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The Righ  Solution 
If I had my way, Israel would annex the West Bank and Gaza and declare all 

Palestinian Arabs in the "administered territories" as Jordanian citizens - not 
because these areas were Occupied by Jordan from 1948 to 1967. That annexation 
was only recognised by Britain and Pakistan. 

Palestinian Arabs are Jordanians because J O R D A N  IS PALESTINE. The 
concept of a State of Jordan did not exist in the minds of the League of Nations 
which awarded the Palestine mandate to Great Britain after World War I. The 
mandate included all of present day Israel and all of present day Jordan. It was in 
1922 that Winston Churchill, as colonial secretary, decided to divide Palestine 
along the Jordan river and award the eastern portion to Emir Abdulla. 

When Abdul]a became King of Transjordan in 1946, he wanted 1.o call his new 
country "Palestine" but the British refused, as the name would have been 
misleading then. But after the creation of Israel it is correct and proper to look 
upon Jordan (which is three times the size of Israel) as Palestine - t h e  home of the 
Palestinian Arabs. As recently as 4 January 1988 King Hussein re-affirmed on 
Channel 4 that Jordan is Palestine. 

Thus, the partition of Palestine between Jews and Arabs took place in 1922. 
From that date Jews were not allowed to settle in Eastern Palestine - as is the case 
in today's Jordan. This seems to confer on Israel the right to treat the Palestinian 
Arabs in a reciprocal manner in that their presence in Israel can only be tolerated 
a) if Jews are allowed to settle in Jordan and all other Arab countries and b) if 
they live at peace in Israel. Recent events have shown that the Arabs have no 
intention of living at peace with IsraeI. Therefore, Israel has to act to ensure its 
security and the safety of its citizens, present and future. 

The world must come to realise that between Israel and Jordan there is no room 
for a third state for Yasser Ararat. Some may say that the UN did provide for a 
Palestinian State on the West Bank. Yes, that resolution was accepted by Israel 
but was rejected by the Arabs. They waged five wars to wipe out Isracl and they 
failed. What they lost in the wars of their own making they cannot expect to 
regain at the conference table. They gambled and lost. What they lost at the 
roulette table they cannot regain at the conference table. Partition is past history 
and that is irreversible. The track record of the Arabs has always been to ask for 
the previous status-quo. 

Since rioting started in December, Israeli public opinion has been hardening in 
favour of keeping the territories; the dilemma has been in not wanting to add 
another million Arab voters. 

At present Palestinians in the West Bank a r e  Jordanians; but this derives from 
Jordan's annexation of this area in 1948. if israel annexes this territory, the 
Palestinians may become entitled to Israeli citizenship. But by going back to 1922 
and declaring that the Palestinians are Jordanians because Jordan is Palestine, 
then this dilemma is overcome and Israel can thus take the land without adopting 

"the people. Israel, however, can oft'or to consider Arab applications for Israeli 
citizenship. Each case would be treated on its merits, within a limited quota and a 

. limited period. 
What is the Jewish title to the land of Israel? Jewish rights in the Middle East do 

not stem from UN resolutions, nor from the terms of the Palestinian mandate, the 
Balfour Declaration or even BibticaI promises. The Jews belong to the Middle 
East because we have lived in that region since time immemorial. Israel is just a 
token of Jewish rights in the Middle East that extend to Iraq, Syria, and Hejaz. 
The Arabs first welcomed the Jews' homecoming but later became intransigent, 
wanting to keep the whole region out of sheer greed. 

What about Jerusalem? When the Second Temple was destroyed the Jews 
. stood alone. Now the majority of the human race have come to worship the God 

of Israel and follow Jewish ethics. We must acknowledge that and extend the hand 
o1: brotherhood to the Christians and MosIems. Jerusalem, now holy to three 

faiths, should be denatlonalised and 
elevated to become the spiritual capi- 
tal o~" the world. This would be a signal 
honour to the Jewish people. The 
administrative capital of Israel can be 
moved to another place. 

Ideally, Israel and Jordan, two 
democratic states, would be joined in a 
federation for common interests, with 
a federal capital astride the Jordan. 
Israel would contain many Arabs hold- 
ing Jordanian citizenship and Jordan 
would be open to Jews who may wish 
to tive thcrc. Should not Jews have the 
same right to live in Jordan, as Arabs 
do in Israel? 

A time will come when Israelis and 
Palestinians will harp on their similar- 
ities rather than on their diffcrences. 
After all, the Palestinians are the most 
educated and enterprising among the 
Arabs and may indeed have a lot of 
ancient Jewish blood. Together the 
two can become a powerful force in 
the Middle East for the prosperity and 
stability of the regionO 

Saudi Jews 
Wild rumours are spreading that 

there are thousands of secret Jews in 
Saudi Arabia - at Yathrib, Khaybar 
and Nafran. Caliph drear expelled all 
Jews from Arabia. However, it 
appears that a vast number remained 
by accepting Islam outwardly but re- 
taining a separate identity, and are 
recognised by their lighter skin. 

It may be necessary to mount  a new 
"Operation Moses" to rescue these 
Jews and bring them to IsraetO 

Community Radio 
The Home Secretary has recently 

announced the Government's plans 
for radio following the Green Paper. 
The intention is to bring forward legis- 
lation for a new radio authority with 
responsibility for issuing licenses to 
community radio stations. 

The Exilarch's Foundation has writ- 
ten to the Home Secretary expressing 
its desire to open and operate a radio 
station for our commtmity. We were 
advised to submit an application to the 
radio authority in due course. 

Anyone interested in this operation 
should write to us.O 
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Mr and Mrs Moshe Nissim with Mr and Mrs Naim Dangoor at a London luncheon 

Thoughts on the Shema 
by Percy Gourgey 

The "'Shema Israel" is the central 
feature of Jewish prayers, morning 
and evening, because it expresses the 
fundamental principle of Judaism. Lit- 
tle children are taught to recite it in 
their first words and it is also included 
in the last words of dying Jews. 

It  is like a multi-faceted jewel and 
one can catch glimpses of its brilliance 
from time to time in contemplating its 
significance. 

