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• P U R I M  A N D  T H E  H O L O C A U S T  
EVERY YEAR WE celebrate the miracle of Purim when Haman's  plan to exterminate the Jewish people was foiled by 
Queen Esther and her uncle Mordechai. But we had the migfortune to witness the extermination of many times more Jews 
by the wicked Hitler, aided and abetted by other enemies of God. Purim celebrations ring hollow when one remembers t he  
Holocaust. Has Haman then finally triumphed? 

The Holocaust did not mark the end of the Jewish people. Indeed, it was Followed by the establishment of the State of 
Israel. The Holocaust, for its utter bestiality, tolled the knell of Europe and Christendom~ who tolerated it, and whose 
culture produced it. It is said that tile Nazis carried OtLt in detail the treatment that Luther had ordained with regard to the 
Jews, which was also in line with Catholic tradition. 

The Jews are asked to forgive the perpetrators of the Holocaust, but there can be no forgiveness without repentance and 
neither Europe nor the Christian Church has truly repented. Even if the Jews can forgive, history will not forget the most 
heinous crime of  all time, which .will not fade but stand out more clearly as time passes. 

The traditional culture of Europe and Christendom cannot be the path to the messianic age, it has to adapt or perish 

Besimantov 
SINCE THE END of WWII with high 
inflation and high interest rates the rich 
have been getting richer and the poor 
have been unable to cope. In this topsy 
lurvy world Germany and Japan, the 
losers of the war, have become the 
world's financial masters and America 
has joined the ranks of debtor nations 
with debts totalling 2,000 billion 
dollars. 

To break t he  vicious circle and re- 
distribute wealth, one commentator 
suggested that what the world needs is 
a good old financial crash, gut  such a 
drastic remedy should not be necessary 
if the rich acted responsibly and used 
their wealth to help their fellow men. 

Those who throw £100,000 wedding 
or barmitzvah parties could give their 
guests no greater pleasure than by an- 
nouncing that an equal amount  was be- 
ing donated to worthy charities® 

T H E  E X I L A R C H  T O  B E  
W E I ( ; H E I )  IN  G O L l i  

411 proceeds to chariO' 

f,tl// Report in the new issue- 

B a g h d a d i a n  Haggadah 
in Hebrew, English & Arabic 

obtainable from 01-584 8778 

Dr Murad Mikhae| 
WE ARE SORRY to report the death 
in israel, on February 13, of the well- 
known poet and educator 1)r Murad 
Mikhael at the age of 80, 

Born in Baghdad in 1906, he pub- 
lished poetry and essays in the Iraqi 
press for many years. He taught in the 
Jewish private schools and studied law 
in his spare time. 

After being principal of tile Shamash 
School, he went to Tehran in 1947 at 
the invitation of the Iraqi Community 
to head its school in the Iranian 
capital. He subsequently went to Israel 
and had a distinguished career in Arab 
education, as inspector of  Arabic 
studies and instructor at the University 
of Tel Aviv. He obtained his. Ph.D. 
from the University of Jerusalem® 

Jewish Marriage 
Council 

DR. DAV1DE SALA, a trustee of the 
Council, has written to thank Mr. and 
Mrs. Naim Dangoor ['or their gift of a 
computer. 

Mrs. Hanna Chody, director ~f the 
Council, adds, "Your tnost generous 
gift will assist us in many areas of our 
work, and enable us to provide a more 
efficient service to the Jewish com- 
munity as well as reducing costs and 
administrative labour." 

The Council invites interested people 
to visit its Marriage Bureau at 23 
Ravenshurst Avenue, London NW4 
4EL. Telephone: 01-203 6311. 

Tt*e Bureau is a non-profit making 
organisation and has agreed to charge 
only a nominal fee to members of  our 
community ® 

South Africa 
THE SUDDEN RESIGNATION o[ 
Dr. Frederik Van Zy[ Stabbert from 
the leadership of the anti-apartheid 
Progressive Federal Party has put the 
official parliamentary opposition into 
disarray. The debate between opposing 
white South African politicians was 
something of a sideshow and did not 
contribute to solving the political issue 
central to lhe country's future, namely, 
a just sharing of power between whites 
and blacks. 

But the net. effect of 1.)r. Slabbert's 
continuous hammering of  the govern- 
ment was to present a distorted picture 
to South Africa's friends abroad that 
resulted in sanctions and boycotts, and 
to strengfl~en the hands of the black 
militants who ask for nothing less than 
a complete takeover of the country. 

The departure of  Dr. Slabbert from 
political life is probably due to the 
withdrawal of his main supporter Mr. 
Harry Oppenheimer, by far the richesL 

a n d  most influential businessman in 
South Afl'ica. 

We pubIish inside the text of Mr, 
l)angoor's letler of 2 January to Mr. 
Oppenheimer dnring Mr. Dangoor's 
recent visit to the sub-continent 

G A I , A  S e c o n d  N i g h t  
P a s s o v e r  Sede r  

a t  t h e  B a n q u e t i n g  HOtlSe, 
W h i t e h a l l  

For,/).trtlTer particulars and 
reservaliot7.s phone 01-607 0180 
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Mr. Dangoor's letter 
to Mr. Oppenheimer 

R E C E N T L Y  [ H A V E  b e e n  puzz led ,  
confused  a n d  bewi lde red  by y o u r  a t t i -  
tude  to S o u t h  A D i c a ' s  po l i t i ca l  p rob-  
lems.  For  by  cr i t ic i s ing  g o v e r n m e n t  
pol icy  o n e  gets  the  impre s s ion  t h a t  you  
g e n e r a l l y  suppor t  t i le  e x t r e m e  d e n t a a d s  
o f  the  b lack  mi l i t an t s .  

Xhcre  is a n  obsession in  the  wor ld  to- 
d a y  t h a t  d e m o c r a c y  m e a n s  o n e  m a n  
o n e  vote  - -  t i le  r u l e  o f  the  m a j o r i t y .  
M a j o r i t y  ru le ,  as a n  express ion  o f  
democracy  on ly  holds  good  in  a h o m o -  
geneous  society w h e r e  d i f fe rences  a re  
over  m i n o r  issues. In a society d iv ided  
by race ,  co lour ,  r e l ig ion  or  l a n g u a g e  
the  r igt i ts  o f  al l  g roups  shou ld  be  
e q u a l l y  s a f egua r ded .  [n the  m u l t i -  
rac ia l ,  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  Sou th  A f r i c a  o f  
t oday  a sys tem of  one  m a n  o n e  vote  
wou ld  be  m o r e  un j t l s t  a n d  m o r e  
d a n g e r o u s  for  the  coun t ry  t h a n  the  pre-  
sent system. So by d e n o u n c i n g  apar -  
the id  let us r~ot t h r o w  the  b a b y  wi th  the  
ba th  wa te r .  T h e r e f o r e  w h e n  cr i t ic i s ing  
the  presen t  sys tem one  has  to i den t i fy  
the  so lu t ion .  This  can  on ly  be  a com-  
plex  sys lem c o m b i n i n g  un ive r sa l  [ ran-  
chise wi th  s a f egua rds  for  t r i ba l  a n d  
rac ia l  m ino r i t i e s .  

