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SylSHING ALL OUR READERS A HAPPY PASSOVER 

"'On a hot  Sunday  afternoon, I created Transjordan" - Winston Churchill  

The Cadre Conference e£ 
by Na~m D a n g o o r  

E v e r  s ince 2 N o v e m b e r ,  1917, w h e n  L o r d  B a l f o u r ,  u n d e r  L loyd  G e o r g e ,  m a d e  his  f a m o u s  D e c l a r a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  P a l e s t i n e  as a N a t i o n a l  H o m e  fo r  the  J ews ,  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  of  t h e  F o r e i g n  Off ice  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  ha rd  to 
f rus t ra te  the  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  ol ~ t h a t  p romise .  

As  was  r ecen t ly  s ta ted  by  Pa t r i ck  C o s g r a v e ,  off ic ia l  b i o g r a p h e r  ol' M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r ,  t he  Fo re ign  Off ice  is a law u n t o  
i tself ,  has  h a d  a f ree  h a n d  in shap ing  fo r e ign  po l icy  a n d  acts  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of  D o w n i n g  S t ree t .  

T h e  Pa le s t ine  m a n d a t e ,  a w a r d e d  to  B r i t a i n  in  19:20, c o v e r e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  on  b o t h  sides of  the  J o r d a n  R i v e r  a n d  r e q u i r e d  
the  m a n d a t o r y  to f ac i l i t a t e  the  close s e t t l e m e n t  of  J e w s  in  the  w h o l e  a r e m  B u t  f i rs t  T r a n s j o r d a n  was  l o p p e d  off ,  t h e n  Jewish  
i m m i g r a t i o n  was  s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t ed  a n d  v a r i o u s  p a r t i t i o n  pIans w e r e  pu t  f o r w a r d  as to m a k e  a J e w i s h  S t a t e  no t  v~able. T h e  
Z ion i s t s  in t h e  e n d  w e r e  r eady  to  accept  a n y t h i n g  to  save  J e w s  f r o m  Naz i  p e r s e c u t i o n  bu t  t h e  A r a b s  w e r e  a d a m a n t .  

T h e  i n t r i g u e s  of  F o r e i g n  Off ice  a g e n t s  in M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  af fa i rs  e a r n e d  it  t h e  n i c k n a m e  of  A b u - N a j i .  W i t h  the  F r e n c h  
f inal ly  d r iven  o u t  of  the  r eg ion  a n d  t h e  Pa l e s t i n i ans  set  a g a i n s t  t h e  Israel is ,  B r i t i sh  in t e re s t s  can  e n j o y  t h e  spec ia l  r c t a t lonsh ip  
wi th  t h e  A r a b  S ta tes  wh ich  has  b e e n  t h e  t o n g - s t a n d i n g  a i m  of  the  Fo re ign  Off ice .  T h e  an t i - I s r ae l  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  or  M e l l o r  
and  W a l d e g r a v e  m u s t  be  seen  in  th i s  l igh t .  

We ,  B a b y l o n i a n  J e w r y ,  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  J e w i s h  r igh ts  in  the  M i d d l e  E a s l  do  no t  s t e m  f r o m  the  B a l f o u r  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  t h e  t e rms  
or" the  m a n d a t e ,  U N  P a r t i t i o n  r e so lu t i ons  or  e v e n  b ib l ica l  p romises .  T h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  has b e e n  o u r  h a b i t a t  s ince  t i m e  
i m m e m o r i a l  a n d  w e  w a n t  o u r  r igh t fuI  s h a r e  of  t h e  r eg ion ,  

Three thousand years ago, the  centre of grounds. Mazdak presented himself  us 
world power was in the Near  East,  with 
Europe and the rest of the world almost 
unheard of. The ascendancy of Europe 
began with the discovery of extensive iron 
ore deposits in that  continent. With the 
decline of the mighty empires of the Near  
East, the region became vulnerable to 
outside attack. [r was Alexander  the  Groat 
who camc out of F2urope to conquer most 
of the known world, while  still in his 
twenties, made his headquarters in Baby- 
lon and (lied there in 323 BCE at the age of 
33. 

Six centuries latcr, Judaism, in the shape 
of Christianity, in turn, conquered Europe.  
The Roman and Persian empires were the 
superpowers [n those days, confi'onting 
each other  west of Mesopotamia,  where  
Babylonian Jewry maintaincd a strong 
atttonomous state and acted as a buffer 
between the two rival superpowers. On 
many occasions the Romans tried to sway 
Babylonian Jewry to their  sidc. For exam- 
plc, in 363, the Roman emperor  •Julian, 
who renounced Ctlristianity, vainly tried to 
win over the Jewish community to his side 
in anticipation of his contemplated attack 
on Persim He  wrote to thc Babylonian 
Jews promising, " . . when I have success- 
fuIly concluded t i le  war  with Persia, I will 
rebuild with my own efforts the sacred city 
of Jerusalem, that  you may glorify The 
Most High Ood therein."  But  the Jews 
remained steadfastly loyal to Persia. 

However,  around 500, the Mazdakites 
took over the Persian government  and 
started persecuting the Jews on religious 
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reformer,  teaching that  since men were  
born equal ,  private property and marr iage 
were hmnan inventions - God, in fact, 
required an equal division of property and 
prohibited marriage.  Adultery,  incest and 
theft were  thus necessary steps to re- 
estabIish the true laws of nature.  The 
Mazdakites, supported by the Persian mas- 
ses, proceeded to carry out the i r  doctrines, 
particularly by sharing the weal th and the 
women of the upper  classes. This revolu- 
tionary programme produced vast looting, 
abduction of women and expropriation of 
land. All this was obnoxious to tile Jews, 
who were also forbidden to practise their  
religion, carry out sheehiza, or l ight Sab- 
bath candles, The Babylonian Exilareh 
proclaimed independence that  lasted for 
seven years, Bu t  his revolt was finalIy 
crushed and the fortunes of Babylonian 
Jewry reached a low ebb. (I t  is notcworthy 
that  the Babylonian Talmud had been 
terminated in the year  499). 

In 528, King Kavad broke completely 
with the revolutionary movement  and kil- 
led Mazdak. Kavad thus merely utilised 
the Mazdakke  movement  in ordcr to 
weaken the power of the nobility~ But  the 
Jews had had enough. By that  t ime,  con- 
stant warfare bctween Rome and Persia 
had sapped their  energies and the Jews of 
Babylon turned their  at tention to the 
Arabs in Arabia and helped them to 
emerge as a force to be reckoned with, 
united, in due course, under  the banncr  of 
Islam, itself model led on Judaism. 

The Jews invited the  Arabs to come over 

and gave them immense help, both finan- 
cial and miIitary, [n their  conquest o[" 
Mesopotamia, Palestine and Syria. They 
also helped in organising their  administra- 
tion and shaping thei r  theological matters. 
Omar  invited the Jews to rebuild the 
Temple but they declined the offer saying 
this should wait till the advent of the 
Messiah. Thereupon he went  down on his 
knees to start clearing the site and threw a 
quanti ty of coins on the rubble to encour- 
age others in the process, As an interim 
measure  he  ordered the building of thc 
Mosque of Omar  on the holy site. (It is 
noteworthy that  Omar 's  t i t le was AI- 
Farouk (The Del iverer)  and acted in the 
role of a Jewish Rcdccmcr). 

The period of Arab ascendancy roughly 
coincides with the Middle Ages in Europe.  
In 1096, Christian rulers went  to war to 
regain tile Holy Land from lhe  Moslems, 
but after over 150 years the Crusades 
ended in [allure. In revenge, Western 
agents (precursors of David Mellor  and 
William Waldegrave)  incited and helped 
the MongoIs under  HuiagL~, who had a 
Christian wife and who was aided by 
Georgian Christian troops, to overrun the 
Middle East. The Mongols• destroyed the 
irrigation canal system and massacred mil- 
lions of civilians. What  a holocaust was the 
fall of Baghdad in 1258! 800,000 people 
were slaughtered in a few days, and the 
waters of the Tigris ran red with blood for 
days. 

In June 1284, Argun was elected to 
succeed. Gradually the power in Baghdad 
fell into the hands of Sand al-Dawla,  a 
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remarkable Jew, a doctor by profession, 
but also a skilful financier and administra- 
tor. l.te became governor of Baghdad, then 
Wazir of the province and, later, of the 
whole empire. He wielded his vast power 
consktcratcly and well. Under his skilled 
and careful hand, the finances of the 
empire greatly improved. Saad tried to 
persuade Argue to found a new religion, 
with the idea of bringing to an end the 
constant feuds between the existing faiths. 
The imperial service was soon filled with 
his relatives and co-religionists; which led a 
Baghdad wit at the time to complain: 
The Jews with this our time a rank attain 

To which the heavens might aspire in vain. 
Theirs is dominion, wealth to them dotl~ cling, 

To them belong both councillor anti king. 
O people, hear my words of counsel true; 

Turn Jew, for Heaven itself hath turned a 
Jew! 

