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Israel's relations .with the United States 
A summary of the Knesset speech by Elyakim Ha'etzni (Tehiya) on 6 June 1990 

The relations of Israel and the United 
Statcs have now reached a crisis. Somc 
leaders el" our own people, both herc and 
in the United States, can be btamed for 
supplying the U.S. administration with 
arguments and moral support for striking 
at us .  :.. 

" i t  was very bad when Pores tried to 
tempt the United States government 
to help him topple the Israeli govern- 
ment. Peres promised the"Secretary 
of State that he could set lip a narrow 
government. He toId him that he 
intended to meet the Palestit~ians in 
Cairo, and encouraged the Presideut 
to utter statements hostile to the 
present government." Ha'aretz 3/6/90. 

The Americans cannot really threaten a 
reduction in aid: $1.2 billion of it is a return 
on loans to the State of israel that were 
givcn at a high rate of interest that is being 
collected to the last cent. It is not in the 
interest of the U.S. to add Israel to tile 
increasing number of defaulting states. The 
military grant, $1.8 billion, is spent in the 
United States itself and gives work to the 
American working-man. 

The return on this money to the United 
States is massive. We arc the cheapest 
American base in the world, t he  only 
secure anchor in the Eastern Mcditerran- 
ean. We provide the United States with 
vast services out of our own frec will as 
well as our inner conviction. 

For impetuous, mercurial Jews, the news 
has already come that the United States 
has no need of us here. It must bc said that 
even if the tsar came back to rule Russia, 
the United States would still need every- 
thing that Israel has to offer. 

As to American pressure, this pressure 
began even before the State. The Likud 
was not in power when the United States 
tried to prevent the establishment of the 
State and maintained a weapons embargo 
against us throughout the War of inde- 
pendence. We were forced to agree to 
cease-fire accords that created the horrid 
precedent tbat Israel can never win a war. 
Since then, every victory - each one of 
which was purchased with dear b l o o d -  was 
taken out of our hands by the United 
States at the negotiating table, where we 
ncver enjoyed give-and-take, but only 
give. 

The deformed example of the Rhodes 
agreements of 1949 that were imposed by 
the U.S. did not bring peace. They brought 
us the Sinai war in which we were again 
forced to withdraw because of American 

pressure. This rctreat sowed the seeds for 
the next war, the Six Day War. When that 
was cndcd, the U.S. forced on us the 242 
formula which reiterated thc principle that 
every Israeli victory must end in retreat. 

Evcn the routing of the (Egyptian) Third 
Arn?y in the Yom Kippur War was pre- 
vented by the United States. The price i n  
blood that we paid in that war was because 
of the decision not to land a prccmptive 
blow, which was takcn just to please the 
United States. But it was to no avail. 

Hence, the time has come to tell the 
United States: Your actions do not bring 
peace; they sow the seeds of war. They 
spread a sccurity net beneath the feet of 
our cnelnies. If, God forbid, they win in 
war, they will destroy our State to its very 
foundations. If they are defeated, you will 
give them back everything. 

As of now, you are trying to coerce on us 
a "Palestinian state" under the leadership 
ef the PLO murderers; this too in the name 
of peace. As of now, you are dictating to us 
that we must give up the heart of our 
homeland, our central national objectives, 
Hebron, Jerusalem, Bcthcl, Bethlehem, 
Jericho and Shechem, the Land of the 
Bible. If this is friendship, then we have no 
nccd Of enemies. If this brings peace, no 
aggressor needs to make war again. In 
essence, this "peace" will, God forbid, be 
our end. 

You do aI1 this in the guise of an honest 
brokcr. Allow us to remind you: You are 
not brokers, because you have totally 
taken the side of the Arabs. And you are 
not honest or fair, as you proved when we 
came to you on the eve of the 1967 war to 
ask you to fulfil your obligation, the one 
that we took in exchange for retreating 
from Sinai. You "couldn't find the docu- 
ment". 

You have no moral justification to sit in 
judgment of us. A million Vietnamese 
were killed by the United States in a war 
that it conducted on the other side of the 
ocean, just as the French killed a million 
Algerians, and they too judge us. 

We have been under attack for two-and- 
a-half years of the intifada but we have still 
not killed even as many of our enemies as 
the number of people recently killed in 
Panama in one night. 

Nor is all reason to be found in the 
United States. If the United States had 
actcd reasonably, South Vietnam would 
not now be occupied by the North. If the 
United States had acted reasonably, the 
heirs of Khomeini would not now be ruling 

in Iran. The Iran-lraq War would not have 
taken place. Nor would the waves of 
Muslim fanaticism have radiated from 
there throughout the whole world. 

We are not retarded, nor are we pariahs. 
We have no need for a custodian. We have 
a right to conceive of our national interests 
as we understand them. 

And if the United States dictates this too 
to us, any talk of the U.S. respecting our 
sovereignty would be hypocrisy. 

Wc are not deaf and blind. We know 
that the intij'ada today enjoys American 
patronage. 

The United States is forcing the State of 
Isract to twist its system of justice, to annul 
the dearest possession of all in every 
democratic state, the rule of law. 

We see your double standards. 
The United States calls the settlements 

in Judea, Samaria and Gaza an "obstacle 
to peaee'L Here is our answer: We know 
where a "Palestinian" peace leads. If we 
arc an obstacle to this kind of peace, then 
the obstacle ought to be strengthened and 
fortified. 

I call on the inhabitants of Israel to 
respond to the United States with an act of 
sovcrcignty: Come in your masses to Judea 
and Samaria. May we pass the 100,000 
barrier. Whcn wc reach a quarter million, 
the end will come to American pressure 
and Jewish pressure on America to press- 
ure our government. Just as the pressure 
camc to an end over West Jerusalem. 

We must in a friendly and honest mall- 
net define for thc United States what our 
vital national interests are that we will not  
give up. We must explain to enlightened 
public opinion in the United States that 
this is a pro-condition for any fl'icndshipQ 

Jewish History 
The BBC have invited Mr. Chaim 

Raphael, the welVknown author, to give 
five talks on Jewish history, beginning on 
23 September. He is working on these talks 
while staying with friends in Switzerland. 

His new book, The Festivals, is due to be 
published by Weidenfeld in the last week 
of September which will fit in with tile 
BBC talksO 

In a television programme (whicla was 
shown on our screens in Israel last week) 
about Iraqi Jewry in London, your journal 
was mentioned. I wonder if it would be 
possibIe for you to send me a sample 
eopyO 
Haifa Mrs. Helen Porath 
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BOOKS 

Stranger in the  Valley of the Kings 
adapted from a review by P.M. Hughes in T H E  N E W  A T L A N T E A N  

The identification of Yuya as the Patriarch Joseph. 
Ahmed  Osman. Souvcnir Prcss Ltd 1987. 