A t i m e  wil l  corrte wl ten  all  S o u t h  
Af r i cans  wi l l  feel  at ho rne  in  a u n i t a r y  
sys tem but  th i s  wi l l  be  in  50 to 100 
years  t ime .  In the  m e a n t i m e ,  a con-  
s t i t u t ion  can  be  so devised as wil l  l ead  
e v e n t u a l l y  to a u n i t a r y  sys lcm by 
g r a d u a l l y  s h e d d i n g  m i n o r i t y  safe-  
gua rds .  T e r r o r i s m  m u s t  not  be  a l l owed  
to w i n  the  day  by the  de f au l t  o f  S o u t h  
A f r i c a ' s  f r i ends  w h o  h a v e  no  v iab le  
p lan  to ra l ly  a r o u n d .  

T h e r e  a re  m a n y  s imi l a r i t i e s  be tween  
the  p r o b l e m s  o f  Sou th  A f r i c a  and  the  
M i d d l e  Eas t .  In b o t h  cases 4 m i l l i on  
p i o n e e r i n g  Z ion i s t s  i n  search of  the  
P r o m i s e d  L a n d  a re  t h r e a t e n e d  by tbosc  
who  w a h l  to  speak  for  the  20  m i l l i o n  
w h o  s u r r o u n d  them.  In b o t h  cases a 
k ind of  c o n f e d e r a l  sys tem in  w h i c h  no  
g r o u p  wil l  d o m i n a t e  the  rest o f fe rs  the  
besl so lu t ion .  I t  is t he  d u t y  o f  l ibera l -  
m i n d e d  people  to work  ac t ive ly  in 
order  to b r ing  abou t  snch a sys tem.  

In his reply  M r .  O p p e n h e i n a e r  s ta ted  
t h a i  he  s y m p a t h i s e d  wi th  s o m e  o f  Mr .  
I ) a n g o o r ' s  v iews  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l h a l  
r e l a l i n g  to m a j o r i l y  rule.  He  is on  
record as h a v i n g  said t i m e  a n d  a g a i n  
t h a t  a n y  f o r m  of  d o m i u a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  
il bc by whi lcs  over  b lacks  or  b lacks  
over  wh i t e s  is n o l  s o m e t h i n g  wh ich  he  
cou ld  suppor t .  His  s y m p a i h i e s  l ie in a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  protec t  
m i n o r i t y  i n l e re s l s  w i t h i n  a u n i t a r y  
s l a t e #  
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Franchise and 
the Const i tut ion 

T a x a t i o n  a n d  P o w e r  S l l a r i n g  
C O N D E N S E D  F R O M  A pr ize-  
w i n n i n g  p a p e r  by R o l a n d  S idney  Sas- 
soon ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  

(No  t a x a t i o n  wi t iaout  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
- -  l ikewise ,  no  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  
t a x a t i o n )  Ed .  

T h e  ' w i n d  o f  change '  is f i n a l l y  b low-  
ing  a t  fu l l  force in  S o u t h  Af r i c a .  W h i l e  
g o v e r n m e n t  is c o m m i t t e d  to  r e f o r m ,  i t  
is c lea r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  shor t  o f  t h e  scrap-  
p i n g  o f  apartheid wil l  sa t i s fy  m o s t  peo-  
p le  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  ab road .  

It  is dec la red  g o v e r n m e n t &  pol icy  to  
ins is t  on  g u a r a n t e e s  fo r  m i n o r i t y  race-  
g roups .  Th i s  ins is tence ,  h o w e v e r ,  does 
not  a p p e a r  to  be  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
p o w e r - s h a r i n g  a l o n g  n o n - r a c i a l  l ines.  
G o v e r n m e n t  de fends  i ts  pol icy  by  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  the  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  
ach i evemen t s  o f  m o s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  
A f r i c a n  states;  a n d  i t  does  seem in-  
ev i t ab l e  t h a t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h e  f r an -  
chise  sys tem o f  ' o n e  m a n  o n e  vo te '  in  a 
u n i t a r y  s ta te  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  resu l t  in  
f u r t h e r  shi f t s  f r o m  f ree -wor ld  vak~es, 
w i t h  d i re  consequences  fo r  a l l .  

A w a y  f o r w a r d  cou ld  be  perce ived  
t h r o u g h  an  exc lus ive ly  we igh t ed  elec-  
t o r a t e  by  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  two  classes o f  
votes,  n a m e l y ,  ' o r d i n a r y  votes '  a n d  
' t a x  votes ' .  O n e  o r d i n a r y  vo te  wou ld  
be g r a n t e d  to e a c h  adul t ,  regard less  o f  
race.  A n  equa l  n u m b e r  of  t ax  votes 
h a v i n g  the  s a m e  powers  as t h e  o r d i n a r y  
votes  cou ld  be  c rea ted  a n d  d i s t r i bu l ed  
tO pe r sona l  i ncome- t a×  payers  in  accor-  
d a n c e  w i t h  t he i r  la tes t  i n c o m e  tax  
assessments .  

C o n c e p t u a l l y ,  th i s  sys tem cou ld  a lso  
be  seen as a w o r k a b l e  c o m p r o m i s e  bet -  
w e e n  those  d e m a n d i n g  ' o n e  m a n  o n e  
vo te '  in  a u n i t a r y  s ta te  on  o n e  s ide  a n d  
e n t r e n c h e d  w h i t e  d o m i n a n c e  on  the  
o ther .  A n  increase in direct contribu- 
t ion towards the economy will entitle 
people to an increased share in political 
power,  regard less  o f  race .  

It  c a n  be  a r g u e d  t h a t  the  ro te  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  is to p rov ide  ce r t a in  
s t r a teg ic  services  to  the  c o m m u n i t y  as a 
w h o l e  f r o m  t h e  taxes  i t  collects .  [t is 
t h e r e f o r e  eqLdtable t h a t  those  w h o  a re  
t i le  l a rges t  t axpaye r s  h a v e  the  grea tes t  
say i n  h o w  the i r  m o n e y  is spent .  

T h e  sys tem of  ' one  m a n  o n e  vo te '  
c rea tes  a n  e l ec to r a t e  based  on  the  
lowest  c o m m o n  d e n o m i n a t o r ,  wh ich  
no  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y  can  a f fo rd .  

T i l e  pa r t i a l  l i n k  o f  votes to pe r sona l  
i n c o m e  t ax  wi t l  noL o n l y  resul t  in  a bet- 
te r  q u a l i f i e d  e l ec to r a t e  a n d  the  o p t i m a l  
a t t a i n m e n t  o f  Sou th  A f r i c a ' s  n a t i o n a l  
economic  goa l s  but  wil l  be  the  basis  of  
a p e r m a n e n t  n a t i o n a l  cons t i t u t i on ,  free 
o f  rac i sm,  tha t  wi l l  t r a n s f o r m  the  in te r -  
n a t i o n a l  s t a n d i n g  o f  t i le  c o u n t r y ®  

Aliya from 
South Africa 

Reprinted jT'om a letter in the 
Jerusalem Post, I2 l:'ebruary ] 986 

W H I L E  U R G I N G  A L [ Y A  f r o m  S o u t h  
Af r i ca ,  ca re fu l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  should  be  
g iven  to  t h e  v iews o f  the  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
Jews  themse lves ,  as t h e y  h a v e  to l ive  
w i t h  t h e  e n s u i n g  consequences .  