In 1291, Argue died, Saad was assassin- 
ated and an anti-Jewish pogrom followed. 

The Mongol connection with Europe 
was close, Argun corresponded with Ed- 
ward I of England and in 1290 sent an 
envoy to l.ondon. There was a proposal for 
a joint attack by the Pope, England and 
France, with the Mongols, on Syria and 
Egypt. In 1400, Timurlank cmnpleted the 
process of destruction and the region 
remained desolate until modern times. 

Shortly after the departure of the Cru- 
saders, the Ottoman Turks consolidatcd 
their control of Asia Minor, which re- 
mained for 60(1 years a barrier between 
Europe and Asia, and sealed the Middle 
East from European encroachment. At the 
beginning of the twentieth century, the 
Ottoman empire still covered most of the 
Middle East, where immense oil reserves 
were being detected and which was assum- 
ing increasing strategic importance both 
for land and air routes. 

The strategic importance of Mesopotamia was 
alnply demonstrated in the Second World War 
when. in t941, the revolt of Rashid All sought to 
give thc Germans, through Vichy Syria, a cheap 
aeccss to the Indian Ocean. enabling them to 
join hands with Japan and outflank both the 
British army in North Africa and the Russian 
army. The failure of Rashid Ali's revolt obliged 
the Germans to embark on the disastrous 
Rttssian campaign but, as a result of the epic 
detenee at Slalingrad. lhey failed to reach Basra. 
When Germany invaded Russia my late uncle, 
Haron Khazma, told ale to write on the map 

i.e. "'the Germans are caught [n the quagmire." 
]t is m~t widely appreciated by historians that 

the batt]e for traq took place on the island of 
Crete. where the British army engaged and 
destroyed the only German airborne division 
and. at st great sacrifice in men, managed to 
delay the fall of Crete until the situatiotl in [t'aq 
was under control. 

The Grea t  W a r  
The construction by the Germans of the 

Berlin-Bospherus-Baghdad (BBB) railway 
alarmed Britain and was one of the mare 
causes of the Grcat War of 1914-1918, The 
dJsmelnbcrment of the Ottoman empire 
was one of the main objectives of that war. 

Aftcr the war, England stood virtually 
unrivalled upon the ruins of the Ottoman 
empire. Under the secret Sykes-Picot 
agreement of 1916, Syria was allocated to 
France. and Palestine and Mesopotamia to 
Britain. Tile idea was to set up local 
administrations in the liberated territories. 
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But in an attempt to cheat France out of 
her prize, Lawrence of Arabia encouraged 
and helped Fcisal to take Damascus, where 
Iraqi exiles proclaimed Abdulla king of 
Iraq. But later, the mandate system was 
preferred, As a result, by the battle of 
Maysalum, the French ousted Feisal from 
Syria on 24 July 1920 and Abdulla was not 
allowed by the British to go to Iraq. 

As one French writer wrote at the time: "The 
Feisal comedy has gone far enough. Feisal has 
no right to be in Syria_ A man of straw set up by 
England. If England wishes to give him a 
kingdom, 

by the majority of British officials on the 
spot who side with the Arabs in opposition 
to the Balfour Declaration, There is sabot- 
age by forces working in the dark; the 
sympathies of the army are with the 
Arabs." 

Churchill wrote from Nice to the Prime 
Minister; "The problem is o n e . . ,  Feisa] or 
Abdulla in Mesopotamia; King Hussein at 
Mecca; Bin Saud at N c j d . .  , King Samuel 
in Jerusalem . . . are all interwoven." 

A Conference in Cairo 
After a policy of drift persisted in 

Britain's approach to Middle East prob- 
lems until 1921, a conference of leading 
British authorities was convened in Cairo 
and Jerusalem from 12 to 3(I March, under 
the direction of the newly appointed Colo- 
nial Secretary, Winston ChurchiIl, with 
responsibilities for the Middle East. Sir 
Percy Cox asked permission to bring Sas- 
smt Effendi and Ja'afar Pasha "both quite 
unexceptionable socially." The partici- 
pants had before them three main objec- 
tives: first, to consolidate gains and to 
effect economies through administration at 
thc local Icvcl; second, to reconcile the 
different perspectives hekl by British oft'i- 
cials and government agencies involved in 
Middle Eastern affairs; and third, to arrive 
at a comprehensive framework, incorpor- 
ating previous commitments and existing 
realities, 

The first item regarding Mesopotamia 
(the name lraq had not received currency) 
was whether there was to be an Arab ruler 
or not. Among those considered were 
Sheikh Khazaal of Mohammara, the Agha 
Khan, and the Turkish prince Bm'han-al- 
Din. But under the influence of Lawrence 
of Arabia and Miss Gertrude Bell the 
decision was taken to instal an Arab ruler. 
That arbitrary decision, which was taken 
without regard to the interests of the 
important minorities of Mesopotamia, 
started a process which resulted thirty 
years later in the mass emigration of its 
ancient Jewish community. 

Having decided on an Arab ruler, the 
field was narrowed down to three candi- 
dates: the Naqib of Baghdad Abdul Rah- 
man al-Gailani, who was president of the 
council of state of Iraq; Sayyid Talib 
Pasha, minister of interior; and Sharif 
Feisal, who was the British favourite. 
Sasson Effendi and Jaafar Pasha, finance 
and defence ministers respectively, were 
then called in and asked for their views. As 
expected, both agreed that of the three 
candidates, Feisal would be most welco- 
med by tile country at large. Churchill 
.rejected the suggestion that the Iraqi 
National Assembly should decide on the 
ruler and favoured a rcfcrendum. But 
Lawrence pointed out that it was most 
undesirable that Feisal should in any way 
carry on an election campaign in person. 

(At a meeting in London, Cornwallis hinted 
to Feisal that he might be offered the throne of 
lraq but Feisal replied, "My fathcr, who really 
wants Abdu]la to go to Mesopotamia, would 
never approve, and he and all the people would 
believe that I am working lor myself" and not for 
rny nation, in agreement with the British. My 
honour is my dearest possession, and 1 wilt never 
allow myself t o  be accused of soil-interest." 
Feisa] insisted that he wouId not become a 
candidate until the claims of Abdutla had been 



disposed at', With Syria and ]raq beyond Abdub 
la's reach, it became imperative to find him a 
province across the Jordan river). 

T r a n s - J o r d a n  lopped off 
The Balfour Declaration did not contain 

a definition of boundaries but was by no 
means confii~ed to the arca west of the 
Jordan River. Moreover, the draft Palesti- 
ne mandate covercd both sides of the river 
as there was no scparate mandate for 
Traus-Jordan. So in order to satisfy Abdul- 
la it was decided to instal him in Trans- 
Jordan and to administer it on different 
lines from Palestine. The ChurehiI1-Abdulla 
agrccmcnt of Sunday 27 March 1921 pro- 
vided fo r  the pe]'mcnent constitution of 
Transjordan as an Arab province within 
Palestine and Abdulla was to be installed 
there fro" a trial period of six months. By 
July it was clear that Abdulla's perform- 
ance was not satisfactory and it was 
thought that union with Palestine was the 
best future for Trans]ordan. But when 
Lawrence went to see Abdulla in Amman 
hc persuaded him te stay on and, in the 
absence of any other candidate, the British 
government accepted this arrangement out 
of expediency. 

Betrayal  of  the  J e w s  

Imntcdiatcly after the Cairo Cenfcrcncc, 
Britain added a new article 25 to the 
Palestine mandate which read: "In the 
territories lying between the Jordan river 
and the eastern boundary of Palestine as 
ultimately determined, the mandatory shall 
be entitled to postpone or withoId (de 
retarder ou suspendre) application of such 
provisions of this mandate as he may consid- 
er inapplicablc to the existing local condi- 
tions, and to make such provision for the 
administration of the territories Ks he may 
consider suitable to those condi t ions . . . "  

It is clear that Abdulla had bccn pla- 
cated at the expense of the Jewish national 
home. This view was shared, for example, 
by Sir Alec Kirkbridc (latcr ambassador to 
Jordan) who wrote: "In due course the 
remarkable discovery was made that the 
clauses of the mandate relating to thc 
establishment of a National Home for the 
Jews had never been iJttendcd to apply to 
thc mandatory territory east of the river." 
Even Abdulla recalled in his memoirs his 
success in creating the gdvernment of 
Transjordan "by having it separated from 
the Balfour Declaration." 

Part i t ion of Palestine 
On 25 April 1921, Zionist leaders were 

informed of the addition of article 25 which 
they had to accept under the threat that 
otherwise Britain would not accept the 
mandate. In other words, this action was 
lantamouJtt to a partition of mandated 
Palestine between Arabs and Jews. At a 
meeting on 22 July 1921, both Lloyd 
George and Balfour confirmed to Dr. 
Wcizmann that by the Balfour declaration 
they had always meant the eventual found- 
ing of a Jewish state. 