This book is riveting. Background:  ever 
since the secrets of Egyptian hieroglyphics 
wcrc revealed by the  discovery of the  
trilingual Rosetta Stone, biblical scholars 
have searched avidly amongst the inscrip- 
tions and papyri  for confirmation from the 
Egyptian side of some of the  events re- 
corded in the Books of Genesis and Exodus. 
They were  destined for disappointment.  
Amongst the masses of writ ten mater ia l  
which has come to light within the two 
hundred years sincc, there  is nothing to be 
found, apparently,  which can bc said, 
unequivocally, to dcscdbc, for instance, 
the elevation of a one-t ime Hebrew slave 
(Joseph) to the  cxattcd rank of Grand 
Vizier; the ent ry  of the rest of his family 
into Egypt; the subsequent expansion of 
the Hebrew populat ion to menacing pro- 
portions; at tempts to keep their  numbers 
down by male-infanticidc;  the  Oppression; 
the Plagues; nor an Israeli te Exodus. 

Some scholars say that  Joseph's arrival 
in Egypt  will have  occurred during the  
"Hyksos Period". Bu t  he  is ndsslng ent i re ly 
from the  Egyptian record e i ther  side of 
that. part icular  Dark  Age.  Au thor  A h m e d  
Osman. however,  thinks otherwise. In fact 
he believes he  knows exactly where  the  
evidence for Joseph's existcncc, and his 
position of ext reme power in Egypt,  is to 
be found; and that  is - on the first floor of 
the Cairo Museum.  A certain incredibly 
well preserved m u m m y  in the museum is 
claimed by Osman to be the  body of the 
very same Joseph. The truc identity of the 
mummified remains has gone unrecognised 
all this t ime,  hc says. Of  course, this 
particular m u m m y  has been well known to 
archaeologists and others since the early 
years of this century, when i t  was discov- 
ered entombed,  not in the Val ley  of the  
Nobles, bat  in the famous Val ley  of the  
Kings, though not a king himself. The.  
many variant  spellings of his name within 
the tomb strongly suggest tha t  he  had not 
been a native-born Egyptian and that  his 
name was foreign to those charged with 
commemorat ing the  deceased. The spell- 
ing settled on by modern scholars.is Yuya 
(from Yt, suf?). All  acknowledge that  his. 
features were  not typically Egyptian.  

The evidcnce gleaned from his physiog- 
nomy supports on the whole,  ra ther  than 
tells against, the idea that  Yuya had a non- 
Egyptian background - as did Joseph. 

Yuya,  vizier to the Pharaoh Tuthmosis 
IV (r.1413-1405 BCE) ,  had a t ruly impress- 
i re  array of titles: 
Holy Father 
Master of the Ho'rse 
Deputy of His Majesty in the Chariotry 
Bearer  of the ring of the King of Lower 

Egypt 
Seal-bearer of t h e  King of Lower  Egypt  
Heredi tary Noble and Count 
Overseer of the. Cat t le  of Min,  Lord of 

Akhmim 
Overseer of the  Catt le  of Amun 
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He whom the  King has made his Double  
and many othcrs. 

Heaping  all these honours upon the 
vizier was unheard  of, before or since! One 
can recognise in the  list certain i tems which 
the Book of Genesis tells us about  Joseph. 
[Joseph wrote to his father ,  "God has 
made me Father  to Pharaoh".  Yuya is the 
only person in Egypt ian history known to 
have this title.] 

The author  goes on to make  the stun- 
ningly bold assertion that  Joseph's paternal  
grandfather,  Isaac, was not the t rue  son of 
Abraham,  a relat ionship which is. the  
cornerstone of the Jewish,  Islamic and 
Christian faiths. Isaac, he  says, was prob- 
ably the  true-born son .of the  Egyptian 
Pharaoh ,  Tu thmos i s  I I I .  In  Genes i s  12: 
10-16 we read that  Abraham and his wife 
Sarah, or ra ther  Abram and Sarai as they 
wereformer ly  named,  entered Egypt at  the  
t ime of a famine.  Abram was very wary 
through a fear  tha t  Pharaoh might  have 
him murdered i f  hc covetcd. Sarai ,  a very 
beautiful woman.  H e  therefore urged Sarai 
to pass herself off as his sister so as to 
protect himself. I t  did work out as he  had 
feared; the king fell  for her ,  and did in fact 
take her in marr iage.  

There  are certain stories in the  Bible  
concerning a special "birthright".  Isaac 
passed it  on to his elder  son Esau, who 
eventually sold it  to his slightly younger  
twin Jacob. Jacob, later  renamed Israel, 
bypassed all his sons and passed the  
birthright to his grandson, the son of 
Joseph, and the  younger  one  at that ,  much 
to Joseph's consternation. We  do not hear 
of the bir thr ight  again after that. 

Osman thinks this bir thr ight  was some- 
thing ra ther  bigger than it  sounds, not  
simply the  heirdom to the chieftainship of 
the clan founded by Abraham,  but a 
rightful claim to the  throne of Egypt,  no 
less. H e  quotes the  famous covenant  made 
with Abraham (Genesis 15: 18-21) tha t  his 
progeny would inheri t  the  whole  of the 
land from "the River  of Egypt  to the Grea t  
River,  the  river Euphrates" .  What  he  was 
being offered, ' in effect, was the wholc of 
the  Egyptian empire,  outside Egypt  prop- 
er, at  its greatest ever extent! Who  should 
have been the  Pharaoh who accomplished 
this great  widening of the  country's bound- 
aries, but Tuthmosis III,  the king who, in 
Osman's view, as I have  already men-  
t ioned,  was the  real  fa ther  of Isaac! 

A son of Yuya 's  did become king, 
though somewhat late in life. He  followed 
immediately  aftcr Tu tankhamum Long be- 
fore that,  Yuya 's  daughter  had marr ied a 
previous ruler,  Amenhotep  III,  son of 
Tuthmosis IV but in-between-t imes there  
occurred one of the  most,  i f  not  the most,  
extraordinary episodes in Egypt ian history. 
It  is known as the  A m a r n a  Period, after a 
place which fea tured l a r g e  in the Story. 
Amenhotep  IV~ a grandson t h r o u g h  his 
mother  of Yuy~, followed his fa ther  onto 

the throne and, af ter  a short while ,  set 
about demolishing the  age-old religion of 
Egypt. All  Of the  old gods, Osiris, Seth, 
Thoth,  Horus  and so on, he  threw out, all 
except one. That  one was un l ike  the  
others, whom it  was customary to repre-  
sent by graven images in the likeness of 
man or animals,  or qui te  usual ly both. The  
one retained was Area ,  the god symbolised 
by the disc of the sun. The younger  
Amcnhotep  then assumed the name  Akhn-  
aton to reinforce the  change to the  new 
form of worship which he  imposcd on the  
state and, abandoning Thebes and Mcm-  
phis, respectively the  t radi t ional  capitals of 
Upper  and Lower Egypt,  built  for himself  
a new capital city hatf-way between the two 
where  now stands Tell  e l -Amarna  (hence 
the  scholastic name  ~'Amarna Period"). 

