  Percy Gourgey, MBE 
Printed by Freedman Bros. (Printers)  Ltd. ,  London NWI i 7QB, 01-458 3220 