It is i n t e res t ing  to n o t e  t ha t ,  n e a r l y  
50 years  ago,  l eade r s  o f  the  Jewish  
c o m m u n i t y  in  i n d i a  u n d e r  lhe  Br i t i sh  
Ra j  w e r e  faced w i t h  a b road ly  s imi la r  
s i t ua t ion .  T h e y  a p p r o a c h e d  M a h a t m a  
G a n d h i  for  his adv ice  on  the  com- 
m u n i t y ' s  possible  ro le  in  t i le  f r e e d o m  
s t rugg le  led by his  i n d i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Congress .  H e  sa id :  " K e e p  out  o f  i t  lest 
y o u r  snta i l  commt ,  n i t y  be  crust led bet- 
w e e n  the  t h r e e  m i g h t y  con f l i c t i ng  
forces o f  Br i t i sh  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  Congress  
n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  M o s l e m  s e p a r a t i s m . "  
T h e y  fo l lowed  his adv ice  as a com- 
m u n i t y ,  t h o u g h  i n d i v i d u a l s  wl~o t o o k  
pa r t  in  the  s t ruggle  fo r  th i s  saw the  in- 
s ide o f  coloDial  j a i l s .  I w a s  one  of  these  
d u r i n g  the  1942 " Q u i t  I n d i a "  move -  
men t .  # t i l e r s  s ided w i t h  the  Ra j ,  t he  
m a j o r i t y  r e m a i n e d  a -po l i t i ca l .  Even-  
t ua l ly  l a rge  n u m b e r s  c a m e  on  a l iya  in 
an  cn l i r e ly  v o l u n t a r y  capac i ty  as t he re  
never  was  a n t i s e m i t i s m  in  Ind ia .  

J e r u s a l e m  P E R C Y  S. G O U  RG[.:.Y 

A pessimistic view of  whal  can lie in 
store for While Smith Africa,  frnln 
Jerclniah's Lamentations:  

i- low she sits so l i t a ry ,  
T h e  c i ty  tha t  was  so popu la r ;  
She  is b e c o m e  as a w idow - -  
T h e  pr incess  a m o n g  provinces ,  
Is b e c o m e  l r i b u t a r y .  

Site weepe th  sore in  t h e  u igh i ,  
A n d  he r  i ea r s  a re  on  her  cheeks;  
She has  n o n e  to comfo r t  her ,  
F r o m  al l  he r  woes', 
A l l  he r  f r iends  h a v e  dea l t  t r e a c h e r o u s l y  

wi th  her,  
T h e y  a re  b e c o m e  he r  enemies .  

H e r  adver sa r i e s  are  b e c o m e  the  head+ 
H e r  y o u n g  ones  are  go ing  ab road .  
" 0 t l ,  Is i t  o f  no  conce rn  to you,  
" A l l  those  who  pass me  b y 2 " ®  

The Tower  of  Babel 
THI:! S P A C E  P R O G R A M M E  is a new 
T o w e r  o f  Babe l ,  a r e n e w e d  a / t e m p t  [o 
reach  t o  l h e  skies.  U n r e s t r a i n e d ,  i t  
m igh l  also end  up in  s o m e  d i sas le r  [br 
m a n k i n d #  



BOOKS 
"In  our Leaders' Footsteps" Vnl.  IV: 
The  l~en Ish Chat, 
by Rabbi M e n a c h e m  Gerlitz. 
Translated by Sheindel Weinbach  
" O r a y s o h "  Publishers+ Jerusalern 
1984. 

RABBI J O S E P H  H A I M  <1834-1909) 
was an ou t s t and ing  H a k h a m  of  
Baghdad whose fame extended to 
Jerusalem,  Turkey ,  India and  all the 
East. He was a popula r  religious 
leader, and  his books and  sermons  had  
a remarkable  effect on  his generat ion 
and  c o m m u n i t y .  It is fo r tuna te  that  an  
Ashkenazi  israeli rabbi took  upon  him- 
self 1he task o f  writing his b iography .  
But  did he succeed in his endeavour?  

In t ru th ,  the a u t h o r  o f  this book was 
far f rom familiar  with the life and  
cus toms o f  the Iraqi Jews in tile nine- 
teenth century  and  he  gives tile impres- 
sion as if he was speaking of  ano ther  
planet.  Even some pictures appear ing 
in the book are f lagrantly inaccurate.  

Rabbi Joseph Ha im was an  enlight- 
et~ed scholar; so-called miracles and  
superuatura l  antics had  no place in his 
mind  or  life. We are as tonished to find 
this book,  dedicated to his memory ,  
abound ing  in fairy tales related by 
bigoted old persons, such as the 
drowning  o f  the seven year old .loseph 
in the well, the  d iscomfi ture  of  the 
band  o f  thieves in the desert and  their 
hasty flight, tile Rab ' s  present iment  o f  
a dis tant  fellow's dea th  poisoned by 
snake  venom while eat ing a water- 
melon,  etc. 

But. the gravest b lunder  in the book 
is the unfa i r  t r ea tment  o f  Rabbi Sasson 
Khedhuri  (1886-197 II, long-t ime leader 
o f  Iraq's  .lewry, whom the auLhor rails 
"Sasson  Katzur i " .  

Rabbi Sasson Khedhur i  was Chie f  
Rabbi o f  Baghdacl in 1930 and  had  a 
quarrel with his fellow H a k h a m i m ,  
beaded by Rabbi David the g randson  
o f  Rabbi Joseph Haim.  H a k h a m i m  ac- 
cused Khedhuri  o f  desecrating the 
Shabba th ,  eat ing treifoth and  defam+ 
ing tile Jews in G o v e r n m e n t  circles. 
l 'hey  wrote to the Rishon Lezion in 
Jerusalem and  the  Beth l)in in L o n d o n  
compla in ing  o f  Khedhur i ' s  behaviour.  

The  Iraqi G o v e r n m e n t  dismissed the 
Chief  Rabbi,  who lived in re t i rement  
for a few years. However,  in 1932, a 
new law for the Jewish C o m m u n i t y  
was passed and  the office o f  Ch ie f  
Rabbi was changed  to tha t  o f  President 
o f  the C o m m u n i t y .  The  rabbis who op- 
posed Khedhur i  retracted their accusa- 
t ions and  were reconciled to  h im.  He 
was elected to the presidency in 1933 
and  served in this capacity unt i l  i949 
and  then  f rom 1953 up  to his death in 
Baghdad  in 1971. The  dissident 
H a k h a m i m  were glad to  serve with h im 
unLil they left for Israel in tile mass  ex- 
odus o f  1950-510 M . S .  Basri 

(Following is the letter o f  protest writ- 
ten by Mr+ Shaul H. Sasson to the 
author o f  the booR) Ed. 

I A M  T H E  eldest son  o f  Ch i e f  Rabbi 
Sasson Khcdhur i  (named  in your  b o o k  
Sasson Katzuri) .  Your  writing a book  
on  tile life and  works o f  the great  
Rabbi Joseph C h a i m  is certainly a 
mos t  commendab l e  act ion.  But  this 
does no t  give you  licence to slander m y  
late fa ther  who was in his own r ight  a 
revered H a k h a m  and  leader o f  the 
Iraqi Jewish c o m m u n i t y  which he  serv- 
ed for over sixty years. 