From where  did Akhna ton  derive his 
monotheistic ideas, astoundingly revolu- 
t ionary for the  t ime? Why, says A h m e d  
Osman, where  else but from his maternal  
grandfather  Yuya,  who would have en- 
couraged him to put his trust in "the God 
of Abraham,  the God of Isaac, the  God of 
Jacob" (Exodus 3: 6). 

I don't  agree  with Osman that  the  
Pharaoh of the  Oppression "who knew not 
Joseph" was cx-General  Horemheb,  
appointed after the  demise of Yuya's son 
Aye (Ephr-Aye-m?)  and that  thc Pharaoh 
of the Exodus was Rameses I ,  who reigned 
for 1 year only (presumably drowned when 
he  pursued the  escaping Israelites). 

I am surprised that  A h m e d  Osman,  
being a Moslem, does not seem to go along 
with the extract from the Koran to the  
effect that  Pharaoh's life was spared by 
Allah a t  the Crossing of the Red Sea. 

I personally think that  the populat ion 
explosion of the Israelites, which brought 
about the  reign of terror,  was largely duc 
not so much to a huge increase in fert i l i ty 
but to a swelling of the ranks brought 
about by mass convcrsions to the  Israeli te 
faith. Akhnaton 's  religious revolution will  
have split Egypt,  and for the t rue  converts 
there woukt  be no going back to the  old 
pagan ways despite the  well  recorded 
efforts of Horemheb  to rcstore the  ancient  
pant f ie0n .  .... 

Scribe: Mr.  M.  L. Bicrbrier ,  Assistant 
Keeper  at  the Depar tmcnt  of Egypt ian 
Antiqit ies of the  Brit ish Museum,  has 
writ ten to say, "Most Egyptologists do not 
subscribe in any way to the  theory sug- 
gested by Osman in his book. We  see no 
connection between Yuya  and Joseph, and 
theories regarding Yuya's foreign origin 
are highly speculative." 

The connection bct~vccn Yuya  and 
Joseph nceds more  inves t igat ion 'before  
this theory is ruled out.  We  are informed 
by Ahmed  Osman that  the Cairo Museum 
refused him permission to examine Yuya's 
mummy.  Its curator  asked Mr. Osman,  
"Why do you want  t o p r o v e  that  four Of 
our pharaohs had Jewish blood?" (The 
reference is to the  four "Amarn a  kings" - 
Akhnaton,  Semenkhkare ,  Tu tankhamun  
and Aye).  Mr.  Osman retorted,  "I am not 
trying to prove anything.  But  if i t  is a fact, 
why hide it? And  wha t  is wrong with 
Jewish blood,, anyway?" 

T h e r e a s o n  why we.  support fur ther  
investigation of the connection between 



Yuya and Joseph is because thei r  dates fit 
very closely, And  because they fit, the re  is 
a strong probabil i ty tha t  t he  two s tatesmen 
are the same person. 

However ,  Osman's  o ther  dates are quite  
faulty. His date for Abraham's  journey  to 
Egypt  is too late and his date for the  
Exodus is too early. H e  allows, at  the  
most, 150 years be tween  these  two events,  
spanning the lives of Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
the ancestors of Moses and  80 years of the  
life of Moses - his age at the  start  of the  
Exodus. 

Most historians agree  tha t  the  Exodus 
took place in 1236 BCE.  According to 
Jewish reckoning,  the  Exodus took place 
400 years af ter  the  bir th of Isaac, when  
Abraha m was 100 years old. A b r a h a m  
journeyed to Egypt ,  say, 20  years  ear l ier .  
That  would be  in  1656 B C E  - in the  ear ly  
years of the  Hyksos ru le  (1659-1559). T h a t  
also fits in wi th  my theory  tha t  the  Alpha-  
bet  which was developed in  Sinai at  the 
beginning of the  Hyksos period was Abra-  
ham's  invent ion,  as a result of his visit to 
Egypt, 

It  is precisely because of this momentous  
invention,  tha t  happened only once in the  
world's history, tha t  i t  was possible to 
record and hand  down to posterity the  
events from A d a m  to A b r a h a m  and there-  
after. Necessity is the  mothe r  of invention.  
The nomadic Hebrews  had a pressing need  
for a simple system of wri t ing,  in contrast  
to the cumbersome and  difficult systems 
available then.  

We shall awai t  with in teres t  Osman's  
new book, Moses, Pharaoh of Egypt, 
which will  be published in Sep temberQ 

Naim Dangoor 

I recently saw on Israel 's  TV the  docu- 
mentary  about  Iraqi  (or should I say ex- 
Iraqi) Jews in England.  Keep  up the  good 
work!! 

I see you l ike poetry,  so t ry  some of 
mine:  

I could sing a madr igal  
About  your  Journal ,  
Or  wri te  a recessional 
About  your  periodical.  
I could break into song 
After  wai t ing  so long, 
For such a publ ica t ional . . .O 

Ramat-Gan Dr. Maurice Saltoun 

I saw on Israel  Television the  documen- 
tary on Iraqi  Jews in Br i ta in .  It  made  a 
very good impression,  especially on Iraqi  
Jews in Israel.  

As for the  Ashkenaz im,  they saw for the  
first t ime a glimpse of the  history of Iraqi 
Jews and thei r  impor tan t  position in the  
political, cultural  and commercia l  fields. 
Cont inue with God's blessingsO 
Tel Aviv Salman Dabi 

I should l ike to thank  you most  sincerely 
for continuing to send me The Scribe. I f ind 
these issues most interest ing and  informa-  
t ive and they have certainly opened up a 
new world to me in  recording the  great  
traditions of Iraqi  Jewry  and also br inging 
up to date the  news of all your  compatriots 
who are now spread all over the  world,  

I was part icular ly interested in the  his- 
torical background tha t  you have given in 

various issues, which 1 f ind most  fascinat- 
ing. 

1 always give the  issues when  I have 
finished wi th  t h e m  to my friends in  B 'nai  
B ' r i thO 
London NWI 1 Jack Lass 

Thank  you indeed 
for the  ini t ia t ive  in 

• raising the  problem 
• " of discrimination 

against  Or ien ta l  Jews 
i l ~  in Israel  which 

appears as an  art icle 
in the last issue of The Scribe. Your  
ini t ia t ive  and your  offer to help f inancially 
in the  fu ture  elections, a re  a n  ex t reme 
kindness and  consideration.  Le t  your  
words reach the  rcsponsibles. I wish they 
could unders tand the  message and put an  
end to such an  injustice. May  God bless 
you and keep  you always in  good heal th .  
Ramat-Gan Esther Mercado 

I have been reading your  journal  with 
great  interest  and appreciat ion and in 
par t icular  your,  I bel ieve,  successful efforts 
to spread the  knowledge and her i tage-of  
Babylonian Jewry  to wider  circles, but  I 
was deeply disappointed in  your  art icle on 
discrimination in Israel  published in the  
July issue. 