The first paragraph implies total 
commitment to the Almighty, the 
second paragraph involves the doctri- 
ne of reward and punishment,  and the 
third paragraph enjoins constant re- 
membering of the Almighty. 

In the first paragraph Jews are en- 
joined to teach their children love of 
the Almighty (veshenantam febanecha 
= and you shall teach your children). 
Some interpret this as simply provid- 
ing the means for Jewish education. It 
is held that two of the Patriarch 
Jacob's sons, Issachar and Zevulun, 
were a scholar and merchant respec- 
tively. Zevulun, a seafarer, earned 
money to enable Issaehar to pursue his 
studies of Torah, thus acquiring for 
himself the merit that Issachar ac- 
quired. But the sentence goes on to 
say vedibarta barn, which means "and 
you shall speak of them" (i.e. the 
opening words of the shema: "to love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
with all thy soul and with all thy 
might"). 

It stands to reason that if one is "to 
speak of these words" one must know 
them, and therefore parents them- 
selves should engage in daily study of 
the TorahO 

Previous issues of 
The Scribe 

are available on request 
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Tribulation o f  Al iya Folklore 

by Abraham Ben-Jacob 
Published in Israel in Hebrew - 
Reviewed by J. Asian 

The first is a story about the 
Babylonian/Iraqi afiyah to the Holy 
Land during the early decades of this 
century. It describes the difficulties 
and hazards that one particular family 
had to face and overcome in its sponta- 
neous emigration to Eretz Israel in the 
twenties. 

The second is a collection of short 
stories, discussions, proverbs, jokes 
and anecdotes of the Jewish commun- 
ity of Iraq. The author put together 
every joke and anecdote he could hear 
and lay hands on, over a period of 
many years, in order to add it to the 

"recorded folklore of our community. 
Examples: 
A man requested~his neighbour to 

lend him his donkey. The neighbour 
deferred him by saying that his donkey 
had left for the nearby village and at 
the moment  it is not in the house. 
While they were still talking the donk- 
ey brayed, and at this point the man 
argued "It is evident that I am hearing 
the sound of your donkey which must 
be here." "It is not nice of you to 
believe the donkey and trust it, and at 
the same time you don' t  believe what I 
said", complained the neighbour. 

Rachel returned home from school 
and boasted to her mother saying 
"Mum, do you know 'I am the most 
diligent pupil at school and know 
everything they teach there'! . . . .  Who 
told you this?" her mother  asked 
repeatedly. "She expressly told me: 'I 
cannot teach you anymore'!" 

As in Yiddish jokes, a lot of the 
impact is lost in translation. 

The above are yet two more books 
that Mr. Ben-Jacob has added to the 
tens of books that he wrote on every 
aspect of our community in Babylon, 
Israel and the Diaspora.O 

Bonds Drive by Finance 
Minister Moshe Nissim 

by Percy Gourgey 

In his first visit to London, Mr. 
Moshe Nissim, Israel's Finance Minis- 
ter, regarded as the most popular 
Minister in Israel today, addressed 
several meetings, one of which was in 
the beautiful home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sami Shamoon. The majority of guests 
were of Iraqi origin. 

Mr. Nissim started his address in 
Hebrew, switched to Arabic and then 
spoke mainly in English. He praised 
the efforts of Iraqi Jewish businessmen 
in London who had spearheaded the 
Bonds Drive in England. The main 
Bonds Drive was, of course, in the 
United States and Canada, started by 
Prime Minister Ben-Gurion in 1950 
and which, to date, raised nearly nine 
billion dollars for Israel, a large prop- 
ortion of which had been redeemed to 
maintain Israel's credibility and thus 
increase the sale of bonds. 

Mr. Nissim appealed to his audience 
not only to invest in Israel but also to 
live in Israel (also as an antidote to 
assimilation). He recalled how his late 
father, Sephardi Chief Rabbi Itzhak 
Nissim, had himself made aliya to 
Israel from Baghdad over 70 years ago 
when conditions were much less 
favourable. Mr. Nissim stressed that 
buying bonds was not charity but a 
sound investment. He observed how in 
his term of office, inflation in Israel 
had been reduced from 400% to just 
under 20%, as had income tax and 
public expenditure, to provide the 
framework for rapid economic growth. 

Turning to the present disturbances 
in Judea, Samaria and Gaza, Mr. 
Nissim pointed out that the Palestinian 
Arabs sought Israel's withdrawal not 
only from these territories but from 
Israel itself till the State ceased to 
exist. He deplored the unfair media 
treatment of Israel's handling of the 
situation stressing that every country. 
including Britain in Northern Ireland. 
resorted to stern measures to maintain 
law and order. 

Dr. Davide Sala moved a vote of 
thanks.O 

Biographies and Bibliographies 
in Arabic Literature 

in Israel 
1948-1986 

by Professor Shmuel Moreh 
and Dr. Mahmoud Abassi 

Third reprint revised and enlarged 
The Harry S. Truman Research Institute 

The Hebrew University, Jerusalem 

This book covers 242 writers, some 23 of 
them Jews of Iraqi originO 



-LETTERS 
In the last issue Mr. Ezra K. Zilkha 

stated that there are very few Arabic- 
speaking Jews in the Near East. In 
fact, half of Israel's Jews speak Arabic 
and the other half are learning fast. 
There is even a danger that in two or 
three generations Arabic will become 
the spoken language in Israel. A simi- 
lar situation happened 2500 years ago 
when Aramaic, the language of the 
region, became the spoken language in 
Israel, and Hebrew was almost forgot- 
ten@ 
London L.B.N. 