You call Rabbi Sasson Khedhur i  
(alias Katzuri) ,  "wicked , ' !  '~a scoun-  
drel"  and  accusing h im by saying he  
" )o ined  evil c o m p a n y , "  "s landered  
tile Jews in g o v e r n m e n t  circles," "per -  
mi t t ed  prohibi t ions o f  the  T o r a , "  
"desecrated the S h a b b a t h "  and  " a t e  
T r e i f o t h , "  "col labora ted  completely 
with the s inners , "  " f e d  Jews Trei fo th  
t h rough  his o rde r s , "  "desecra ted  the 
n a m e  of  H e a v e n , "  ' q n f o r m e d  against  
Zionists  by showing the G o v e r m n e n t  
chari ty boxes with blue f lags , "  " h a d  
his men  a rmed  with clubs to  beat the 
people mercilessly," "h i red  people to  
l ie,"  " s u m m o n e d  a k n o w n  t h u g  and  
said °i will pay  you  a huge  sum for kill- 
ing C h a c h a m  Rabbi David Ben 
C h a t h a m  Rabbi Yaacov Ben C h a c h a m  
Rabbi Yossef Cha im . '  " 

I read with dismay,  anger ,  and  u t te r  
disbelief what  you  had  writ ten abou t  
my  late father,  basing your  writings on  
gossips and  hearsays o f  one prejudiced 
side wi thout  bo ther ing  to  ascertain the 
facts f rom the o ther  side or  f rom 
authent ic  sources. You based your  
s tory o n  one  sided reports o f  certain 
H a k h a m i m  who opposed my fa ther  in 
193(I, but  you  did no t  bother  to find 
ou t  what  happened  since then .  For  
your  in fo rmat ion ,  af ter  two years the 
same H a k h a m i m  retracted their nn-  
founded  charges and  insinuat ions,  they 
were reconciled to  lily late fa ther  and  
served under  h im when he came back 
to  office in 1933 unti l  they left lraq in 
the mass exodus  o f  1950-51. Rabbi 
David, g r andson  o f  the great  Rabbi  
Yosef  Cha im,  who was opposed to m y  
father  in 1930 was reconciled to h im 
and  he marr ied his da , tghter  to  a son o f  
mine,  a g randson  o f  the late Ch i e f  
Rabbi Sasson Khedhur i .  

Fur the rmore ,  on  my father 's  dea th ,  
the H a h a m  of  the World  Scphardi  
Federation,  Dr. H a h a m  SoIomon  
Gaon ,  sent me  a te legram of  con- 
dolences to Baghdad  in which he called 
m y  fa ther  " G r e a t  Rabbi and  t eacher" ,  
Also, the then  Rishon Lezion and  
Chie f  Rabbi o f  Israel the late Rabbi [t- 
zhak  Nissim, who was h imsel f  o f  Iraqi 
origin, and  knew m y  fa ther  personally 
and  was acquain ted  with the  dispute  
a m o n g  the Baghdad  H a k h a m i m  in 
1930, sent a telegram of  condolences to 

LETTERS 
From Haham Dr. Solomon Gaon 

[ W A S  VERY [MPRESSEt . )  with The 
Scribe. I m u s t  also congra tu la te  you  on 
the publicat ion o[-" H a g g a d a h  which is 
a considerable cont r ibu t ion  towards 
the preservation o f  the Iraqi heritage.  

New York 

1 IdNJOYED R E A D I N G  your  Scribe 
and  to learn tha t  Baby lon ian / I r aq i /  
Baghdadi  Jews also outs ide Israel are 
t rying to keep their  t radi t ion  alive. 

Professor  Zvi Wel'blowsky 
The  f:acully of" Humani t i s ,  

Jerusalem Hebrew University 

I H A V E  R E C E I V E D  with many  
thanks  the invaluable Haggadas  yon  
have sent me.  I f ound  them beautiful ,  
interesting and  typically Baghdadi .  

I take the oppor tmf i ty  to con- 
gra tu la te  you  for the precious effor ts  
you  are pu t t ing  for  the case o f  the iraqi 
Jews and  especially Israel f rom what  1 
have seen and  noticed as follows: 

a. Organis ing the seminars  (which I 
had  the pleasure to a t t end  and  which 
took  place at Oxfo rd  Universi ty) .  

b. Work ing  hard  to represent the 
Iraqi Jews on  tile Board o f  Deputies in 
which you  have succeeded in having 
three Iraqi Jews elected to  be members  
o f  tile Board. 

c. Issuing the Haggadah ,  etc., etc. 
(not to men t i on  The  Scribe). 

As an Iraqi Jew [ congra tu la te  you 
and  a m  proud  o f  you  and  God  bless 
you.  

SH.  HAKI-[AM SASSON 
L o n d o n  

1 AM i M P R E S S E D  by the publicat ion 
o f  the " S c r i b e "  and  [ congratutaLe you  
for the initiative and  your  action on 
behalf  o f  file Iraqi Jews. 

O V A D I A  SO [::l .' Id R 
Paris Israel Ambassador  

m y  bro ther  l)r. Meir H.  Sasson o f  Tel 
Aviv, calling m y  fa ther  " C h i e f  Rabbi 
m a y  his m e m o r y  be blessed."  Wha t  a 
contras t  between the expressions o f  the 
Rabbis who knew m y  late la ther  welI 
and  your  reference to h im,  you  who do 
no t  even know his accurate  name .  

AI1 you  have written abou t  m y  late 
rather is false accusat ions,  de fama to ry  
and libelous, and  several others  con- 
tained in your  book are mere  gossip, 
unwor thy  o f  repeti t ion by  a religious 
m a n ,  claiming to be such  an  authori ty .  

By this letter, I ask you to apologise 
to me,  to m y  brothers  and  sisters and  
to the Iraqi Jewish communi ty+  and  to  
retract  publicly t h rough  several pr ime 
Israeli newspapers what  you  have ac- 
cused m y  late fa ther  o f  in your  book @ 
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The Late 
Habib Elghanian 

AT THE RECENT J IA dinner tribute 
was paid to the memory of Habib 
Elghanian honorary president attd pro- 
minent personalily of the Iranian 
Jewish community who was judiciGaJ~- 
ly murdered by the Iranian authorities 
in 1979. We give here the absurd indict- 
ment of Elghanian: 

~'ln the Name of God The Compas- 
sionale, the Revolutionary Islamic 
Tribunal of lran, Tehran, 

[n tiffs file, Habib Elghanian, son of 
.,. I J0wL ldentily Card No. 6108, liv- 
ing in Tehran, Jew, iranian citizen, 
cducmed, spy and Zionist, capitalisl, is 
accused of: 
1. being friend of God's enemies and 

enemy of God's friends; 
2. having spied for the ZLonist 

Government of Israel; 
3, having collected money and sup- 

port for Israel and its conquering 
Army which bombs day and night 
our Moslem Palestinian brethren; 

4. having invested funds originating 
from the exploitation of lran with 
the intent of developing Israel 
which permanently fights, robs and 
affronts Islam and God; 

5. corruption on earth by destroying 
the economic resources and, conse- 
quently, destroying an active 
generation in society; 

6. waging war against God and his 
messenger, the present Imam; 

7. blocking God's ways and the ways 
of happiness and of all weak na- 
tions, this being contrary to Islamic 
and human principles; 

8. corruption on earth; 
9. helping in the daily and cruel 

massacre of our brothers the 
Palestinian fighters. 

Proof  o f  Guilt  
1. Clear confessions and proofs 

asserted in the file; 
2, sufficient proofs and documents in 

the file, including money payments 
to Israel with a view to supporting 
the defence apparatus of that coun- 
try; 

3. encounters arranged with the 
cruellest foes of God and the 
Palestinian nation, e.g., with Abba 
Eban and other leaders of the 
Zionist robber State; 

4. purchase of lands and buildings of 
great value which, together with the 
preceding, and with reference to the 
Koranic saying "God and his 
messenger prohibit . . . "  (sic) 

For all these reasons I request the 
penalty of death ror the culprit and the 
confiscation of his property and that of 
all his family. 