It  is obvious that  every th ing  must  bc 
done to avoid discr iminat ion against  
Or ienta l  Jews or any o ther  section of our 
People in Israel.  B u t  "persistent com- 
plaints about  discr iminat ion" does not 
necessarily prove tha t  such discrimination 
exists. A journa l  l ike yours should give a 
balanced view on such serious matters  and 
not encourage greater  divisiveness wi th in  
Israel.  

The  facts are  tha t  the  large  influx of 
Sephardi Jews occurred only in the  last 
forty years and if  you are  objective you will 
agree that  the  process of in tegra t ion of the  
many parts of our  people in Israel has been  
ext remely  positive micl be t te r  than  in any 
other  country. Lead ing  Cabinet  Ministers  
of almost al l  Israeli  Cabinets  and,  in 
part icular,  the  present  one,  are  Sephardi  
Jews. The  President  of the  State  before the  
present President  was Sephardi.  Most  Par-  
ties in Israel  have a considerable number  of 
Sephardim as the i r  members  in the  Knes-  
set. 

However ,  w h a t  worr ies  me  more  in your  
article is your  encouragement  of E thn ic  
Parties a t  a t ime  when  Israel 's political 
system is almost breaking down because of 
the  many  Part ies which a l ready  exist. 

I am sure your  journa l  is in terested in 
encouraging the  uni ty  of Kla l  Yisrae l  and 
all of us together  should m a k e  sure tha t  
this should be  the  basis of a strong I s r ae lg  
Mizrachi Federation Arieh L. Handler 
Religious Zionist Movement President 

Scribe: Sephardi  members  of the  Cabinet  
and of the  main  Part ies are  not there  to 
serve Sephardi  interests. The  gist of our 
message is tha t  those who  feel  discrimi- 
nated against  should voice the i r  complaints 
through the  f ree  democrat ic  system of 
Israel. The  process of in tegra t ion will ,  of 
course, even tua l ly • remove  all such prob- 
lems. 

Enclosed herewi th  is a monologue in 
Arabic sung by Aziz Al l  in 1950, and my 
'free '  English translat ion.  It  deals wi th  the 
political s i tuat ion in  Iraq,  both in ternal  and 
external .  I still happen to r emember  it.  

The Doctor 
Oh people,  our story is tragic, 
Silent or speaking,  it 's always a risk, 
What  an  inevi table  choice; 
Between silence and the raising of our voice! 

Oh Doctor, our  sickness became chronic, 
Ne i the r  remedy is helpful  nor  a tonic, 
m t r ea tmen t  is useless and vain;  
In our struggle we will  never  gain! 

Our  problem is not in our body or mind,  
It  does belong to a different  kind,  
It  is divided and rare to find; 
It  is nameless,  Oh Doctor,  be  our guidelO 
Ramat-Gan Esther Mercado 

On our mailing list 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Ovadiah, New York 
Charles Shamash, Jerusalem 
Fred Jiii, New York 
Congregation Bene Naharayim, New York 
Prof. Isaac Benharroch, Fesela, Florida 
Dr. Moshi Peress, Florida 
Ramy Peress, West Haven, Conn. 
Albert Battat, Ramat Gan 
Rabbi Stanley Relkia, Greenville, Mass. 
Violette Khutaina, New York 
F. Benjamin, Tel Aviv 
Mrs. Keweitz, Scaringtowa, N.Y, 
Dr, Johanna Spector, New York 
Esther Soussa, New Jersey 
H.E. Dangoor, Israel 
F. Nejad, London 
Alan Shamoon, New York 
Gloria Horesh, Brazil 
Esther Mercado, Ramat Gan 
Fiona Katz, TorontoO 
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The Jews of lraq -1990 
b y  P e r c y  G o u r g e y  

"We are no longer  persecuted,  a l though 
we are not a l lowed to leave with any 
property, just  l ike o ther  citizens", a recent  
visitor to Baghdad was told by members  of 
the Jewish community.  It  now numbers  
about  180 persons, mainly  elderly,  l iving in 
Baghdad and in  r a the r  s t ra ined circum- 
stances. Before the  mass aliya to Israel in 
the early fifties, the  communi ty  with its 
2500-year old history dated back to Baby- 
Ionian t imes,  numbered  about  150,000 and 
now a pitiful r emnan t  is left behind.  

However ,  the  communi ty  recently dis- 
posed of communal  property and f rom the  
considerable proceeds of sale, suitably 
invested, giving an  income of two mill ion 
dinars a year.  its needy  members  receive 
substantial monthly  social security pay- 
ments. 

The only synagogue functioning is the  
Meir  Tweg synagogue and  a minyan  is 
mustered for Shabbath and t h e  Holy  Days.  
It is administered by a Council ,  the  chair-  
man of which is Mr.  Reuben  Elias.  There  is 
a volunteer  shohet who by profession is an  
engineer,  whose services to the  war  effort 
were recently acknowledged.  So kosher 
meat  and fowl are  available to the  com- 
munity.  Some of its members  are  in the  
professions and others are small business- 
men,  though most are  now retired.  

Dur ing the 8=year war  with I ran ,  in 

which over a mil l ion Iraqis and Iranians 
died, Baghdad was shelled f requent ly  and 
some of the  rockets landed dangerously 
close to the  areas whe re  Jews resided. 
Af te r  the  siege of Basra  by the  Iranians,  
the small  n u m b e r  of Jews the re  left for 
Baghdad.  They are  f ree  to travel abroad 
but they re tu rn  to Baghdad  for family  and 
financial  reasons. 

The historic shrines such as those of Ezra  
the  Scribe (af ter  whom this journa l  is 
named) ,  Joshua the  H i g h  Priest  (of the  
Return ,  after Cyrus' Declara t ion) ,  and the  
Prophet  Ezekie l  to which pi lgrimages were  
made before the  mass emigra t ion,  are  still 
occasionally visited, and are  ma in ta ined  in 
good order,  toge ther  wi th  the  cemetery  in 
N e w  Baghdad.  

The  government  is restoring the  ancient  
site of Babylon - about  fifty miles  from 
Baghdad - for tourist  purposes at  immense  
cost. B u t  the  property tha t  was confiscated 
in the  early fifties - both  communa l  and  
individual  - dur ing the  mass emigra t ion,  
has now been total ly  absorbed into the  
government 's  genera l  assets. The  Com- 
muni ty  is now at tached to the  Minis t ry of 
Awqaf  (Religious Endowments) .  

The great  saga of Babylonian Jewry is 
expected to end  in a few short yearsO 

Scribe: Or  can this  be  a new beginning?! 