Thank you for the recent issues of 
The Scribe. They were interesting and 
reveal much about your community 
and its continuity. Your journal, with 
Spot an Ancestor, book reviews, poli- 
tical news, commentary and letters to 
the editor, certainly is an effort to be 
appl auded@ 
Jerusalem Susan Tourkin-Komet 

Dor-le-Dor Quarterly 
World Jewish Bible Society 

I am glad to know through your 
journal of Babylonian Jewry, The Scri- 
be, and some personalities in israel, 
that your foundation initiated a mas- 
sive programme to be called "Raise a 
child in Israel". As you know well 
many Jewish families in Israel and 
abroad are unable to raise a child 
physically because of lack of money 
and support from the authorities. I 
myself would like to have more chil- 
dren beside my two boys. Yet 
although I am in my twenties, my 
husband arid I are unable to allow 
ourselves to increase the population of 
Israel and the number of Jewish peo- 
pie. This is because we can't afford 
having another child or children. We 
are both healthy and we have two 
healthy and good looking children, as 
welt as intelligent. We have on our fiat 
a mortgage of $20,000 (twenty 
thousand US Dollars), and we both 
work overtime in order to repay it. If 
you could be kind enough to support 
and help us in this important matter, 

' t hen  my husband and 1 could concen- 
trate on raising more children with 
better conditions. You may publish my 
letter in order to reveal to the readers 
of The Scribe the reason why many 
young Jewish couples in israel are 
unable to raise a big family as our 
parents used to do abroad. I am a 
sabra born to Jewish parents from 
iraq, and I hope that you can help me 
to go back to the tradition of raising an 
average of six children at least, as our 
fathers used to d o e  
Israel Mrs. Y.S. 

Lord Jakobovits of Regents Park 
The following letter was sent by Mr. Dangoor  to the Chief Rabbi on the 

occasion of his elevation to the Peerage: 
On the occasion of your introduction to the House of Lords, l have pleasure 

in extending to your eminence, on behalf of the Babylonian (Iraqi) Jewish 
Community in the UK in particular, and in the Diaspora in general, heartiest 
congratulations and best wishes. 

This is indeed an historic event, and a signal honour for the whole 
community. I trust that the Upper House will benefit from your wisdom on 
Jewish matters and also on wider issues. 

The Chief Rabbi replied as follows: 

Mr. Naim E. Dangoor 
Exilarch - President 
Iraqi Jewish Community Congregation 

The Chief Rabbi joined by Lady Jakobovits expresses his profound thanks 
for your beautiful message on his elevation to the Peerage. 

Much appreciation and warm greetings to the entire Iraqi Jewish Community. 
Immanuel Jakobovits 

I would like to see more religious 
based articles e.g. excerpts from Ben 
Ish Hai, our ancestors' customs, etc. 

It is important for us to know our 
parents' heritage and customs and a 
journal llke yours can make a great 
contribution towards increasing our 
beautiful Sephardi heritage@ 
Sydney, 
Australia Michael & Naomi Meyer 

I saw a copy of your journal in the 
library of Jews College. It contained 
some most fascinating material and I 
would like to respectfully request you 
to send me a few of the back issues as 
well as place my name on the mailing 
list to receive future issues@ 
Toronto Dr. Aaron M. Nussbaum 

Director of Education 
United Synagogue Day School 

I was filled with pride and joy when 
1 came across a copy of your January 
issue. 

My name is Evelyn Shamoon Sa& 
dik, my father is Salem Shamoon, a 
prominent Iraqi Jew who left Iraq in 
1973 and is currently residing in Israel. 
My husband Albert, currently the 
president of the "Perth Hebrew Con- 
gregation" is the son of Murad Saddik 
residing in Los Angeles, who was the 
manager of Bank Al-Shahi in Basra  
from the twenties to the late thirties. I 
have three children in the "medical 
fieId" alI born here in Western Austra- 
lia. 

I want to offer my homc and hospi- 
tality to any Iraqi Jew that will have 
the luck to visit Pe r th~  
Perth, 
W. Australia Evelyn Shamoon Saddik 

Extremely interesting and ref- 
reshing@ 
London Dani Avneri 

Thank you for the copy of The 
Sc~ribe which we read with great in- 
terest. We are always pleased to be in 
contact with organisations of Jews 
from various communities who are 
trying to preserve their heritage. 

Unfortunately, the conditions of the 
Jewish emigration from Iraq were such 
that the overwhelming majority of 
communal archives were lost. Our 
holdings fl-om Iraq, therefore, are 
fragmentary in the extreme and I have 
been unable to find any material which 
you requested. 

Would it not be possible for your 
journal to collect the various historical 
documents and records which have 
survived from lraq and to send them to 
us? In this way we should be able to 
place a more respectable collection 
before all those interested in the his- 
tory and culture of Iraqi Jewry and to 
preserve this heritage for future gone> 
ations@ 
Jerusalem The Central Archives for 

the History of the Jewish People 

I was indeed pleased to receive 
through one of my friends in England 
the January issue of The Scdbe and 
read the interesting news of the Baby- 
lonian Jewry in England. 

The journal covered so many in- 
teresting subjects that madc me read it 
from cover to cover. I wish to congra- 
tulate you for the magnificent error| 
and wish The Scribe every success. 

Meanwhile, please include my name 
on your mailing list for future issues 
and any back numbers available@ 
Ramat Gan, Israel G.S. Hanuka 

We find your publication very in- 
teresting and would very much appre- 
citate receiving all back issues for our 
library@ 
Periodicals Department 
Bar-Ilan University, 
Israel (Mrs.) Batya Malik 
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Operation 
Babylon 
by Shlomo Hillel 
Collins Publishers, London 1988. £15. 

We publish below various reviews from 
different angles of this important work. 

Review by Dr. Davide S. Sala 

The Exodus from Iraq 
On Seder night in Baghdad, we used 

to precede the ceremony by asking our 
children "Where did you come from?" 
and they were supposed to answer 
"From Egypt °', Then we asked them 
"Where arc you going to?" and their 
reply was "To Yerushalayem". It  is 
only then we start to read the Hagadah 
to tell the members of our family the 
story of the exodus of the Jews from 
Egypt thousands of years ago. 