The Fact that Transjordan was not inclu- 
ded in British promises to Sherif Ituseiu 
was confirmed by Sir Henry McMahon who 
wrote on 12 March 1922 to the Colonial 
Office: "In my letter of 25 October 1915 to 
the Sherif of Mecca, it was my intention to 
exclude Palestine from independent Arabia 

B R I T A I N  A N D  T H E  J E W I S H  N A T I O N A L  H O M E :  
P L E D G E S  A N D  B O R D E R  C H A N G E S ,  1917 - 1923  

- -  at theSan Reme Conference [n1920, as the [~!~{ii~. 19~_1, and givantc 
I Named Transjord region of a Jewish National Rome [:::. Q;~ 

E :.~7.:..A al once closed tc 
~ o f  Lheareainwhich [;:':~i:i:.i~ ~ [ ]  Ceded by Britain 

H t h ~ e l r e m e  National ~. ) ' f~  [ Mandate ef Syria 
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)arated ~rom Palestine by Britain in 
I ~tivan ta the Emir Abctultah. 
ransjordan, this territory was 
tosed to dawishsat~leme~l 

,8ritatnto the French 
iyria, 1923 

The boundaries of the Palestine Mandate. The Jewish State was intended to include part 
of Trans-Jordan. (Reproduced by kind permission of Dr. Marfi~ Gilbert, author of "The Arab-Israeli 
Conflict - #s History i~ Maps", published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London). 

• . .  ] did not make nse of the Jordan river 
to define the limits of (Palestine) because [ 
thought it might possibly be considered 
desirable at some later stage of negotiations 
to find some more suitable frontier line east 
of the Jordan river . . ." 

The final draft of the Palestine mandate 
was approved by the League of Nations on 
22 July 1922. 

The fact that an exctusiveIy Arab regime 
was constituted For Transjordan, where 
Jews were not allowed to immigrate or to 
reside, that by itseif should give the Jews a 
reciprocal exclusivity in Palestine to the 
west of the Jordan. 

Feisal  in l r a q  
After the Conference, events in Meso- 

potamia too were moving fast. On 17 April 
1921, Sayyid Talib Pasha was exiled to 
Ceylon as he increasingly became a scrious 
rival to Feisal, who landed at Basra 24 June 
and arrived in Baghdad 29 June. On 11 
July, the Council of Ministers unanimously 
declared Feisal King of Iraq. On 18 Au- 
gust, the result of the referendum was 
announced, showing overwhelming sup- 
port for Feisal and on 23 August, Feisal 
was enthroned to the strains of God Save 
the King. 

No sooner was Feisa[ crowned than he started 
to ask for more independence. Churchill wrote 
in November : "I am getting tired o1" all those 
lengthy telegrams about Feisat. Six months ago 
we were paying his hotel bills in London: now I 
am forced to read 800-word messages day aRer 

day on thc question of his status, Has he no 
wives to keep him quiet'? Let his country pay its 
own way before we can discuss constitutional 
changes." 

Betraya l  of  the  K u r d s  

The Conference  discussed the future 
of Kurdis tan and,  despi te  opposi t ion 
led by Miss  Bell ,  it was decided to 
keep Kurdis tan separa te  from lraq.  
Hence  it was decided to insert  an 
addi t ional  ar t icle  16 in the Mesopota~ 
mian manda te  to read: 

"Nothing in this mandate shall prevent the 
mandatory from establishing sueh an auton- 
omous system of administration for the pre- 
dominantly Kurd[sh areas in the norlhern pot- 
lions of Mesopotamia as he may consider suit- 
able." 

But the promises for Kurdish autonomy 
and eventual statehood which wcrc stron D 
ly favoured by Churchill, were never im- 
plemented, Sir Percy Cox, under Miss 
Be[Fs influence, encouraged the new Iraqi 
government to maintain that the Kurdish 
provinces formed an integral part of the 
country. Barely two months after Eeisa's 
coronation, Sir Hubert Young of tl]e Colo- 
niai Office came to warn Feisa[ that "Bri- 
tain wanted to encourage Arab nationalism 
but not Arab imperialism." The Arabs 
don't seem to know where to draw the t[ne. 
In the twenties wc wcrc made to sing at our 
Jewish schools lamenting the frustration of 
the Arab nation: 
"Woe to me over the fatherlands": 
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Syria  m o a n s ,  a n d  l r a q  bewai l s ;  
J e ru sa l em g r o a n s ,  A n d  H i j a z  compla in s ,  

N o w .  w i t h  21 i n d e p e n d e n t  s ta tes  a n d  
rich in oil w e a l t h ,  t h e y  still don',~ s e e m  to 
bc sat isf ied.  T h e y  w a n t  m o r e  - t h e y  w a n t  
all. 

THUS THE TRUTH IS THAT T H E  
P R O B L E M  I N  T H E  M I D D L E  EAST IS 
N O T  Z I O N I S M  B U T  ARAB IMPERIAL- 
ISM, 

G e r t r u d e  Bel l  a n d  T . E .  L a w r e n c e  w e r e  
• f ree lance  a d v e n t u r e r s  w h o  w e r e  in love  

w i t h  the  A r a b s  a n d  w h o  a l l o w e d  the i r  
hea r t s  to  rule the i r  h e a d s .  In  A p r i l  1916, 
w h c n  G e n e r a l  T o w n s e n d  a n d  his a r m y  
w e r e  t r a p p e d  in K u t ,  L a w r e n c e  c a m e  a n d  
of fe red  a b r ibe  o f  £2 mil l ion to Khal i l  
P a s h a  a n d  G e n e r a t  y o n  G o l t z  for  le t t ing  
the  p r i soner s  go ,  b u t  t h e y  re fused .  L a w -  
rence  ca r r i ed  o u t  a f e w  spec t acu l a r  a d v e n -  
tures  w i t h  the  B c d o u i n  t r ibes ,  b u t  his 
exploi ts  w e r e  g rea t ly  e x a g g c r a t c d .  H o w -  
eve r ,  h e  a n d  Miss  Be l l  e x e r t e d  g r e a t  
inf luence  o n  the  pol i t ies  o f  the  M i d d l e  E a s t  
be fo re ,  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  the  C a i r o  C a n t ' e >  
once .  T h e  reg ion  w a s  s h a p e d  m a i n l y  
acco rd ing  to the i r  wi shes  a n d  des igns .  
Chureh i I l ' s  f au l t  w a s  t h a t  h e  re l ied  too  
heav i l y  o n  L a w r e n c e ' s  adv ice .  T h e  A r a b s  
w e r e  the  m a i n  benef ic ia r ies ,  w h o  suc- 
c e e d e d  b e y o n d  the i r  wi ldes t  d r e a m s  a n d  
w h o  a re  still b e n t  o n  the  full a r a b i s a t i o n  o f  
the  r e g i o n  a n d  t h e  e l imina t ion  o f  I s rae l .  In  
J a n u a r y  1919, w h e n  the  W e i z m a n n - F e i s a l  
accord  w a s  s i gned ,  the  A r a b s  n e e d e d  
Z ion i s t  h e l p  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  lobbies .  N o w  
t h e y  look  o n  the  J e w s  as  a t h r e a t  to  A r a b  
h e g e m o n y .  

A s  o n e  Fo re ign  Off ice  ass i s tan t  w r o t e  in 
the  1950s: t h e  w o r l d  w o u l d  b e  safer  i f  Bell  
a n d  L a w r e n c e  w e r e  n o t  so pe r suas ive  w i t h  
the i r  super io rs .  (The Times, 5.7 .86 ,  in  a n  

Weizmann's  Letter to Churchill Regarding Transjordan 1 March 1921 

May ] bring to your attention a mat ter  of  vital importance to the economic future of  Palestine 
and Ihe upbuilding of the Jewish National Home.  It is the question of the eastern and  southern 
frontiers, h was assumed that  so fat as the territory in the east was  brought  within the British 
sphere, the needs of the Jewish NationaI Home would be fully satisfied. 