Our Jewish landmarks in lraq 

&The Shrine ~1" Joshu:~ the llJgh Priest, near 
Baghdad (v',ith Ilakham Ezra I)angoor~ 

The Shrine of the Prophet Ezekiel, near 
HillahOl~ 

V'll'he Shrine of Ezra the Scribe. near BasraO 

- - . . .  _ , . ~ . ~ . ~ . . . ~  _ 
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O P E N  F O R U M  

The tyranny of Islam 
c o n d e n s e d  f r o m  t h e  D a i l y  E x p r e s s  

Mrs. Thatcher  said recently:  "We have 
the greatest  respect for Islam." 

Real ly?  Since when?  W h a t  indeed has 
i s lam done for anyone  tha t  we should be 
paying i t  such fulsome compliments? 

Not  much,  so far  as I can see. Qui te  the 
opposite in fact. In one  way or another ,  
Islam has been responsible for many of the 
deaths and a g rea t  deal  of the  misery and 
distress in  the  world  in the  last decade or 
so. 

Wherever  i t  has a t ta ined political power  
it  has ruthlessly e l imina ted  political par- 
ties, t rade  unions,  a free Press, and alt 
o ther  democrat ic  insti tutions,  and exhi- 
bited a complete  intolerance of al l  other  
religions and cultures. 

Bu t  in  any case, how can we respect a 
rel igion that  chops off  the  hands of thieves,  
and which t reats  its women  as second-class 
citizens? 

We  should have nothing but contempt  
for a religion in whose name governments  
del ibera te ly  f lout  al l  civilised values and 
internat ional  laws; which allows innocent  
men,  women  and  chi ldren to be t aken  as 
hostages and bar te red  like pawns in an  
in terna t ional  power struggle; which en- 
courages and  supports terror ism through-  
out the world. 

What  Mrs. Tha tcher  was real ly express- 
ing was fear ,  not  respect. Bu t  there  is 
nothing a t  all to be  gained in pacifying 
Islam. 

Islam, wi th  its fanatical  resurgence in the  
Middle  East ,  in  Africa and in the  Soviet 
Union,  represents  the  greatest  current  
threat  to Wes te rn  eivil isation and world 
peace. 

The quicker  we realise that ,  the  better.  
We  do nothing to reduce the danger  by 
showering zealots with kind words. It  
merely  convinces t h e m  that  they are  right 
and that  we are  w e a k O  

I am researching the  Sephardi  Jews of 
Shanghai  and H o n g  Kong to the  present 
t ime and would welcome any information 
that  throws l ight  on  this  community.  I am 
especially concerned with any communal  
organisations and  the  economic, political, 
cultural ,  rel igious and  family life of thc 
community.  A n y  information that  your  
readers  may  have on the  subject  will  be 
grateful ly  received by the  unders ignedO 
2 Daneseroft Avenue Mrs.  Malsie Meyer 
London NW4 2NE 

It  has been an  ex t reme  pleasure to watch 
on Israeli  television the  unforget table 
documentary  f i lm ent i t led  "Jews of the 
East  in the  West  - I raqi  Jews in Bri ta in" .  
The most exciting par t  was the  interview 
with the  Dangoors ,  and the  lovely tradit io- 
nal  wedding of the  young couple. My 
daughter ,  20  years '  old, has also watched 
the f i lm wi th  great  curiosity! 

Thanks  a mil l ion t imes for tha t  great  
contr ibut ion!O 
Ramat-Gan Mrs.  Esther Mereado 



COOKERY CORNER 
by Alice Shashou 

Vegetarian Aubergine Roll 
Ingredients: 
4 large aubergines 

Ingredients for the stuffing: 
3 onions 
3 cloves garlic 
4 sticks of celery All  
l red pepper, seeds removed very 
1 green pepper, seeds remove~ finely 
3 courgettes chopped 
2 carrots 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Method: 

Pccl the aubergines in alternate strips. 
Cut into 3/d strips lengthwise, sprinkle with 
salt and leave in layers in a sieve for about 
half an hour. 

Take out and dry on a kitchen towel and 
fry in oil until golden. Leave on absorbent 
paper to drain. 

The filling: Stir fry the onions and garlic in 
a little oil. Add all the other ingredients. 
Add salt and pepper and stir fry on 
medium high fire until cooked but crunchy. 
Place about 1 tablespoon of this filling in 
the fried slice of the aubergine and roll. 
Arrange in an ovenproof dish. 

Make a sauce with: 
2 lemons 
About 3 tablespoons of sugar 
2 tablespoons of tomato paste 
Salt to taste 
A little water to cover over the aubergines 

Pour the sauce on top of the rolled 
aubcrgines. Cover with foil. Place in mod- 
erate pre-heated oven for about 45-50 
minutes. 

Uncover a little before thc 45 minutes 
are up. Adjust the taste. Leave uncovered 
until all the liquid is nearly absorbed. Serve 
hotO 

Iraqi Eggs or Beidh al Tebeet 
Great~favourites of all Iraqi people, can 

be served on almost all occasions. Usually 
eaten with pitta bread, salads, turshi and 
fried aubergines. Can be prepared in oven, 
sieve or pressure cooker. 

Method: in pressure cooker 
Eggs should be at room temperature, not 

out of the fridge. 
Boil water with the skin of one or two 

onions for a few minutes. Discard skins 
and let cool. You have a coloured water to 
enhance the colour of the eggs. Add 1 
0 Tw(eggs. ) 0 Tw88 Tz(Method: .60 Tc0 Tw(thc ) Tj16.80 0 TD1n1 rg0 Tc0 Tw(1 ) Tj1 0 0 1 20.84 0 TDv4w(0 Tw(eggs. ) 0 244.32 Tm1 1 1 rguDh 0 TD1 1 1 rg0 Tc0 Tw(1 sugar ) Tj1 0 0 1 21.12 224.16 Tm1 1 1 rg0.48 Tc0 T.28 0 TD1 1 1 rg0.69 Tc0 Tw(pepper ) Tj30.24 0 T rg0.60 Tc0 Tw(two(minutes. ) Tj38.88 0gs. ) 0 4 194 1 rg0.48 Tc0 Tww(in ) Tj1dro) Tj47.0 1 rg0.62 Tc0 Tw(nearly ) Tj2 0 0 1 211 1 rg0.62 Tc0 Tw(ovenproof ) 23.52 0 TDj19.68 0 TD181 1 rg0.60 Tc0 Tw(the ) Tj1Now1 23.52 214.08 Tm1 1 1 rg0.pepper ) Tj10.56 0 TD1 1  1 rg0.62 Tc0 Tw(liquid ) Tj24.48 0 T TD1 1 1 rg0.60 Tc0(Add ) Tj23.5.52 204.48 Tm1 1 1 rg0.520 Tw(the ) Ttight(eaten )1.60 446.40 Tm1 1 1 ran eggs. or with 

or paper 



The First Diaspora of the Lost Ten Tribes 
by  David" T w e g  Isracli history as Yebb. The  word Yebb in 

For the  tast fifty years I have  been 
traciug and investigating any information 
about  thc Lost Ten Tribes of the Israeli  
nation. 