That question "Where did you come 
from?" has been asked in a serious 
way thousands-of times during the last 
few decades, not just by fathers to 
sons, but quite the opposite: by our 
children to us. When asked this ques- 
tion, the answer to our children comes 
mostly in a generic, vague way and in 
the form of different episodes mixed 
between ['acts and fiction. The reason 
is that most of us know very little 
about the true story of the exodus of 
the Jews from Iraq at the end of the 
forties and early fifties and what took 
place behind the scenes. It  is a pity 
tha t  while we can relate the story of 
the exodus from Egypt, thousands of 
years ago, we are unable to do the 
same with our own expulsion from 
lraq where Jews lived for over 2500 
years. 

Fortunately, Mr. Shlomo Hiltel, 
Speaker of the Knesset, who helped 
with the migration of I25,000 Jews of 
Iraq to Israel, legally or clandestinely, 
straight from lraq or via a third 
country, has put on record most of 
what can be told in a book called 
~'Operation Babylon". It  was written 
originally in literary Hebrew and 
printed over twelve times in Israel. It  
was well translated into English and 
published a few months ago both in 
the United States and England, under 
the title "Operation Babylon" and is 
sold in most bookshops in London. 

In this book, Mr. Hillel tells the 
story of the Jewish underground 
movement in Iraq, known at that time 
as '"['enuah", the risks which many of 
its leaders had undergone, the perse- 

cutions and the tortures which they 
faced and bore with great courage and 
fortitude. He narrates in a thrilling 
way with the style of a detective story, 
how the illegal and clandestine immig- 
ration known as "Qachagh" i.e. smug- 
gling people out, was going on, and 
the risks and hardships which the 
participants had to bcar. We are told 
how the Law of Renunciation of 
Nationality known as "Tasqit" had 
come to be and all the political 
intrigues which surrounded it. We 
read about Shlomo Hillel coming to 
lraq masquerading as an Englishman 
born in India, negotiating details with 
the then Prime Minister, Tawfiq AI- 
Suwaidi. He tells us about his stay in 
Iran for a long time as a French 
citizen, to organise tlre transfer of 
about twenty thousand Iranian and 
Iraqi Jews from h a n  to Israel. The 
story is told of the secret radio contacts 
between the Jewish underground in 
Baghdad and their command in Israel, 
and how that radio link came to an 
end. It is breathtaking to read how 
some of the leaders of the "Tenuah" 
and ShIichim from Israel were caught, 
tortured and a few were even execu- 
ted., and yet only two cracked under 
the most bestial torture. Last, but not 
least, a picture is painted to us about 
how and under what conditions the 
tens of thousands of Jews left, only to 
end up under tlle tents in the Maabar- 
oth of impoverished post-War of Inde- 
pendence Israel. To our relief, we 
compare that situation to the presti- 
gious status which Jews from Iraq 
'enjoy in Israel today. Without all 
those hardships and tribulations, most 
of us would have today been hostages 
in our country of origin subjected to 
pogroms, "Farhouds", prisons, hang- 
ing and fear. 

We owe an enormous debt of 
gratitude to Israel and to men like 
Shlomo HilleI who risked their lives to 
save ours. The book, I believe, is a 
"must" for both the young and older 
generations of Jews in general and 
those of Iraqi origin in particular. 
Shlomo Hillel has done us a great 
service by writing this storyO 

Review by Percy S. Gourgey 

The Zionist View 
The author of this fascinating 

account of the exodus of Iraqi Jews to 
Israel when the State was founded is 
now the Speaker of the Knesset. He 
writes with full authority as he was at 
the centre of the organisation to take 
Iraqi Jews out of the country when 



Review by N.E.D. 

Look for Abu Naji 
To understand in depth Jewish his- 

tory of the twentieth century one has 
to look for the finger, and sometimes 
the hand, of "Abu Nail", a mythical 
person, symbolising vested imperial 
and colonial considerations and multi- 
national and supra-national oil in- 
terests, having strong and active lob- 
bies in various foreign offices and 
working through their diplomatic mis- 
sions, secret agents of all kinds, 
"advisers" to local governments and, 
in wartime, through political officers. 

With the discovery o[ huge oil re- 
serves in the Middle East at the turn of 
the century Britain staked out that 
region as its sphere of influence, vital 
for its survival. This was one of the 
main factors that sparked off the first 
world war and the dismemberment of 
the Ottoman empire, just as Germany 
started building the Bertin- 
Bosphorous-Baghdad railway, to rival 
England. Besides oil, the Middle East 
held great strategic and communica- 
tions importance as well as trade 
potential as a market for British ex- 
ports. A prerequisite of this policy was 
to develop the friendship of the Arab 
people. 

Britain's posbwar Middle East poli- 
cy brought it in rivalry and conflict, 
one day with France, one day with 
America, but above all with Zionism 
that could result in a powerful Jewish 
State dominating the Middle East. 
Thus, the Balfour  Declaration was 
considered a mistake that subsequent 
British actions tried to undo or neut- 
ralise. (It contained the ominous phra- 
se "nothing wilI bc done"). The only 
useful role a Zionist state could play in 
the region would be to remain a thorn 
in the side of the Arabs, to keep them 
under control. 

Thus, the early sympathy of the 
Arabs towards Jewish aspirations and 
the rapport between Faisal and Weiz- 
mann in 1919 turned into open hostil- 
ity and set the attitude of the Arabs to 
this day. In 1922 Transjordan was 
taken out of Palestine and given to the 
Arabs under Emir Abdulla, and Brit- 
ish mandate policy was geared to 
minimise the meaning of the Balfour 
Declaration. 

Thus, the architect of the Holocaust 
was not only Germany but also inter- 
national oil interests, especially in its 
severe form of destroying rather than 
deporting the Jews of Europe. It  was 
the Mufti of Jerusalem, who was also a 
British agent and who lived in Ger- 
many throughout the war, that per- 
suaded Hitler to carry out the Final 
Solution. As a student in London in 
the thirties, as Europe was moving 
into a major contlict, I could see that 

the main outcome and purpose of that 
war would be the destruction of Euro- 
pean Jewry. 

Thus, the farhoud of 1941 when 
hundreds of Jews were killed and 
much property looted or destroyed 
was the direct result of the British 
army decision not to enter Baghdad 
for a few days after Rashid Ali had 
fled. The shock waves of that event 
convinced Iraqi Jews that there was no 
future for them there, andwas instru- 
mental in the near total emigration of 
the community in 1950-51. 