However ,  certain parts of the address delivered to the Sheikhs assembled at Es  Salt last Augus t ,  
hy His Majesty's High Commissioner, wh[eh might perhaps be interpreted as suggesting the 
possible separmion of  Trans-Jordania from Cis-Jordania, were the cause of  some misgiving, but it 
was taken for granted that those remarks were not intended to foreshadow a fundamental  change 
in the policy of His Majesty's Governmem and  that  they were not meant  to do more than 
adnmhrate  the possible division of lhe country for administrative purposes into two parts - 
Western and  Eastern Palestine. It was,  none the less, expected that  even should this eventuate,  
Trans-Jordania would still fall under  the general provisions of the Palestine Mandate .  It is quite 
appreciated, however,  that the administrative control of  the mandatory might assume a tooser 
form in Trans-.Iordania lhan in Cis-Jordania, and that  the local customs and  institutions might be 
modified gradually as Zionist colonisation proceeded. T h e  Jewish colonists, moreover, could nat  
expect the samc security for life and  property in Eastern Palestine as in Western Palestine. They  
would,  like pioneers [n all covntries, be expected to defend their settlements from raids and local 
disturbances. The  opening of Eastern Palestine to Jewish colonisation would consequently, far 
from aggravating the military burden of the mandatory ,  offer the most promising prospect of  its 
gradual reduction and  ultimate surcease, for it is only throttgh a permanent  settlement of a peaceful 
population upon the Trans-Jordanian plateaux that  the problem of the defenee of  the ~vhole Jordan 
Valley can be satisfactorily solved. 

But if it is thought  .advisable to provide a corridor {for the Hedjaz  Railway) between Palestine 
and the desert, it should none the less be clearly recognised that  the fields of  Gilead, Moab  and  
Edom.  with the rivers Arnon and  Jabbok,  to say nothing of the Yarmuk ,  the use of which is 
guaranteed under  the recently signed convention, are historically and econondeally Iinked to 
Palestine, and  that it is upon Ihese fields, now that  the rich plains to the north have been taken 
['rum Palestine and given to France, that  the success of the Jewish National Home must largely rest. 
Trans-Jordania has from earliest times been an integral and vital part  of  Palestine. There  the tribes 
of Reuben ,  G a d  and  Manasseh first pitched their tents and  pastured their flocks. A n d  while 
Eastern Palestine may probably never  have the same religious and  historic significance as Western 
Palestine, it may hulk much larger in the economic future of the Jewish National Home.  Apar t  
from the Negeb in tile south, Western Palestine has no large stretches of unoccupied land where 
Jewish colonismion can take place on a large scale. The  beautiful Trans-Jordan[an plateaux,  on the 
other hand,  lic neglected and  uninhabited save for a few scattered settlements and  a few roaming 
Bedouin tribes. 

The  climate of Trans-Jordania is invigorating; the soil is rich; irrigation would be easy; and  the 
hills arc covered with forests. There  Jewish settlement could proceed on a large scale without  
friction with the local population. The  economic progress of Cis-Jordania itself is dependent  upon 
the development  ot these Trans-Jordanian plains, for they form the natural granary of  all Palestine 
and wdhout  them Palestine can never  become a self-sustaining, economic unit and  a real National 
Home.  The  aspirations of A r a b  nationalism centre about  Damascus and  Baghdad  and do not lie in 
Trans-J ordania.  

[t is confidemly hoped,  therefore, that there will be no thought el' any further diminution of  the 
legitimate claims of  Palestine when the eastern and southern frontiers come under  rliseussien. T h e  
unsatisfactory character of the settlement in the north makes  it all the more vital thai  the Jewish 
Nationa] Home be generously dealt with on the east and  south. 

• art{cle by  V . H . F .  W i n s t o n e ,  b i o g r a p h e r  o f  
G e r t r u d e  Bel l ) .  

Is i t  t oo  la te  to  u n d o  the  d a m a g e  t h e y  
h a v e  d o n e ?  

T h e  O t t o m a n  e m p i r e  w a s  b a d l y  p a r -  
t i t i o n e d  a f t e r  t h e  1914 -18  w a r .  i t  is  
n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to  r e o r g a n i s e  n o t  
o n l y  P a l e s t i n e  b u t  t h e  w h o l e  M i d d l e  
E a s t O  

Arabs and Jews 
Ext r ac t s  f rom the  le t te r  d a t e d  

3.3.1919 f rom Sher i f  Fe isa l ,  h e a d  o f  
A r a b  D e l e g a t i o n  at  the  P e a c e  Confe r -  
enec  to Fel ix F r a n k f u r t e r ,  lcgat  adv i s e r  
to  the  Z ion i s t  D e l e g a t i o n :  

W e  feel  t h a t  the  A r a b s  a n d  J e w s  a rc  
cousins  in r ace ,  suf fe r ing  s imi la r  opp re s -  
s ions a t  the  h a n d s  o f  p o w e r s  s t ronge r  
t h a n  t h c m s e l v e s ,  a n d  b y  a h a p p y  c o i n c b  
d a n c e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to  t a k e  t h e  first 
s tep  t o w a r d s  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  the i r  
na t i ona l  idea ls  t o g e t h e r .  

W c  A r a b s ,  especial ly  t h e  e d u c a t e d  
a m o n g  us ,  look  w i t h  the  d e e p e s t  sym- 
p a t h y  on  the  Z ion i s t  m o v e m e n t .  O u r  
d e p u t a t i o n  h e r e  in Par is  is ful ly ac- 
q u a i n t e d  w i t h  the  p roposa l s  s u b m i t t e d  
b y  the  Z ion i s t  O r g a n i s a t i o n  to  the  
Peace  C o n f e r e n c e ,  a n d  w e  r e g a r d  t h e m  
as m o d e r a t e  a n d  proper~ 

W e  will d o  o u r  bes t ,  insofar  as  w e  a r e  
c o n c e r n e d ,  to  h e l p  t h e m  t h r o u g h ;  w e  
will w i sh  the  J e w s  a m o s t  h e a r t y  welco-  
m e  h o m e .  

D r .  W e i z m a n n  h a s  b e e n  a g r e a t  
h e l p e r  o f  o u r  cause ,  a n d  ! h o p e  t h e  
A r a b s  m a y  soon  b e  in a pos i t ion  to  
m a k e  the  J e w s  s o m e  r e t u r n  for  the i r  
k indness .  W e  are  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  for  a 
r e fo rmed  a n d  r ev ived  N e a r  E a s t ,  a n d  
c u r  two  m o v e m e n t s  c o m p l e t e  o n e  
a n o t h e r .  T h e  J e w i s h  m o v e m e n t  is na t io -  
nal  a n d  n o t  imperia l is t ic .  O u r  m o v e -  
m e n t  is na t i ona l  a n d  n o t  imper ia l i s t ic ;  
a n d  the re  is r o o m  in Syr ia  ] w h i c h  
i n c l u d e d  Pa les t ine]  for us  b o t h .  I n d e e d ,  
I t h i n k  t h a t  ne{ tber  c a n  be  a rea l  sucecss  
w i t h o u t  the  o the r .  

I look f o r w a r d ,  a n d  m y  p e o p l e  w i t h  
me  look  f o r w a r d ,  to  a hLturc  in w h i c h  
w e  witl h c l p  y o u  a n d  y o u  will h e l p  us ,  so 
t h a t  the  coun t r i e s  in  w h i c h  w e  a re  
m u t u a l ] y  i n t e r e s t ed  m a y  once  a g a i n  
t a k e  t h c i r  p l ace  in the  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
civilised peop l e s  o f  the  w o r l d O  

The Scribe: T h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  le t te r  
shows  c lear ly  t h a t  the  Z ion i s t s  d i d  n o t  
e m b a r k  on  the i r  w o r k  in Pa les t ine  
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  mind fu l  o f  the  w i s h e s  a n d  
we l fa re  o f  the  A r a b  w o r l d .  T h e  v i e w s  
exp re s sed  b y  Fe isa l ,  t he  t h e n  a c k n o w -  
l e d g e d  l eade r  o f  the  A r a b s  a n d  t h e  
b e a r e r  o f  the i r  h o p e s ,  w e r e  the  resul t  o f  
severa l  discussions.  

I t  is t rue  t h a t  Fc isa l ' s  c o - o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  the  Zionis t s  w a s  cond i t i ona l  o n  the  
A r a b s  o b t a i n i n g  the i r  full d e m a n d s ,  b u t  
the  po in t  is t h a t  the  A r a b s  w e r e  m~t 
o p p o s e d  in principle to  Pa les t inc  be -  
c o m i n g  a J e w i s h  S ta te .  N o w  t h a t  the  
A r a b s  h a v e  p r o s p e r e d  a n d  s u c c e e d e d  
b e y o n d  the i r  wi ldes t  d r e a m s ,  t h e y  w a n t  
to  d e n y  the  J e w s  the i r  r ightful  s h a r e  o[' 
t he  r e g i o n O  
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From the Haham: 

My dear Naim, 
I have just received your February issue 

of The Scribe and I must congratu]ate you 
and your editor on this publication. 

I consider your article on Arabs and the 
Holocaust to be of great importance. So 
much so that I have exhibited this article 
here at Yeshiva University so that the 
students couId learn the truth about the 
Arabs. I am also very impressed by your 
letter about peace with the Arabs. You arc 
quite right in saying that efforts to make 
peace with the Palcstinians would be use- 
tess unless all Arabs subscribe to the 
agrccmcnlO 
New York Dr. SolomOn Gaon 

From Dr. Wiesenthah 
We received a copy of your journal from 

a London friend, and we would be happy 
to receive it regularly from you since it is a 
very interesting publication. I enclose our 
annual report of January 1988; the 1989 
report will be mailed to you us soon as we 
get it from the printer. 
With my best regards and wishesQ 
Salztorgasse 6/1V/5 Simon Wiesenthal 
Vienna Documentation Centre 

Percy Gourgey's articte, "The Timbrel 
of Miriam", made interesting reading. 