The Procurator of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Tribunal of Tehran, 

Ayatollah Azari Qomi." 
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Why Babylon? 
b y  N . E . I ) .  

DURING OUR 2500-year sojourn in 
Babylon our rabbis and thinkers kept 
speculating why did the Holy One, 
blessed be He, exile the Jewish people 
to Babylon of  all places? 

The Babylonian Talmud records 
four opinions: Rabbi Hiyya thought it 
was because they would not have been 
able to survive the severe decrees of 
Rome. Rabbi Elazar ben Pedath Com- 
pared low-lying Babylonia to the 
nether world, from where the Jews 
would soon be redeemed. Rabbi 
Hanina bar Hamma said it was because 
the language of Babylonia was similar 
to that of the Torah. Rabbi Yohanan 
bar Nappaha said, God se~at the chil- 
dren of Israel back to their fathers' 
house. • 

However, they all miss the point. To 
me the message is loud and clear: We 
were first exiled to Babylon to demon- 
strate to us that Israel is part of a 
region and that it is too small a part of 
that region to be able to stand up to the 
forces around it, in isolation, that is, as 
our mission and destiny obliged us to 
be. It is said that the golden age of 
David and Solomon coincided with ttle 
decline of the super powers of the Mid- 
dle East and when Nebuchadnezzar's 
Chaldea flexed its muscles again, 
danger loomed in the horizon. In the 
last resort, Judah tried to rety on a 
treaty with Egypt, " tha t  broken reed", 
but to no avail. 

It is said that History repeats itself. 
Like a good teacher, Historic only 
repeats itself when the lesson is not 
learned. Although the Second Temple 
was destroyed by the Romans, it was 
with the help of local enemies, and 
what is more there is evidence that the 
Jewish people were dabbling in super- 
power politics between Rome and Per- 
sia, just as today Israel is caught in the 
US-Russian rivalry. 

Modern Zionism was based on co- 
operation with the Arabs who, under 

The punishment that tran is getting 
in the Gulf War is in part a retribution 
for its treatment of Elghanian. Just as 
the audacity that had spurred Saddam 
to hang 19 innocent Jews to the cheers 
of his mobs, led him also to start a war 
for which [raq is paying dearly in men 
and material, The two bloodthirsty 
regimes of Iraq and lran are getting a 
dose of their own medicines, The wise 
men of Arabia used to tell their people 
"don ' t  touch the Jews, leave them 
alone," warning them of the Hoba of 
the Jews. We have been chastised by 
God as no other nation was, but God 
does not want to make an end of us. 
No mortal can take advantage of this 
siluation with impun i ty l  

the influence of international anti- 
Semites decided not to co-operate. 
After 40 years of  hostility and frustra- 
tion the Arabs will now continue in- 
definitely to look on Israel as a foreign 
body, a cancer, that has to be removed. 
The fact that Israel is a small part of a 
larger, weahhy and hostile region is 
again demonstrated by the crippling 
arms expenditure that Israel has to 
bear. As Prime Minister Peres succinc- 
tly stated in London recently, israel's 
defence bnrden is not related to her size 
and resources but to the large size and 
immense resources of her neighbours. 
Will  reliance oil far away America en- 
sure israel's survival for ever? 

When Cyrus allowed the aliyah to 
rebuild the Temple only 40,000 return- 
ed; 80,000 decided to stay put in 
Babylon: once bitten, twice shy and 
even at the time of the 2nd Temple 
Babylonian Jewry went from strength 
to strength and after the Roman Wars 
Babylon became virtually the .Jewish 
homeland. At one time the community 
numbered over 2 million and it was 
therc that the Babylonian Talmud was 
written and Judaism blossomed. 

"We made ourselves at home in 
Babylon, from dire captivity to great 
prosperity." Against the troubled and 
intermittent stay in Palestine we had a 
long and fairly easy life in Babylon. Is 
there nn message in this? The Babylo- 
nian Exile has another message: we 
belong not just to Palestine but to the 
whole region_ While Israel is our na 
tional home, the whole Middle East is 
our home. To survive, Israel must 
{hink and work in regional terms and 
break Arab monopoly of the Middle 
[.".ast by creating a confederation not 
dominated by any one group, in which 
lsrael can have a say in the destiny of 
the region and share in its wealflL The 
Lebanon campaign could have been a 
step in that direction but it was bungl- 
ed. 

Some will say that Zionism has fail- 
ed, the yeridah is proof; others that il 
had to fail; others still even work Io 
defeat the .Jewish State. 

Our Rabbis, twicc bitten, had or-  
dained to await the Mcssiah before 
rebuilding Zion. He wilt come ir we 
proceed on the right lines. In ~:he mean.. 
time, the diaspora has no desire tn li- 
quidate itself. 

When we were ovcrwhetmed by 
Roman might we stood alone. But our 
sacrifices have not been in vain. Look 
around us: the majority of the human 
race, in Christianity and Islam, have 
received our message and acknowledge 
God's Kingdom. 

Now we can proclaim to the whole 
world, "Come, let us build Jerusalem 
together and inaugurate an era of 
peace, justice a n d  equality for all 
mankind" • 



Cookery Corner 
The fol lowing recipe is taken f rom Daisy lny 's  book,  " T h e  Best o f  Baghdad 

C o o k i n g , "  which has just  been reprinted.  

M A H A S H A  or DOI~MAH (Combina t ion  Stuffed Vegetables) 

1 cup uncooked long-grain rice 3 medium size heels 
3 small green peppers (preferably Italian) 3 medium size tomatoes 
3 small cucumbers or gherkins 1 very large onion 
2 ~hick carrots 
leaves of 6 sprigs, of ['resh mint, chopped, or 1 teaspoon dried mint {optional) 
1/8 teaspoon pepper I/8 teaspoon ground turmeric 
1 cup lemon juice or tamarind syrup 
1 pound [ean lamb or beef, coarsely chopped (to give a chewy texture to the stuffing) 
sail 
V_, cup fulely chopped parsley (optionall pIus parsley sprigs to garnish 
3 tablespoons brown sugar, or 4 tablespoons date syrup 

Wash and soak the rice two hours or overnight. 
Prepare the vegetables to be sit([fed: Peel and scoop out the beets, leaving a shell !a inch 

thick. Cut a thin slice off the stem end of the peppers and remove the cores and seeds. 
Reserve the slier. Cut a thin slice off' the stem end of the tomatoes, scoop out the pulp, and 
save for the stuffing. Reserve the slice. Cut off the stem end of the cucumber and, with an 
apple corer, scoop out the inner part and save. Peel the onion and make a slit at one side 
front tl~e stem end to the root end. In 2 cups of water in a small pot, boil the ouion for 10 to 
15 minutes, or until the onion layers are loosened. Remove from the pot and put in cold 
waler; separate the layers. Peel the carrots and scoop out the inside with a vegetable peeler. 

Prepare the stuffing: Chop the scooped-out part of the cucumbers and tomatoes, and 
mix with the drained rice. Add the mint, pepper, turmeric, t tablespoon lemon juice, meat, 
salt to taste, and parsley (if desired). 