Thus, the Arab armies that went in 
1948 to throttle the nascent state o f  
Israel were under overall British com- 
mand. Returning Iraqi officers told us 
that they advanced or retreated in 
accordance with the orders of the 
British officers. 

Thus, the nine mail bags that the 
Palestine postal authorities turned 
over to the Iraq Army created havoc 
among our community. 

Thus, in 1946 all Jewish passports 
were stamped "forbidden to enter 
Palestine" on orders given by Abu 
Naji to Bahjat Atiyya, Director Gene- 
ral of travel. 

Thus, while the Arabs sat around 
the same table with the Israelis to 
hammer out a peace treaty after the 
fighting of 1948, they received instruc- 
tions from Abu Naji not to sign a 
peace treaty. Since then the Arabs 
have refused even to have direct nego- 
tiations with Israel or sit around the 
same table. 

The stooges and faithful servants of 
British policy in Iraq were the Regent 
and Nuri Said who were forever grate- 
ful for being returned to power in 
1941. Any action carried out by these 
two was in the interests o[ Abu Naji. 

Thus, Shafiq Adas was hanged not 
because oi" his alleged involvement 
with Israel but because in 1943 he was 
suspected of handling and trading in 
counterfeit British £5 banknotes pro- 
duced in Germany. 

Thus, the law of denationalisation 
was drafted in Britain and provided for 
one witness as in Britain instead of two 
as in Iraq. The Jews of iraq, although 
only 3% of the population were in 
virtual control of the country's eco- 
nomy. They would equally import 
from Japan as from Britain, if the price 
was right. It was decidedthat  in the 
interests of British trade ambitions in 
lraq and neighbouring countries that 
the Jews should go. 

Thus, the new oil treaty with lraq 
was not entered into until the Jews had 
left. It  .was feared that an earlier 
announcement of the treaty, with its 
huge oil royalties, might give Jews 
second thoughts about leaving. 

Thus, Basri and Shalom were 

hanged in I95~ not because of the 
flimsy charges against them but, as we 
who were in Iraq at the time realised, 
in retaliation for the two British 
sergeants executed by the Irgun in 
Palestine 4 years earlier. 

Thus, it is useless to debate who 
threw the bombs at Jewish targets in 
1.950. The bombs were thrown by 
those who wanted the Jews out of 
Iraq. For, contrary to what Hillel 
writes, we who were in Baghdad at the 
time knew that these explosions haste- 
ned the process of registration for 
departure. 

It may seem odd that someone who 
enioys freedom in this country should 
strike out in this fashion. But  the Arab 
policy in the Foreign O[fice, "the Arab 
Legion in the Foreign Office" as 
Harold Wilson called it when he was 
Prime Minister, is not universally 
known or gcncrally approved, and 
may not be in the best interests of 
Britain, and certainly not in the best 
interests of Arabs and Jews. In any 
case Truth is the foundation of Free- 
dom. Moreover, this Arab policy is 
carried out by a relatively small, deter- 
mined faction. One must also not 
forget the help that British people 
gave to the Jews in Palestine and 
elsewhereO 

Review by Meer S. Basri. 

My part in the Operation 
Many books have recently been 

published on the Jews of Iraq and their 
mass exodus to Israel in 1950-51. But 
"Operation Babylon" by Shlorno Hill- 
el, speaker of the Knesset, is.special as 
it recounts at firsthand the author's 
endeavours and experience as an ac- 
tive agent in the-Middle East during 
the years i946-51. 

Hillel, scion of an old Jewish family 
of Baghdad, was taken to Palestine ]n 
1934 at the tender age of eleven. 
Raised in a kibbutz he had a brilliant 
career as a diplomat, parliamentarian 
and minister. His reminiscences throw 
light on the events in Iraq after the 
Israeli war of 1948, but they are one- 
sided and the curtain should be lifted 
on the other side of  the picture. 

In 1950 the late Heskel Shemtob 
was president of the Jewish Commun- 
ity of Baghdad and I was his vice- 
president (both honorary). I recall he 
phoned me one day and asked me to 
come to his house on the river Tigris to 
meet an "emissary" who came from 
abroad to discuss Jewish emigration 
from the country. After the creation of 
Israel in 1948 our community was 
subiected to great hardships and ter- 
ror. Merchants were deprived of their 
import and export liccnces, govern- 
ment officials dismissed and thousands 
imprisoned on false charges. The cli- 
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max came with the execution of Shai'iq 
Adas. Many young men and women 
fled by way of Iron, some of them 
caught and detained. The leaders of 
the community, Rabbi Sasson 
Khedhouri and later Heskel Shemtob, 
Senator Ezra Daniel, Deputy Abra- 
ham Haim, myself and others exerted 
their effort to alleviate their coreli- 
gionists' misfortunes, pleading with 
the Authorities, most of the time 
without avail. 

Mr. Richard Armstrong's visit was 
of no great consequence as the Gov- 
ernment had already decided to allow 
the Jews to leave Iraq after renouncing 
their nationality. I do not remember if 
we knew his true identity and which 
language we spoke with him. But after 
a few days the Authorities asked him 
to leave • Baghdad. 

The exodus law was passed by both 
Houses of Parliament. Senator Ezra 
Daniel made a moving speech in the 
Upper House. We set up the machin- 
ery to implement the necessary travel 
formalities in conjunction with the 
Nationality and Passport Department. 
This machinery was manned by young 
men from the "Tenuah" movement 
Under the nominal supervision of the 
late Mr. Shemtob. 

The prospects augured well at first 
and matters moved on smoothly. 
However, aftcr a few weeks I received 
complaints about travel procedures. 
People who relinquished their Iraqi 
nationality and registered for emigra- 
tion waited for several weeks and even 
months whereas others, more fortun- 
ate, were able to leave the country in a 
matter of days. Moreover, poor emig- 
rants who had gold rings or extra 
luggage were asked to leave them with 
the young men arranging the voyage to 
carry them safely to Israel (I under- 
stand that these vahtables deposited in 
trust were not handed back later to 
their owners in Israel). Many men who 
gave their Iraqi money to be transfer- 
red to their new abode lost their 
savings or most of them. I spoke to 
Mr. Shemtob, but he could do nothing 
in the matter. 