Unfortunately, education amongst thc 
eider generation of parents is so lacking 
and the involvement within the assimilated 
society so intense, that there is just no why 
parents in their middle years seem to want 
to find out a little more about our Jewish 
heritage. We arc so comfortably off in 
Britain - no-one is forcing oar Judaism on 
us, quite the reverse. Atl we want to do is 
be rid of any responsibilities towards Juda- 
ism; it becomes a cumbersome burden to 
carry. 

I have only admiration for young pcoplc 
who havc made a conscious commitment to 
their hcritage and are trying to improve 
their level of Jewishness. In my own small 
way ( I have two sons studying at Yeshi- 
vah) I think I have raised the timbrel just a 
little bit and made a small sound towards 
education and Torah studyO 
Montreux, Switzerland Sheila Lyons 

I would have thought that The Scribe 
would have been morc precise than the 
tewish Chronicle was, in reflecting in its 
report the solemn memorial service to 
commemorate the 9 Jews who were hanged 
in Baghdad 2[I years ago. 

The Jewish Chronicle omitted the part[- 
eipation in this service of Dayan Toledano, 
Rabbi Abraham Gabbay and myselF. Your 
journal improved on this by omitting only 
my named 
Senior Huzza Rev. Natron Benarroch 
of the Spanish & Pnrtuguese 
Jews' Congregation 

Mnshe Kahtan's article "Any more advi- 
ce for Israel" in the March issue is excel- 
lent. The subject could not be treated more 
clearly and brightly@ 
Pinner Shlomn Akerib 

I am an American Jew of Scphardi 
lineage, and I have rcecutly rcceived a 
copy of The Scribe. First, 1 would like to 
congratulate you on having a publicatinn 
which seeks to unify all the Jews of 
Babylonian heritage. 

Secondly, l would like to alert you to 
some coming events of which your reader- 
ship may not bc ftt]ly familiar. 1992 marks 
the 50[Ith anniversary of the "discovery" of 
the New World by Christopher Columbus 
and his Spanish crcw. Over 40 nations and 
many local and regional organisations will 
be celebrating the Quintcentennial. Of 
course, for us, the Jewish people, the 
anniversary is a double event as 1492 was 
nat only the year of the first Columbus 
voyage, but also of our expulsion and exile 
from Spain. 

These events were very much inter- 
related and intertwined. Scphardi Jews 
participated in thc navigational work which 
Columbus did prior to his journcy; pro- 
vided the financing for the journey; and at 
least three of his total crew of 87 were of 
Jewish origin. There is substantial histori- 
cal evidence that Columbus himsclf may 
have bccn born of a "Converse" or "Mar- 
rand" family, And while Columbus' origins 
are in doubt, there is no doubt that Jews 
and former Jews forcibly converted to 
CathoIicism made up an jmportant seg- 
ment of the earliest European settlers to 
the Americas. 

"Project Scpharad" is an attempt to 
establish a Jewish initiative and Jcwish 
agcnda for the Quincentenniah There is an 
international Committee under the leader- 
ship of Minister Yitzhak Navon to promote 
this idea, and to assure Isracli/Jewish 
participation in all of the events that the 
Quinccntennial may spawn, including thc 
1992 World's Fair at Seville, Spain. Israel 
has already signed an agreemcnt with the 
OAS for a photographic cxhibit of the 
early Jewish Temples which were Sephar- 
di, in the Amcricas and the Carribean. 

We are hopeful of having full Jcwisll 
participation in Project Sepharad, both in 
the United States and internationally. We 
want Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, 
Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews all to mark 
1992 as a spccial time for a reminder of the 
wonder of our heritage. The year is an 
important symbol of the durability of our 
people, and our wfllingncss to overcome 
adversities of every kind, to adhere to our 
ritual, oar love of God and the desire for 
Zion, 

An article which appeared in your Janu- 
ary edition caused me especially to write 
this message. In an unsigned report on The 
Shroud of Turin, the author points out that 
Christian anti-semitism is due to the fact 
that we do not wish to be converted. Never 
was that more obviously true than at the 
time of the Spanish Inquisition. Death was 
often thc penalty for those who clung to 
their ideological beliefs. 

1992 is a good time for us to lead the 
way, as you suggest, to ecumenism and the 
true fundamental values of Judaism and its 
spiritual hcirs, Christianity and Mohamme- 
danismO D. David Cohen 
515 Park Avenue American Sephardie 
New York, N.Y.  10022 Federation 

I should be grateful if you put my name 
oll the mailing list for The Scribe. 

It was at the SIP (Jordan is Palcstinc) 
meeting in the House of Commons on 1 
March last that I met Gourgey and Elias 
from Iraq; and they told me to make the 
abovc request to you. 

?lease find herewith the translation of 
some Welsh verses of mine which were 
published last January in The Welsh Week- 
ly. They are the tribute of a "guy" to his 
beloved Jewish friends. May the wings of 
THE ETERNAL ONE cover the House of 
Israel: 
Shall every kindred find a home on earth, 
But none for Judah's Sons of Royal 

Birth? 
If  ISRAEL hath no Land to call its own 
Is there in Heav'n a place 1or God's Own 

throne? 

The dark design of evil men reprove, 
The envy of The Nations now remove; 
The wrongful woe 'gainst Zion, LORD, 

rebuke: 
On IsraePs Ancient House Thy weal 

invoked 
Swansea, Wales Gruffydd Thomas 

I come from one of the oldest families of 
Baghdad. My father, the tote Dr Mirza 
Yacoob, was the first Jewish doctor in 
Baghdad and I was the first qualified 
engineer of Jewish faith in Iraq. 

I was very interested in your Journal and 
would appreciate it if you could send mc 
any past copies and future editions, 

I own a house in London but am resident 
in Canada now with my famflyO 
Hamilton, Ontario Naim Mirza Yacnob 

I have been borrowing The Scribe from 
my sister-in-law', and I am enjoying reading 
it tremendously, because I think it is the 
nicest and the must comprehensive journaI 
ever written about the Babylonian Jewry. 
So please could you be kind enough to put 
my name on your maiting listl~ 
Wembley Sion Sehayek 

What we need to protect is the right to 
tell the truth - not the right to say 
anything@ 

N.E.I). 
6 '  

BRIDGE 
~.;.... 

by bridge buiRder 
T w o  w r o n g s  do  not  m a k e  a r ight  

Long bcforc penicillin was discovered, 
we used to say in Baghdad: enjassa teqla'a 
enjassa - meaning, one kin d of bacteri a wiIl 
kill off anothcr kind of bacteria, and 
infections were often cured by the applica- 
tion of cheese or yogurt culture. But in 
Bridge this principle docsn't work and one 
mistake cannot be cured by committing 
another mistake. 

The other day, G. was playing with 1,,, 
who opened 1 diamond. Finding a fit in the 
suit, G. made the Blackwood slam enquiry 
of 4 no trumps. But beeausc L. thought she 
had made a mistake by opening light, she 
made another mistake by passing 4 no 
trumps. In the end they made all 13 tricks, 
but missed bidding the grand slam. 

I keep telling them one mistake doesn't 
cure another mistake, and two wrongs do 
not make a rightO 
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COOKERY CORNER 

Passover Fare 
by Ren~e Dangoor 

Chocolate Cake 
~/_,lb bit ter or plain chocolate 
2 tablespoons milk 
V~ib ground almonds 
6 tablespoons sugar 
6 eggs, separated 
Caster sugar to decorate 
1 tablespoon butter  
Potato flour 

MeLt the chocolate with the mi lk  in a 
double saucepan over boiling water.  

Mix the melted chocolate with the 
ground almonds, sugar and egg yolks, and 
beat welI. 

Fold in the stiffly beaten egg whites and 
pour into a but tered and floured cake tin, 
preferably one with a reasonable base. 

Bake in prcheatcd oven (Gas mark 4 = 
350°F = t75°C) for .~/~ to l hour.  

When cake is cool, turn out~ and sprink- 
le with caster sugar. 

Almond Macaroons 
l lb  almonds 
12oz sugar 
3 whites of egg (mr 2 whole  eggs) 

Knead at night, then next day shape into 
rounds with rosewater on hands. 

Put onto greaseproof paper,  and into 
oven Gas mark 5 = 375°F =- 190°C 

To remove paper use rosewater or water  
on back. 

Peach Clafonti 
Sprinkle a well-buttered 1V,_-quart shal- 

low oval baking dish with 2 tablespoons 
sugar. 