Most of the historical information I had 
was out of Persian old books of history and 
legends. The most  precious was from the 
carly Islamic Arabian  history. 

It is wetl known that  when Cyrus the 
Great ,  the Persian king who established 
thc Pcrsian empire ,  succeeded in invading 
Media,  t he  IsraeIi tribes tha t  dwciled in 
north and west Persia j o ined  his army,  
after invading L~cdda and Babylon up to 
the borders of Egypt  including all the  
Arabian Peninsula.  

A pact was made between the Israeli 
tribes and tile Persian government, that 
those said tribes would serve as guards of 
the empire borders. 

Thus we find today the  tribe of Menashe 
in Cashmir  which is known as the Bersha- 
wit ,  then the  tribe of Ephra im which is 
called today the Epharedy.  In between 
those two tribes is the kingdom of Button.  
Its populat ion is mixed of Beshawir  and 
Ephrcdis. The  city of Kheyber  is settled by 
Cohens. The  word Kheyber  in Hebrew 
means Cohen,  for confirmation see Simon 
the Maccabee Coins, "Simon president  of 
Israel and Kheyber  of the Jews." As to the  
origins of the  inhabi tants  of Cashmir ,  
Button and Afghanis tau,  see for confirm- 
orion the  autobiography of A m a n  Al l ah  
Khan ,  King of Afghanis tan till  the  year 
1935. 

The other  tribes which jo ined this pact 
were  Gad,  Reuben  and Dan.  Those names 
of the  th ree  tribes were  abbreviated by 
Alexander  of Macedon into G R D .  For 
confirmation refer  to a cer tain le t ter  from 
Alexander  to his mother ,  why he  decided 
te jo in  the three  tribes under  one  name.  
Those G R D  arc thc Kurdish nation,  which 
is found today in north Persia, east Turkey 
and north Iraq. 

As to Arabia ,  those who volunteered to 
guard the  western part  of Arabia ,  startcd 
to build a series of fortresses and. strong 
points, the most famous of them is the  AI- 
AbIak in Median ,  Kheyber  in Hedjaz.  
Most of the  settlers in the  strong cities 
between Aqaba  and Y e m e n  were  Cohens; 
on the o ther  side in Y e m e n  was a Jewish 
state of original  Jews and converted Yeme-  
nites. 

In east and north Arabia ,  there  were  
Israeli and converted Arabs,  as pro- 
Persian tribes and small kingdoms, from 
the destruction of The First Temple  t i l l  the  
rise of Islam. They  were,  (1) Kinda  Which 
mostly consists of converted Yemcnitcs,  
(2) Bone'  Asad which consists of immig-  
rants by thei r  own will ,  fl'om Judah after 
the destruction of the  First Temple;  Iike- 
wise the tribe of (3) Simon and the tribe of 
(4) Issakhar,  which is known now as Bani  

/ 

Zakhar ,  dwel l ing  between north Arabia  
and south Jordan kingdom. 

When  Cambyscs II, son of Cyrus, occu- 
pied Egypt,  a very strong and fortified city 
was built on the  border of Egypt  with 
Ethiopia,  a round the  isle of E lphan t ine  in 
the Nile river. This Nile island is known in 
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Hebrew is elephant .  
When  Persian control of Egypt  ended, 

the Egyptian nationalists destroyed the 
town of Aswan,  and the Yebb isle, includ- 
ing the  temple  which was built  on it.  

On the rise of Islam, Mohamad  signed a 
non-aggression t reaty wi th  the  four Jewish 
tribes, Hc called t h e m  the  allies and paid 
them 4% of the  income of his government ,  

Af te r  the  death of Mohamad,  the  four 
tribes out of national  and religious in- 
terests, revolted a t  thc t ime of O m a r  Ibn 
A1-Khatab. 

The Arabian army succeeded in  des- 
troying the  Jewish forces , after a very 
fierce batt le,  called in Arabian history 
"The Dea th  Garden  Bat t le"  which iuc- 
luded all Arabia  from Yemen to the  
Euphrates.  A l l  those tribes accepted Islam, 
as the other  tribes in the east, excluding the  
tribe of Benc '  Asad,  which on thei r  flag 
was painted the  "Judean Lion."  [They 
proclaimed, "Say, we  have accepted Islam; 
don't  say we bel ieve in it."] 

O m a r  Ibn Al -Kha tab  issued an order  
tha t  all Rabbinic (Talmudic) Jews should 
]cave Arabia.  There  remained  till  today, 
those who claimed to bc the  followers of 
Abraham's  Rules or Moses' Law,  the  
Deuterouomy.  

Unt i l  now we  counted seven tribes exclu- 
ding Judah and Ben jamin  which remained 
in Babylon till  the end of the  Mongol  reign 
when they accepted the  Islamic religion, 
when they tried to convert the  Jews in 
Babylon by force. In the 14th century, out  
of three  and a hal f  mil l ion Jews, less than 
50,000 remained,  most of them were  kil led 
or converted te  Islam. Very few emigrated 
to India,  l ike the  Cochin and Bone Israel. 

As to the  Israelites who remained  in 
Arabia,  i t  is a complicated problem,  which 
1 may unravcl i f  The Scribe will permit  me 
to publish. 

The th ree  unment ioned  tribes, Asher,  
Zebulun  and Naphtal i ,  no  one is sure 
about them, A legend tells us  tha t  they 
joined Carthage merchants  in colonising 
the  coast of north Africa, Spain and south- 
cru France. They are  known by the  name  
of Marinos, which reminds us of the  
Roman coin "Judaea  Mar ina  Capta," and 
the  help they rendered the  Arabian a rmy 
to occupy all I b e r i a -  Spain and Portugal in 
the  seventh century. So we have uow about  
sixty mill ion MosIcm "Israelis"O 

From the Encyclopaedia 

Yeb (EIpbantine): Anc ien t  island, fortress 
• town on the  Egypt ian-Eth iopian  frontier,  
on the  Ni le  opposite Aswan.  From the  end 
of the Egyptian royal period (e, 590 B C E )  
and throughout  the  Persian era ,  a mil i tary 
garrison of Jewish soldiers, with t h e i r  own 
temple ,  was stat ioned there.  It  is thought  
that  the  Jewish communi ty  reached Yeb 
with refugees f rom Judah  after  the  destruc- 
t ion of the  First  Temple .  The Temple  at 
Yeb was dcst~'oyed by an  Egyptian mob 
incited by the  priests, of the  local god, but 
apparent ly  rebui l t  as a result  of the  Jcws' 
request to.  the  satrap of Judah,  Bagoas. 
The episode is described in the  con- 
temporary  E lephan t ine  papyri ,  wri t ten in 
Aramaic ,  which were  discovered on the  

site in the  ear ly  20th century. 
Lost Ten Tribes: The  Ten Tribes of North- 
crn Israel had been  deposited by the  
Assyrians in the  area  of Adiabene  and 
Nisibis in nor thern  Mesopotamia  where ,  
eventuatEy, Jews formed a significant par t  
of the  populat ion.  