In the summer hc left for Beirut and 
Paris and I became acting Head of the 
Community. I was at thc time Assistant 
Director General of the Date Association. 
Finding that I could no~c remedy the 
situatuion, 1 asked Sa]ch Jabr, the Minister 
of the Interior, t~ dctatch the De- 
nationalisation Services from the Corn~ 
muoity Administration. At my request he 
issued an order forming a special commit- 
tee to supervise the emigration under the 
chairmanship of Sasson Abed with Abra- 
ham Elkabir and Moshi Shohet as mem- 
bers. I remained at the head of the com- 
munity until the return of Heskel Shemtob 
when [ handed him my resignation. 

Israel was not prepared for the 
coming of more than one hundred 
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thousand immigrants in the space of 
one year. Notwithstanding their social 
and cultural background, they were 
herded in tents and shacks, sometimes 
for many years, without the elemen~ 
tary amenities they had been accusto- 
med to. A whole generation was 
wasted, robbed of its dignity and shab- 
bily treated. 

After the mass exodus, about thir- 
teen thousand Jews remained in Iraq. 
After a while their position returned to 
normal. They were allowed to engage 
in business and the professions, to 
travel abroad and to educate their 
children in schools and colleges. The 
revolutionary regime under General 
Abdui Karfm Qassem, I958-1963, was 
a golden period for the remnants of 
Iraq's Jewry. He was killed by a coup 
hatched by Abdui Salem Aref and t h e  
Baath Party. 

The new Regime devised restric- 
tions and discriminatory measures 
against the tiny Jewish community. 
But the incarcerations, terrorization 
and repression started after the 1967 
War and intensified when the Baath 
Party took the reins of power in the 
next year. 

Early in :1967 I was again prevailed 
upon to head the Administrative Com- 
mittee of Iraqi Jews which replaced 
the old communal council. The only 
voices which were raised in defence of 
the Jews were those of Hakham Sos- 
son Khedhouri, President of the Com- 
munity, and myself. To quash our 
pleadings and supplications Hakham 
Sasson's son, Shaul Naji, was taken 
into custody accused of collusion with 
the "spying" ring. He was tortured and 
then freed after several months. ] was 
arrested without judicial warrant on 
January I 1969 prior to the execnton of 
"spies" towards the end of the month 
and was released in February and 
invited to attend the Arab Literary 
Conference held in Baghdad. 

Rabbi Sasson Khedhouri died in 
May 1971 and was given a magnificent 
funeral attended by Government rep- 
resentatives, Moslem dignitaries and 
the Christian patriarch and bishops. I 
succeeded him as head of the Com- 
munity in addition to the chairmanship 
of the Administrative Committee. My 
task was arduous in defending the 
Jews' civil rights, ensuring their safety, 
and pleading their cause with the 
President of the Republic and Govern- 
ment Authorities. In :1972-3 28 men 
were abducted and kiIled by the Secur- 
ity Police. I exerted every effort to 
trace their whereabouts, but I was able 
to save the lives of only three of them. 
I brought with me to London when I 
left Iraq original copies of the letters 
which 1 wrote to the President and 
ministeps on this sad subject. During 

all that period I assigned, from the 
Community's funds, monthly allo- 
wances to the needy and grants to 
those leaving t h e c o u n t r y  whether 
clandestinely or by passports. 

After the Yore Kippur War of 1973 
Iraqi Jews were forbidden to leave the 
country. But  I saw the Minister o[ 
Interior, So'dun Ghaidan, and per 
suaded him to rescind the ban and 
resume issuing passports to those who 
desired to leave Iraq. Relations were 
severed with the United Kingdom and 
British consular officers worked under 
the aegis of the Swedish Ambassador 
who looked after British interests. The 
British consul used to come to see me 
at my office every week or fortnight t o  
facilitate granting visas and helping the 
members of our community. In the 
summer of 1974 he was transferred to 
London and came to see me to intro- 
duce his successor in Baghdad. When 
he left he told me: "You have served 
your community very well. It is time to 
think of yourself and your family." 

I took the hint instantly. Thousands 
of our people had left the country by 
then and there only remained about 
400 men, women and children. In 
October 1974 I left Baghdad with my 
family for Amsterdam. After a few 
months we came to settle in London. 

l may add a few Words on the 
leading Iraqi personalities during the 
years 1948-51 mentioned in Mr. Hill- 
el's Operation Babylon. Abdul ltah 
promised Senator Ezra Daniel to com- 
mute Shafiq Adas's death sentence, 
but was unable to do so. However, he 
pardoned the late Reuben Battat who 
was sentenced to prison and ordered 
his immediate release. 

Nuri Said was an ardent iraqi Arab 
patriot, pro-British and no anti-semite 
in any way. He had his country's 
interests at heart and was a pragmatic, 
machiavellian astute politician. He 
was genuinely distressed that the 
Palestinians and Arabs generally re- 
jected the British White Paper of 1939 
and the UN partition resolution of 
i947. After the mass exodus of •1950- 
51 his attitude to the Jews who elected 
to remain in Iraq was benevolent. 

The course of history cannot be 
judged simply as right or wrong. We 
cannot speculate how the world would 
have been if Hitler never rose to 
power, if the Allies did not win the 
war, if the USSR did not become the 
second superpower. We cannot specu- 
late what the fate of Iraqi Jews would 
have been if the mass exodus did not 
take place. But it took place and a new 
chapter was written in their modern 
history. 

Mr. Hillel's book is a valuable con- 
tribution to the history of that eventful 
periodO 



Spot an Ancestor Bridge 
A F U R T H E R  SELECTION from the Register of military taxpayers of tile 
Baghdad Community of 1892. 