Distribute 3 cups sliced peeled peaches 
over the sugar. 

In a blender,  mix l cup each of milk and 
light cream, 3 eggs, 'A-cup f lour  and a 
pinch of salt for 2 minutes. Add 3 table- 
spoons sugar and I teaspoon vanil la,  blend 
for a few scconds and pour i t  over the  fruit.  

Bake the Clafonti  in a preheated  moder- 
a~eIy hot oven (Gas mark 5 = 375°F = 
190~C) for 45-50 minutes,  mr until  i t  is well 
puffed and golden. 

Sprinkle the Clafonti with sifted icing 
sugar or vanil la sugar, and serve it  bareIy 
warmQ 

Years of Birth 
1841 Oeorges Clemenceau 
1848 Lord Balfour 
1852 Lord Asquith 
1856 Shcr[f Huscin 
1859 Lord Curzon, Foreign Secretary 
1861 Lord Allenby,  High Commissioner 
for Egypt. 
1862 Sir Henry McMahon 
1863 I~loyd George,  Prime Minis ter  
1868 Ger t rude Bell 
1870 Sir Herber t  Samuel 
1874 Winston Churchill ,  Dr.  Weizmann 
1880 Abdul  Aziz ibn Sand 
1882 King Abdulla ,  Jaafar  A1-Askari 
1883 Sir Kinahan Cornwallis 
I884 Sir Arnold WiIson 
1885 King Fcisal 
1888 T. E. Lawrence,  Nuri  al-SaidO 
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Spot an Ancestor 
F I N A L  L I S T  of  m i l i t a r y  t a x p a y e r s  of  the  B a g h d a d  C o m m u n i t y  of  1892. 

Mcir  El iahu Shlomo Dawid 
Shaul H a k h a m  Heskel  Shlomo Dawid 
Sasson Hakham Heskel  Shlomo Dawid 
Yishaq Salch El iahu  Shlomo Dawid 
Menashe Saleh El iahu Shlomo Dawid 
Aboudi Heskel ShLomo Dawid 
Dawid Rahamim Heskel Shlomo Dawid 
Saleh Heskel Shlomo Dawid. 
Shalom Moshe Shlomo Dawid 
Rahamim Heskel  Shlomo Dawid 
Shabethai Meh" Shabethai  
Mordechai Heskc[ Shabethai 
Heskel Meir  H a k h a m  Shabethai 
Efl-aycm Mei r  Shabethai 
Shaul Hcskel Shmuel Shennakha 
Mordechai Hougi  Mordechai Shennakha 
Dawid Shlomo Abraham Shmuel 
Yishaq Shlomo Abraham Shmuel 
Abraham Shlomo Shmuel  
Heskcl Ezra Shmuel 
Yosef Ezra Shmuel  
Yishaq Ezra Shmucl 
Menashe Abdulaziz Shmucl 
Hcskel Yishaq Shtayem 
Nahom Dawid Shkouri 
Rfael Mual lem Shaul 
Hcskcl Moshe Shami 
Heskel Sasson Shcmb[khou 
Yacoub Sasson Shembikhou 
¥acoub Shlomo Shemash 
Heskel Shlomo Shemash 
Shaul Shlomo Shcmash 
Heskel 13awid Shcmash 
Saleh Sasson Shemash 
Reuben Yishaq El iahu Shemash 
Ezra Abdulla Shcmash 
Shimeon Mordeehai  Shemash and Sons 
Heskel El la  Mcnahem Shemash 
Elia Abraham Menahem Sbcmash 
Ezra Mordechai El la  Menahem She.mash 
Aharon Sasson Saleh Shemash 
Yosef Reuben SaIeh Shemash 
Yacoub H a k h a m  Moshe Shemash 
Abraham Hakham Moshe Shemash 
Shaul Yishaq Shemash 
Yacoub Yishaq El iahu Shemash 
Yosef Dawid Shemash 
Rahamim Dawid Shcmash 
Hcskel Dawid Shemash 
Shlomo Yamen Heskel Yamcn Shemash 
Moshc Yamcn Shemash and Sons 
SaIeh Aharon Yamcn Shemash 
Heskel Aslan Shemash 
Ezra Asian Shemash 
Saleh Aharon Shcmash 
Sclman Aharon Shemash 
Shlomo Abd leEzer  Shemash 
Ezra E l iahu  Shemash 
Shua~a Ezra Shemash 
Dawid Abdulla  Shemash 
Meir  Yishaq Nuriel  Shcmash 
Mordechai Dawid Mordechai Shemash 
Barukh Yehuda Shuwa'a  
Shaul ¥ehuda  Shuwa'a 
Yosef Mordcchai Yosef Shayeb 
Yacoub Reuben Shohet 
Yishaq Reuben Shohet  
Mcnashe Reuben Shohet 
Abraham Eboudi Shohet 
Yehuda Eboudi Shohct 
Heske[ Eboudi Shohet  
Yishaq Eboudi Shohet  
Dawid Aharon ShalOm H.  Ezra Shohet 
Heskel Ezra Elisha 'a Sasson (3 E's Sassoon 
El iahu Elisha 'a Sheikh Sasson 
Eliahu Shimeon Sheikh Sasson 
Saleh Elisha 'a Sheikh Sasson 
Benyamin Yehuda  Sheikh Sasson 
Abraham Yebuda Sheikh Sasson 
Heskel Yehuda Sheikh Sasson 

Yosef  Heskel Shem Tub 
Mcnashc Yosef Yishaq Shem Tob 
Mrad R e u b e n S h e m  Tob and brother  
Yoscf Yishaq Shem Tob 
Yishaq Yoscf Shcm Tob 
Moshe Hayim Yishaq Shem Tob 
HeskeI Nessin Shasha 
Moshe Nessim Shasha 
Shalom NessJm Shasha 
Saleh Nessim Shasha 
I-layim Nessim Shasha 
Shuwa'a Hcskel Nessim Shasha 
Shlomo Salch Shasha 
Moshe Yose[' Shasha 
Sasson Meir  Shasha 
Shaul. Menashe Shasha 
Aharon  Saleh Mordeehai  Shasha 
Sasson Dawid Shasha 
Aharoa  Dawid Shasha 
Abraham Ezra  Dawid Shasha 
Hayim Dawid Shasha 
Aharon Dawid Shasha 
Sasson Reuben SIlasha 
Yaeoub Yosef Shasha 
Dawid Moshe Shasha 
Shaul Moshe Shasha 
Shlomo Moshe Shasha 
Abraham Saleh Mordechai Shasha 
Yosef Yacoub Yishaq Shirazi 
Saieh Yacoub Yishaq Shirazi 
Menahem Shlomo Shirazi 
Aharon Shlomo Shirazi 
Rahamim Abraham Shina 
Shina Abraham Shina 
Ezra Abraham Shina 
I-teskcl Abraham Shina 
Yosef Shina Abraham Sbina 
Mcnashc Shina Abraham Shina 
Abraham Shalom Shina 
Yosef Asian Shina 
Menashe Saleh Shalom Shina 
Yishaq Ezra Saleh Sharbani 
Yosef Hayim Saleh Sharbani 
t icskcl  Yesef  Ezra  Sharbani 
Dawid Rahamim Sharbani and Sons 
Hougui  El ia  Sharbani 
Ezra Matuq Sharbani 
El iahu Matuq Shahrabani 
Heskel Matuq Shahrabani 
Efrayem Yosef Shahrabani  
Shimeon Yosef  Shahrabani  
Sehnan Ezra Shahrabani  
Yishaq Ezra Shahrabani  
Yacoub Ezra Shahrabani  
Menashc Abdulla  Shahrabani 
Shau[ Abraham Shahrabani  
Abdulla  Abraham Shahrabani 
Heskel Abraham Shahrabani 
Aharon  Yacoub Shater 
Abraham Yishaq Tawfiq 
Hayim Shua 'a  Tawfiq 
Abraham Shua'a Tawfiq 
Nessim Salch Tawfiq 
Reuben Moshc T a j a  
I.tcskcl Mei r  Hayim Tutunchi 
Abraham Shalom Shimecm TukkaQ 

Abraham Sofaer in Baghdad 
Judge Abraham Sofaer, ]cga] advisor to 

the  I,J.S. State Depar tment ,  arrived in 
Baghdad last month on a week's visit at  the  
head of an American delegation to find 
means of strengthening the  ties and en- 
hancing the coepcration between the two 
countries. 

Judge Sofaer, who is of Iraqi origin, met  
various Iraqi leaders in the company of the  
U.S. Ambassador to BaghdadO 



Thoughts on Passover 
by Percy Gourgey 

T h e  8 -day  fes t iva l  of  Pesach  is so 
r ich  in  s ign i f i cance  a n d  s y m b o l i s m  t h a t  
i t  is no t  su rp r i s ing  i t  has  such an  a p p e a l  
fo r  adu l t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a l i k e .  T h e  
wr i t i ng  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i ng  o f  H a g a d o t h ,  
wh ich  te l l s  t h e  s tory  o f  the  E x o d u s  
f r o m  E g y p t ,  zeman herutenu, or  -"the 
Season  of  o u r  F r e e d o m " ,  h a v e  b e c o m e  
a u n i q u e  J e w i s h  a r t - fo rm.  