In the  9th centurY, E ldad  Ha -Da n i  
claimed existence of Ten Tribes and thei r  
locations: 
Gad,  Naftal i ,  D a n  and Ashe r  in Abyssinia. 
Zebulun  and Reubcl l  in the mounta ins  of 
Paran.. Ephra im and hal f  Menashe in South 
Arabia.  Simeon and other  half  Mcnashe  in 
the  land of Chazars. 

The Nestorians of Mesopotamia  claim 
descent f rom the  Ten  Tribes. Possibly also 
the  Yezidis. 

Josephus declared Ten Tribes l ived 
beyond Euphrates  up to his day. 

Karai tes  of Russia claimed descent from 
Ten T r i b e s a n d  thus succecded in avoiding 
persecution unde r  Czarist  Russia and even 
under  Hi t ler .  

The high class Hindus ,  the  Kareens .of  
Burmah,  the  Engl ish,  the  Danes  and in- 
deed the  whole  Teutonic  race have been 
associated wi th  the  Ten Tribes. 

One theory  identifies the  Shindai or holy 
class of Japan  as descendants of the  Ten 
Tribes. The  first known king of Japan  
O S E E  (730 B C E )  is identif ied with 
H O S E A ,  the  Iast king of Israel who died in 
722 BCE.  

Na im Dangoor  adds: 
In 1291, af ter  the  death of Saad-al- 

Dawla ,  the  Jewish p r ime  minis ter  of the  
Mongol Empire ,  the re  was an  anti-Jewish 
pogrom in Iraq and  i t  appears tha t  most 
Jews the re  of the  Tribes of Judah and 
B e n j a m i n  were  forcibly,  converted to 
Islam. 

HebreW exiles were  the  Maginot  l ine of 
antiquity.  Because .  the  Hebrews w e r e  
jealous about  preserving thei r  ident i ty  and 
would not dissolve easily into the  nat ive  
population,  they were  used by conquerors 
to protect border  areas. 

The  Pharaohs  of Egypt  invited the  Heb-  
rews to settle in the  eastern border area  of 
Goshen as a buffer against  iuvaders and 
marauders.  

The  Assyrians put the Ten Tribes nor th  
of Iraq and in Afghanis tan  at the  ex t reme 
ends of their  empire .  In  the  first century 
CE thei r  cent re  was in Nisibis in nor thern  
Mesopotamia,  w h i c h  was the  place of 
collection and transmission of Temple  
offerings aIong wi th  Nehardea .  

The Persians tzsed t h e m  in Mestopotamia, 
Sinai and Elphant ine .  In 114-117 CE  Tro- 
jan 's  invasion of Par th ia  was resisted by 
Jews throughout  nor thern  Mesopotamia,  
including Ad iabene  whose royal family 
converted to Judaism seventy years earl ier .  

The Roman  emperor  Jul ian  unsuccess- 
fully t r ied to win  over Babylonian Jewry in 
order to attack the  Persian empire.  

Gideon Giladi  informs us in his book 
that  in the  early years of Islam the  caliphs 
moved many Jews from Palest ine to north- 
ern Syria to t ake  the  bruut  of Byzant ine  
naval attacks. Likewise,  after the  expulsion 
of the Jews from Spain, the  Ot toman 
government  settled many  Sephardim in the 
newly-conqucred Balkan  regions, especial- 
ly in Saloniea and also in Constantinople,  
Cyprus and Rhodes, for sccufity reasonsO 



Mr. Tweg writes: 
"Your impression that the name Tweg derives 

from Dwek is incorrect..In the Turkish and 
Arabian sources it is written as Twek, while in 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica it is rendered as 
Tuweq. You may find that name mentioned 
many times in the 17 volumes el: the Baghdad 
history book from 1630 to 1930. The last Pasha 
of that name was Aboody Pasha, Governor of 
Amara Liwa at the time of the Ottomans and the 
Feisa] government.'" 

Mr. Shoal S. Sassnon informs us that Aboody 
Pasha was his mother's uncle. He was also Mrs. 
Doris Zelouf's maternal uncle. He remembers 
when his father Hakham Sasson Khedhnuri took 
him many years ago to visit the Pasha in 
AmaraO 

The Moualem-Moreh family 
loses its parents 
by a correspondent 

Mrs. Signora lvIoualem-Moreh, a Bagh- 
dadi teacher  of the French language a t  the 
Laura  Kadoor ie  School for Girls in the  
1920's, passed away in Jerusalem last 
Apri l .  She was 90 years old. Signora was 
among a few Baghdadi  ladies who had 
adopted the French language to speak with 
her family at  home.  

Six weeks later,  her  husband Mr. Abra-  
ham Mei r  Moualem-Moreh ,  passed away 
at the  age of 95. H e  was a graduate of 
All iance Fran~ais School in Baghdad.  His 
father,  H a k h a m  Yehizqcl  Mei r  Ben 
H a k h a m  Rahamim,  author  of the book 
Liqutei Imrei El  (Compilat ion of God's 
Sayings) (Baghdad~ Elisha'  Shobet Press, 
1935) in 7 volumes,  agreed to let  his son 
stay in the  secular school, because Hebrew 
was taught  there.  Be tween  1930 and t957 
he  served as Cashier and  Chief  Accounts 
Clerk at 'Andrew Weir '  in Baghdad,  where  
the late Mr.  Charles Horesh worked.  Later  
on he  became a wel l -known land merchant  
in Baghdad until  his immigrat ion to Israel 
in 1961. Both Signora and Abraham com- 
manded five languages;  Arabic, Frcnch, 
English, Hebrew and Persian. In Israel they 
were known as the  *'Professors' Parents",  
as three  of their  children are  Professors in 
various universities in Israel and abroad. 
They are:  Dr.  Jacob Morch,  a Professor of 
Economics at  Quccn's  Universi ty in Bel-  
fast, Professor Shmuel  Moreh ,  Professor of 
Arabic Languagc and Li te ra ture  a t  the  
Hebrew University in Jerusalem and Bar- 
I lan Universi ty in Ramat  Gun,  Professor 
Raymond Moroh, Head  of the  Physics 
Depar tment  at  Ben-Gurion Universi ty at  
Bccr-Shcva in the  Negev.  Their  youngcst 
son, Mr.  Mordecai  Moreh,  is a well-known 
painter  and artist in Par is  who has repre- 
sented Israel in "various countries and 
exhibitions. Their  two daughters ,  Esper- 
once and Gladys, are writers and active in 
women's affairs in Israel. 