S t u f f  and bake: Stuff the scooped-out vegetables loosely with the meat-and-rice mixture. 
Cover the peppers and tomatoes with their own lids, and arrange closely in baking dish, 
Carefully take each layer of onion, place some stuffing in the centre, wrap the sides over k, 
and arrange next to the tomatoes in the dish. Pour remaining lemon juice and 1 cup hot 
water over the vegetables; sprinkle with salt and pepper. Cover and bake in a preheated 
400 ° oven for 45 minutes, or until the liquid is completely absorbed. Sprinkle thc sugar on 
top, add ½ cup hot water (if necessary), cover again, and bake ['or 30 minutes more, or 
until all liquid is absorbed again. But not too dry. Garnish with a few sprigs of parsley 
before serving. 

Makes 3 servings. 

N o l o :  The stuffing can be expanded and made more economical by doubling the amount of 
rice, lemon juice, and sugar and adding more vegetables to be stuffed. The result will be 
tasty, but not as rich. 

Tamarind syrup and date syrup arc available at Middle Eastern grocery stores. 

STUFFED T O M A T O E S  

This dish is a variation of stuffed vegetables. Omit the mint from the fiIli1~g and add 
parsley and a few basil leaves chopped. Wash tomatoes and cut a thin sfice from the stem 
leaving Vz inch uncut to make a permanent lid. Discard the seeds, scoop out the pulp (and 
reserve for another use, as in a salad). Stuff the tomatoes and continue as for stuffed 
vegetables. 

Z E N G O U L A  o r  Z E L A B I A  

(Th is  rec ipe  was  s e n t  by  the  late A b r a h a m  K h e z z o o m  in 1973 to  h is  s o n  in 
A m e r i e a . )  

..4 I cup f l our  I (le.ssertspoon .Warch, Yea, s( 

B S)'rup made o,/' ! cup water and 2 cups sugar boiled together 

Mix the ingredients (A) in tepid water to a creamy consistency and leave overnight 
covered with a heavy blanket. 

NexL day fry oil one inch deep in a frying pan and pour the mixture through a nozzle on 
the hot oil making various circular shapes. Remove the hard shapes and dip in the cold 
syrup. 

(The veins of the Zengoula have to be saturated with syrnp. Date syrup can also be used.) 
Edll 

Spot an Ancestor 
A F U R T H E R  S E L E C T I O N  f rom the 
Register o f  miEtary taxpayers  of  the 
Baghdad  Communi ty  of  1892. 

Menashe Ezra Gahtan 
Yamen Reuben Gahtan 
Shlomo Ezra Gahtan 
Abraham Yaeoub Gahtan 
David Yacoub Gahtan 
Meir Ezra Gahtan 
Eliahu Heskel Gahtan 
Yosef-Ezra Abraham Gabbay (Gurji) 
Abraham Heskel Gurji 
Meir Hayim Gurji 
Moshi Yosef Gurji 
Eliahu Moshi Gurji 
Ezra Hayim Yosef Gurji 
gartlkh Heskel Hayim (Gurji) 
Nessim Heskel Hayim Gurji 
Ezra Nessim Heskel Hayim Gurji 
Sion Yacoub Gurji 
Menahem Yacoub Gurji 
Menashe Abraham Heskel Gurji 
Eliahu Meir Gurji 
Sasson Heskel Garji (Gourgey) 
Yi~haq Yosef GurjJ 
Shaul Meir Gurji 
Yacoub Meir Gurji 
Reuben Heskel Gurji 
Hayim Nessim Hayim Gurji 
Ezra Nessim Hayim Gurji 
Menashe Meir Gurji 
Yosef Hayim Yosef Hayim Gurji 
Abraham Daniel Gurji 
Aboodi Etia Gurji 
Reuben Heskel Hayim Abed Gurji 
Ezra Dawid Heskel Hayim 
Heskel Hayim Dawid Heskel Hayim 
Ezra Barukh Heske[ Hayim 
Moshi Heskel Hayim 
Aboodi Heskel Hayim 
Heskel Barnkh Heskel l-[ayim 
Reuben Habib Beqqal 
Ezra Pinhas Beqqal 
Yacoub Habib Beqqal 
Shalom Yishaq Beqqal 
Reuben Nessim Bettat 
EIiahu Nessim Bettat 
Reuben Saleh Shalom Bettat 
Menashe Reuben Abdulla Bettat 
Nessim Reuben Abdulla Bettat 
Heskel Reuben Bettat Qalabchi 
Yehuda Abraham Shalom Bettat 
Yishaq Nessim Bettat 
Nessim Eliahu Bettat 
Heskel Yosef Bettat 
Aboodi Eliahu Chwela 
Heskel Eliahu Chwela 
Dawid Seiman Ghali 
Moshi Eliahu Jeddaa 
Meir Reuben Jeddaa 
Aharon Heskel Yacoub Jeddaa 
Gabriel Shimeon Gabriel 
Menashe Shimeon Gabriel 
Mordechai Shimeon Gabriel 
Ezra Heskel Shua Jangana 
Selman Heskel Jangana 
Shua Shalom Shun Gig( 
Mordechai Hcskel Gig( 
Saleh Moshi GigJ 
Mrad Selman Gig( 
Yosef Heskel Gig( 
Abdulla Meir GigJ 
Yacoub Moshi Gigi 
Sham Moshi Gig( 
Heskel Mosl3i Gig( 
Sham Meir GigiQ 

page 5 



Purim Customs 
in Iraq 

FOR CENTURIES THE occupation 
of Babylonian Jewry was mainly in 
agriculture and in the quiet months of 
winter and early spring the community 
had time to busy itself with celebrating 
various festivals of which Purim was 
an important one. In the home it is 
customary in Purim to make mainly 
various sweets for the family to enjoy 
and to send as home-made products 
from household to household. The 
following are the special Purim 
goodies: 

1) Masafan: Star-shaped cakes made 
of ground almonds, sugar, cardimom 
and rose water, brushed with egg-white 
and when dry put in the oven for a 
short time. 

2) Hajji Bada (aji badem): as above 
but round shaped. 

3) Baklava: layers of thin (ilia) pastry 
separated by a mixture of ground 
almonds, sugar and cardimom, in a 
baking dish, cut in diamond shapes 
and melted butter or margarine poured 
over it. It is left in the oven until the 
top is brown, then sugar syrup is 
poured over it. 

4) Red Luzina made of quinces, peel- 
ed, cleaned and boiled overnight until 
it becomes red. It is next mashed and 
sugar added, and cooked until it 
becomes a thick paste, tt is spread one 
inch thick over a layer of coarsely 
ground almonds and eardimom and 
similarly covered. When cold it is cut in 
diamond shapes. 

5) White Luzma: made of  sugar, 
ground almonds and rose water. 

6) Pistiryag: a dough is made of sngar, 
rosewater and gum tragacanth (white 
ribbon) soaked overnight. 1Vz inch 
portions are then filled with a mixture 
of ground aimonds and sugar and 
manipulated into various animals and 
other shapes. 

7) Zengoula or Zelahia - -  see Cookery 
Corner. 

8) Malfouf: thin tfila) pastry covered 
with a mixture of ground almonds, 
sugar and ground cardimom, then roll- 
ed over a thin stick into a cylinder of 1' 
diameter, then slightly compressed 
Iengthwise, removed from the stick and 
baked in oven. 