Ezra Menahem Saat 
Reuben Nahom Saat 
Eliahu Nahorn Saat 
Yishaq Mcnahem Saat 
Raphael Hayyou Sawdayee 
Dawid Itayyou Sawdayec 
• Heskel Eliaha Sawdayee 
Abraham Yosef Sawdaycc 
Menashe Ezra Dawid Sawdayee 
Mordechai Moshc Sawdaycc 
Abraham Aharon Sagman 
Ezra Aharon Sagman 
Aharon Moshe Sagman 
Dawid Rcnbcn Saeed 
Menashe Moshe Sweghi 
Saleh Dawid Shua Sweghi 
Menahem Reuben Sweggi 
Yosef Nessim Shua Sweghi 
SaIeh Muallem Ezer 
Seiman Eliahou Ezer 
Shuwa Abdel Nabi 
Shaul Shuwa Abdcl Nabi 
Menashe Shuwa Abdel NaN 
Salch Shuwa Abdcl Nabi 
Abdel Nabi Yamen Abdel Nabi & Sons 
l-lesket Mcir Abdel Nabi 
Saleh Yacoub Meir Abdel NaN 
Aboudi Yosef Ezaigh 
Eliahu Saleh Ezaigh 
Yosef Aboudi Yoscf Ezaigh 
Yacoub Ezra Ezaigh 
Heskel Ezra Ezaigh 
Shaul Dawid Ezair 
Sasso, Daniel Abda 
Mnallem Saleh Aboudi 
Heskel Aboudi 
Ezra Heskel Yosef Aboudi 
Yosef Aharon Abraham Aboudi 
ShaLtl Yacoub Yosef Aboudi 
Ezra Yacoub Abondi 
Heskel Ezra Saleh Ambar 
Moshe Nessim Ambar 
Sasson Yishaq Ambar 
Khedhouri Sasson Yishaq Ambar 
Sclman Heskel Ambar 
Salch Hcskcl Arnbar 
Shaul Saleh Ambar 
Eliahou Abraham Ambar 
Reuben Eliahu Yosef Ambar 
ShauI Abd Le Ezair 
Meir Abd Le Ezair 
Yacoub Abd Le Ezair Beqqal 
Eliahu Abd Le Ezair 
Shmuel Rahamim Abd Le Ezeez 
Rahamim Shmuel Abd Le Ezeez 
Aboudi Shmuel Rahamim Abd Le Ezeez 
Ychouda Shmuel Abd Lc Ezccz 
Yacoub Shmuel Abd Le Ezeez 
Yishaq Nessim Dawid Ahd Le Ezeez 
ShmueI Abd Le Ezeez 
Shmuel ibn Sasson Abd Le Ezeez 
Heskd Mcnahcm lay 
Moshe Yamen Abdulla Iny 
Sasson Abdulla Iny 
Yosef Abdu[la lay 
Abdcl Nabi Abdulla lny 
Yacoub Yosef Abdulla Iny 
Saleh Ezra Iny 
Yamen Abdulla Iny 
Dawid Ezra Iny 
Eliahou Ezra Iny 

Moshe Nessim Iny 
AbduIla Yose[ Iny 
Ncssim Abdulla lny 
Yishaq Abdulla Iny 
Ezra Abdulla Iny 
Maallem Abdulla Iny 
Yamen Abdulla Iny 
Saleh Abraham Iny 
Ella Saleh Mordechai Iny 
Sclman Yosef Ettar 
Yosef Rahamim Dhiba Ettar 
Yishaq Hayim Abdn]la Ettar 
Abdulla Yishaq Hayim Ettar 
Rahamim Moshe Yahya Ettar 
Saleh Nahom Ettar 
Yosef Yacoub Ettar 
Saleh Shabbu Ettar 
Aharon Menashe Ettar 
Heskel Menashe Ettar 
Eliahou Shabbu Ettar 
Heskel Nahom Ettar 
Aboudi Yacoub Ida 

, Yishaq Aboudi Ida 
Mcnashc Aboudi Ida 
Sasson Aboudi kla 
Shaul Rahamim Yishaq Ajmi 
Menashe Yehoshua Ajmi 
Saleh Heskel Sasson El Ajmi 
Menashe Yacoub Ajmi Qendarchi 
Eliahou Shlomo Shna Ajmi 
Abraham Yacoub Ajmi 
Yehuda Mordechai Ajmi 
Hayim Shimeon Ajmi 
Yacoub Heskcl Aynachi 
Sham Yishaq Aynachi 
Abraham Yishaq Heskel Aynachi 
Aharon ltcskcl Aynachi 
Yishaq Heskel Aynachi 
Moshc Abraham Aynachi 
Yishaq Hayim Heskel Arab 
Sasson Heskel Arab 
lleskel Dawid Selman Abdul Razzaq 
Yishaff Mordechai Yishaq Abdul Razzaq 
Eliahu Salch Moshc Abdul Razzaq 
Menashe Dawid Selman Ahdul Razzaq 
Saleh Yosef Ajouz 
Hayyu Hcskcl Hayya Abada 
Moshc Hayyu Abada 
Eliahu Abraham Abada 
Hcskcl Moshc Dawid Abada 
Aboudi Yishaq Ilayim Endou 
Yacoub Yosef Eqaireb 
Reuben Rahamim Eqaireb 
Abdulla Saleh Eqaircb 
Mcir Hcskcl Eqaireb 
Salem Reuben Abdou 
Yosef Yishaq Hayim Abdou 
Aboudi Dawid Mcir Abdou 
Ezra Abdou 
Nahom inn bint Meir Abdou 
Rcubcn Meir Abdou 
Ezra Yishaq Eba33,ed 
Abdul]a Yoscf Ezzouri 
Yaeoub Abdulla Ezzouri 
Ezra Moshe Salch Iwan 
Abraham Heskel Ati 
Shaul Yahya Alika Nejiar 
Heskcl Nessim Alika 
Moshe Yacoab Aqqu 
Abed Yacoub AqquO 

b y  b r i d g e  b u i l d e r  

Sadly, we begin this fea ture  by 
recording the  passing o f  ou r  dear  
friend Sha lom Birshan.  H e  was 
one  of  the  leading bridge players of  
our  c o m m u n i t y ,  hav ing  a complete  
overview of  the  game .  H e  was 
sincere and  free of  guile and  is 
missed by all his fr iends and  ac- 
quaintances.  