Both Abr aham and Signora volunteered 
to help at  various hospitals, old people's 
hostels and the  Israel A r m y  camps. Mr.  
Abraham Moua l em donated a Hal l  for Eye 
Clinic at  Shearei  Tsedeq Hospital  in Jeru-  
salem and supported various charity found- 
ations in I s r a c l O  

I sent  £50 .to Midrash Ben  Ish Hal as 
requested in your wonderful  Scribe maga- 
z ineO 
Hove, Sussex Abraham Shamash 

I have read The Scribe with enthusiastic 
interest and found tha t  the  substance deal t  
with by the  paper  is not  only of high 
importance, but  also of historic value.  

No doubt  that  the paper  has under taken 
a significant task in promoting the  her i tage 
of the  Iraqi Jewry and thus you are  to be 
blessed. I l c re  in IsracI a great  effort is 
being done in this respect. 

As  to me ,  I was born in Baghdad,  
graduate of Shamash Secondary School, 
London matr iculate  in 1939. I l legal  immig- 
rant  to Palestine in 1940, studying law in 
Hebrew Universi ty of Jerusalem 1955~60, 
degree M.Jur.  and admission to the Israeli  
Bar  Association 19620  
Ramat Hasharon, Jacob Manor, M.Jur. 
Israel 

My cousins Wi lma  and Ar l ine  Dal la l  
(Prof. at  Berkeley  tJnivcrsity, CA) would 
like to receive The Scribe. 

For your  information,  Ar l ine  is writ ing a 
book about  the  Iraqi  community that  lived 
in Dan  and left Dan during and after the  
revolution. She is also wri t ing a book about  
the Iranian Jews who left Iran and those 
who stayed behind.  She visited I ran  last 
year and she bronght vaIuablc information.  
She confirmed that  the  Al l iance  Israeli te 
School is still f lmctioning in Tchcran and 
Hamadan,  as well as the  Et tefagh School 
of the Iraqi colony. Al l  these institutions 
have more than 50% Moslem students but 
they get  along well i t  seemsO 
New York Naim H. Datfal 

1 have now re turned  to take  up perma-  
nent  residence at my home in London. I 
have had great  plcasure in receiving and 
reading the  past issues of The Scribe you 
have sent me,  and look forward to receiv- 
ing fu ture  issues. 

Thank you again for your  consideration, 
and may I wish you and aIl associated with 
Th.e Scribe continued success wi th  this most 
excellent journa l ,  which I am sure gives so 
much pIeasure to all who are  for tunate  
enough to receive i tO 
London NW2 Mrs. Flora Slatter 

(n~e Abdoo) 

I recently received from my cousin in  Tel 
Aviv  a copy of your  June  issue of 7"he 
Scribe, and I wish to inform you that  I 
found it  very in;crest ing to read about  
Israel and Iraq;  because I was born in Iraq 
and left that  country over 50 years ago. I 
would l ike very much to be on your  mai l ing  
list. In your  June  issue the re  was the  
wedding picture of Aubrey and Sally Hillaly 
who celebrated thei r  70th wedding anni-  
versary. Aubrey  is my wife's uncleO 
Vancouver Edward Shawn 

Occasionally, I was for tunate  in receiv- 
ing from friends a copy of The Scribe. 
Being an ex-Iraqi,  I na tura l ly  enjoy very 
much bcing in  touch with news from my 
heritage.  I would  like to request  adding my 
name to your  distribution list. I look 
forward to  receiving your  publication. 

In one  of your  issues I read with interest  
your art icle covering H a k h a m  Abdal lah .  I 
have special interest  in the  history of his 
life, since he  is the  uncle of my grand- 
fa therO 
Philadelphia Jack Dunnons 

Alliance School, Baghdad 
Thousands of boys and girls wcrc edu- 

cated at the Al l iance  School in Baghdad 
and many of them held high positions in 
lraq, and many  of t h e m  are n e w  doing well 
in Israel, England,  Canada,  U.S .A.  and 
other  places. 

As one of the  Al l iance  School teachers 
in t940-43 I woutd l ike to point  out the 
leading role which the Al l iance  SchooI 
played in different  activities in the  school 
life of the  Jewish communi ty  in Baghdad 
and the community itself. 

The pioneer  activities bcgan on a large 
scale in 1941 and got momen tmn  first in 
sports and extended then to the  rest of the 
Jewish schools, especially after the  first 
touching show of sport and music in the 
All iance School in 1941. 

In 1943 a very beautiful  sport festival of 
the Jewish schools took place on the  
grounds which were  donated by . the  htte 
Senator Ezra  Menahem Danie l .  I r emem-  
ber how the  Chief  Rabbi  of the community 
was sitting beside the  Dircctor  Genera l  of 
the ministry of education and watching the 
amazing Swedish, gymnastic and acrobatic 
exercises performed by. the lovely boys. 

The All iance School was also the 
pioneer in discovering the  different  talents 
of the  boys. Mr.  Yacob Bekhor  helped me 
to penctrate  to the  ta lented boys in music, 
writing, acting, singing, handicraft ,  and 
arts and encourage t h e m  to act and show 
their  talents and put  them into practice. 

A very nicc t eam of singers jo ined  by 
bri l l iant  boys' musicians of the  All iance 
School used, af ter  concentrated prepara- 
tion and planning,  to go once a week  to the 
Iraqi  broadcasting station in Baghdad and 
sing beautiful  songs chosen from good 
composers. One  of them was the  pupil 
vioIist Elis  Shasha. 

The Al l iance  School was aIso the 
pioneer  in another  impor tant  branch which 
gave vent  to the creative power  of the boys 
which appeared on the  wall  magazine  in 
which the  boys were  wri t ing their  short 
stories and l i terary articles and critics. The 
best of them were  collected aud published 
in two books. We  arc looking for them now 
for the Babylon her i tage cen t reO 
Qiryat Ono, Israel Gurgi Barshan 

Please find enclosed a small  contribution 
to The Scribe which gives us pleasure and 
knowledgeO 
London N2 Mrs. Marcelle Naime Javid 

Scribe: Thank  you for your generous con- 
tribution of £300 which came as a surprise. 
Yon not only give t ime and effort in 
arranging events .for the  CBF and other  
charities, but you. also make  yoaar own 
donations. Your  community spirit  is a 
shining example  for others.  

My maiden name is Jami lah  Khathour i  
Shohct and my marr ied  name is Jamilah  
Borshan,  currently residing in Montreal .  
Canada. 

Th i s  lgtter is to show my grat i tude for 
your ment imi ing my father,  Mr.  Khothouri  
Shohet Abu Leblanjo,  bookkecpirg  
teacher  in Baghdad 50 years ago, in The 
Scribe. I also appreciate your  mai l ing  to me 

• your journal  .which I find,, both. enl ightening 
and quite  en joyab leO 
Montreal Mrs. Jamilah Borshan 
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