9) Sambusak Bettawa (fried samusas): 
a dough is made with or without yeast. 
On flat round discs a mixture of onions 
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NOTES ON TIlE 
JEWISH EXODUS 

FROM IRAQ 

by M. S. Basri 

THE PEEL COMMISSION on Pales- 
tine, headed by Lord Peel in its report 
submitted to the British Government in 
1937, was the first to suggest the crea- 
tion of two states, Arab and Jewish, in 
the Holy Land. However, it stated ex- 
plicitly that should a Hebrew state be 
instituted, it will probably entail the 
end of  the prosperous Jewish com- 
munities in Iraq, Egypt and other Arab 
countries. 

The British in the 1930's considered 
Jewish merchants in Baghdad as rivals 
to their trade. Whereas Moslem and 
other importers and exporters in Iraq 
mostly co-operated with the several 
British firms established locally to fur- 
ther their imports and exports, Jewish 
merchants had direct connections with 
foreign markets and opened new cmn- 
petitive supply outlets, e.g. Japan, 
U.S.A., etc. 

[ was at the time secretary, and later, 
director of the Baghdad Chamber of 
Commerce. In my meetings with J. P. 
(later Sir John) Summerscale, the com- 
mercial secretary of the British Em- 
bassy, and his staff they frequently 
made the point that Jewish merchants 
did not favour British trade and were 
serious competitors of British commer- 
cial interests. My answer was always 
that Jewish merchants had good know- 
ledge of world markets and exerted 
their efforts to find competitive goods 
in quality and price from whatever 
source of supply. 

Finally in 1937 the British urged the 
iraqi Government to enact a law 
establishing quotas for imports from 
Japan and other countries whose 

and ground chickpeas seasoned with 
salt, pepper and curry powder is added 
and folded on itseIf. They are fried in 
oil. The filling can also contain minced 
meat or chicken breast. The second day 
the sambusaks can be reheated or dip- 
ped in beaten egg and fried again. 

Parents give their children cash 
presents, usually in new coins. Bands 
used to go from house to house to play 
traditional Purim tunesO 

In Purim Jews play card games of 
chance such as Dosa and Naqsh 
Yehud, in Iine with the Purim of Per- 
sian tradition when people were meant 
to try their luck. 

balance of trade with Iraq was defi- 
cient, thus making their goods more 
expensive. This was at a time when free 
trade was an established rule. 

Thus the British viewed the Jewish 
merchants' endeavours in Iraq as 
detrimental to their trade and would 
gladly have gotten rid of their competi- 
tion. 

In tim period 1948-51 a sharp crisis 
shook the Iraqi eeomony, especially 
during the mass Jewish exodus of 
1950-51 when the markets almost came 
to a standstill and the Iraqi Govern- 
ment was sometimes compelled to bor- 
row large sums of money from the 
Eastern Bank to pay its cmployees and 
meet current expenses. It was not till 
after the Jews left the country that the 
British-owned lraq Petroleum Com- 
pany made a new agreement with the 
Iraq Government increasing the oil 
royalties twofold or even threefold and 
thus eased the economic straits and 
enabled lraq to institute a Develop- 
ment Board and embark on a high 
pitch development programme. 

Iraq had, in 1951, made a 15 year 
loan of $15 million from the World 
Bank, but it was able after two or three 
years to repay the money which it no 
longer needed. 

The law authorising Iraqi Jews to 
leave for Israel and renounce their na- 
tionality was drafted and sent to the 
Legal Codification Department at the 
Ministry of Justice in I950 prior to its 
sending to the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment for promulgation. My friend 
Ahmed Hamed as-Sarraf, member of 
the Department, told me at the time 
that the bill was written in poor Arabic 
and seemed to be a translation from 
English. However, the Codification 
Department was urged to pass it 
urgently without amendment O 

by Anonymous 

I USED TO know a group of  influen- 
tial Kurds whom I used to visit once or 
twice a week. to discuss politics and to 
hear their views, especially on matters 
concerning Palestine. 

At one of the meetings at the beginn- 
ing of  1947 when Iraqi Jews were very 
active in land purchase and property 
development one of the Kurds express- 
ed the view that nit these investments 
will soon be lost. He explained that an 
American newspaper had published a 
secret report from the British Am- 
bassador in Baghdad stating that trade 
between Britain and Iraq would not be 
revived as long as the Jews remained in 
lraq and controlled its commerce. He 
added, "I  am sure the British will drive 
you out one of these days. When, and 
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Three Conferences 
in Israel 

by Percy S. Gourgey 

"ISRAEL WILL MAKE every effort 
to secure a peace with Jordan,"  
declared Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
in the Knesset hall adorned by fine 
Chagall paintings of biblical periods. 
He was speaking at the concluding ses- 
sion of the World Jewish Congress 8th 
Plenary Assembly in Jerusalem chaired 
by Mr. Phil Klutznik a former US 
Secretary for Commerce and ex- 
Congress President. Mr. Peres was 
preceded by former US Vice-President 
Waiter Mondale who reaffirmed 
America's abiding support for Israel 
from many points of view. 

At the session dealing with East- 
West relations, there was a separate 
session dealing with Soviet Jewry, we 
heard an address by Professor Lown, 
an eminent American Jewish scientist 

the United States and the West in con- 
ventional weaponry. He replied in ef- 
fect that arms control still had to be 
negotiated. If i had the right to com- 
ment as an ordinary delegate, i would 
have observed that it was the Soviet 
Union who had walked out of  arms 
control talks in the winter of 1983 
when Cruise and Pershing missiles 
were deployed by NATO in Europe 
and only returned to the negotiating 
table in early 1985 when they realised 
that President Reagan was serious in 
proceeding with his Strategic Defence 
Initiative. So the balance of  advantage 
aspect had to be considered from all 
points of view. 1 also recalled that the 
late Soviet President Andropov had 
said in November 1982 that the "Soviet 
Union was not that naive to disarm 
unilaterally and did not expect others 
to do so." In regard to Soviet Jewry I 
said that we should relate their sorry 
plight with that of Syrian Jewry 
because of the close alliance between 

observer was addressed by the Foreign 
Minister Mr. Itzhak Shamir. During 
the following question period in which 
there were many participants, 1 asked 
about the matter of  compensation for 
property confiscated by the Egyptian 
Government from the Egyptian Jewish 
community. Mr. Shamir replied that 
this would be raised at a suitable op- 
portunity as there were many problems 
to be discussed with the Egyptian 
government including the Taba issue 
and converting the Cold Peace with 
Egypt into more cordial relations as en- 
visaged in the Camp David Accords 
and the Peace Treaty. 

All these conferences proved most 
interesting but they suffered from the 
usual organisational difficulty most or- 
dinary delegates complained about - -  
too many platform speeches entailing 
sheer persistence to participate from 
the floor! • 

who won the 1985 Nobel Peace prize the Soviet Union and Syria especially 
with a Soviet scientist for their joint in regard to their joint hostility to 
chairmanship of an organisation of 
scientists against nuclear weapons. In 
the ensuing discussion in which I par- 
ticipated with many other delegates, I 
observed that if, as Mr. Lown stated, 
the Soviet Union had announced a 
moratorium on nuclear testing and 
called on the United States to do 
likewise it was because they had com- 
pleted their current series of  tests and 
in any case they had superiority over 

toni. from 6 
how? I don' t  know, but they will ex- 
ploit events to put their plan into ac- 
t ion." 