O n e  of  the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  sen t -  
cnccs in the  H a g a d a  is t h a t  wh ich  says 
t h a t  " in  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  e v e r y  J e w  
m u s t  l o 0 k  u p o n  h i m s e l f  as i f  h e  perso-  
na l l y  had  c o m e  o u t  of  E g y p t ! "  ( O f  
course ,  J e w  m e a n s  J e w e s s  as w e l l ,  fo r ,  
to use  l ega l  p h r a s e o l o g y ,  " h e  e m b r a c e s  
she"! )  

Th i s  is becaus e  h e  w o u l d  t h e n  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  F r e e d o m  al l  
t im m o r e .  For  o v e r  two  c e n t u r i e s  o u r  
H e b r e w  ances tors  h a d  b e e n  s laves  in  
Egyp t ,  l a b o u r i n g  e v e r y  day,  w i t h o u t  
respi te .  T h a t  is w h y  t h e  S a b b a t h ,  
w h i c h  w e  w e r e  e n j o i n e d  to  obse rve  in  
t h e  "Fen C o m m a n d m e n t s ,  is un ive r sa l -  
ly r ecogn i sed  as o n e  o f  t h e  g rea t e s t  
boons  to  l a b o u r  e v e r  conce ived  of. 
T h e  E x o d u s  is a lso  r ecogn i sed  as t h e  
f i rs t  w e l l - o r g a n i s e d  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  
in his tory.  

W h a t  is o f t en  o v e r l o o k e d  is t h a t  
w h e n  Moses  d e m a n d e d  o f  P h a r a o h  to 
" l e t  my  p e o p l e  go" ,  shelach el-ami, h e  
c o m p l e t e d  the  s e n t e n c e ,  as c o m m a n -  
ded  by G o d ,  ve-avdooni, " t h a t  t h e y  
m a y  se rve  m e " .  So Pas sove r  is not  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  the  Fes t iwd  o f  Shav-  
u o t h ,  s even  w e e k s  l a t e r ,  w h e n  o u r  
fo r e f a the r s  w e r e  g iven  t h e  T o r a h ,  in -  
c l ud ing  t h e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s ,  on  
M o u n t  Sinai .  ( In  t h e  s a m e  w a y  scho- 
lars  m a i n t a i n ,  we  shou ld  n o t  t h i n k  of  
the  HoIocaus t ,  t he  g r e a t e s t  t r agedy  to  
befa l l  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e ,  w i t h o u t  a lso  
t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  r i se  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of  
I s rae l ,  t h r e e  sho r t  yea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  
g rea t e s t  t r i u m p h  o f  the  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  
in n e a r l y  2 ,000  years ) .  

T h e  g r e a t  R a m b a m  ( M o s e s  M a i m o -  
n ides )  v i e w e d  t h e  pe r iod  b e t w e e n  
Pesach  a n d  S h a v u o t h ,  ca l l ed  t h e  
c o u n t i n g  of  t h e  O m e r ,  in a m a n n e r  
s im i l a r  to t h a t  of  a l o v e r  w h o  counts  
the  days  t i l l  he  m e e t s  his loved  one!  

A l t h o u g h  Moses  was  t h e  m a n  w h o  
led  the  H e b r e w s  ou t  o f  Egyp t ,  o n l y  
once ,  i nd i rec t ly ,  is he  m e n t i o n e d  in thc  
H a g a d a .  F o r  the  r e a l  H e r o  of  the  
E x o d u s  is G o d  H i m s e l f .  ( I n d e e d ,  
Moses  was  k n o w n  as t h e  m e e k ,  the  
h u m b l e  one ) .  W h a t  a con t r a s t  is th i s  
v i e w  of  the  g rea t e s t  p r o p h e t  o f  J u d a -  
i sm w h e n  scen  in t h e  l igh t  e f  the  
g rea tes t  p r o p h e t s  of  o t h e r  r e l ig ious  
fa i ths ,  as e v i d e n t  in  c u r r e n t  con t rove r -  
s ies!O 

" F r o m  B a g h d a d  to  J e r u s a l e m  
. . . M t h  M i r a c l e s "  

by Moshe Kahtan 
After  a low key, hardly publicised visit 

recently by the F,O. highly qualified Mid- 
dle East expert  to various Arab democra- 
cies in the region,  where,  because of his 
tact, he did not deem it fit to raise any 
minor issues with his worthy hosts such as 
use of chemical warfare,  mass adult  and 
child torture,  Kurdish refugees and mass 
murder  by chemicals by Kurds in their  own 
country, ctc . . . .  Mr,  Wil l iam Waldegrave 
then proceeded to visit Israel. There,  as 
expected, and upon arriving in the land of 
miracles, wisdom and vision descended. 
The flow of speech was resumed and 
unsolici ted advice offered freely to the 
Israeli government  and people on how best 
to conduct their  internal  and external  
affairs and wha t  is good for them. No 
doubt, all this was offered by him "as a 
staunch friend of Israe]" to quote a phrase 
used frequently by someone higher  up a t  
the F.O. whenever  he  wants to show Israel 
HOWE! 

It  was most interesting to hear  Mr.  
Watdegrave express his view on television 
after his return that  i t  would be impossible 
to give satisfaction by political means to all 
the terrorist factions of the  I .R.A.  Yet  a t  
the same t ime he  considers Israel to be 
inflexible and anreasonable for,  presum- 
ably, refusing to throw itself into the arms 
of Yasser Arafat .  Af ter  all, so many 
dignitaries are experiencing the  joys of his 
embrace these days. 

It may well bc noted and rcmcmbered by 
those who choose to conveniently forget, 
that after years of wanton murder  and 
bestial crimes you do not ask the victim to 
make concessions and offer compromises: 
The Jcws have run out of "other  cheeks." 

All  this business of Internat ional  Confer- 
ences, forums and endless discussions ab- 
out discussions, is sidc-stcpping thc real  
issue and wasting time. In essence, the 
crucia[ point is not who to talk to but 
W H A T  TO T A L K  A B O U T .  The  Arabs 
who want,  and should be in, a state of their  
own, cannot, should not and witl not have 
it in Israel. In fact that  state (Jordan) 
already exists and calling it by a different 
name nei ther  justifies nor gives grounds to 
the creation of another.  Actually,  this can 
work both ways: e.g. Israel witl be  named 
J U D A I C A  and a caI1 is then made to 
establish an independent  " ISRAEL"  on 
the Arab-occupied east bank of the Jor- 
dan. And make  no mistake:  the  Arabs 
have not got good ti t le to the [and by virtue 
of having been there  for 15 centuries. 
When it  comes to this, they should not 
forget tha t  the Jewisll presence in this part  
of the world has been continuing for even a 
greater number  of centuries before the 
advent of Islam. 

The day the problem will begin to be 
really tackled to be solved, wilt bc when 
the question of settling the Arab refugees 
in their state,.whichcvcr name  they choose 
to give it, will be seriously discussed and 
implemented.  Israe], a poor country, set- 
tlcd all the  Jewish rcfltgees kicked out by 
the Arab countries. The Arabs, who do not 
]ack the resources, should do the same and 

lsrae[ can be-relied upon to help in every 
way it  can, 

Forty-two years ago, and again in 1967, 
the Arabs were  given certain propositions 
which they refused and rejected. These 
were  good at the  t ime.  They were not 
open-ended options to bc taken up at their 
convenience and pleasure. Now they ex- 
pect to reverse history but history cannot 
bc reversed. Even  the St,per Powers know 
that@ 

Satanic Verses and free speech 
by Meer S. Basri 

The French Revolution proclaimed two 
hundred years ago the  liberty of conscience 
and freedom of speech, influenced by the 
eighteenth century philosophers Montes- 
quieu, Voltaire,  Rousseau, Diderot  and 
the EncycIopaedists. Voltaire is credited 
with the saying, "I greatly disapprove of 
your views, but I am prepared to give my 
life to allow you to express them."  

But  l iberty,  l ike other  things, cannot be 
absohne and should be qualified by law 
and customs in civilised human societies. 
The principle is that  individual liberty stops 
within the  l imit  of the l iberty of others. 
Otherwisc thcre will be only chaos. 

Salman Rushdie's Satanic Verses stirred 
up worldwide uproar.  In Islamic countries 
it was denounced as sacreligious and obs- 
cene. In the  Uni ted  Kingdom and the 
Western World,  while  understanding tim 
Moslems' sense of dismay and distress, the 
book could not bc banned and its author  
punished as this would be contrary to the 
freedom of speech. 