The Grand Sllam 
The grand slam is a rare commodity, 

and for a good reason. For, while you 
may gamble a small slam on the 
success of a finesse, you must only 
embark on a grand slam with certain- 
ty. 

Non-vulnerable, a small slam made, 
scores 500; if it goes one down you lose 
only 50 - odds of ten to one. 

A grand slam made, scores 1000; 
but if it goes one down you lose 50 and 
5{J0 for the missed small slam - not 
such a good proposition. 
Vulnerable, it is + 75(I to -50 far the small, 

and + 15110 to -800 for the grand 
The discrepancy is still great if you 

take into account the value of the 
game. 

It  is generalIy agreed that 37 high 
points add up to a grand slam, unless 
the missing card 'is a King. Then it 
becomes difficult, unless you hold ex- 
tra length in another suit. Incidentally, 
no hand can hold more than 37 points 
- made up of AKQ of all four suits 
plus one Jack, a perfect 7 No 
Trumps.O 

15 Years Ago 
(From p re r io  us  issues) 

The Scribe 
March-April 1973 

In abolishing capital punishment mod- 
ern society takes the view that no-one, 
not even the State, has tile right to kill. 
But society did not take into consider- 
ation the terrorists who would try to 
free their fellow criminals. Innocent 
lives will continue to be endangered in 
attempts to free criminals held in 
prison. 

While society may not have the right 
to kill, it has the duty to do so to save 
innocent lives. This can be done by the 
restoration of capital punishment (for 
terrorist acts)@ 

r['he dilemma posed by terrorists is that 
whiIe they have declared total war on 
civilised society, civil society has not 
responded likewise.@ 

P.S.G. 
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Finance Minister Moshe Nissim and J'riend.~'. 
His charisma and warmth demonstrated to us why he was voted the most  popular minister in Israel, unusual f o r  finance ministers 

associated, as they are, with inflation and taxes. 
A t  a large gathering recently held in Israel to raise money f o r  the Babylonian Jewry Heritage Centre, Minister Nissim, who graduated in 

Law. declared that ever)' Iraqi Jew is f i t  f o r  the position o f  f inance minister, not  only in Israel but in any country. 
This being the case, we venture to recommend to the Finance Minister that he  abolishes all f o rms  o f  direct taxation on the individual - 

income tax, capital gains tax, wealth tax, inheritance tax, making Israel virtually a tax haven. Such taxation is immoral  as it encourages 
cheating, dishonesty and unemployment.  It  promotes  the grey and black markets. Jews are individualists and do not submit  to such imposition 
and regimentation_ 

Instead, taxation should be based entirely on land values. This would yield not only enough f o r  government expenditure but would also 
provide f o r  a National Dividend to be paid to citizens in accordance with Israel's priorities at the time. It  would also ensure that the Land oJ  
Israel remains in the ownership o f  the Jewish people foreverO 

Jewish Population 
The Arabic daily A I - A r a b ,  which 
appears in London, has recently 
copied an article from a French maga- 
zine predicting that the Jews will dis- 
appear from the world by the year 
3~X)0. They point  out that world Jewish 
population is constantly falling and 
will only be 8 million by the year 2001). 

Jewish population does not follow a 
uniform pattern. 2000 years ago, Jews 
constituted 10% of the R o m a n  and 
Persian Empires, but our numbers 
were decimated by Christian and, la- 
ter, by Moslem persecutions. 

11~)1) years ago there were, alto- 
gether, 1.4 million Sephardim, and 
that number remained constant till 
1939. On the other hand, there were 
only 100,000 Ashkenazim 1000 years 
ago but in 1939 their number reached 
15 million - an increase of 150 times! 

Under favourable conditions, a na- 
tion can double  and redouble its num- 
bers in the space of 50 years, as we 
have been witnessing in many coun- 
tries. But the Jews have never tried to 
assert themselves by sheer numbers. 
The proper reply to A l - A r a b  and its 
French source is to repeat the verse of 
Al-Samawa[, the 6th century Jewish 
poet and chieftain of Arabia, that he 
offered in similar circumstances: 

She taunts us that we are few in numbers; 
So I said to her that the virtuous are few. 

In any case we hope that the 
Mash iyah  will have come by the year 
3000~O 

Remembering for the future 
An International Conference on the Holocaust  

Fifty years after the KristaUnacht,  when Jews and their property were 
attacked by German savages, an international conference on the Holocaust 
sponsored by Mr. Robert Maxwell is being convened in Oxford and London 
11)-17 July 1988. 

One aim of the Conference, which will be attended by hundreds of scholars 
from all over the world, is to point out that Christianity as a whole has not yet 
sufficiently recognised its co-responsibility for creating a climate of opinion 
that made the Holocaust possible. Nor has it become appropriately aware of 
the extent to which it may perpetuate that climate of opinion through its 
theological and liturgical traditions. 

The Conference hopes to make the memory of the Holocaust a medium for 
developing an Early Warning System on potentially homicidal movements. 

The Conference should go much further by not being afraid to indict those 
who by commission or omission brought about that heinous crime: 

1) The government and people of Germany. 
2) The governments and peoples of occupied Europe. 
3) Western governments. 
4) International oil interests. 
5) The Vatican. 
6) The mufti of Palestine and other Nazi Arabs. 
In addition, the conference should declare that those who preach Hitler was 

right, those who promote anti-semitism, racism or genocide and those who 
deny the Holocaust should be treated as if they themselves had committed all 
the crimes of the Holocaust. 

The Holocaust should not be commemorated in public parks and Jewish 
cemeteries but  in the flesh of our oppressors and the cemeteries of our 
enemies. 

As tong as the people of Europe have not expressed proper repentance for 
their deeds we should neither forgive nor forgetO 

l T h e  J e w s  o f  I r a q  b e t w e e n  1 9 2 0  a n d  1 9 7 0  
Selections from the paper by Simha Horesh. Part 5 will appear in the next issue. 
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