On~ of  the Jews present asked him, 
"Do you think the British had a hand 
in the 1941 riots so as to get rid of  the 
Jews?" He replied, "The  riots had 
other reasons for the British to en- 
courage them."  

At the beginning of March 1950 
when Tawfiq al-Suwaidi was prime 
minister an envelope was handed to 
him from the British Embassy with a 
• draft law tl~at the Jews be allowed to 
leave provided they give up their 
citizenship. On 3rd March he invited a 
delegation headed by Heskel Shemtob 
and asked them how many Jews would 
leave if such a law were passed? The 
replies ranged from 5,000 to 20,000. 
The prime minister commented, "I  
think there will be a chain reaction. I 
see that all the Jews will leave." (I 
heard of this conversation from Israel 
Nessim Hal who was a member of  the 
delegation.) With a heavy heart the 
prime minister agreed to the law which 
was passed by both houses of  parlia- 
ment and signed by the Regent in one 
day and was valid for one year up to 
9.3.510 

Israel. There was a special session on 
Jews of  Arab lands in which Mr. Leon 
Yamman, head of  the World Organisa- 
tion of  Jews of  Arab Countries (WO- 
JAC), his colleague Mr. Ben-Porat and 
also Mr. Steve Shalom of New York 
participated. 

In another conference, i.e. of  the 
Israel Labour party and its sister 
organisations from abroad, following 
an address by the Israel Minister of  
Energy, I suggested that Israel should 
seek to export her solar energy units to 
less-developed nations in the third 
world to offset their dependence on 
Arab oil and although oil prices were 
falling these nations had an inexhausti- 
ble source of  energy, namely, sunshine 
most of  the year round. 

The Conference of  the Zionist 
General Council which 1 attended as an 

Egg Mixture 
Could Help Addicts 

AS REPORTED IN The Times, an egg 
based compound, AL 721, could 
become an important weapon against 
drug and alcohol addiction. It might 
also help to control some problems of 
old age and make it easier with children 
suffering from cystic fibrosis to 
breathe. 

We understand from Mrs Violet 
Shamash that the discovery was the 
work of a young Iraqi Jew, David 
Haron, her nephew, who works at the 
Weizmann Institute under Professor 
David Samuel. 

Recently a small number of elderly 
patients in an Israeli hospital who were 
given AL 721 showed marked improve- 
ment in health. It is expected that trials 
will soon begin in the United Statese 

r.i- ? 

The World Sephardi Federalion honoured Percy (;(>urgey, former founder- 
Chairman of the ZF Jews in Arab I.ands ( 'ommillee .  
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Prime Minister Peres and friends on his recent visit to London. 

A Stab 
in the Back 

T H E  I R A Q I  J E W I S H  c o m m u n i t y  
number s  over 5000 in the  U n i t e d  
Kingdom (and  m o r e  in o the r  par ts  o f  
the C o m m o n w e a l t h ) .  A l t h o u g h  m a n y  
o f  u~ are m e m b e r s  o f  var ious syna-  
gogues  we are no t  proper ly  or  fully 
represented t h r o u g h  these synagogues  
on  the Board o f  Deputies.  W e  also 
look  on  ourselves as a unif ied congre-  
ga t ion  with ou r  own t rad i t ion  which we 
try to uphold  by  conduc t ing ,  for  in- 
stance, c o m m u n a l  Seders every year  
and  also in celebrating C h a n u k a h  and  
Pur im.  In addi t ion,  three Iraqi donor s  
have  acquired t h e  new Prepara to ry  
School,  which is run  by Rabbi Dr. 
A b r a h a m  Levy, to  which is a t tached  a 
large m o d e r n  synagogue ,  it  is hoped  
tha t  High  Holydays  services o n  the Ira- 
qi m i n h a g  will be conduc ted  there.  

After  negot ia t ions  tha t  s tarted 3 
years ago  the  Board o f  Deputies o f  
British Jews wisely and  kindly gave us 
a token  three seats on  the  Board  to  
enable us  to  keep in direct t o u c h  with 
~he rest o f  Anglo-Jewry.  Deputies 

• generally approved the  step t aken  by  
the Board.  

Mrs.  Vera G o o d m a n ,  a Sephardi  
depu ty  a n d  a m e m b e r  o f  the  Execut ive 
o f  the  Board  o f  Deputies,  apparent ly  
on  her own initiative, a t tacked  this 

m o v e  b o t h  privatet3( and  publicly on  
the g rounds  tha t  we are no t  a " congre -  
ga t ion  o f  J e w s , "  as Rabbi Levy had  
certified. She is o n  record as saying o n  
December  15 before  500 deput ies  tha t ,  
regardless o f  f inancial  advantages ,  the  
Board  " s h o u l d  never  waive its hones ty ,  
integri ty and  rules by  admi t t i ng  
organisa t ions  for  deputies who  did no t  
qua l i f y . "  

Af ter  the  Board examined  her  for- 
mal  object ion and  uphe ld  its original 
decision as being in order,  Mrs.  Good-  
m a n  wrote  to  Mr.  D a n g o o r  to  explain 
tha t  the object ion to  the Iraqi deputies 
was no t  her idea. She confessed tha t  
she was man ipu l a t ed  by  two Sephardi  
life-eiders, " o n e  o f  w h o m  is a promi-  
nen t  Iraqi who  has  gone  so far as to  
suggest  t h a t  I 'chal lenge the  Cert if icate 
in the  Cour t s . '  " O  

U N F O R T U N A T E L Y ,  IN O U R  com- 
m u n i t y  i f  one  rises in his field and  we 
canno t  reach h im  we t ry  to  pull h im  
down,  so tha t  we all become equal.  

S. S H A M O O N  

Why did it happen? 
IN A R E C E N T  article on  the  Holo- 
caust  to  explain why the r ighteous  and  
the  saint ly  perished with the  rest, the  
T a l m u d  is q u o t e d  tha t ,  " O n c e  permis- 
sion has  been given to  the Angel  o f  
Death  to  destroy,  he  does no t  distin- 
guish  between the r ighteous  and  the 
wicked ."  I f  this is so, we m u s t  find ou t  
why,  as this view seems to  run  counter  
to  the  in terpre ta t ion  o f  the dialogue 
between G o d  a n d  A b r a h a m  when God  
vowed t h a t  he  would no t  destroy 
S o d o m  and  G o m o r r a h  if ten r ighteous 
people were f o u n d  there.  The  popula r  
in te rpre ta t ion  tha t  ten r ighteous  men 
can  save a wicked city (on which is bas- 
ed the  n u m b e r  o f  a m inyan )  misses the 
point .  

W h a t  God  was telling A b r a h a m  is 
t ha t  in a s inful  city no one is innocent.  
It  is no  use saying,  m y  hands  have no t  
shed any  b lood,  I do no t  ha te  my  
ne ighbour ,  I do  no t  exploit  the poor ,  1 
do  no t  pu t  ou t  m y  m o n e y  to  usury;  if 
we live in a society tha t  tolerates or  in- 
dulges  in these things,  then  we are all 
guil ty.  

G o d  c o m m a n d e d  A b r a h a m ,  " t . e ch  
L e c h a "  1 get thee out ;  if you  can ' t  put  
u p  a f ight ,  d o n ' t  s tay.  Those  who left 
Hit ler 's  Europe  saved themselves; 
those who  would no t  o r  could no t  get 
ou t  t ook  a risk and  paid the  price in the 
e n d e  
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