The Satanic Verses, under  the veil of 
fiction, offcndcd the feelings of hundreds 
of thousands of Moslems and shocked wCl- 
thinking people all over the world. The 
Prophet Mohammed was one of the 
greatest men of history and Thomas Carl- 
yle took him as the symbol of the hero- 
prophet. To treat him, his wives and 
companions in such a shabby and heinous 
manner  is, without  any doubt, distasteful 
and nefarious. 

However,  instead of inciting his death 
cvcn outside "The Dar  al-Islam" (Islamic 
world), rational peopIc should ra ther  pro- 
test against the author  by alI lawful means 
and refute his obnoxious writings. I am 
sure that,  after a few years, Satanic Verses 
will bc committed to oblivion with MI other  
slanderous hook.c0@ 

Mr. Edward Hillel of Canada is plan. 
ning to produce a photograph& album to 
mark the 500th anniversary of the Span- 
ish expulsion of 1492. 

The album will depict a photographic 
iourney of the Sephardi Jew through 
time and space, with an accompanying 
text, to be written by expertsQ 

Communism and Agrarian Reform in 
Iraq by Professor  R o n y  G a b b a y .  L o n -  
don :  Croom H e l m ,  pp.  240,  £18.50.  

It is the most definitive study of the Iraqi 
Communist  Party, one of the most influen- 
tial in the Arab  world@ 
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T h e  C a i r o  C o n f e r e n c e .  F r o n t  row." W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l ,  Coh .mia l  S e c r e t a r y ,  in  c en t r e .  ( ) n  his r i gh t ,  S i r  H e r b e r t  Samt t c l ,  Higi~ 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  fo r  P a l e s t i n e ;  on  his  l e f t ,  S i r  P e r c y  Cox ,  H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  for  M e s o p o t a m i a .  

S e c o n d  r o w :  Sir  A r n o l d  T .  W i l s o n ,  A n g l o - P e r s i a n  Oi l  C o . ,  p r e v i o u s l y  Civ i l  C o m m i s s i o n e r  fo r  M e s o p o t a m i a ;  G e r t r u d e  
Be l l ,  Po l i t i ca l  S e c r e t a r y ;  Sasson E f f e n d i  H e s k e l ,  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r ;  in  c e n t r e :  J a a f a r  P a s h a  a l  A s k a r i ,  D e f c n c e  M i n i s t e r ;  
L a w r e n c e  o f  A r a b i a .  F i r s t  f r o m  r i g h t :  S i r  H u b e r t  Y o u n g ,  M i d d l e  E a s t  D e p a r t m e n t ,  C o l o n i a l  Of f i ce .  

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a lso  i n c l u d e d :  
Air Marshal Sir Hugh Trcnchard, Chief of Air Staff; Lieutenant-General Sir Walter Congreve, G.O.C. Egypt and Palestine, Chairm~.n of the Military 

Committee; Sir George Barstow, H.M. Treasury: Major-General Sir P. P. de B. Radcliffe. Director of Military Operations; Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
Secretary to Winston Churchill and Secretary of Air WWII; Lieutenant-General Sir Aylmcr Haldane, G.O.C. Mesopotamia; Major-General Sir Edmund 
Ironside, G.O.C. Persia; Major-General E. H. de V. Atkinson. Adviser of Works and Communications, Mesopotamia; Sir Edgar Bonham-Carter, the 
Judical Adviser, Mesopotamia; S_ H. Slater, Financial adviser. Mesopotamia; St. John Phitby, Adviser to Ministry of Interior, Mesopotamia: Lieutenant- 
Colonel P. C. Joycc, Adviser to Ministry of Defcnce. Mesopotamia; Kinahan Cornwallis. Director of Arab Bureau, Cairo, later adviser to King Fcisal and 
Ambassador to lraq; Air Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Salmond. R.AF. ;  Sir Ronald Storrs, Civil Governor. Jerusalem & Judea; W. H. Deedes. Cwil 
Secretary. Palestine: Major-General T.- E. Scott. Resident and G.O.C. Aden; and Sir Geoffrey Archer. Governor of Somaliland. 

C h u r c h i l l  a lso  t o o k :  
Sir Reginald Wingate. Governor of the Sudan tg99-1916, High Commissioner for Egypt 1916-19; David Hogarth, noted Orientalist: Brigadier-General Sir 

Gilbert Clayton (later High Commissioner for lraq); George (later Lord) Lloyd, High Commissioner for Egypt 1925-1929. 

A t  hand  were:  
Fieid-Marshal Lord Allenby. High Commissioner for Egypt; Sir Alec Kirkbride. British Military Representative, Es Salt, Trans-Jordan. later 

Amb,~ssador to Jordan: Sir Reader Bullard, formerly Governor of Baghdad;-Colonci Richard Meincrtzhagen. Colonial OfficeO 

Sir Philip Sassoon in Baghdad 
In 1927 Sir Phi l ip Sassoon, then Under -  

Secretary for Air ,  helped great ly  to adv- 
ance the  cause of aviat ion.  His tour of 
various countries of the  Empi re  covered 
17,000 miles by air. On his way to India,  hc 
flew to Baghdad to inspect a i r  units in l raq.  
In Baghdad he  was welcomed by Govern-  
mcnt representat ives and members  of the  
Jewish community.  My late fa ther  pre- 
sented h im with a box of manna  and 
s t res~d how his family is honoured  among 
the people of lraq. 

On arrival  in India  he must  have shown 
the manna  to a cousin of his and explained 
to her tha t  these contain the same ingre- 
dients as the manna  which sustained the  
Israelites in Sinai. 

Dur ing the Second World War ,  when 
the son of Sir Philip's cousin jo ined  the  
army and was drafted to Baghdad,  his 
mother,  Mrs. Sassoon, reminded  him to 
acquire some manna.  A t  the  Tigris Palace 
Hotel  he  asked the  barman,  by the name  of 
Jesus, to get  h im a box of manna .  He  found 
it so delicious that  he  rushed to his 
commanding officer and offered h im a 
piece. 

"What  is tha t?"  asked the general .  
k~Manna from heaven."  
~'Who gave it  to you? . . . .  Jesus", replied 

Sassoon. 
The genera l  was a bit  dubious. "'Sas- 

soon," hc yelled,  "is this one  of your  
jokes?'" 

"No,  Sir, I am on the level, j" replied 
Sassoon. 

When the genera l  tasted the  manna ,  he  
found it so tasty tha t  hc asked for a whole  
box to send to his wife in Eng landO 

Abdulla Sion Dangoor 

1992 
1992 is an  i m p o r t a n t  d a t e  in  J e w i s h ,  

A m e r i c a n  a n d  E u r o p e a n  h i s to ry .  
F i r s t ly ,  i t  m a r k s  5 ( ~ . y e a r s  s ince  t h e  

e x p u l s i o n  f r o m  S p a i n  in  1492. 
Second ly ,  i t  m a r k s  500  yea r s  s ince  

t h e  d i scovery  of  A m e r i c a  by Col -  
u m b u s .  

T h i r d l y ,  i t  wi l l  m a r k  the  y e a r  w h e n  
E u r o p e  wi l l  d i scover  i t s e l f  a n d  b e c o m -  
es o n e  m a r k e t .  B u t  w h e r e a s  A m e r i c a  
is t h e  h o m e  of  those  w h o  sough t  r e f u g e  
f r o m  t y r a n n y ,  E u r o p e  has  b e e n  t h e  
h o m e  of  b lood th i r s t y  t y r a n t s  - of  the  
R o m a n  Popes ,  of  S ta l ins  a n d  Hi t l e r s .  
I t  is unwi se ,  e v e n  d a n g e r o u s ,  to le t  
E u r o p e  b e c o m e  o n e  pol i t i ca l  un i t ,  for ,  
as is s h o w n  by a c o m p u t e r  p r o j e c t i o n ,  
i t  w o u l d  soon  fa l l  p rey  to the  d o m i n a -  
t ion  o f  a r e - u n i t e d  G e r m a n y  c e n t r a l l y  
po ised  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d  W e s t ,  and  
m i g h t  a u g u r  a n e w  d a r k  age  fo r  E u r -  
o p e  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  wor ld .  T h e  U n i t e d  
S ta tes  o f  E u r o p e  can w a i t  a n o t h e r  5I~0 
years .  

I t  is n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  t h e  N e w  W o r l d  
was  no t  n a m e d  a f t e r  C o l u m b u s  bu t  
a f t e r  A m e r i g o .  As  a r e su l t ,  al l  t h e  
C o n t i n e n t s  beg in  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r  A - 
t h e  f i rs t  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  l e t t e r  of  
t h e  a l p h a b e t :  A s i a ,  A f r i c a ,  A u r o p a  
( o r i g i n a l  n a m e ) ,  A m e r i c a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  
A r c t i c a ,  A n t a r c t i c a O  N , E . D .  
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